


.s. 
rs rte hg 
Lg ie) nny ~a\ Cee AY A ate 

¢ 4 ee 44s * or 
preteretets rat TAS FRAN OS Pe 
: i) i? ’ ’ e te ONS 8 ig ~ ¥ 
fal ee rs) Py in ¥ " * ins Re 34 ~ re Sew 
+ ths “Racal tte ‘ th512 3% » , YS A =». Aa a 
itis nies is sis? 7 ; $ 4 » » oe Se 
Rothe it + 8 pe As 
Rey . os Rese 
: oo 2 1 as ‘3 . 
ae Se 
Ra fatatie AL as 
Botatieit Wee 
tisigtelticte * ‘! ~*~ of Ns athe are a 
Histehss OREO SSS 
‘ele! ofa? : Ai tio ! Ae bien O RSs 
f ier : f eters. toe, A 
Dachetreettaae ga) Pease otacatveee iss Haastoe eh MeasSe th Pe 30 OOS ig 
Eitmetity » satebieatersy : sit feats ee aes’ 
ait Msirietr arith 


4 i 4 
0 rf .- oe tes si2'5 232 - 2 = st oharel « 4. isotosy . “iy 
2 fatale aatianaalatiny tie RS ay = sists Oy Nee 
et ny borae Pisterate ele yh i te sixes i. 5 “ Ss 
rateestetetused, torate i rota sfetete GE ea ee es PET ae i o sit TSS Rea, 





5 pate Sy art, 












ct ; eitte e Pa) Wart aaveassl gt siehrsr par x: 
vino dleretshe tishtiels Souetigtseetels Hee : ne oF ie ak bean 
Braaitabersite inimeenaeatiiattn a wae ee a ae 
pa thesinatl Peart. 
aeattoa es Sitaeateii: S 
ebelerssabetith rite? 


: : . Li Sth) y 4 ’ \4 ‘yt ares ot seit _ 4a) sip . 
ES ea it it BR aie bie Hn ts nt a ee ; 
c See oe 
si pnt eon iaMRR te ge 


















fits Pees a ih 24 #3 Py ot he Stores 
ioToRatepedisnesseastropatssseefties bpsarites 
; i i ay t sat Biter ineutie: ssresieitreategte ve 
O*n eid eh babe 3 eth Phe ¢ boleretsla ‘ 43 ay) re 4 cer ale 
é ie late wate By - ae) : 
“9 : fer Ae potas ene cur eee? ; ire fi Ses $ i Shoteaed, 
eR a sfitpresiiteatataanerteesetenetenanarar Re EStES ; 
Le eisbeserh ay! Tony Sere ree 
ea ce 
ee $3 : lane 
. i 
satetosisasieypresstedy sSorcte 


Aa TE 





: , Sipe tees eres ie et 
4+ #1 : i? sant : . . aie bbb abet arte? 
a aaecimeraetiag 

‘a 






ef 
< 
















suit 


- tle 





lets 
seteletat it 
ovis defo sis be 
; Sean | tiriinaiten 
Lrigiocy eetole «ae not Piss a%3t, 2 us 
Seaiate ate PP) re ef sas + aye eae “4 a7 . rises 4 
. or ENS seal enene re Pree ts “SHES bey she 
Shes sats th Btie ia seb iF tt} waletesiait +80 
i ‘ Bes ie +t Tistere 7 aCe ss 
ote é *? ‘. Be 4 ietetet : 
elt peti 
sir: Seales 4 
si3 ” . eter 
4 Ht $35) ; apy ile at a Ber “oe 
ate : aa hetero E Tt Teter tee e ae 
rast 


eee ety Pe 
baie D Rtas Urotee AN be 
Taplene Sebret ean Tei 
- > parertss re fe i a pbatast 


Thphee cy Seat bd eek at De a 

















cr eee ’ 

e > 
Sis: Tee ei stetet i aa 
\ 


4 2 e ete 
atistyieie Solgrarseclanepeegeaan fort 








ted 
, - sas ot 333 ee! 













. 
} 


hatal ne bi 13 
id td dean 4 
I ne } - 
ywles 
wih 4 37 


SLetsts 















r 

* : ores +t) 

aes on ts 
fe? 

othe sjariti? te ut 


Petetere Aaa 
tha fats eS 


+ Ot 
Seats io ie 
mt ee + stapes at 
















riketon tet 
vistors! PY ve ' 




















* ©. Soaet Shot 
"ees 



















































el ge $ 
eh Srotekine 1 e+ stprstelo bere tessd +553 : 
ris ies 4 etd lore pre yerd, 3 ier : ra 
eeseessispetieiehetenrsttlarets a igh tes a) yp - 
te ; vit a4 ter rete . 
7 sig sshd estel . Syteterede™ ss 
ee hen . a 2 
* , 
< . 
7 #2 Pd 
. P 
Birstteiey ~“ Sie 
. atest rites ere S 
jenn $ “te ste arahety At he 
oP ef 6’ ol # rete sw 





irs Z 
Plast haded og shear Ard . ‘> 

Viehabhds ieeeahal | ye ete « 

Oleh wieleorys 

4 we babes dette 


twa by. 


tel Sle Mee * o + 
ores 


ore4d 


























Teretetoae bl ecerd:, 
nS eda teint cetaehe oct assests 
> ° 





wre 















rsteerie eterar 
+ 


eee ei 
+ 





th ee 
meee haat rales est 
Vt © erela 



















Digitized by Google 


ad O71 Ue eee | at TO 


SO OE ea ee 








Digitized by Google 








Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 


” 


3 


Sy 


she 


wet. 


ber i Gad 


e 


' 


$ ¢. us h - f 


aS 
} aa 


ei. 


@ 
£36 peer, 


“a i+ 
fy 
an 

\ 








CONTEMPLATIONS|\- 


MORAL 


DIVINE. 


By a Perfon- of great peta | 








and Judgment. 
Imprimatur. 

Ex Edibus Antonius Saunders, | 
Lambethanis, Reverendiffimo D*°, Domino 
Martii 13. 1672. Gilberto Archi Epic. ‘Cant. 

| a Sacris Domefticis. 








LONDON, 


Printed by Wiliam Godbid, for Wiliam adiad Y 
at the Bible in Duke-lane, and Fohn Leizh at the. 
_ Blew Bell in Fleet/reet neer Chancery lane. om 
sone DC, LXXVI. 











ehh ach tc ch che ic 
- The Pr E - c ‘. | 





He. Author of thefe writings is 
perfon of great Learning , great 
: Fudgmsent and wifdom, and of great 
| Virtue and Piety, He hath writ- 
ten divers learned and = ge Works spon 
other fulyects ; but for thele Writings bere 
ublifbed , they were written, as were alfa 
many others of the like mature, ex tempore, - 
and upon this occafion: “Zt hath been his 
“ cuftoms for many years , every Lord's Day in 
“ the afternoon after Evening Sermon (between 
“ that and —— ) to employ his thoughts — 
““wpos feveral Subjects of Divine Contempla- 
“ tions ; and as things came into his thoughts 
SS fo he put them inte Writing; which he did 
“for thefe two Reafons : 1, That he might 
“the more fix his thoughts , and keep them 
“ from diverfion and wandring, 2. That they - 
“might remain , and not be loft by forgetfulne fs 
“or other interventions, 
And as this was the occafion and manner of 
his writing thems, fo this doubtle[s was all “ 
| A 2 ¢ 
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he intended in them, unlef moreover to com- 
_municate them to his Children or fome particu- 
lar Friends in private upon occafiun-: but for 
publithing them, certainly he had not the leaft 
thoughts of any {uch thing ; much lefs hath he 
revifed them for that purpofe ; nor fo much as 
read over Epes of them ince he wrote them 3 
nor indeed fo much as finifbed fome of them, 
Nay fo far was he from any thoaghts of pub- 
Lifbing them, that when he was importuned 
but to give his oy ig to the publication of 
, them. he could not be prevailed with to doit. 
And therefore that they are now publifbed, the 
Reader muft know that they are publifbed not 
only in their native and primogenial femplicity , 
but without fo much as the Asshor’s privity 
fost, ee | a 
And thus much Ithought my felf obliged even 
in juftice to the Author to acquaint the Reader 
with, and ingennoufly to acknowledge , and 
take upon my felf the fault , if any thing lefs 
perfect and compleat , or any wife liable to ex- 
ception {ball appear in thefe Papers, feeing they — 
syere. neither written mith any intention to be 
_ publifbed , nor revifed by the Author , nor are 
publifbed with his knowledge, | 
| But this again on the other fide obligeth me 
tv render fome Account of my doing herein. © 
1 confefs I approve not the thing in gencral, 
«that is, the publication of another's writings 
eee ae 


The Preface. — | 
without his confent.or privity: but yet 1 know 
very well that thofe things whic in the general 
are for the moft part unlawful, may yet be fo 
circumplantiated in a particular cafe, as that — 
they may beconze not only lawful , but very com- 
mendable to be done in that cafe: and fucha 
fpectal cafe I take this to be, Andthough I 
‘think my felf accountable to the Author chiefly, 
if not tohim alone, for what Ihave done in this 
cafe , yet fome account thereof I {ball give to 
the Reader, fo far at leaf? us conceracth-thefe 
Writings, or ws neceffary for him to be acquain- 
ted with, a a eee 

When Ifirft met votth fone of thefe writings, 
and obtained the perufal of them , I thought 
them well worth my pains to tranfcribe : which 
I did partly for my own ule ; aud partly, feeing 
them written in loofe and {cattered papers , to 
preferve them from that danger of perifbing , 
from which I conceived the Authors larger and 
more compleat Works tobe more fafe and fecure, 
And having collected a pretty conftderable flock 
of them, 41 communicated fome of them, at 
{aw occafion, to fome friends, fome of them per- - 
fons of good judement and learning, who very 
much commended the fame: “and fearce any 
that faw them, but faid “twasgreat pity but — 
they fhould be printed, But befides the Appro- . 
bation of then by all to whom 1 did communt- 
cate them, JI perceiwed that they had a-real 


A 3 effect 





The Preface. 


effect tothe good and benefit of fome whe per- 
Te them: pe this i of the pelt 
effects which they produced by my communica 
tion of them toa few friends in private , did 
farther confirm my ovon opinion of them, that 
they muft certatnly do much good f publifbed ; 
and being made common have the fame 200d 
- influences upon many , which I found they had 
upon fome of thofe few to. whom they were coms- 
municated in private: but for the Manafcript 
Copies which I had , they were not fuffictent for 
all thofe fair opportunities of doing 200d with 
them, which I (aw even ansong my own friends 
and acquaintance, Whereupon I \ol icited the 
Author to publi(b them , or at leaft tb cove his 
confent to the publication of them; but could 
not prevail with him for either, although I 
_ know that no motive or argument u more preva- 
lent with hins than that of Doing Good. But 
when I perceived , as I thought , that the chief 
reafons why he would neither publifh them him- 
felf, nor give his confent to the publication of 
them, were finch as would be of no force againft 
the publication of them without his privity 
or knowledge , I began toconfider of doing that, 
, But before I refolved upon it, I fent two of 
the Largeft of thens to a perfon , whofe Fuagment 
1 know the Author doth much efteem , to have 
bis opinion of thems, xot letting him knew either 
” who was the Author, or who fent them to him; 
yo oe _ and 


- 
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pape received his opinion and commen- 
ation of thers, and that he judged them like 
todo much good, and [uch ag would be very fea- 
fonable to a publifbed, I began further to con- 
fder whether and how they might be pub- 
lifhed without ether Wrong or Injury on 
the one fide, or Offence on el to the 
Author. Aad for the former I reckoned that 
his concern én tt was either in refpe& of the 
Difpofal of the Copy, wherein would be no 
great difficulty ; or more ¢fpect ally in refpect of - 
the Writings to be publifhed., ¢f ether there 
[bould occurr any thing therein not fit to be made 
publick ; or if they were not fo well polifbed 
and perfected as might be for his credit and 
reputation, , . ig 
And although this might feem to be provided 
for in fome fort by Concealing his Name 
(which truly I {bowld much rather have made 
known , but that I knew I muft then venture 
doubly to incury his diples(ure) yet 1 looked 
spon this as but a weak and infufficient provi- 
fron, inasmuch as it ts not unufual for Learned 
men even from the very itile and genius of 
swritings to difcover the writers ; an experiment 
whereof I had feenin a perfor of learning and 
arts, to whom upon occafion I once [hewed one 
of the verttings of this Author, but purpofely 
concealed who the author was, whom notwith- 
Handing be foon difcovered from the writing it 
| A4 i 8 f olf 2 
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_ felf, telling me he knew no man that did thipk. 
at that rate, but [uch « perfor, who was the 
Author isdeed, And the truth is, thefe Wri+ 
tings do not obfcurely peak their author, being 
a mooft lively reprefentation of hinz, that is, of his 
Mind and Sonl, and of that Learning, wifdom, 
Piety and Virtue, which is very eminent and. 
con[picuows in him s particularly that of the 
Great Audit, which I ufe to look spon as his 
very picture, wherein reprefenting the Good 
Steward palfing bis Account, it was impoffible for 
him not to give a lively Reprefentation of him- 
felf as every Character of a truly wife and vir- 
tuows per[on muft needs agree with him who ts re- 
ally {uch ; and they who are eminently fuch can | 
hardly be unknown: and therefore it is not tm- 
 poffile that fome, even from the confider ation 
of the work, may difcover the work-man, befides 
many other occafions of difcovery whith may 
happen. ut 12 
But as I thought this too weak and infinjft- 
cient, fo 1 could not but think it altogether 
needlefs and unworthy both the excellent — 
Author, andthefehis pious and excellent me- 
ditations, to.be made ufe of to that end; and 
fhould much rather have abftained from publifb- 
“ing them at.all, than have relied upon fucha 
foift, if E had thought that they bad ftood 
in any need thereof, But as it was.only their 
- real worth and Excellence, and Ujfefalnefs = 
_ os & | movea 
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moved me 0 defire their publication, fo Iwas 
verily perfwaded , and aswell alfured as I could 
be in any woritings of my own , and that not: 
upon my own optnion-only, but upon the judgment 
of others alfo, that nothing liable to exce- 

ption doth occurr in thems , or any thing confide-’ 
rable that is queftionable , which hath not other ~ 
approved authors who fay the fame: and the 
truth is,the [ubject of them ts {ach as is not 
like to afford much matter of that nature; thefe 


being Moral and Practical things, whereas — a 


they are for the moft part matters of Speculation, 
and of curious (I had alinoft [aid prefumptnous ) 
and unnetelfary, if not undeterminable Speca- 
lation, which make the great flirrs, and are the 
matter and oscafions of greatef? controverfie , 
efpeczally among them of the Reformed Religion, 
| And though thele Writings never ander- 
went the laft Hand or Pencil of the Judicious 
Author, and therefore , in refpect of that perfe- 
étion which he could have given to them, be not 
altogether fo compteat as otherwife they might 
have been, yet if we confider them in them- 
felves, or with refpect to the writings whith 
are daily publifbed, even of learned men, and 
publifbed by the Authors themfelves, thefe will 
be found to be fuch as may not only very well: 
paff in the croud, but uch as are of no vulgar 
or common ftrain.: The Subjects of them in- 
| deed are common Themes, bat yet {uch as er 
a. 3 Oo 
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of moft weight and moment in the Life of Dan, 
_ aad of greateft concernment ; asin Nature thofe 


things, which are of greateft we and c 


oncern- 


ment, are weoft common, But the matter of 
his Meditations spon thefe fusbjects is not com- 
mon: For as he is 4 man that Thinks clofely 
and deeply of things, not after 4 common rate , 
fo bis writings, bis moft ex tempore Writings, 
have 4 certain Genius and Energie in them 


much above the common rate of Writers, And 


though thefe were writtes ex tempore , and 
in [uch manner as hath been faid before , yet 
the matter of them is for the mst part fuch, as 


he had- before well digeRed, and, as a 


Scribe 


infiructed to the Kingdoms of Heaven, had. 
treafured up in his heart, and out of this good 


treafure of his heart and the abundance of it 


be produceth thefe good things ; things which 


he looked upon as of greateft concern, and moft 
worth his ferious confideration, and had ac- 


cordingly weighed and confidered, And for the 


Stile, é# ts fuitable to the M itter, Significant, . 


Perfpicuous and Manly; his words are. Spirit 
and Life, and carry Evidence and Demonftr ation 
with them, Moral and Experimental Denson- 


ration: Vox non ex ore, fed ex pectore | 


emifla. 4nd if we take thefe writings all 
tegether , and weigh them duly and candidly, 


without any vain humour of critical and pe- 


dantick cenforionfncf, me may therein 


zo leff 


obferve 


j 


| The Preface. - 
lg the worth and excellence of their Au- 
thor, efpecially confidering in what manner they 
were written, than in his more elaborate 
Works: and being written and publilbed in this 
manner they do more evidently demonftrate the 
reality of bis Honeft, Virtuous, and Pious Prin- 
ciples, thas had they been defigned to be pub- 
lifbed , and been publifbed by himfelf; which 
perhaps may render. them not lef acceptable te 
fome Readers not of the lower rank, ae 
So that confidering the writings themfelves 
I could not think that there was any thing 
therein, whether of matter or form, which could 
render the publication of them: injurious or 
. prejudicial to the Anthor in the leaft in any 
of the refpects afore mentioned, Yet notwith- 
itanding for the greater fecurity I thought it 
might be fit, and but juft to give this true and 
ingenuous account both of the vccafton and man- 
ner of his writing, and of the publication of 
them without his privity or knowledge, And 
this I conceived might be a juft and fufficient 
means to fecure the Author againft all exce- 
ptions, as that which would wholly acquit hin 
in the judgment of all reafonable men, and 
transferr the blame, if any {bould be, tomy felf; 
which yet was no more shen what I muft have. 
refolved to have undergone had fe cen my 
own Writings which 1 bad publifbed, 
| it 
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It remained therefore only to confider how 
this might be done, as without Injury in other . 
refpects , {0 without Offence to the worthy 
Author, And for this, two things did not alittle 
encourage me. 1, The Honefly of my Defign | 
and Sincerity of my Intentionsinit: and2.The 
Candor and goodnefs of the Author, His Can- 
dor 1 knew to be fuch, that I doubted not of a 
fair and favourable conflruction of my Defign 
and intentions, And I knew his goodnefs , 
Affection and Readine/s to doGuod , to be fuch, 
that he could not but approve my Defien, that. 
is, to doGood ; the doing whereof Iknew tobe 
a thing of greater weight with him than all his 
reafons againft the Publication: And that much 
good may be done by the publication of thefe 
writings, I could alfure him upon my own expe- 
rience of the effects I had {een already produced 
by them in Manufcript, All which, when he 
| foould confider , 1 was perfwaded, though per- 
haps he might at firft be alittle furprifed with © 
the unexpected publication of them, yet he could 
not be much offended at it, And then if I 
could publifa them without either Injury or Of- 

‘ence tobin, I reckoned tt all one.in effect as tf 
Lhad had his confent before to tt. And herenpon 
‘Trefolved at laff upon it; and spon thefe confide- | 
vations bave made thus bold with this excel- 
Lent pevfon and my very good friend for the 
Good of others, which 1 foould not have done 


5“ 
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for any private advantage to my felf whatfo- 


ever, ~ - oe 
I doubt not but the Reader will be very des 
firons to know who the Author of thefe Ex- 
cellent mseditations i; and truly Iwas nolefs - 
defirous that he fhould know. it; and that for 
no inconfiderable reafons: 1. As it hath al 
ways been one of the moft ufual and conftant - 
Means and Methods, which Almighty God hath, 
in all ages and-Nations , ufed for the promotion — 


of the Good of Mankind , to raife up eminent 


Examples of Wirtue; {0 he hath been pleafed to | 
make this Author one of them in this Age and 
Nation: and becanfe the efficacyof the Exam- 
ples of Virtuous Actions doth no le[s depend pen 
the Principles from whence they proceed, than 
doth the intrinfick Virtue and Goodne(s of the 
A ttions themfelves, the Publication of thefe 
Writings, which (0 plainly wanifeft his Princt- 
ples, could not but be of great ufe to render 
his excellent Example the more effectual, and - 
fo become fubfervient to the Gracious Defigus of 
the Divine Providence, 2, In like manner 
on the other fide, the known worth, and Virtue, 
and Learning, and Prudence of the Author, 
would certainly have made thefe his Writings , 
bow Excellent foever of themfelves, yet more 
prevalent with many, 3. Aad becanfe he ts 
well known to bea perfon of extraordinary and 
admirable [agacity, dexterity, and impartiality 

«1M 
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in the [earch and the diftovery of the truth f | 
matters in queftion, and hath (though that be 
wot fo generally known) with much care and 
diligence , confidered and examined the Reafons 
and Evidences , both Natural and Moral, of 
Religion ; thefe writings, which fo plainly ma- 
wi , though upon another occafion, bis Senfe 
mwa Fudgment of the Chriftian Religion , might 
be of good ule to eafe many of the doubts and 
feruples of fome perfons, and to check the vain 
und inconfiderate pre{umption of others, abont 
Religion, And his Fudgmest in the cafe is the . 
more cunfiderable , as in rvefpeck of his great 
ability, and the care and diligence which he 
bath ufed in the examination of it; fo in re- 
[pect of his freedom from all thofe things, 
whether of Natural conftitution , or of profef- 
_— fion ,. or worldly intereft , which may be by fome 
_ fafpetted to prejudice or byafs the Judgments 
of others, And therefore I doubt not but fome, 
who bave a great refpect for his perfon, and 
may perhaps not have the fame thoughts of 
Religion which he hath , when they fbould fee 
his Fudgment ix the cafe , might by the Autho- 
rity thereof be moved to « further and better 
confideration of it, °Tis true, the life of Re- 
ligion is very vifible in his Life and Actions, 
which are all the genuine produtt of 4 found 
ana well-grounded perfwafion of the Truth of — 
«that Faith, which overcometh the world, and 
Oo : hath 
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hath indeed fet hin up much above it , yet bes 
caufe common Prudence may move 4 fober and - 
confiderate man to an external conformity to (a 
reafonable 4 Religion, and to the practice of 
thofe excellent Vistues which it requires, thefe 
writings may poffilly give more {atisfaction to 
fome concerning his Judgment inthe cafe, than 
bis Life and Attions, And in that. repedt 
they may polfibly come forth with fome advan- 
tage, being written and publifbea inthis man- 
ner; for here we may read his moft intimate 
and retired Thoughts. 2S 2 

Ana ie thefe reafons I much defired tohave 
prefixed his Name , or at leaft to have let the 
Reader know who he is; but I know that that 
world certainly have bees dipleafing to him; 
and therefore having made fo bold with him 
in the Publication of thefe his writings, I 
swould not prefume further to difcover who he 
is, though vs fo juft and honest evds; but. 
have purpofely left ont fime paffages which 
would too plainly have made bine known, 

Being far diftant from the Prefs, there may 
polfibly be fome few Typographical Errata, 
more than otherwife there fbould have been s 
but I hope that care hath been taken, that 
they are not many, nor very confiderable; the 
Senfe will enable the Reader to amend them. . 


_  - The 


¢ 4 ' 


The feveral Treatdes now publifhed are thefe, which 
_ fhould have been printed in this Order:.§ =~ 


|. Of the Confideration of our Latter End. 
- Of Wifdom, and the Fear of God. | 

. . Of the Knowledge of Chrift Crucified. -- : 

\. The Vittory of ‘Faith over the World; . .... 


Se” & Jacob’s Vow.. oie id a . a Oi avo. A >, : 
"Of Contentation.. © 7 } 
“5 Of Afilfions,. 
“A good Method to entertain unftable and troubles 
Changes and Troubles: A Poem, —- 
- “Of the Redemption of Time, ' 


is, The Great Andit. Je 

-. Direttions touching the Keeping of the Lord’s : 
| Day yin. Letter to bis Children. 

‘Poems upon Chtiftmas-Day, : : 





- Ut Nox longa quibus mentitur amica, Diefque |. 

Longa videtur opus debentibus ,. ut piger Annus 

 Pupillis, quosdura premit cuftodia matrum : | 

- Sic mihitarda fluunt ingrataque tempora, que {pem 
Coafiliumque motantur.agendi graviteridquod 

_ qué panperibus prodeft, :locupletibus aque, * 

AEqué negleétum pueris, fenibufque nocebit,. — 


ys 
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OFTHE: | Bi 
CONSIDER ATION® 
pee 
LATTER END. 
a 4ND oe a 


(The Bener rs of it, 





‘DEUT. rer. 
O that they were. wife, that they under ftood - 
this, that they would confider their lat- 
ter end! oo = | 


eT may be probably thought 
ay that the principal intention 
ie Of this with off Mofes was, 
yy That’ the People of z/rael 
Wists bad a due confideration of. 
| _ _ their fizal rejection ; the ten . 
Tribes for their Idolatry, arid the two Tribes 
for their Crucifying of the aeffias and 
| Bw nov 






a Of the Confideration 
not only of that ftate of reje@ion, but of the 
caufes of it, namely, Idolatry and Reje- 
~ Aion of the Afefizs, which confideration 
would have made them wife and prudent to 
avoid thofe-great Apoftafies which fhauld 
occafion fo terrible a defertion and rejection 
by God. : 7a 
But cettainly the words contain an evi- 
dent truth, with relation to every particular 
perfon, and to that latter end that is com- 
‘mon to all mankind, namely, their /atter 
end by death, arid {eparation of the Soul and 
, Body, the due canfideration whereof is a 
great partof wifdom, anda great means to 


attain and improve it; and very manyof . 


the fins and follies of mankind,as they do in 


a great meafure ptoceed from-the want of . 


an attentive and ferious confideration of 
it, fowould be in:a great meafure cured 
by it. | Fon sa 


It isthe mof certain, known, experéenced 


truth in the World , that all men muft die, - 


that the time of that.death is uncertain, 
that yet moft certainly ie will come, 


and that within the compafs of no long _ 


‘time: hema the tfme of our Life might 
be protracted to its longeft period, yet te 
is ten thoufand to one that it will not excee 

fourfcore years; where one man attains 


tothat age, tentheufand diebeforeit; aad © 
a a , | | thiv 
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tiene so 


Of our Latter End. 
this Le@ureis read unto us bythe many ca~ 
fualties and difeafes that put a period to the 
Lives of many in our owh experience and. - 
obfervation, by the many warnings and” 
monitions of Mortality that evéry niah finds 
in himfelf either by che occurrences of dif= 
eafes and weaknefles, aid efpecially by the 
declinations that are apparent inus, if we 
attain to any confiderable age 5 and the 
weekly Bills of Mortality ih the great City,' 
where weekly thete are taken away ordina= 
rily three hundréd perfons: The Monurnentd 
and Graves itt every Church and Church- 
yard do fot only evince the truth of it}! 
whereof noman of underftanding doubts , 
bue do urnceffantly itculcate the remem- 
branceofit,  . | ' oie o 4 

And yet it is ftrange to. fee, that this — 
great truth, wheréof in the Theory no - 
man doubts, is /é#le confidered or thought 
upon by the moft of mankind: But not-— 
withf{tanding all thefé monitions and reé- 
membrances of Mortality ,- the living lay 
itnot to heart, and look upon it as a bu- 
“finefs that little concerns them, as if they 
were not concerned in this common ‘con- 

_ dition of mankind, and as if the condition 

of Mortality only concerned them that’ 

actually die, or are under the immediate 

Harbingers of it , fome defperate or acute >... 
Ba. © @ifeafes,*,  - 


A Of the Confideration 
difeafes, but concerned not then that ate at — 
prefent in health, or not under the ftroke of 
a mortal ficknefs, The Reafons of this In-. 
confideratene(s feem principally thefe: 

_ 1. That men are not willing to enter- 
tain this unwelcom ‘thought of their own 
latter End; the thought whereof is fo un- 
welcome and troublefomea Gueft, that it . 
feems to blaft and difparage all. thofe pre- 
fent ‘enjoyments of Senfe, that this Life. 
- affords: Whereby it comes to pafsthat, as: 
Death it felf is unwelcome when it draws 
near, fo the thoughts and. apprehenfions 
of it become as unwelcome as the thing. 
it felf. ; | - 
_ 2..A vain foolith conceit that the con- 
' fideration ofthe latter End is-a kind of 
prefage and invitation of it; and upon this 
account I have known many {fuperftitiouflly 
‘and foolithly to forbear the making of their 
Wills, becaufe-it feemed to them ominous; 
and a prefageof Death; whereas this con-. _ 
fideration, though it fits and prepares a 
man for Death, itdoth no way haften or 
prefage if. . | o 7 
- 3. A great difficulty that ordinarily at- 
tends our humane condition, to think other- 
wile concerning our condition than what 
at prefent we feel and find. We are now 
yo health, and we can hardly bring our 

o felves . 


of cour Latter-End: 7 
felves to think that a time moft.and will 
come wherein we fhall be fiek: We-atre 
now in life, and therefore we can ‘hardly 
caft our thoughts into fuch a mould to think 


we fhall die ; and hence ic is true, as the 


common Proverbis , That’ there is.no'man 
fo old, but he thinks he thall live a year 
longer. : | oe 
It is true, this is the way of mankind 
to put far from us the evil day and the 
thought of it; but this our way is osr 
folly, and one of ‘the greateft occafions of 
thofe other. follies that commonly attend 
our lives; and therefore the great means te 
_ cure this folly and to makeus wife, is wifely 
to confider our latter end. ' This Wifdom . 
appears in thofe excelent effects it produ- 
ceth, which are generally thefeswo: 1. It - 
teacheth us #0 dive wed. . 2. It teacheth us 
to die eaftly, Forthe former of thefe, -the 
confideration of our latter end dothin no |» 
fort make our lives the fliorter, but it is. 
a great means to maké our lives the; 
better. oe a "i 
1. It is a great monition and warxing 
of us to avoid Sin, and a great ‘means ta 
prevent it.. When I fhall confider that 
certainly I muftdie, and I know not how. 
foon, why fhould I commit thofe things , 
that if they -haften not my latter end, yet 
: ) BS) _ they | 





6 Of the Confideration. 
they will make it more uneafie and trouble- 


eo. a, 


Life. 

‘ 3. Iisa great motive and means to put 
as upon the beft and moft profitable zm- 
provement of our time. There be certain 
Civil and Natural actions of our lives that 
God Almighty hath indulged and allowed 
tous, and indeed commanded us with mo- 
deration to ufe: ‘ As the competent fup- 
plies of our own Natures with moderation — . 
and fobriety, the provifion for our Fami- — 
lies, Relations, and Dependances, without 
_ covetoufnefs or anxiety; the diligent and 
faithful walking inour Callings, and dif- 
_ Charge thereof: But there are alfo other 
bufineffes ‘of greater importance, which 
yet are attainable without injuring ous 
felves in thofe common concerns of our 
Lives; namely , our knowledge of God, 
and of his Will; of the dottrine of our 
Redemption by Chrift; our inher of 
ie Chee ee i ev Ins 


of our Later'End. 
Sins paft;i making and keeping our Peace 
with God , acquaiatihg our felves with | 
Him; living, to. His.Glory , ‘walking asin 
His Prefence, Praying to Him, learning © 
‘$0 Depend upon Him, Rejycing in Him; 
walking Thankful unto Him. Thefe, and 
fuch like as thefe, arethe great Bufinefs and 
Endof our Lives, for which.we enjoy them 
in this World; and thefe fic and ‘prepare 
us for that whichisto come: And the cor 
fideration that our lives are fhort and un 
certain , and that Death will fooner og 
later come, puts us upon this refolution 
and practice to do this our great work 
while it is called to. day, that weloiter not 
_ our day, and neglect.our task and © 
work while we have time:and opportunity, 
left the night overtake us when we calle — 
not work; to gain Oylin our Lamps be: 
fore the door be fhut: And if Men would 
wilely' confider their latter Ends, they 
might do this great bufinefs, this one thing 
neceflary, with eafe and quietnels, yea, 
and without any neglec& of what is necef- 
fary to be done in order to the common ne+ 
ceffitiesof our Lives and Callings ; itis not 
thefe that difable us and rob us'of our time: : 
- But the Thieves that rob us of our time, 
and our one thing neceflary, are negli- 
gence, excels of pleafures,’ immoderate and 
B4  exceffive - 
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3 Df the Confideratiot | 
exceffive cares and folicitoufnels fot Wealth; 
and Honour, and Gtandeur j exceffive 
eating and drinking, curiofity , idlenefs 5 
. thefe are. thé great confumptives that do 
not:only exhauft that time that would be 
with infinite advantage {pent in our at- 
' fainment, and petrfeéing., and finifhing 
the: great work and bufinefs of our lives 
- and then when Sicknefs come, and Death 
~ come, and God Almighty calls ipon us 
to give up the Account of our Steward- 
fhip, we are.all in confufion, our bufinefs 
is not half done, it may be not begun, — 
And yet our Lampis out, our day is fpent ;. 
_ night hath overtaken us, and what we do . 
is: with much trouble, perplexity, and 
vexation ; and poffibly our Soul takes its 
Hight before we can finifh it: ‘and all this. 
vould have:been prevented, and remedied, 
by.a due confideration of our.Jatter End ; 
and that' would have put us upon making ufe. 
of the preferit time, and prefeat éppdrtu- 
nity, todoour great work while jt is called 
“to day, becaufe:the night cometh when no 
mancamwork, © = 2 ...0..05 04) 
* 3. Moft certainly the wifeconfideration . | 
of our latter End, and the employing of our 
{elves, upon that Account, upon that Oné — 
_ thing neceflary , renders the life the moft 
_ dontenting and comfortable life in the World. 
Ae oe Mae * . For. 


\ 


of our’ Latter’ End. 9g 
For as a man, that: is a man afote-hand in 
the World, hath-a much :more quiet life 
in order to externals, than he that. is be-. 
hind-hand ; fo fuch 4 man, that takes his 
opportunity to gain a ftock of grace and 
favour with God,. that hath made his 
peace with his Maker through Chrift Jefus, 
hath done a great part of the chief bufinefs 


of his Life , -and is ready ‘upon all occa- | 


fions , for all conditions, whereunto the - 
Divine Providence thal] affign him, whe- 
ther of life or death, or health or ficknefs , 
or povertyor riches, he is as it were afore- 
hand: in the. bufinelfs and concern of his 
everlafting , and of his prefent ftate alfo. 
If God lead him longer life in this World, 
he carries on his great bufinefs to greater 
degrees of perfection, witheafé, and with- 
out difficulsy; trouble, or perturbation ; 
But if Almighty God cut him fhorter, and - 
calls him fo give an-aceount of his Steward- 
fhip, he is regdy,. dnd his accounts are fair , 
and his bufinefs 1s not now to be gone about 
Bleffed’ is -that Servant whom his, Mafter when 
be comes (ballfindfodging, > © 9-0 | 
- 3. As thus this Confideration makes the 
Life better , {0 it makes Deatheafie. © 
1. By frequent confideration of death. 
and diffolution, he is taught not to fear it; 
heis, asig were, acquainted: with jt afore- 
_ Se 2 hand, 
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to Of the Confideration | 
hand, by often preparation for it. The 
fear of death is moge terrible than death ir 
felf, and by frequent coafideration thereof, 
a man hath learned not to fear it. Ever 
Children by being accuftomed to what 
ie at firft terrible to them, learn not ta 
car. ce 
2. By i confideration of our lae- 
th becomes to be no furprize 
untous. The great terror of death is when 
it furprifeth 2 man unawates ; but antici- 
pation and preparation for it takes away 


_ any poffibility of furprize upon him that 


is prepared to receive it. Bilsey the Martyr 
was uled , before his Martyrdom, to put 
his Finger in the Candle, that fo the 
flames might be no novelty unto him, nor 
furprize him by reafon of unaequainted- 
nee with it; and, he thae often confiders 
his latter end, feems to experiment death 
afore tt comes, whereby he is neither 
furprifed nor affrighted with it , when it 
comes. 7 i e = 
3. Thegreateft fting and terror of death 
are the paft and unrepented Sins of the paft 
life, the reflection upon'thefe is that which 
is the ftrength , the elixir , the venom of 
death it felf. Hetherefore that wifely con- 
fiders his latter end, takes. care to make 
his peace with God in his life time; and. 


of aur Latter End. ay 
by true Faith and Repentance to get his 
Pardon fealed; to enter into Covenans 
with his God , and to keep it ; to husband 
his tume in the fear of God, to obferve His 
Will, and keep His Laws; to have his 
Confcience clean and clear: And being 
thus prepared, the malignity of death: is 
cured, and the bitternelsof it healed, and 
the feay of it removed: and when a man 
can entertain it with fuch an Appeal to Al- 
mighty God; asoncethegood King Heae- 
kiab made, in that ficknefs which was of it.’ 
felf mortal, J/4. 38.3. Remember now, Ibe- 
feech thee O Lord, how 2 have walked before 
thee with a perfect heart, &c. it makesas 
well the thought, as the approach of death, _ 
noterrible bufinefs. oo 
4- But that which, above all, makes 
death eafie to fuch a confidering man, is 
this: That by the help of this Confide- 
ration, and the due improvement of - it , 
as is before fhewn, death to fuch a man 
becomes nothing elfe but a Gate unto a 
better life, not fo much a diflolution of 
his prefent life, asa change of it for a far 
more glorious, happy, and immortal life: 
So that though the Body dyes, the Man dyes 
not; for the Sowl, which is indeed the Man, - 
makes but a tranfition from her life inthe — 
Body, to 2 life in Heaven: no moment. — 
i i ids Ber. 
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a2 Of the Confideration 
intervenes between the putting off the 
one , to the putting on the other: And 
this is the great Priviledge, thattheSon . 
of God hath given us, that by His death 
hath fandified it unto us, and by His life 
hath conquered it , not only in Himlelf, bat 
for uss; 1 Cor. 15.57. Thanks be unto God , 
whe hath given us the victory, through Jefus 
Chrift oar Lord ; and our Victory, thatis thus .— 


' given us, is this, 1. That the fting of © | 


death is taken away, and 2. That this 
very death it felf is rendred to us a Gate 


and paffage to life eternal ; and upon this 


account it can neither hurc , nor may juftly 
affright us. . It is reported of the Adder 
that when fhe is old, fhe glides through 
fome ftrait paflage and leaves her old skin 
in' the paflage, aad thereby renews her 
vigour and her life. Itistrue, this paflage 
through death is fomewhat ftrait, and un- 
eafie to the Body , which, like the decayed. 
skin of the Adder , is left bythe way, and 
not without fome ar and difficulty to 
it; but the Soul pafleth through without 
any harm, and without. any expence of 
time, and in the next moment acquires 


her eftate af Immortality and Happinels, 


And this is. the Victory over Death, that — 


all thofe have, that by true Repentance 
— and Faith are partakers of Chrift and the 


benefits - 


ee ee | 1. 
— of our Latter End: - ¥z 
benefits of His Death and Refurreétion, who’ 
hath brought Life and Immortality tolighte — 
by the Gofpel. a ne 
And now. having gone through the be- 
nefits of this wife Confideration of our 
latter ends, I thal now add fome Camtions 
that’ are neceflary to be annexed to this 
Confideration: We are to know that al- 
though Death be thus fubdued and rendred 
rather a benefit than a terror to good men 
et : - 
| : he Death is not to be wifbed or defired , 
though it be an object not to be feared ; sit 
is a thing not to becoveted, for certatnly: 
life is the greateft temporal bleffing in the’ 


World. It was the paffion, not the vietue, of .. 


that excellent Prophet E£/:j4h, that defired to 
dye, becaufe he thought himfelf only left _ 
of the true worfhippers of God; 1 Kings. 
| 19.4. We are all placed inthis World by 
Almighty God, and a talent of life is de- 
livered to us, and we are commanded to. 
improve it; 2 task is fer every one of us 
in this Itfe by the great Mafter of the Fa- 
mily of Heaven and Earth, and we are 
required with patience, and obedience, and 
-faithfulnefs to perform our task, and not 
to be weary of our work, nor with our | 
day at an end before itstime. Whenour 
Lord calls us, it 1s our duty with win 
— an 


14 Of the Coitfideration — 
and chearfulnefs to obey His call; but un- 
til'He calls, it is our duty, with patience, 
and contentednefs, to perform our task, 
to be doing of our work. And indeed in 
this life our Lord hath delivered us feveral 
tasks of great importancetodo; ds namely, 
_¥. To improve our graces and virtues , 


o~- OF GL Sot 4g 


our Knowlédge and Faith, and thofe works 


of piety and goodnefs that he requires : 
the cam and er oler we follow that bufi- 
nefs here, the greater will be our reward 
and improvement of glory hereafter: And 
_ therefore as we muft, with all readinefs ; 
give over our work when our Mafter calls 
uss fo we mult, with all diligence and pet- 
 feverance, continue our. employment. out 

till he calls us, and with all thankfulnefs 
unto God entértain and rejoyce in that 


portion of life he lends us, becaufe we have. ; 


thereby an opportunity of doing our Ma- . 


fter the more fervice, and of improving 


the degrees of our own glory and happinels. 


2. And befides the former, he hath alfo fet 
us another task, namely, to ferve our Ge- 
-meration; to give an exampleof virtue and 
goodnefs ; to encourage others in the ways 
of virtue and goodnels; to provide for our 
Families and ‘Relations; to do all good 


offices of Juftice, Righteoufnefs, Liberality, 


€harity to others ; chearfully and indu- 


ftrioufly 


of our Latter End. 38 


| ftrioufly to follow our Callings and Em- 
| ployments; and infinite more as well Na- 


tural, Civil, Moral employments, which 
though of a lower importance in refpeé 
of our felves:, yet are of greater ufe and 
moment in refpect of others, and are as 
well as theformer required of ys, and part 
of the task that our great Lord requires of - 
us, and for the fake of which healfo be- 


 ftows many Talents upon‘us to be thus im- 


proved in this life, and for which we mutt 
alfo at the end of our day give our Lord 
an account; and therefore for the fake of 
this alfo we. are to be thankful for our life ; 
and not be defirous to leave our poft, our 
ftation, our bufinefs, our life till our Lord. 
call us to Himlelf in the ordinary way of 
His Providence, for He is the only Lord 
of our lives, and we are not the Lords of out 
ownlives. | 
2. A fecond Caution ts this, That as 
the bufinefs, and employments, and con- - 
cerns of our life muft not eftrange us from 
the thoughts of death, fo again we muft 
be careful that the overmucl: thought of 
death do not fo much poflefs our thoughts’ 
as to make us forget the concerns of our . 
fife, nor neglect the bufinefles which that’ 
rtion of time is allowed usfor: As, the 
buinefs of fitting our Souls for Heaven, the 
. bufinefies 
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16 = Of. thé. Confideration ; ec. 
bufineffes of our callings, relations, places; — 
ftations ; Nay. the comfortable , thankful, 
fober enjoyments of thofe honeft lawful 
comforts of our life that God lends us, fo as 
it be done with great fobrrety, moderation 
as in the prefence of God, and with much | 
thankfulnefs to Him 3 for this is part of 
‘that very duty we.owe to God for thofeé 
very external comforts and bleffings we en- 
joy. Dest. 28. 47. A wife and dueconfide- 
ration of our latter ends is neither to render 
us a fad, melancholy, difconfolate people , 
nor to render us unfit for the bufineffes and* - 
offices of our life, but to render us more — 
- watchful, vigilant , induftrious, . foberl 
chearful and thankful to that God that hat: 
been pleafed thus to make our lives fervice- 
able to Him, comfortable tous, profitable. 
toothers, and after all thisto take away the 
_ bitternefs and fting of death through Jefus 

Chrif ourLord| es 
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That that is True Wispom. 





: JOB XxviiL 28. 


a 
:. And to man he faid, Behold, the fear 
* of the Lord that ss wifdom , and to depart — 
from evil 1s underftanding. — — 
He great prebeminence that Mart 
hath over Beatts is his Reafor , 
and the great preherhinence that 
_ ~~, one man hath over another is 
“ Wifdom ; though all mea have ordinarily 
the priviledge of Reafon, yetall men have 
not the habit of Wifdom. The greateft 
commendation that we. canordinarily give. 
~ @man is that he is a wife man, and the 
! greatelt 


“3B Of Wifdom. and 


grea teft reproach that can beto aman, and 


that whichis worft refented, isto be called 
or efteemed a fool; and yetas muchas the - 
reputation of wifdom is valued, and the - 


~: 
— 

re 
o 


+m 


reputation of folly is refented, the genera- -. 
lity of mankind are in truth very. fools, « 


and make it the great part of their bufi- 


Rh 


nefs tobe fo, and many that pretend tofeek :. 
after wifdom, do either miftake the thine, = 
or. miftake the way to attain; commonly : 
thofe that are the greateft pretenders to. 


wifdem. and the fearch after it, place it in - 


-, 


fome little narrow concern, but place it :. 
not inits true latitude commenturatetothe ° - 


nature of mankind: And henceit is that 


one efteems it the only wifdom to be 2 . 
wife Politician or Statefman, another to - 
be a wifeand knowing Naturalift, another - 
to-be a wife acquirerof Wealth, and the . 


like; and all thele are i/doms in their kind, 
and the World perchance would be much 
better than itis, if thefe kind of wifdoms 


were more in fafhion than they are; but . 


yet thefe are but partial wifdoms , the wil- 


dom that is moft worth the feeking and- 
finding is that which renders aman a Wife _ 


wsane | 


° 


‘ 
, 


- This excellent man je after a diligent . 
_ fearch (in the {peech of this Chapter) after | 


Wildom , what it is, where to be found , 
oe "ak ' doth 


wT 


fe 


J 
ib 


the Fear of God. = = tg 
doth at length make thele tsv0_ Corclafions , 
viz, 1. That the true root of Wildom, 
and that therefore beft knew where it was 
to be found, and how to be attained, is 
certainly none other but Almighty God; - 
verl. 23. God. anderflandeth the way thereof - 
and knoweth the place thereof: and 2. As 
he alone beft knew it, fo hebeft knew how. - 
to pre{cribe unto mankind the means and 
method toattain it. Tomanhe faid, to fear 
God that is wifdow, thatis, itis. the proper 
and adequate wifdom futable to humane | 
nature, and to the condition of mankind : 
and we need not doubt but it (1s ) fo, be- 
caufe he, that beft knew what was the 
beft rule of wifdom, prefcribed it to man, 
his beft of vifible creatures, whom we have 
juft reafon to believe he would not deceive 
with a falfe or deficient rule of wifdom;: 


fince as wifdom is the beauty and glory of 


man, fo wifdom in man fets forth the 
glory, and excellency, and goodnefs of God. 
And confonantto this, -Dauid.a wifeKing , 
and Solomon the wilelt of men, affirm the . 
fame truth, Afel-r11. 10, Tbe fear of the 
Lordisthe beginning of wifdom, a good under- 
Sanding have they that do his. commandments, 
Prov.1.7. The fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of knowledge, but fools de(pife wifdom and: 
infirwttion: and 9. — fear of the Lord 

| | 2 . is 


20 Of Wifdom and. 

is the beginning of wifdom, and the knowledge 
of the holy is underftauding, And whenthe 
wife man had run all his long travel of 
Experiments to attain that which might 
be that good for the children of men, ii 
the end of his tedious chace-and purfuit, he 
clofeth up all with this very fame conclu- 
fion, Eccle—. 12. 13. Let us hear the conclu- 
fron of the whole matter, Fear God and keep 
his Commandments , for this is the whole duty 
of man; and he gives a fhort, but effectual 


Reafon of it, For Ged {ball bring every work 


into judgment , with every fecret thing, whe- 
ther it be good , or whether it be evil, And 
hence it is that this wife man, who had 
the greateft meafure of wildom of any meer 
man fince the creation of Adam; that had 
as great experience and knowledge of all 
things and perfons; that made it his bufi- 
nefS to fearch and to. enquire , not only 
into wifdom , but into madnefs and folly ; 
that had the greateft opportunity of wealth’ 
and power to make the exadteft enquiry: 
therein: This wife, and inquifitive , and. 


experienced man, inall his Writiags, {tiles 


the man fearing God and obeying him, the 
dnly wife man; ands the perfon that neg- 


Teds this duty, the only fool and mad” 


gan. | | . , oo 
And yet it is ftrange-to fee how little 


this | 
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the Fear of God. ay 


this is thonghit of ov believedinthe world: Nay, - 


for the moft part, he is thought the wifeft _ 
man who hath the leaft of this principle 
of Wifdom appearing in him; that thakes 
off the fear of God, or the fenfe of his 

fence, or the obedience'to his will , and 
the difcipline of Confcience; and by craft, 
or fubtilty, or power, or oppreffion, or by 
whatfoever method may be moft condu- 
eible, purfues his ends of profit; or power, — 
or pleafure, or what elfe his own vain 
thoughts and the miftaken eftimate of the 
generality of men render defirable in this 
World: And onthe other fide, he that 
‘governs himfelf, his life, his thoughts’, 
words, actions, ends, and purpofes, with - 
the fear of Almighty God, with fenfe.and 
awe of his prefence ,; according to his 
word, that drives at a nobler .end: than 
ordinarily the World thinks of, namely, ° 
peace with Almighty God, and with his’ 
own Heart and Conicience,, the hope ‘and 
expectation of Eternity, fuch:a manis | 
counted a fhallow, empty ,: inconfiderate, 
foolifh man, one that carries no ftroke in. 
the World, a man ladenswith a.meélan- 


choly delufion, fetting a great rate upon 


a World he fees not, and neglecting the 
opportunities of the World:hefees. = . 
But upon a found and true Examination, - 

C 3 | of 
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ae 


of this bufinefs, we fhall find thas the man. 


that feareth God is the wifeft man, and he 
that upon that account departs from evilis 


the man of greateft underftanding...._Ifhall - 
shew therefore thefe two things 5:1.‘ Whatig = 
isto fearGod. 2. That thisfear of Godis ~ 
moft demonftratively the: beft Wifdom of ; 
mankind, and makes aman trulyandreally : 


-awife man, : 


1. Touchingthe firft of thee,” Fear is an : 


affection of the Soul that is as much diverfi,_: 


‘ 


fedas any one Affeétion whatfoever; Which < 
diverfification of this affection arifethfrom : 


the diverfification of thofe obje@s by which . 


this Affection is moved. I fhall mention 
thefefour, ee 
1. Fear of Defpondency or Defperation , 


which arifeth from the fear of fame: great 


and important danger that is unavoidable ; 


or at leaft fo apprehended ; and this isnot : 


the Fear that is herecommended to man- 
kind, _? 


-°2. Fear of Terrowr or Affrightment) . 
which is upon. the fenfeof fome grezt im, - 

ortant danger, thatthough poffibly it may . 
be avoided, yet ‘it carries with‘it a great ; 


probability and immediate impendency, ; 
. as the fear of Mariners ina ftorm,. or a féar . 


that befalls a man in fometime or place of - 


«this 


"great confufion oy: vifible calamity. And - 


the Fear of God. ag 


this kind of fear of Almighty God is fome- 
times effectual and ufeful to bring men to 
Repentance after fome great difpleafure of - 
Almighty God by Sin or Apoftacy ; but this 
is not that fear that is here, at leaft primart- | 


ly and principally, meant,but thofetwothat — 


follow. : = , 
3. A Fear of Reverence or Awfulnefs ; and | 
this fear is raifed principally upon the fenfe 
of fome objeé full of glory, majefty, great- 
nefs, though poffibly there is no caufe ofexe 
pe@ting any hurt from the perfon of thing 
thus feared: Thus a Subject bears a reve 
rential fearto his Prince, from the fenfe of 
his majefty and grandeur ;* andthus much 
more she majefty and greatnefs of Almighty 
God excites reverence and awfulnefs;though 
there were no other ingredient into thar — 
fear. ‘Jer.5.21. Will ye not fear me, faith 
the Lord, will ye not tremble amy prefence? 
&c. Fer.10. 7. Who would not yk: thee, Q. 
King of Nations } ee mere 
4. A Fear of Caution or Watchfulnefs, 
This is that which the Wife man coh. 
mends, Prov. 28.14. Bleffedis the man that 
feareth always: And this fear of Caution 
isa due care and vigilancy not todifpleafe 
that perfon from whom we enjoyor: hope 
‘ for good; the fear of a Benefactor, or oF 
. that perfon from whoni wemay, upon forme — 
| C 4 juft 
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juft caufe or demerit, expe@an evil, as the 
fear of a juft and righteous Judge. And 
thefe two latter kinds of fear, namely, the 
_ fear of Reverence, and the fearof Gaution, ~ 
are thofe that are the principal ingredients « 
conftituting this fear of Godthatthefe ex- = 
cellent men commend to us as true Wil. =: 
dom... P a ee 
© flow. this fear of -God ertfeth from thofe. 
right and: true apprehenfions concerning 
Almighty God, that do witha kind of con- 
naturality and fuitablenefs excite both thefe 
two: kinds of. Fear, and thofe feem to be 


‘principally thefe.three: | 2 
: x. A true and deep fenfe of the Being - 

f God, namely:, That. there is a moft Ve 
excellent and perfect Being, which wecall 
_ God, the only true God, the Maker of all. 
things: But thisis not enopgh to conftitute 
this Fear, for Epicurus and Lycian did believe 
that there wasa God, yet were without the 


_. fear of him. 


~ g. ‘Atrue and deep fenfe, knowledge, and 
confideration of the Attributes of God, And 
although all the Attributes of God are but fo 
many expreffions and declarations of his per- 
feétion and excellency, and therefore all con- 
‘gribute to advange and improve this fear, 
efpecially of Reverence,yer there be fome ate 
. ¢ribures,. that feem in a more (pecjal manner 


{ ‘ 
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to excite and raife this affection of fear’, -as. 
well the fear of reverence, as that of caution: 
and vigilancy; asnamely, 1. The Uajeffy_ 
and Glory of Ged, at whichthevery Angels, — 
of Heaven, that are confirmed in an un-. 
changeable eftate of happinefs, carry an 
inward, and expre(s an outward reverence,. 
2. But Majefty and Glory without Power. 
isnot perfect, therefore the fenfe.and know- 
ledge of the almighty Power of God isa great’ 
obje@t of our fear: He doth whatfoever he 
pleafeth, all things had their being from — 
fim , and have. their. dependance on him. 
3. The deep knowledge of: the Gooduefs. of: 
Ged, and that Goodnefs not only Immanent. - 
in himfelf, but Emanantand Communica- — 
tive: and from this diffufive and commu;, | 
nicative. Goodnefs of. God. all things had, — 
their actual being, and from him they do. 
enjoy it. And both thefe Goodneffes of God, 
the Immanent and Emanant Goodnelles 
are the nobleft :exciter of the. nobleft fear, 
a fear (pringing from Love, and that love, 
fixing upon. the Immanent goodagls of. Gad 
which is altogether lovely and perfeét,,.and 
alfo upon the Emanant and Communicative 
goodnels of. Gad, as heis our Benefagtog ¢ 
and wherever there is this love, there is his 
fear both of Reverence and Caution... We 
gannot choofe.but honour .and pat 
a an 
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and be careful to obferve and pleafe what- 
foever we thus love, the intriffick nature of 
that which we love for itsown worth and 

erfeétion binds us by a kind of natural 
Pond or refult to reverence and honour , 


and the extrinfick emanation of that good- 


nefs unto us binds us to reverence and 
efteem, and honour it as our Benefactor by 


adouble bond , vez. firft , of Gratitude or 
- Benevolence to him that communicates this 


good ; fecondly, by abond of Prudence and. 


felf-prefervation not to difoblige him from 
‘whom we have ‘our good and upon whom 


we have our dependance , left a difobli- 


gation fhould occafion his fubftraction or 


abatement of that good fromus. Where- 
foever there is dependance, asthere muft be 


naturally love to that upon which is our. 


dependance, fo there muft be neceffarily a 
fear both of Reverence and Caution , even 
upon principlesof felf-love, if there were 
nothing elfe to command it. 4. A deep 
fenfe, knowledge and confideration of the 
Divine Omniftience. If there were all the 


other motives of fear imaginable, yet if 
this were wanting , the fear of God would _ 
be in a great-meafure abated, for what 

availeth reverence or caution, if he to 
* whom it is intended do not know it? and 

what damage can be fuftained by a neglect 
ep , ; or 
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or omiffion of that fear, if God Almigh 
know it not? The want of this Conf. 
deration hath made even thofe Atheifts that 
yet acknowledgeda God , ‘fuch were Epi: 
surus, Diagoras, Lucretius, Lucian-and others . 
among the Philofophers, and fuch.was Zi . ~ 
phaz -his oppreflor;! Job 22; 131 How doth Ged 
know ?. anacan he judge through the theck cloud? 
or David's fool, Pfal, 94.7. The Lord {bak 


pat fee, neither foall the Godof,facob regard; 


But: the All-knowing God» fearcheth the 
very thoughts, and knows the Heart and — 
all the actions. of our lives ;. Wot. word in 
oar tongue but he heareth:it ,. and knows omr 
thoughts a far of.::5. A.deep -fenfe of the 
Holinef and Purity of God, which mutt needs 
caufe in him an:aveérfenefs:unto andabhor: ~ 


rence. of whatfoever. is finful or impure; _ . 


Laftly , the fenfe of the Fufice of God , not 
only an inherent Juftice which. is the re&ti- 
tude of his nature , :but a tranfientior diftris 
burive Juftice., that‘ will moft: certainly 
diftribute rewards to obedience, obfervance, 
ang the fear of. his Name, but punifhnients 
to the difobedient- and thofe that have no 
fear: of him before’ their. Eyes.. ‘The deep 
confideration .and fenfe of thefe attributes 
of the Divine perfe@ion muft needs excite 
both the fear of Reverence, and the fear 
pf Caution , or fear of offending either by - 

oS | ¢com- 
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commiffion of what may difpleafe Gad, ox 
of, omitting of what is pleafing tohim. 
5. 3. But although this knowledge of Al- 
mighty God and his Attributes may juftly 
excite a fear both of Reverence and Cau- 
tion, yet without the knowledge of fome- 


. thing elfe that fear will be extravagant and 


 diforderly ,,and fometimes begets Super- 
ftition or ftrange exorbitancy jn this fear , 
_ rin the exprelfions of it, and a want of 
eegularity of. duty or obedience; if a man 
know that Almighty. God is juft, and ‘will 
reward obedience and punith difobedience , 
yet if he knows not what he will. have 
done or omitted , he ewill indeed fear to 


difpleafe him , ‘but he: will. not know how. 


to pleafe, or to obey him: Therefore. be- 
fides the former there: muft'( be ).a Kxow. 
hedge of the will or Law of God. in things to be 
done or omitted. This.Law-of God hath 
aidouble Inferiptios, 1.1n Nature, and that 
is again: twofold ; firlt ,..the natural. rudi- 
_ foents of ‘Morality. and. Piety written in 
the Heart: fecondly, fich: as are deduci- 
ble by the exercife of Natural redfon and 
light ; for even froma the notion of God 
there do refult certain confequences of: Na- 
- tural Piety and Religion; as that he:is to 


_. be prayed unto, tobepraifed, that he isto © 


be imitated as far forth as_is poffible by us ; 
Bi | = «ENGI 
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therefore as he tin hla good, 
merciful, fo muft we be. 2. But we have 
a more excellent Tranfcript of the Divine 
Will, namely , the Holy Scriptures, which | 
therefore a man that fears God will acer 4 
and obferve and pra@ife , as being the bett 
Rule how to obey him. And the very fear: 
of God arifing upon the fenfe of his Being 
and Attributes will make that man very. 
follicitous to know the Will of God, and 
how he will be worfhipped and ferved, 
and what he would have to be done or not: 
tobedone. And therefore fince the glorious 
God hath {0 far condefcended , as by his — 
Providence to fend us a Tranfcript of his. 
Mind and Will and Law, he will be very. 
thankful for it, very ftudiousof it, much  - 
delighted in it, very curiousto oblerve it, | 
becaufe itis the Rule and direction how ‘he. 
may obey and confequently pleafe that great 
God whom he fears; this Word he believes 
and prizes as his great Charter, andinthis 
Word he finds much to excite and regulate . 
and dire& his fear of God: he fees Exam 
ples of the Divine Juftice againft the Of- 
fenders of his Law, of the Diviae Bounty. 
in rewarding the obedience to it; Threat= - 
nings onone Hand, Promifes on the other ; 
greater manifeftations of. the’ Divine Good- 
nes in the Redemption. of — by 

? \ | rl . 
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-  Chrift Jefus , and therefore greater obli- 


_ gations as well to fear as to love fuch a Bene- 
fator, .:.. ia 
_ And thus far of the kinds of the fearof . 
God, and of the caufes or obje@sexciting  - 
it: Now let us fee how it dothappear that 
this fearing man is the wifeman, and how 
the Fear of God difcovers it {elf to.be the 
true and beft and only wifdom; which will _ .. 
appear in thefe particular Coafiderations . . 

following. ae. oh , 
1. Many Learned Men confidering that 
great fimilitude and image of ratiocination, 
in fome Brutes efpecially, have therefore. 
declined to define a Man by his Reafos, be- 
caufe of that analogicalratiocination which — 
they find in brutes, but define a man by. — . 
his Redigion , Homo eft, anjmsal religiofum; be- 
caufe in this po find no..communication 


or fimilitude of natures or operations be- 


tween men and brute beafts: for man is 
the only vifible creature that exprefleth any 
inclination to Religion or. the fenfe of 2 
Deity , or any -exercife. of it. Ido not 
ftand to juftife this Opinion in all. parti- 
culars ; only thofe shings are moft certain 5 
1. That only the Humane nature feems to 
have any fenfe or impreflion of any regular 


_ Religion upon it: 2. That the fenfe of 


a Deity and Religion refulting from it, is 
| re the 
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the great ennobling, and advance, and 
perfe@ion of the Humane nature: 3. That — 
take away the fear of God, all fenfe and 
ufeof Religion falls to the ground. So that 
the Fear of God is the great foundation of 
Religion, and confequently the great en- 
nobling and advance of Humane nature , 
that feems almoft as great a prelation of a 
man truly religious above an irreligious 
man, as to operations and ufe, as there is 
between an irreligious man and abrute. - As 
Religion advanceth, {fo Irreligion embafeth 
the Humane nature. : | 

2. Fuftice is of two kinds; 1. Difiributive , 
which is the juftice of a Magiftrate or Judge — 
sein | rewards and punifhments, fa- 
vour and difpleafure, and due retribution 
to every man according to the merits of his 
caufe. 2. Commutative, which is in all 
Civil contracts and Ta, between per- 
fons; as dealing honeftly, keeping promi- 
fes, and ufing plainnels, fincerity, and truth, | 
in.all a man fayeth, or. doeth: and both 
thefe kinds of Juitice are effects of excellent 
Wifdom ; without thefe, States, and Socie- 
ties, and perfons fall into diforder, confu- 
fion, and diflolution: and therefore thofe 
very men that have not this juftice and 
righteoufnefs, yet honour and value thofe 
that have it, and ufe it. And the fear of 

: OS Almighty 
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Almighty God is that which begetteth and 
improveth both thefe kinds of -Jutftice. 
Hence it was that Afofes, in his choice of. 
Judges, directs that they fhould be mex fear- 
ing God and hating covetoufne(s, “Jehofaphat, in 
his Chargeto his Judges, thought this the 
beft expedient to contain them within the 
bounds of Juftice, to put them in remem- 
brance before whom , and for whom, they 
aretojudge. And the very Heathens thenr- 


felves were fome. of them ufed to fet am. ~ 


empty Chair in the place of Judicature , 
as an Emblem of the sense of God, the 
invifible , and yet all-feemg God, as prefent 
in the Courts of Juftice, obferving all the 
Judges do; and this they efteemed an ex- 
cellent meansto keep Judges to their duty, 
by reprefenting to them the glorious God 
beholding them. And as thus in diftribu- 
tive Juftice, the fear of God is a'great means 
to keepandimprove it; fo in commutative 
Juftice, the fear of God gives a fecret, and | 
powerful Law to aman to keep and obferve 
it. And hence it is that Fofeph could give 
no greater affurance to his Brethren , of his 
— juft dealing. with them than this, Gen. 42. | 
18. This do, for J fear God ; and on the 
other fide Abraham could: have no greater 
caufe of fufpition of ill and unjuft dealing 
from the People with whom he converfed, 

en than 
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than this; that'they wanted che fear of 
God, Géw. 20. 11. Becanfe 1 thought the fear 
Ged was not inthis place, &c. Thefenfe 
of the Greatnefs, and Majefty, and Power, 
| and Juftice, and all-feeing Prefence and 
Command of Almighty God lays. a-greater 
obligation and —— upon'a Heart 
fearing God to deal juftly and honéftly, than 
- allthecerrors of Deathit felf cando. «| 
. Andif any one fay, How came it to pafs. 
that the Heathen that knéw not, and there- 
fore feared not the true God, were yet — 
great aflertors , maintainers and practilers 
of all Civil Juftice and Righteoufnefs be- 
tween man and man? Ifay, though they’ 
knew not the tfie God, they knew there, 


was a God, whom (though ignorantly) © = 


they feared :. Aad this‘imperfeét, and‘ bro- — 
ken fear of Ged was tlie true caufe of that 
juftice and Righteoufnels that was fin- 
cerely ,’ and not for oftentation, practifed’ 
among them; and though they miftook the’ 
true God, yet in this they were not mif- 
taken that there was 2 God; and this truth 
had that great prevalence uponthemtodo’ — 
juftly : And-if that imperfect fear of God 
in them did fo .much prevail as to:make 
them fo juft.,: how. much more muff the 
true. knowledge’ and the fear of the true! 
God prevail to advance Righteoufnels:and: 
| Dp. fultice 
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Juftice in them that have that fear of God. 
in theis Hearts 2 _ 
3» Itisa great partof Wifdomthatcon- 
cerns a perfon int the exercife of the Duties 
of his Re/stions, and indeed it isa great - 
art of FJuftice and Righteoufnefs. Now the _.. 
Eat of Almighty God hath thefe two — : 
advantagestherein. Firft, che Willof God _.. 
inftrudts exactly all relations in their Du- . 
ties of thefe reciprocal relations ; and this, 
Willof God is revealed in his Word, which’ . 
contains excellent Precepts of all kinds, .. 
fuitable to every feveral relation. Secondly, 
the fear of God {ets thefe Direétions clofe 
pi rac Heart, and isafevereandconftant . 
obligation to obferve them: And fo this ; 
fear of God doth effectually fit, habituate, 
pads , and oblige a man to the Duties of 
is feveral relations : it makes a good Ma- - 
giftrate, a good Subje& ,; agood Husband,: 
agood Wife; agood Father, a goodChild; ~ 
a good Mafter, a good Servant; inallthofe+ - 
feveral kinds of goodnefs that are peculiar ° 
and proper to the feveral relations wherein’ | 
* amenftands © —©— | a. 
| Ge, Sincerity, Uprightnef, Integrity and | 
Honefly are certainly true and realWifdom. 
Let any man obferve it while he will, an | 
Hypocrite, ordiffembler, ordouble-hearted ~ 
tian, though he. may. fhuffle it out-for a’ ~ 
oe =f while, — 
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while, yet: at the long ‘run, heé is difto- 
vered , and difappointed ,'-and betrays very 
much, folly at the latte?end, when a pliin, © 
fincere, honeft man holds it out to the ver 
laft; fothat,the Proverb is moft true, thd 
Honefly is the beft Policy. Now ‘the great 
Priviledge of the fear of 'God is, that it. 
makes the Heart: fincere and'uprighe, and 
that will certainly mile the words -and' 
adions fo: For he is under the fenfe of the: 
infpecti¢n: and animadvdffion:of that God: 
that fearches. che. Heart ;.’and therefore he 
dares not lye, nor diffémble, nor flatter’, 
nor prevartcate, becauft he Knows the pure; 
all-fceing, righteousGod', thut loves watt? 
and integrity , and haces’ lyitiz ard ‘diffi- 
mulation , beholds and fees and obférves' 
him, and knows his thoughts; words: and: 
acuons. Teas true, that vain-glory,‘ arid’ 
oftentation, and-reputation , and’ défigis ;' 
and ends may many times rendet the out.’ 
' *ward actions fpecious and fair, when:the: 
Heart runs quite another way j\ahd’ ac-: 
cordingly would frame the actions, if chofe. - 
ends and defigns and vain-glory andoften-:' 
tation were not.in the way; but the fear of. 
God begins with the Heart; and purifies 
and retifiés it; and. from.the Heart -thus. 
rectified grows-a conformiity in the life’, the’ 
words, theaétions. «>. - ee 
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.$« The great Occafion and Reson of the. 
_ Folly of mankind are, 1. The unrulinels and 
want of government of the /enfsal appetite 
- or Leis: hence grows intemperance and 
excels in eating and drinking, unlawful 
_ and exorbitant lufts; and thefe exhauft the 

Eftate, wafte and. confume the Health, _ - 

embafe and impoverifh the Mind, deftroy- ° 
the Reputation, and render men unfit for - 
Induftry and Bufinefs. 2. Theexorbitancy, 
and unrulinels, and trregularity of the Paf- 
fions , as exceflive love of things that are 
either not lovely, or not deferving.fo much 


Tove s excefs of anger, which oftentimes 


degenerate into malice and revenge ; ex+ 
cels‘of' joy in light, trivial, inconfiderable — 
matters, excefs of fear, where either.no 


caufe of fear,. or not caufe of fo much fear ~ 


38: And thefe exorbitancies of Paffions be- . 

_ tray the fuccours of Reafon, break out into 
very foolifh, vain, imprudent actions,. and, 
- fillthe World with much of that folly and 
diforder that: is every. where obfervable, 
3.Thofe difeafes and:diftempers of the Mind, _ - 
' as pride, vain-glory,ambition of hanourarnd — . 
place,and power, infolenicy,arrogancy,envy, 
- covetoufnefs and the like, thefe I fay are 
- fo many Sicknefles and'Cankers and rotten = 
~ Ulcers in the Mind; andasthey, likethe ~ - 
Furies that were let loofe out of Pandora’s | 
a | ' Box, 
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Box, do raife’ ‘moft of thofe ftorms and 
tempefts that are abroad in the World, fo - 
they difeafe and diforder and befec the Mind 
wherein they are, and make ‘their lives a _ 
torment to themfelves, and put them upon 
very foolith , vain and frentique aétions 
and deportments, and render men perfect 
fools, madmen, and without underftan- 
ding ; and their folly is fo much the greater | 


‘and the more uncurable, that like fome 


kind ‘of frentique men, ‘they think. very | 
googly of themfelves,: think themfelves 
paffing wile men, and applaud themfelves , 
though it is moft apparent to any inditfe- 
rent by-ftander , that there are not. fot 


of*vainer foolifh perfons, under Heaven. 


Now as we are truly told chat the firft de- 
gree and f{tep of wifdom 1s to put off folly, 


A ame Saptentia prima ef, ; 7 3 


wv Pare 


Stultitia cazniffe 








foit isthe method of the fear of God ; thg : 
beginning of all true wifdom, todisburthen 


a man of thefe originals and foundations _ | 


of folly: It gives a law to the Senfitive. 
appetite, brifigs it in fubjection, keeps it 
within the limits and bounds of Reafon, 
and of thofe infttuctions and diredttons that 
the wife God hath prefcribed , it keeps it 
| ) ~ 2p 3 —_ under 


© 20. we 


. 
e oe, 


thisfear of God prefently remembers a man 
that the.mighty.God hath prohibited them, 
that “he hath prefented unto us things of 


greater moment for our defires than worldly" 


wealth ,:or honour; that weare all of his 
houthold , :and muft content our felves with 
that portion he allots us; without preffing 
beyond. the meafure of fobriety or depen- 
dence ‘upon .or fubmiffion unto him :. If 
Revenge ftir in pur hearts , this fear of God 
checks it, tells a '‘man that he ufurps God's 
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prerogative, who hath referved vengeance | 


sha ee ea ae aw 67 .: 


EAT 
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to himfelf as part of hisown Sovereignty : 
If that vermin Ezvy begins: to five ahd 
crawl in our hearts,this fear of God-éritfieth — 
‘it by remembring us that the mighty God © 
prohibits it, that he is the Sovereign Lord 
and difpenfer of allthings: if he hath given 
me little, I ought to be‘contented ; ff he | 
hath. given another more, yet why-fhould 
my Eye be evil becaufe his Eye is poode 
Thus the’ fear of the Lord walks through 
the Soul, and pulls up thofe weeds and'roots 
of bitternefs and folly that infe@ , difguiet , 
diforder,andbefoolit, = 3 (0...) 

6. Another great caufe of folly in the 
World is Jnadvertence, Inconfiderateneft, Pre~ 
sipitancy, and over-haftinefs in {peeches or 
aGions. If men had but the patience many 
times to paufe but fo long in actions and 
_{peeches of moment’as might ferve to re- _ 

at. but the Creed or Lord’s Prayer, many - 
ollies in the World would be avoided that 
do very much mifchief: both to the parties 
themfelves and others: And therefore in- 
advertence..and precipitancy in things of 
great moment, and that require much de- - 
liberation, muft needs be a very great folly, 
becaufe the confequence of mifcarriage in | 
them is of greater moment. Now the fear 
of the Lord of Heaven and Earth , being 
aQually prefent upon the Soul, and exerting 


D 4 at 
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st felf; is the greateft motive and obligatiqn. 
jn thie World to confideration and attention 
touching things to be done or faid.- When 
@ man ts to do any: thing or {peak in the 
prefence of agreat earthly Prince, the very’ 
~ awe and fear of that Prince.will give any 
' man very much confideration touching 
what he faith or doth, efpecially to fee that 
it be conformable to thofe Laws and Edits 
that this Prince hath ‘made. Now the 
sreat God of Heaven and Earth hath, in 
his Holy Word, giverntus Laws and Rules 
touching our words and aétions ; and what 
_ we are to fay or do is to- be faid and done 
jn no lefs a prefence than the prefence of 
the ever-glorious God, who ftrictly eyes 
and obferves every man inthe World, with 
the very fame advertence as if there were 
~ nothing elfe for him toobferve: And cer; 
tainly there cannot be imagined a greater. 
engagement to advertence ; and attention, 
and confideration than this: And therefore. 
if the action or. fpeech be of any moment , 


‘aman that-fears Ged will confider, 1. Is, 
this lawful tobedoneor not ¢:if itbe not; .. 


how fhall I do this great evil and fin againft 
God + 3. But jf- ic be lawful, yet is ic fit 5 
is it Convenient, is it feafonable’ if nots 
then I willnotdoit ; forit becomes not that. 
Prefence. before: whom I live. ~ 3. cane 


the Fear of Ged. ss 
if the thing be Jawful and fit, yet I will 
 oonfider how it isto be done, what ‘are the 
moft fuitable circumftances to the honour — 
and good pleafure of that great God before 
whom I ftand. And this adverténce. and 


canfideration doth not only qualifie my a@iz 


ons and words with wifdom and prudence 
in contemplation of theduty I owe to God; 
but it gives an excellent oe | very 
many times, by giving pauleand delibera- 
tion in reference to my duty to God, to 


difcover many humane ingredients of wif .— 


dom-and prudence requifite to thechoice 


of actions and words, and-the manner of _- 


doing them: So that befides that greater ad- 
vantage of confideration and advertence, in 
relatidn to Almighty’ God ,’it:doth fuper- 
add shis advantagé alfo for opportunity 
thereby ‘of humane prudential confiderati- 
ons, which otherwile by hafte and precipi- 
tance in actions or words would be loft ; 
and it habituates the mind: to a temper. o 

caution, and advertence, and confideration 
in matters as well of {maller as of greater 
moment, and fo make a wife , attentive, 
and confiderateman. | ot 
° 7. It: mightily advanceth and émproveth 
worth and excellency of moft Humane attions 
in the World, and. makes them a nobler 
kind of thing:.than riers oe aca it 
a ar j - 3 : a ey 


, 


re Ea He ef 
i 
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they wouldbe, Takea man that isemploy- 
ed asa Statefman or Politician, though 


he have much widom. and prudence; it — 
commonly degenerates into craft and cun- - 


_ ming and pitiful thuffling, without theftar_ 


of God; but, re the fear of Almighty 
God with that kind of wifdom, it renders.it 
noble, and generous, .and ftaid, and honeft, 
and ftable. Again, takea manthatis much 
acquainted with the fubtiler kind of Learn- 
jing, as Philofophy, for inftance, without 
the fear of God upon his Heart , it will car- 
ry him over to pride, arrogance, felf-con- 


Celt, curiofity, prefumption: but mingle 


it with the fear of God’, it will ennoble — 
that knowledge, carry ituptothehonour . 
and glory of: that God-that is the Author | 
of Nature, tothe admiration of his Power, 


_ Wifdom, and Goodnefs, it will’ keep him 


humble, modeft,-fober, .and yet rather with ‘ 
an advance than detriment to hisknow: - 
ledge. Take a man induftrious in his | 
Calling, -withouc the fear of God with it , 
he becomes a drudge to worldly ends, vexed 
when difappointed, averjoyed in fuccefs: 
mingle but the fear of God with it,. it will 
not abate his induftry, buc’. fweetenit; if 


he profper, he.is thankful to God that gives 
- him power to get wealth; if he mifcarry , 


he is patient under the will and a ala 
ee eG ol 
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of the God he fears;- it turns the very em- - 


i| ‘ployment of his Calling inte a kind of reli- 


| 


gious duty andexercifeof his Religion with — 


- ‘out damage or: detriment. tO its. >” 


teft wifdom, ‘becaule st readers:the mind full 
of tranquillity and evenneff in all fates and 


8. Thefear of God is certairily the grea | 


. conditions: forhe looks upto the great Lord — 


of the Heavens and Earth, confiders what 
he commands and requires, ‘remembers that 
he obferves and eyes ‘all mep; knows that 
his Providénce governs alli things, aftd this 
keeps hirn ‘ftill:even: and fquare without any 
confiderable alteration , whatever his cone 
dition is.. Is he rich , profperous, great? - 
yet he continues fafe,, becaute he: continsts 
humble, watchful,; advertent left he fhauid 
be deceived and ‘tranfported ;:'and ‘he as 
careful to be’ :the more thandtul, andthe - 
more watchful, becaufe ths command of | 
his God, andthe nature of his: condition 
uiresit: Is:he:poor, neglected, unfix- 
céfsful¢ yet he remains ftill patient, hum: 
ble, cantented ; thankful, dependent upod 
the God-he fears. And furely every man — 
muft needs agree, that fuch a.man-is a 
wifer man, than he who jis ever changed ~ 
and tranfported with his condition ; ‘that 
if he be rich or powerful, thereis nothing 
more vain, proud, infolent than he, and 
Qt ae oe again 
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again let his condition become poor, low 5 
defpifed, there is nothing under Heaven | 
more defpondent, difpirited, heartlefs, dif- 
contented and tortured than fuch a man: 
and all for the want of the fear of Almighty | 
God, which being once put into the Heart, 
like the Tree put by Aésfes into the Waters, — 
cures the diforder and uneafinefs of all con- 
ditions. nr 7 
gs Inas much as the true fear of God is | 
always mingled with the knowledge of — 
the Will of God, andthat‘willis contain- - 
tained . moft. fully in his written Word, it | 
mutt needs. be that-a man that truly fears ; 
the Lard, and is instraéted in the word of Gody ° 
the Precepts thereof muft needs be-deep- ; 
ly digefted into his ‘mind. Now as this 
Word is.the Word of the ever-wifeGod, - 
and. therefore certainly muft be full of - 
moft wife Directions: So ‘let any man |; 
but. impartially and deeply confider the 
Precepts contained in the ‘word tof God, he 
fhall affuredly find the beftdireétionsin the - 
World for all kind of Moral and Divine - 
Wifdom: And I do confidently fay that — 


_ in-all other Books: of Morality there are 


not fo found, deep, certain, evident Inftru- 


- Gions of Wildom (yet moft ftri@ly joyned 
- with Innocence and Goodnefs) as there 


are.in this one Book, as would be eafily 
— ~~: _, demon- 


_ the Fear of God. 4g 
demonftrable even to a reafonable judgments. 
| bue this is too large a Theme for this. . 


; to. But befides all this, there is yet a 
 fecret, but a mioft certain erpth that highly. 
— improveth that wifdom, which the fear of. 
the Lord bringeth, and that is this, That 
— thofe that truly fear God have a feeret 

guidance from a higher wifdom than what. - 
_ barely humane, namely, by the Spirit of 
| Truth and wifdes, that doth really and truly, 
_ but fecretly prevent and direct them. And. 
_ let dio manthink that this is a piece of Fa- 
 maticifm. Asay man that. fincerely and. 
truly fears Almighty God, :reliesupon him, 
— calls upon him for his guidance: and dire- 
- @ion, hath it as really as. the Son hath- 
— the counfel and direction of his Father:. 
_ and though the voice be not audible, nor 
_ the direction always perceptible to fenfe, 
_ yer it is equally as real as if a man heard 
_ the voice laying, This s the way, walk init: 
_ And this fecret direétion of Almighty God 
 Isprincipally feen in matters relating tothe - 
good of the Soul, but it may be alfo found. 
in the great and momentous concerns of | 
_ this life, which a good man, that fears God . . 
. and begs his direGion, thall very often if not . 
, dtalleimes find, 2. Befidesthisdireétion, a. 
. goodman fearing God, thallifind His Bleffing - 
"upon 
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upon him. [fr is true that the portion of 
men fearing God is not inthis life, often-. 
times he meets with croffes, afflictions and. 
troublesin it, his portion is of a higher and 
more excellent {tate aad condition than this 
life; yet a manthat fears God hath alfo his 
bleffing in this life, even in relation to his 
= temporal condition, for either his ho- 
neft and juft' intentions and endeavours are. 
bleffled with fuccefs. and comfort, or if 
they be not, yet even his croffes and difap- 
pointmens are’turned into a bleffing,. for 
they make him more humble and lefs eftee-. 
ming this: prefent World, and fetting his 


'  Heartypona better: For it is an everlaft- 


ing truth, That all things fhall. 
iia mae A together for the beft : them. 
that fear and love Almighty God, and. 
therefore certainly fucha man isthe wifeft 
man, : | es 
x1. But yet further, certainlyit isone 
of the greateft evidences of Wifdom.to. : 
provide ‘3 the future, and to provide for + 
thofe chings for the future., that are of grea-. 
tet moment importance and-ufe. Upon | 
this accountthe Wife man, Prov. 30. 25... | 
-admures the wifdom of the Ant, that little 
‘Creature, that yet provides his meat in the 
_ Summer: and we efteerh it the folly of 
_ Children ahd Prodigalsin this ,- that’ hee ‘ 
2s ave 
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|” have do profpec.for the future. how they: 
' fhall fubfift hereafter. . Now the wifdom of 
- amanthiat féareth God difcovereth it felf in. 
this, chat.t¢ provides and laysup a good and 
fafe {tore for the fueure, and that in refpe 
_of thefe three‘ kinds of futurities, 1. For’ 
the future part of his life: 2. For the fu- 
tureevil days: 3. Forthe future lifethatis — 
totake place after this prefent fhort, uncer- 
tain and tranfitory life. : os 
r. Inrefpect of the future tine of bis life. 
It is true , our lives in this world are but 
fhort at beft, and together with-that thort- 
nefs, they are very uncertain.. But yet the 
man fearing God. makes a due and fafe pro- 
vifion for that. future. portion of his life,’ 
how fhort or how long foever itbe. 1. By‘ 
aconftant walking in the fear of God he 
tran{mits unto the future part of his life a 
guiet, ferene and fair. Confctence, and avoids 
thofeevil fruits and confequences which 2 
finful life -produceth, even in the after- _ 
timeof aman’s: life. The bruifesand hurts’ 
we receive in ‘youth, are many times more: 
painfulinage, than when we firft recetved - 
them. Our. lives are like elie Husband: — 
man’s feed:time; if we fow evil feeds tn 
the time of: our youth, ie may be‘ theymay 
' die five, ten, or shoreyears before tlicy come 
up to:a full crop, ahd poffibly then = , 
|  tafte 
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tafte the fruit of thefe evil ways inan un: 


uiet mind or con{cience, or fome other 
owr effects of that evil feed. All this.in- 
convenience a mas fearing God prevents ; 
and inftead thereof, reaps a.pleafing and 
comfortable fruit of his walk in. the fear 


of God, namely » a quiet Confcience and 
» peaceable Soul. 2. But 


an even, {etl 
 befides this , by this means he keeps his 

Intereft in and Peace with Almighty God, and 
makes fure of the- beft Friend in the. world- 
for the after-time of his life, to wham he 
is fure to have accefs at all cimésand upon 
alloccafions with comfort and acceptance; 
for ,it isan infallible truch, That God Al- 
mighty never forfakes any that forfake not 
him firft. | 5 ay 


The Second futurity is the futere Evil 
day, which will moft certainly overtake. 
eyery man, either the day of feeble and 


decrepit age, or theday of ficknels, or the © 
ayof death; and againft all choféthe'true 


~ fear of God makes a fafe. and excellent pro-. 


. vifion: fo that although he may-not avoid | 


them, he.may have a comfortable paflage 
throughthem; and in the midft of. all shefe 


black clouds, .the witne(s of a good con-. | , 
{cience fearing God, and the. evidence of .; 
thedivine favour will;fhine jato the Soul’ 


like a bright Sum with comfort, when aire 
| | alk” 


G 





: | 


the Fear of Godt hg 
fhall be able with Hezekieb, Ifa. 38. 3. toaps 
pealto Almighty God, Remember now O'Livd 
Ihefeech thee , hwy I have walked before thee 


| intrath and in aprightuck of heart, andhavd 


dene that which was good im thy fight? "Ehis - 
will bea Cordial under the: faintnefs of old. 


and cure of the fear of death it felf, which 


age, a relief under the pains of fickrefs . 
fa fuch a Soul wil be cnly agate and pat | 


fge toa life chat willbe free from all paing 
a infirmities, a life of glory and immor- 
| ri The third futurity is the Life. and 
State after Death, Mogt certain it is that fuck 
3 ftare there. wilk be, and. that it is butof 
two kinds, a ftate of everlafting happi- 
nefs, ora ftate of everlafting mifery, anc 
that. all men ia the world do moft certainly 
belong to one. of thele two ftates or condi- 
tions:. antd as-it as. moft juft- and equal; 
fo it ismofk true, thar they thatcruly fear ~ 
God, and obey him through. fefus Chrift, | 
fhall be partakers of that everlafting ftate. 
of bleffednefs and immortal happinefs: 
And on the_other fide, they that reject the. 
fear of God. -contemn.. and: difobey "his: 
will, shall, without. true repentance, , be 
fibjeG to a ftace of everlafting mil ry. 
Now herein the trueft and the greatelt — 
wifdom of a. man — that he duly 
ee a EE pro- 
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—_ apainit the latter, and to obtain the 
ormers all other wifdom of men, either 
to get humane Learning, Wealth, .Honour,; 
Power ,.all wifdam of Statefmert and Po- 


litictans, in comparifon of this Wildom, is 


but vain and trivial. And this is the wif- 


dom that the fear of God teacheth and | 
bringeth with it into the Soul, 1. It pro- | 


vides againft the greateft of evils, the ever- 
lafting ftate of mifery and infelicity and eter- 
paldeath: 2. It provides for and attains an 


everlafting eftate of bleflednefs and happi- - 
nefs, of reft and: peace, of glory and im- . 


mortality, and eternal life, a ftateof that 


happinefs and glory that exceeds expreffion. — 


and apprehention ; for eye hath not feen, ‘nor: 
ear heard, neither have entred into the heart: 


of man the things that God hath laid xp for then: 


that lave him, 1 Cor. 3. And they only truly: 


Jove God ,. that truly fear him, Adsé. 3.13. 
 Andthey (namely that fear God) fall be mine, 


faith the Lord, in that day when I make up my’ 
jewels, | — 
matter, let us now make afhort Compari Om 
_ betweenthe perfons that fear not Goa, and thofe. 


that truly fear him; and then let any mar 


judge who is the fool, and whois the wile 
man. A man hath bur a very (hort un- 
certain time in this life, which, in compa- 


— rifon 


“And now for the Conclafion of this whole 





tht, Fear of: Ged... gt 
rifon of eteynity, is lefs thap.a moment. The 
great God of Heaven in his Word aflures(us) 
that there is an_eftate of Immortality after 
this life,,.and. thae.jthat. immortal eltate A$ 
but of two kinds, ;an eftate of never-dying 
mifery,or an eltate of endlels,glory ; and 'tells 
them , If you fear me, and obey thole eafig 
Commands, that 4recontained.in the Book » 


a as 


life, fhall have the influence and pretence of 
my favour to {upport;to diredand blels yon, 


~ 


that rather chufe to difobey the comman 

of God, rejeét his fear, and all this, that they 
may enjoy the pleafures of Sin for a feafon ; 
thofe pleafures that are fading and dying, 
that leave behind them fting,: that renders 
their very enjoyment bitter, andthat make 
even that very little life they enjoy, but 2-life 
of difcomfort and unhappinefs in f{pight of 
alltheir pleafures,or be they as-finceve qs theit 
3 = et EK 2 Own 


‘Judge then which of | 
man, whether this be not a Fruth beyond. 
difpute: The Fear of God that is wWifdom, and 
‘Yo depart from-evil is Underfanding, 7 
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own hearts can promife them, yet they are” 


but for a feafon, a feafon that: 14 its longeft 
period is but fort, but is uncertain allo, a 
Fietle inconfideratle accident, the breach of a 
vein... anill air, a Httle ill digefted portion 
of that excefs wherein they: delight, may 

ut a period to.all thofe pleafures,and to that 
lite, in a year, in.a week, In aday, inan hour, 


in an unthoughe of moment, before 2’tnan. | 


hath opporeunity to ‘confider, to bethink 
himfelf, orto repent ; and then the door of 
life and happifiefsis fhut. Again, there are 
a fort of men that confider this great Propo- 


' fal, andchoofe the Fear of Almighty God, 


atid with « Eternal Life, and are content to 
deny themfelvesin ehings unlawful, too 

Almighty God, t6 keep his. favour, to walk 
humbly with hin, to accept of the tender 


of Life and Salvation, upon. the terms pro- 


pounded by Almighty God: And in the 


_ pradticeof this Fear they enjoy His favour, 


erid prefence, and love; and after this life 
Spent 4 whether it be long or fhore , an d 


whether their death be lingring or fudden,. 
are fure the next moment after death toenjoy _ 


an immortal life of wife happine(s, 
thefei } 


s thetruly Wile 


: ; si? < 
Oo F - 
—_—_ : 
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OF : 
AFFLICTIONS, 
‘' THE 


Beft Preparation for them , and Im- 
provement of them, and of our 
Delivery out of them. 





JOBY.6, 7 


Although affliction cometh. not forth of | 
the duft , neither doth trouble Spring ont of 
the grennd.” 

Yet man is born unto trouble, = the 


— fy upward, 


~ 


Cale of Job, they were.miftaken, yer 
a were certainly very wile, Y-3 
obferving men, and many.. af 
‘their Sentences were full of excellent.and 
uleful Truths, and —— this Speects 
3 


Jz B’s Friends, though i in the eal 
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of Eliphaz , which importeth thefetwoufk-- 
Ful Propofitions, “~~ 7 ete. 
1. That the genergl flate of wan in this 
world is 4 flate of Trouble and Affliction ; and 
cis fo commea to him, {9 incident to all 


‘degrees and conditions of mankind, that 


it feems almoft as univerfal.as that natural 
propention in the fparksto fly upward: No 


perfon: of whatloever age ,. fex, condi- 
tion, degree, quality, profeffion,.but hath - 


a part in this common ftate of mankind ; 


and although fom feem to havé'agreater | = 


ain of it than others, fome feem to 
nave greater and longer viciffitudes and in- 


pe: 


Of Affisctions: — 5 
Ged: and this he proveth ih the fequet of 
this Chapser. : :And asin all things ‘in Na- 
ture the moft wife God doth nothing at 
' random, -or .at a,venture, .fo in this part of 
his providential. difpenfation towards man- 
kind, hedoth exercife the fame, with ex- 
cellent wifdom, and for excellent Exds ; even 
for the very good and advantage of man- 
kind in general ; and particularly of thofe 
very perfonsthat feem moft tofuflerand be | 
afflicted by them, fometimes to punifh, — 
fometimes to correct, fometimes to prevent, 
fometimes to-heal , fometimes to prepare, 
- fometimes to humble, alwayes to inftrua , 
and, teach, and better the children of © 


men. sw | 

And indeed, if there were no other end 
but thefe that follow, this feeming pap 
Providence of Almighty God would be highl 
jaftified: namely, firlt, to keep men humble 
and difciplinable. Man isa proud vain 
creature; and were that humor conftantly 
fed with profperity and fuccefs, it would 
ftrangely puff up this vainhumor: Affe 
ations and troubles are the excellent and 
neceflary corretives of. it, -and prick 
this {welling impoftumation of pride and 
haughtinefs , which would otherwife ren- 
der men intollerable in themfelves.and one 
toanother. Secondly, te bring mankind - 
a _ E4 to 
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to tecognize Almighty God, to feek unto 
him ,.to depend upon him:. This is the 


yaoft natural and {pecifical effec of AMfiai-— 
Ons, Hof.5.15. 12 their afflictions they wil | 
feck me carly; Foaah 1. The rough and ftub- 


‘born Mariners, tn a ftorm, . wi I cry ever ! 
oneto his God. - Thirdly, to tutor and dit- 


cipline the children’ of men.in this great . 


Leffon, That their Happinefs lies not in this 


orld, butinabetter,; and by this means, 
even by thecrofles and vexations and trou-. 


blesof this World, and by thefe plain and 
fenfible documents to carry mankind up td 
the endof their beings. God Knows thofe 


few.and little comforts of this life, .notwith-- 


_ ftanding all the troubles and crofles with 
which they are interlarded,: are apt to keep 
the hearts, even of good men’, in too great 

love of this. World... What would become 

of us, if our whole lives. here  thould 
be altogether. profperous and contenting, 
without the: intermixture of ‘Crofles and 
afflictions? Butof cheféthings more here- 
after. eee ca Wey rr ae 
: + Now fince the ftate of mankind in this 
- World is forthe moft part thus cloudy 

_ gnd {tormy, and that ordinarily we canex- 

pect it ‘ta be no otherwife, there are chefeé 

Confiderations which become every wile and 


good mind to acquaint him(elf with.’ * 
F ee ase Sie :¢ ee eee te % I. What 


| 
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- J. What Preparation is fitteft to be made 
_ by every maa before ‘they come. 
2. How they are to be received and en- 
_ tertained and improved when they 
come, and while they are incumbent. 

3- What is the beft and fafeft temper of 

- "mind when any of chem are removed, 


Touching the firft of thefe, namely, Pre- 
paration before they come; and the beft pres 
paratives{eem to be thefe: oe 
- 1. A right and. found conviction and | 
tonfideratios of this moft certainexperimen- 
tal truth, namely; That »ar whatio- 
~ ever, how good, ‘juft, pious, wife foever, 

can by any means expectto be exempt From 
them, but muft be more or lef fubjet to 
Affliction, of one kind or other, at onetime | 
or another, m one meafure or another, for _ 
man is certainly born to trouble, as the 
{parks fly upward: And this certain truth — 
will beevident, if we confider- the feveral * 
kinds of affliction that are common to man- 
kind; and herein I fhall forbear the In- 
{tances which concern our childhood and 
youth, asfuch, which yet notwithftanding 
are fubject to afflictions, that though they 
feem not -fuch to men ‘of riper years, 
yet areas real and pungent, and deeply - 
and fenfibly. grievous to them, as — 
Sgt ede re = oy > oe v fete, t at 
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that feem of :greater moment to men of -ri- 
per years: . But I thall apply my. felf to-chofe 
Inftances which.are more. evident, and. of 
_ which thofe chat have. the exercife of their 
reafon maybe morecapable.. ;sC«; 
- Afflictions feem to be of two kinds, 1.Such 
as are common calamities,: befalling a Na- 
tion, City, or Society of men: 2. Or more 
| — that-concern’a man in his particu- 

ar. : 


Touching the former of thefe, namely, 


common calamities , {uch are Wars, Deva- 
{tations, Famines, Peftilences, {preading 
. contagious Epidemical Difeafes, great Con- 
flagrations,. experience tells us, aud daily 
lets us fee that they é#volve in their extent 
the generality of men, geod and bad, juft 


- andunjuft, pious and prophane: Abd al- 


eh the gracious God is fometimes 
pia ed, for ends beft known to himfelf , 
angely to preferve and refcue as it were, 


‘fome out of a common calamity, yetit is 


that which I do not know how any man 


ver fo pious and juft, becaufe I. find not that 
any where under the Evangelical difpen- 
- fationGod Almighty hath promifed to any 
~ perfon any fuch immunity ;.and common 
experience fhews us that good and bad are 
~ oftentimes involved in the effects and ex- 
“ " ¢remities 


a > ae a a er cece eee Ee ee 2 


can — himfelf, though otherwife ne- 4h 
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tremities of the’ fame common calamity: 
and indeed it - would be little lefs'than a Mi: 
racle, and fomewhat above the ordinary 
-courfe of the Almighry’s regiment of things; 

to give particular. exemption in {uch cafes, 
If a man receive any fuch bleffing from 
God , he is bound eminently to acknow- 
Jedge it as a fignal, if not miraculous in« 
tervention of the :Divine mercy; butitis  . 
not that which a mani can reafonably expe@, 
becaufe, although upon great.and momen- 
tous occafions Almighty God is pleafed nor 
only to giveout Miracles, but éven to pro- — 
mife them alfo,.as in the juftifying of the 
cruth of the Gofpél, in the firft publication 
thereof, yet it.:1s not equal for any parti- 
cular perfon to fuppofe , that for the pre. _ 
fervation:of:a'particular intereft or concern- 
ment, God Almighty fhould be asit were — 
engaged to put forth a Miracle, or little 
lefs than a Miracle, ‘and the Reafons hereof 
gre; Yee Be eS 

1.. Becaufe ‘under the Evéngelical difpen- 
fatten, the rewards of aoodele:, piety, 
and obedience are of another-kind, and of 
_ @ greater moment ; ‘namely, Eternal: hap- 
_pinefs, and not exemption from ; temporal 
calamities ; if Almighty God grant fuch an 
exemption, it 1s of bounty-and4bundance., 
pot of. promile. [tas true,: under.the O/d 
he : " Covenant - 
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covenant with: the. people of Ufrael , their Pro- 
mifes were in 2 great meafure of temporal 


_ benefits; and the Adminiftration of that 


Church, as it was in 4 great meafure ty- 


pical, fo the Divine Adminiftration over . 


them was very ufually miraculous ,; both in 
. their bleffings, prefervations and exempti- 

_ ens: And there was fpecial reafon for it ; 
for they were to be 2 monument to all Man- 


kind, and alfo to future Ages, of a f{pecial 


and fignal Divine Regiment; and confe- 


quently the obedient might upon the ac- 


count of the Divine Promife expe@ blef- 
fingsand:deliverances, even ii publick ca- 
lamities that. might befall the People in ge- 
neral: But we haveno warrant to carry over 


thofe promules of. Temporal benefits and ex- _ 


emptions to the obedience under the Gofpel, 
whichvas it is founded upon: another Cove- 
nant, fo is.it jfutnifhed: with: better Pro- 
mifes, -- °°) an 
2. Becaule the bef of wen in this life, 
have fins and failings enow, to juitifie the 
| Jufticeof Almighty God, in expofing them 
to temporal calamities., and yet his mercy, 
goodnefs.and bounty. (is) abundantly mag- 
__@Ked in referving: a reward in Heaven fay 


beyond ‘the merit ‘of their beft obedience 


- and dutifulnefs:;So that though they are 


Se papas cos, Aan 
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God ftill remains not only'a true and:faith: 


- ful, but a liberal-and bountifulLord unto 


them in their everlafting rewards. What are 
light: afflidions and bur for: ee 
a moment in comparifon ro el eee 
an eternal weightof glorye: 73". 
And the latter is the reward.of their Obe- 
-_dience under the Gofpel,; whiles theformer — 
may be poffibly the punifhmerio or at leaft 
correction forsheir Sins: 3: t;220 030; 
And therefore although at the interceffiod, 
of. Abrabam, the,Lom was pleafed'to grant a. . 
relaxation of the deftruction: of Sodom, : foo 


the fake-of ten. Righteous, ic was an a@ 


of his bounty:; ‘and fo. it was»when he.de> 
livered Let and “his Family:: Yet he had 
not been unjuft if hehad fweptrhem away 
in that common témporal calamity, becaute - 
poffibly the fins of Zor: himfelf might bave - 
been fuch, a3-might-have aequitted the 
juftice of God in fo doing : forthe highelt 
temporal calamity is not difproportionate to’ 
any one Sin: And although he were pleas 
fed in mercy to {pare Zot and histwodaugh- . 
ters, yet neither was he wholly exempted 
from that great calamity, for his Houfa, 
Goods and. the. reft of his Ragnily perithed 
inthatterribleConflagration, = = . 

And upon this confideration, we ‘have 

juft caule to blame twe forts of .perfonss 
on namely, 
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namely; x. The rath cenfure of fome ins. 
confiderate perfons, that are too ready to. 
cenfure allfuch as fall under a common. ca- 
lamity, whether.of Fire, Sword, or Pe- 
ftilence, as if fo be they were therefore 
greater finners than ow efcape : the 
-.'..". ", Krrour reproved by our. Sa: 
ge - * viour in the inftance of :the 
eT 2, Gatileans, and thofé upon whom 
the Tower of Slam fell. ».2.: The mifta- 
_ ken apprehenfion of men‘concerning them- 
felves, that. upon an -dpinion of their, 
own righteoufnels or deferc, think them- © 
felves exempted from the ftrake of common 
ities, .or.are ready to accufe the ‘Di- 
vine Juftice, if they are not delivered from. - 
them. If rhey truly confidered the juft de- 
merit of any fin, and their own fins.or = | 
failihgs, they would both acknowledgethe | 
-Juftice and Goodnefs of God, if he referve. | 
an eternal reward of their obedience,though 
he expofe them to the: worft of temporal 
evils. | - pe a _ 
-. 1. Concerning Perfonal Evils, they are of 
feveral kinds; 1. fuch-as befal the Body. 
2. fuch.asbefal the Eftate. 3. fuchas befal 
the Name. 4. fuch as befal a.man’s Friends 
or Relations. _ a 7 oo 
| Touching the firft of thefe Evils, name- 
ly, that befal the Body, they are of two 
- leek 3 ; ' kinds ; 
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kinds 5 1. Some that ate’ not {o Epidemi-' 
cal or univerfal upon all then: ‘fuch asare’ 
| cafualties or: accidental ‘hurts, difeafes’ 
' fpringing frorn the particiilar complexion 
or temperament: of petfons » fuch as are’ 
hereditary difeafes, difeafes incident to cer-: 
tain ages, infectious difeafes arifing from — 
contagion , -putrefaction, ill difpofition of 
‘the Air or Waters. - 2. Some -difeafes are 
incident to every man inthe World. If a 
man lives.to.a gtéeat old age , his very ‘age. 

. is aidifeafe; and the decay of‘ natural heat 
and ‘moifture doth ‘in time’ bring the oldef? 
man to his-end; but if he live’ not to the 
attainment of old: age-, moft certainly. as 
he. meets with Dette inthe conclufion ; fo’ 
he meets with fome difeafé or other that 
makes way. for- his ‘diffolution.”’ So ‘that 
upon the whole account, though this ‘or’ 
that man may‘not meet with this: or that 
particular difeafe , cafualty’ or diftemper , 
that it may be attaques another,’ yet.as fure 
as he-is mortal, fo fure fhall ‘fome difeafe ; 
diftemper, cafualty or weaknef meet with. 
him, that fhail ‘bring him-to the duft of 
death. . That perfon therefore that is fub- 
jeét to the univerfal Edi& arid Law of death, 
is and muft be ‘fiibje& ‘fooner or later to 
thofe difeafes, fickneffeés, cafualties, or Weak- 
neffes that. mult ufher in his death and 
Ca | | -diffolution. 
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diffolution, And although one man may 
 efcapea chronical difeafe, anotheranacute 
' difeafes, one man may efcape a Costagion, ~ 
another a Confumption’, one man may | 
efcape this difeafe orcafualty, another that, 
yet moft certain it isthat every man fhallin- 
fallibly meet with fome difeafe, diftemper 
or, calualty that fhall be fufficient to dif- . 
folve his compofwion , and. pnt a period. to 
hishfe = a oe 
a. Concemming affliétions. that particu: 
[arly concern a.mian in his Efete. Inig ; 
gery true. that fome are more afflided ia 
us kind than.others. "The more wealth’ 
any. man hath, the more heis obroxious’ - 
- ta loffes; and the more any man loves: 
wealth, the, deeper the affiGion of this 
nature wounds (him: ) Andthisis gene. | 
rally true in all worldly matters whatlo- - 
ver; the more aman’s heart is fet uponit,  ; 
ea and the more bitter the crofs..or 
affliction is therein. Bus though affliions 
in this kind pinch fome cloferthan athers , 
yet thereare very few thet totally efcape in 
this kind. The poor man reckons it his 
affliction that he wants wealth; and the 
rich man is not without his affliGion e+ | 
ther in the lofs of it, or the fear of fiich 
Tofles; which create as real a trouble as’ | 
the Iqfs it felf: Fire and (hipwracky envy, 
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and oppreffion ,. falfe acculations ,' robbers, 
a; prodigal Heir,,, ora: falfe Friend ,, thou- 


fands of. fuch. like avenues :there' are toa 


rich man’s, Treafure ; and either they do, 
actually attach. it, and. then they caufe 
forrow ; -yr, they do continually menace. it ,. 
and fo. .they caufe fear.. Nay fometimes a, 
rich man hath as great.an affliGion in his, 
not knowing where or how to, difpole of 
‘hisWealth, ashe haththat wantsit..., 


oo mae 


MEMUets go yh, Bog ey Oe eh GS es 
4. Touching Friends: There are two, 
- 1a things , 
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things that induce the lofs of -friends': 
a That which feems cafual, yet verycom- 
mon, whereby eigher friends become ene- 
mies, or at leaft prow into neglect ;- which 
is fornetimes done by mifreprefentations , 
falfe reports ,. by prevalence-of: faéttons, by: 
differences in matters of intereft; ‘by’ the 
dédlifationcf aman’scondition. 2. That 
which ts certain: Death takes away a. 
man’s friends and relations from him, or. _ : 
him from them: the more friends and re-__ 
lations ‘any man hath, the more loffes of. 
them érin them (he) fhall neceffarily have , 
upon this account: becaufe every one of  ; 
them is fubje@ to allthofe cafualties,that  ; 
any one of them is fubje&to, whether in | 
eftate; name, ‘body, or (death,) and confe- 
quently ; the more friends and relations, 
he more croffes , and calamities ; for all. 
the crofles or loffes that befall any of my. 
friends are communicated to me, and in: 
‘a manner made mine: and the greater my. 
number of friends and relations are, the 
mdre lofles of them and tn them Iam fub- 
‘je to; for every one of them is fubject to 
the fame calamities-with my felf, which 
become in effect mine by participation... So 
thatthe more friends and relations I have, — 
and the dearer and nearer they are , the 
moore crofles Ehave, by participating theirs: 
x ae ! and 


\ cf 


| 
) 
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and every bitter Arrow. that’ -woundslatiy 
of them, glanceth Ae are me, and. makes 
my wounds the mote’ by how: much the 
more friends and relations. |‘ Have; and 
makes them the deeper,’ by how: much the 
nearer or. dearer thote friends’ or relations 
areto me. It is true, that in a multitude 
of good and dear.friends and relations there 
isa communication of morecomforts; -bue 
fince generally the Scene of every -man’s 
life is fuller of croffes than comforts 5 the 
troubles and. affitions of my many friends 
or relations‘ out:ballance and over-weigh 
thofe comforts, nae 
And thefe croffes and afflictions in bedy, | 
eftate, namie, and friends, though pofft 
bly they may ‘nde: all come together, ov 


_in their perfection, at onetime, upon any 


one man, yet as no man:is éxempt from 
any of them at any time by any: fpecial: 
priviledge, fo fometimes they have faln inf 
topether in their perfection, even- upon 
fome of the. bef— men that-we read’ of': 
Witnefs that great and fignal: Example df- 
fe, who at one time fuffered the lofs ‘of 
all his Children , of all his Servants , of - 
all his Goods, of his great and honourable 
efteem among men, of his health, and be- 


, “fides all this lay under fevere afflictions in 


bis mind, and under the imputation of 
F 2 an 
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. an: Hypocrite with his. beft and judicious 
friends. - 2g MOE cl, a ee 3 
__.Upon alt this that hath been faid, 2 man 
may, and upon evident reafon and expe: 
“ gience, ought to, cenclude.,. That even the 
molt fincere Piety and Integrity of. Heart and 
Life cannot give any man an exemption or prt- 
veh 
8ny, Z oe ae a Bate ee a . f 
And this confideration alone. is fuffcient., 


3. -To filence and quiet, that murmuring 


and unquiet, and proud diftemper that often 
arifeth in. the minds of. good. men them- 
felves ; that are ready to think rhemfelvés 
rauch injured if they fall under the cala- 
miities incident fo. mankind ;. whereas the 
just and wifg God never gave: any promilé . 
or. priviledge or exemption from external 
¢alamities and:troubles to thofe whom yet 
he owns as his Children; 2. This.confide-. 


forfaken of God , becaufe forely afflicted, . 


Whereas, moft certainly the favour or love 


of God. is: net to be meafured fimply' by . 


-.  —.. . externals, but: rather. the. Go-. 
eg 12. 


___fpel teacheth, usa. quite con- 


fraryleffon, gamely, that God is pleafed to 
oe | o4 .chaften - 


edge from Affli¢tzons of fome, or indeed of . 
ida. : 


‘ 
{ 
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- chaftén thof® wir he'lovettftett:' 4/1 
confideration' 1g: fuifficietit:'to ‘Check’ that 
cenforious haniotir;” that’is in many. “Who 


’ 
. 


like’the. Barbarians , prelntly’ - ' 


conclude : that' perfor: or -place AB, Beige. 


to be more finful'than others; becaufe the} 
fuffer-more, 4i¢ thay be , than others. This 
was the uncharitable and indeed unreafor 
able errour of''Feb's Friends, of old, and of 


“many at this time in reference both to pub: 


lick and petfonal vifirations. «- : _ | 

2, The fecond good Preparative againft 
Affliction. is a frequent practical fuppofttion ; 
wherewith’: we are to entertain our felves, 
even in the time of our greatef{t Profperity, 
That the Cafe may, and prebably will be altered 
with us; and foto caft otir‘felves as it were 
into the mould of af afflicted édndition. ‘For 
inftance, I.am now in health; what if I 
were now ‘to enter into the valley of the 
fhadow of death, into fofrie acute, : or pain- 
ful, or defperate difeafe,“how am _I fitted 


’ with patience; ‘refignatidn of my felf intd 


the hand of God; ‘contempt of the Worlds 
for fuch-an eftate (as) this I muft ‘come 
to fooner orlaters ‘how fhalld bear or ee 


_ My felf in. ie 3:0 under-it, were it ‘no 


q 
V 


| 


upon me? I have now’ plentiful Eftare, 
external affluénce ; what if at this momend, 
I were bereft-of ‘all ; either by FireoriD4 

: “7 B 3 predation, 
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predation y how were, my mind fitted with 
umility and patience to fubmit to a poor , 
fait, wanting coaditien ¢ I thave. now; 
a good Husband ,; Wife, Children, many 
Friends that efteeq me, and. are faithful to 
me; whatif God fhould in a9 moment de- 
rive me of all thefe whatif my deareft 
Bends fhould become’ my, bittereft Ene- 


gnies, how fhould I, bear. my felf under 


thefe changes: 'I have ‘a great Name and 
Eitéem in the World ; what if in a mo- 
ment,.a black cloud of Infamy and Scorn 
and Reproach Weredrawn of it, and that 
I thould become a {corg and reproach, with 


"Job 30. 8, among children. of fools; yea 


children. of bafe men viler than the earth? 
how. weré I firted with humility and even- 


| ‘pefs of mind to comport with fuch acon, — 


fition , ‘till i«: pleafeth God by his Provi- 
dence and the: manifeftation of my Inno- 
cence, if. he think fit, to {catter this black 
cloudof Calumny and Reproach, or-if not, 
‘yet; quietly. under it to enjoy theteftimony 
of a. good confcience and my own integrity ¢ 
Thee and ‘the: like: antisipations of trou- 
bled. and afflicted conditions , ‘would habi+ 


fuate and fit our minds to bear them, furnith, 


us with fuitable tempers for-them, render 


them, eafie to us when they. come, and — 


keep our Souls in a due ftate. of moderation 
Ae dt. ee a ee 





aod watchfulnels beforethey come: As ithe — 
good Martyr Bé/ney before, hismartyrdom , 
by often putting his Fiager into the Candle, 
made the Flames which he, was. after to _ 
endure morefamiliar andtolerable. =. 
3. The third Preparative againft Affi- 

dion and calamitous feafons , {$ to reafon 
pur felves off from over-much love and valuhs 
tion of the World, and the belt things it af 
fords. Philofephy hath made ome fhort eflay 
in this bufinefs , but the Doétrine of the 
Gofpel hath given us far more noble and 
effeQual topicks and arguments, than any 
Philofophy ever didorcan; 1. By giving 
us a plain and clear eftimate and valuation 
of this World and all that feemstmoft vas . 
luable in it, but thisis etal, but 2 by 
fhewing us plainly and clearly a more. va- | 
Juable ,' certain. and durable eftate after. 
death, and a way of attaining (it) with 
much more eafe and coatentataon, than 
we can attain the moft fplendidtemporals 
of this World. Certain it is that the weight 
and ftrefs of afflictions and croffes lyes not 
fo much in the things themfelves which 
we {fuffer in them or by them, a8 in.that 
over-valuation that we put upon thofe gon- | 
veniences which afflictions of orofles. de- 
‘prive us of. When news was brought to 
. that noble Romans of the death of his Son, 

i ee PA 8 it 
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it was 4 great pitch of patience that eVen 
that Moral confideration wrought in him, 
Novi me genuiffe mortalem ; though perchance 
‘it. was not without a mixture of Stoical 
vain-glory. We fet too great a value up- 
on. our health, our wealth, our reputati- 
on; and that makes us unable tobear, with 
that evenne(s and contentednefs of mind , 
 thelofs of them, by ficknefs,: poverty, re- 
_ proach. . Wefet too greatarate\upon. our 
temporal life here, becaufe we fet too great 
arate upon this World, to the ‘enjoyment 
~whereot, - this life here is accommodated 
and. proportioned; and that makes us feat 
death, notonly as the ruine of our nature, 
but as that which puts 4 period toall our 
comforts: - Whereas: had ‘we’ but Faith 


enough to believe the Evangelical truths ~ 


touching our future happinets ,“1t would 
‘take us not defire death, becaufe we might 
in thetime of this life fecure unto our felves 
that great and one'thing neceflary ; and.it. 


4vould make us not to fear death, becaufe. 


we fee a greater fruition to be enjoyed after 


it; thanall the glory of this prefent World . . 


canyield. _  -. . : 

-4,:The next Preparative againft Affli- 
ttions, is ‘to keep Piety, Innocence, and 2 Good 
Con{cience before it comes. As Sin js the 
fting of death, 4o.it is the {ting of affliation; 


a 
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and that which indeed ‘gives: the :greatef 
bitterne(s and ftrength unto:affiiction :' and 
the réafon is this, becaufe it weakens and 


difables that partin man, which muft.bear — 


and fupport. it. This 1s ‘that which the 
Wife man obferves, Prev. 18.:14.:. The fpirit 
of aman will (ufiain his infirmities, hut 4wouns 


ded {pirit. who can bear?. whichis:nomore — 


than this; It is the mind and fpirit - of 
man rightly principled, that-.doth bear 
and carry.a man.through thofe difficulties 


and afflictions and infirmities, under which. 


fe is;. but ift chat {pirit or mind which 
fhould.carry and beay thofe: évils;:be hurt 
or wounded , .or faint or infirm 5 ~what ts 
there left in.a: man.to bear:thar: which in- 
deed - (fhould be}: otir..fupport ¢- | Janocence 


and a good Conjcience keeps: themimd arid - 


fpirit of a man in courage and confidence : 


and, indeed it hath an influence. and fuffrage . 


and atteftation. aad. Tupport ftem the God 
of Heaven , t6:whdm a gocd Con{cience 
can with an humble conhdence appeal as 
Hezekialrdid undera great afilrGion, Ze. 38. 
‘And this accefsto Almighty God doth: give 


new fupplies, fuccoursand ffreagth. to'the — 


Soul,.to bear jt up under yery great and 
preffing afflictions, But on. rhe other fide, 
Sin dath difable the Soul to bear affliGion 
till it be throughly repented of, 1. Becaule 
ae ee ; Cee 
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it doth a in great meafure', emafculate and . 
weaken the {piric of a man, makes it poor, 
cowardly and unable co bear it felf up under 
the preffure of afflictions. 2. It dothina — 
great meature. obftrud the. intercourfe be- 
tween Godand the Soul, and that influence — 
- thacmight and would otherwife be derived __ 
to the {pirit or mind of a’'manby theGodof 
the fpirits of all fleth. . 3 “ 
-t) Therefore the beft preparative againft af- — 
fliGiion is, tohawe the Soul.as clear as maybe: 
from the guile of Sin:. 1. By 42 innocent 
and watchful life in the time of. our-profperi- 
ty , before affliction attach: us: 2. Or at 
leaft, By « peedy, fincere and hearty Reper- 
tauce for Sin committed ; and this repentance 
- to be fpetdy, before affliction come: For 
althoughic is truetharmanytimes affliction 
isthe meflenger of God to gwakena finner - 
torepentance, and that repentance is ac- 
cepted by the merciful 5. yet that re- 
pentance is moft kindly and aie and ren¢ 
ders afflictions lefs difficult ahd troublefom, =; 
which prevents affli@ion, and performsone ~ 
great end and ufe of afflictions before it = | 
- comes. He-that hath a Soul cleanfed by 
Faith and Repentance from the guile. of fin, 
before the fevericy of affliction comes upon 
him, hath butone work todo, namely, to 
_ . fic himlelf with patience to undergo = 
a | fhoc 
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fhock of affliction: But he tliat defers: hi$ 
repentanice till driven to it by affliction, his 
work is more difficult, becaufe it is double; 
namely, to begin his repentdace ,: and td 
bear his affli@iion. ee ee 

And becaufe in mahy things we offend 
all, andthe beft have their failings and fins | 
of daily incurfion, 4 daily sevifing and exas 
mining of our own: failings: and renewing of 
our repentance for. our daily faults, is of fin- 
gular ufe to'render afflictions eafie, becaufe 
repentance cleanfeth the Soul, and renders 
aman in God's acceptation as ifhehadnot. - 


offended... | - : 


5. The next preparative againft afflicti- 
on, is to gain 4” humble Mixd. When, 
affliction meets with a proud. heart, full of 
opinion of its own worth and goodnefs, 
there’arifeth more trouble and ‘tumult, and 
_diforder, and difcompofure in the conteft 
of fuch ‘a heart againft the affliction, than: 
_ pofibly can arife from the affli@ion it felf:,: 
and the ftrugling of that diftemper of pride 
with the affliction, galls and intangles the 
mind morethan the fevereft aflicion, and 
renders a man:very uafit for it, and unable 
tobear it. The Prophet de- | 
feribes it, her:.Sons at the 4% ** 
head of every ftreet were like a wild Bull. 
in anet. Buton the osher fide, an humble, 
 o ~ * lowly 
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lowly mind is: calm and patient , and falls 
with eafe upon an: afflicted. condition, for 
the truth is, the great evil of fuffering is not 
fo much in the thing a man flffers, asin the 


_ mind and temper of fpirit of the manthac — 


meets with it, an humble mind is a mind. 
sightly prepared with the greateft facility.to 
receive the fhock of any affliction, forluch 
a mind is already as low.as afflition can or: 


pe he wall put his:mouth in the duft, .ac- 


nowledge hinitelf. to be but a poor worm, 


- and therefore unworthy. to. difpute the Di- — 


' vine difpenfations, providences or permiffi- 


ons, 2..In refpect of. himfelf. He that ~ 


confiders aright himielf,. his fans and failings 
and.corruptions,: will have caufe. enough ta 
humble himielf, :and reckon that he is juftly. 
obnoxious to:the fevereft croffes:and.affliati- 
peeks plain,..auaas_for the pusiloment of bis 
fin? "tis mercy:enough that. the affliction 
extends mot yetto-far as his life, a living man 
to complain, carries a reprehenfion in it felf 


_ of thecomplaint.. .. ... 


* 6, Another _ 


ons..: Why doth the living man coms -- 
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: 6., Another moft hey ere preparation 
againft affidtion, is a fteady refolved Re- | 
onation of a man's felf to the will and good 
pleafure of s_Alwsighty God,'and-that upon 
grounds of the greateft reafon imaginable 
For i. it is-a moft fovereign will ; forhis 
will muft be donewhether we willor not : ' 
therefore it 18 the highett piece of folly ima- 
ginable to -conteft withhim, that will not, | 
cannot, may not becontrolled. Itis true 
we have cominiffion to pray to him, to 
deliver us. from evil, but when we have 
fo done , we mtit: withall: defire that his 
will may be done’; this pattern the Son of 
_ God hath givehus , Astth: 26:39. Father,: 
if it be poffible ; let this cup pafs from me , yet. 
not wy will but-thy will be dene: - Willingly: 
_ therefore. fubmit to. that will. which whe-: 
ther thou wilt or no, thow muft, thou 

‘ fhale endure: for his will-is the moft fove-. 
reign will, the: will of the .abfolute Mo-. 
narch of Heaven and Earth. 2. As itis 
the moft fovereign will, fo it is the moft. 
wife will; what he wills he wills not fime- 
ply pro zmperio, but his Willis founded upon. 
and directed by .a moft infinite. wifdom : 
and fince thow:canft not, upon any tdle-’ 
rable account, judge thy will wifer than’ 
his, -it becomes thee to'refolve thy poor,’ | 
narc ow , Incanfiderate will, into aia 
agenda! ar, 
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of the moft wife God.. 3.. Asit is.a moft 


wile will, fo the will of God is moft cer- 


tainly the moft beneficent and beft will ; 


~ what reafon haft thou to fufpeét the bene- — | 


ficence of his will, whofe will alone gave 


thee thy being , that he might communi- 


eare his goodnefs-to that being of thine, 
which he freely gave thee? It is true, it 
may be thou doft not fee the reafon,. the 
end, the ufe of his Difpenfations, yet be 
content with an implicit {ubmiffion to re- 
- fign thy {elf up to his difpofal, and reft 
affured it fhall be beft for thee, thoygh thou 
yet'canft not. underftand what it means. 
—if<he hath given thee an Heart to refign 


upthis willunto his, be confident he will — 


never miflead thee, nor-give thee caufe to 
repent of trufting him. It was a noble 


pitch of a Heathen’s mind, namely, Epide- 
tus, Enchirid.cap.78. J quovis incepto hac 
optasida funt ; Duc me, 0 jupiter, cy tu. fatum, 


co quo fum a vebis deftinatus ; fequar enim 


Alacriter: quod fi noluero, < swsprobusero, ee 


 feguar nibilominus. Which may be thus 
better Englifbed: ‘“In every Enterprize this 


“ought to be our Prayer; Guide me O. 


““God, and thou Divine Providence ac- 
’ “cording to thine own appointment; | 
“"will with chearfulnefs follow: which: if 


“I fhall decline todo, I thall be an uns. 


“dutiful 


- -_>  °£4@onm an a 


Fide i323 , a pe 
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“dutiful man, and yet -fhall: neverthelefs 
“follow thy appointment, wherher I will 
“ornet. But Chriftians have léayned a rea- 
fon ofa noblet defcentyndame-: - 2 2: 
ly, That all things thall work: See 4 
together for good, to thofe thar love Gods 
and certainly theré can be. no: greater eyi- 
dence fof thy love'to hin] than fo make ‘the 
Will of God the guide, rule ‘and meafure of: - 

thine own. PI voce “gg ae 

4. I thall conclude with that great Pre/ 
parative, which is indéed the completion 
of all that is before faid,-and in a few: 
words includes all, Labour to get’ thy Peace 
with Ged, through Jefas Chiiit our Lord :. . 
when this is once attained, ‘thouart fet .a- 
bove the love of: the. World ;' and the fear. | 
of affliGiions ; becaufe thou ‘haft the affu-. 
‘vance of agreater Treafure than this world 
can give or take away; a: | 
Kingdom that cannot be ({ha-- 7 
ken,) a. hope and moft aflured expectation: 
that is above the region of: afflictions, and 
that renders the greéateft arid foreft. affli-. 
Cuons, as they are, namely light and mo-: 
mentany: And yet becaufe thou art not- 
withftanding this glorious expeétation, yet 
in this lower region, and fubjeét to: paf-: 
fions yr ig oon gga, and fears, the mer- 


Heb. 12, 28, 


ciful God hath engaged his promife -to 
— fupport 
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fupport thee'here under them, to better 
and imprave thee by them, .to: carry thee. 
through (them) by his all-fufficient grace 
and mercy: The ftrokes thou receiveft, are 
either managed and dire¢ted, :or at leaft. go- 
verned and ordered by. him that is thy Fa- 
-° :_ ther, and that in very love 
—-Bfsh.119.75+ aod faichfulnels doth . correct, . 
thee, that hatha heart of compaffion and — 
love to thee , even when he feems in his - 
' Providences;to frown upon thee ; that while 
thou art under them, will make them work. 
— for thy good , and that will never. 
e from: thee thofe everlafting mercies: 
which are, thy:iportion’, that hath all thy. 
afflictions, crofles, troubles, whatever.they. 
are or may be, ‘under the; infallible conduc, 
of hisown wifdom and power; And that, 
ason the.one fide he will never fuffer thee. 
__ sto be afflicted: beyond what he, 
1 Cer. 10. 13--Sives thee grace to bear and, 
improve; fo'on the other hand he will . 
fomanage, order and govern thy light af- 
flictions, -which are here but for a moment ,_ 
P -, ythatin the end they fhall be <a, 
2 Cor. 4. 17. | 
— 7" “> means to bring thee, a far more. 
exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. 
If therefore thou  wouldelt be foundly. 
- armed againit afflictions, and prepared with. 
eafe and comfort to bear them , ‘this one, 
; _ = thing 


4 
h 
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thing neceflary:is fufficient to render thee 
fuch , and to fit thee alfo with all thofe ad- 


vantagious helps before mentioned, which - 


will neceflarily follow upon this attain- 
ment. Meum @ ot. 

2. Secondly:, Icome to the fecond gene- 
ral, namely, How Afflidions incumbent up- 
on us are to be received, entertained and ima 
proved ; and this will be-in a great meafure 


fupplied by what hath been before: faid = - 


touching our preparation of heart before 
they come : fora mind fo prepared and ha. 


_ bituated, will be fafhiciently qualified to.re- 


ceive and entertain them :a$ becomes a good 
man and a good Chriftiai.' Neverthelefs. 
fome things I fhall fubjoyn in order to the 
bearing and improving of afflictions while 
they are incumbent upon us; and they are 
theless os 7 ie 

1. It becomes a man under afflictions in 
the firft place to have a very diligent, fre- 
quent, attentive and. right confideration 
concerning Almighty God., that he. isa 
God of infinite Wifdom, Power, Juftice,. 
Mercy and Goodnefs: That he hates. not 
any thing that he hath- made, but hath a 
great love and beneficence to all his. Crea- 
tures, that he defigns their good and bene- 
fit, even in thofe difpenfations that feem 
moft fharp and fevere: that if he had not 
| , _G _  & 
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a good will to his Creatures, he would 
never have done fo:-much for them as he 
hath done: that whiles he exercifeth difct- 
pline to the childrea of men, it is evident 
they are under his care: that oftentimes 
there is a greater feverity of the. Divine 
difpleafure, in his leaving mankind co theme - 
felves,. than in exercifing them with affli- 
ions: and that he’ equally difcovers. the 
Tove and care of a Father in his corre@ions , 
as( well as) in his more pleafing adminiftra- 
tions. | : Sars : 
2; And farther, thae afflictions rife not 
out of the duft; but are fent and managed _ 
by ‘the wife difpofition and Regiment of 
Almighty God: it is his Providence that 
fends’them, that meafures out their kind, 
weight , contintiances. and that they ‘are 
_ always, as commiflionated by him, fo un- 
der the conduct of his power, wifdom and 
goodaefs , and newer exceed the line and 
— limits ‘of his power, wifdom and goodnefs : 
if he bids them. go, they go; if he bids. 
them ‘¥eturn, they return; if he commands _ 
- the moft tumultuous and tempeftuous ftorms. 
of afflictions, peace; beftill, there will be. 
a calm ;-as mankind is never out of the reach 
of his power to afflid and corre, fo tt is 
never out of the reach of his. power tore- 


3. That 


lieve and recover, <' 
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3. That as no man hath an exeniption from 


afiliGions, fo it is moft evident that eventhe 


belt of men are vifited with them, and iris 
but need they fhould 5 for where one man is 
the worfe by afflictions, a thoufand are the 
worfe for want of them, and as many the bet- 
ter by them; andthe wife and gracious Gad | 
that knows our frame, better than we our 
felves , doth for the moft part in very faith- 
fulnefs afi us, The egreffes of the Divine 
Counfels have ever in them adomplication of 
excellent ends, even in afflictions themfelves: 
they areadts of Juftice oftentimes to punifh; | 
.and of Mercy to prevent diftempers and ta 
heal them and this is that lot which our 
Bleffed Lerd bequeathed unto his own Peo- 
ple, in the world ye fhall have Tribulation ; 
Joh. 16.33. fothat a good man may have as 
great cause to fufpe@ his own integrity in the 
abfence of them, as in the fuffering under, 
them. er to 

4. That all the Divine difpenfations of 
comforts or ctoffes are fo. far beneficial or 
hurtful as they are received and ufed: com- 
forts, if they make us thankful, fober, - 
faithful, they become bleffings; if they 
make us proud , infolent , fecure, forgetful , 
they become judgments: afflictions, 1f they 
are received with humility, patience, re- 
pentance and returning to God, they are 

G 2 blef- 


35 26.41. 





84. Of Affliftions. . ft 
bleffings 5 ; if they are received with murmu-*' 
Ying, impatience, incorrigiblenefs , they age 
come judgments, and a forerunner of grea-*-: 
ter feverity. e 

5- The confequences of all thefe Confide- ir 
rations do evidently lead us unto thefe Duties, ‘s 
when-ever we are under the preffure of re 
fluidion. 

_1. To receive it with all Hawzility, a ast: 
reached out unto us from the hand, or perc) 
miffion at leaft,’ of Almighty God. ae 
were a fort of Philofophers that thought it a‘: 
Virtue to put on a refolved contempt of all: 
croffes and affli@ions; not to be Deiat 
all with them, but-to bear them with a ftout sr 
apathy: thisis not that temper that becomes}; 
a Chriftian 5 it is all one,.asif a Child fhould hi: 
refolve to receive the. correction [ of hista 
Father ] with a ftubbora’ refolution not to He 
care for them , orto be affected with them: % : 
fuch a ftubbornnef3 under affliction renders:y, 
it unufeful to its end, and commonly pro- 2) 
' vokes the great Lord ‘and Father of Spirits 3; 
totally to reje% fuch a mind ; or to matter}; 
it with {harper and feverer and aap coi ' 
afflic:ions, till it yield, and till that. uncir-]; 
cumcifed Heart be humbled and. accept oft) 
the punifhment of its iniquity. Levit. 







a To receive Cit) with ‘Patience a 
— fub- 


Of Aflidtion. ° © = 85 
-, abjedion of : mind; and without either 
., contelting with Almighty’ God, charging 
. is Providence with errour or injuftice , or 
| fwelling and ftorming againft the affli@ion, — 
:, 9 the Divine difpenfation that fends. it: 
;, Thishathtwo fingular benefits 5 firft it ren- 
s ders the affliGion it felf more eafie and tol- 
 Ietable; fecondly’,, it is one of the readieft 
, ways tofhorten or abateit: For as ramon J | 
: and humble fabmiffion to the hand of God, | 
« 0 patience and fubmiflion of will to the 
Divine difpenfation are two of the great 
ends and bufinefs of affliction, which when 
i. attained by it, it hath performed a great 
; partof itserrand for which it was fent. 
« 3. To return unto God that afflicteth or | 
:: permitteth it -: Affliction miffeth its end and 
We when it drives a man from his God, 
. ither to evil or unlawful means, or to thift 
- and hide himfelf, or keep at a diftance 
. fram him ; and as it lofeth its end fo it is - 
, contrary to its natural effe@, at leaft where 
. it meets with anature of any under{ftanding | 
,oringenuity. In their afflidion they will feek 
-me early. God Almighty fends afflictions 
wlike Meffengers to call home wandring 
Souls; and if a man will fhift away, get 
fatther of and eftrange himfelf more 


‘ftom him that ftrikes him, he will ei- — 


Pe ther 
han | 
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either fend more importunate meffengers, — 
afflictions of a greater magnitude, to call and‘: 


fetch him, as Want and Famine did the young 
‘Prodigal in the Gofpel ; or, which is far 
' worfe, let him go without farther feeking 


him: Whereas the man that by affliction, as 


oe eres - B® © - gf 


it were at the firft call, comes home to God, - 
or gets nearertohim, forthe moft part pre- - 
vents feverer Monitors, and renders his fuffe- ° 
ring more fhort, or at leaft more eafie, by : 


drawing near to God the fountain of Peace | 


and Deliverance. 


And if the Affitction befalls fuch a man ° 


that hath not eftranged himfelf from Al. : 
mighty God, nor departed from himin any - 


greater Offences or backflidings. yet affli- 


: 


ction is not without itsiend or ufe, even to - 
fuch a man. Thou haft walked clofely in : 


the Duties towards God , haft depended up- 


~ onhim, approved thy felf in his fight 5 yet - 


 isit not poffible that forthy Faith, Induftry , 


i 


Obedience, dependence may be more, more ; 
con{tant, more firm > If itmay be, as fure - 
it may be, then though affliction folicit not : 
thy return to him from whom thou haft: 
not departed, yet it folicits thy improve- | 


ment. 


4. To Pray unto, God: and this is the | 


moft natural effect of affti@ion, efpectally 
if it be fevere and eminent. In the ftorm 
| 7 the 
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the Sailers call.gxery one upon his Gods . 
and the reafon is ; becaufe in {uch a {eafon, 
a man’s own fhifts, the help and advice and 


Bo ge ee re 


which indeed is the szxm magnum ; names 
ly, Invocation of Almighty God, for Help, 
Support and Comfort. I[t is therefore.a_ 
fign of adefperate mind that will not come 
unto God in prayer, at leaft when affliaii- 
Ons grind hini. And although a man be 
not of the number of thofe that reftrain 
prayer before God, yet affliGtions naturally 
will make the prayer. of: fuch a man more 
earne{t, fervent, conftant; itfets an edge 
and adds life to the prayersof a praying — 
man. — PY 

5. To Depend and Truft upon God, both 
for fupport under, and feafonable delive- 
rance from affli@ions. Keep thy recum- 


.bence upon his goodnefs and mercy, even 


under the blackelt night of afflictions ; 
Though he killme, yet will [ truftin him : 
and with David ( Pfal. 23.4. ) even in the 
valley of the fhadow of deathto reft upon 
his Rod and hisStaff: And though it be- - 
comes the beft of men to have an yielding 
and a foft {pirit under the affli@ing hand 


of God, yet be careful to bear up thy felf 
| G4 - under 
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under the power and gooraels of God from’ 


fainting and defpondence.. | 3 
6. To be Thaskful unto God under affit- 


G&ion , and that upon very great and im- 


_ portant motives: 41. Thankful that the 
are no worfe or greater: Thou haftloffes., 


_ but yet haft thou loft allat once? Fob did 5 


ie 
be 


or if thou haft loft all externals, yet haft - 


thou not fomething thou valueft more than 
all, namely, innocence, peace with God 
and thy own Confcience? 2. Thankful 
that God Almighty rather choofeth to af- 
‘fli& thee, than tq forfakethee. As long 
as Almighty God ts pleafed to affli@ thee, 
it is plain thou art under his Difcipline, his 


Care 3 no man’s condition is defperate fo - 


Jong as the Phyfician continues his Admi- 


niftration 5 nor isany mah wholly forfaken 
of God, nor paft his care, fo long as he fs 
under affliftion: for it is a Medicine that 


without thy own default will either reco- - 


~verorbetterthee. 3. Thankful that God 


hath been pleafed to difcover fo much of his — 


mind and defign and affections towards - , 


mankind in his Word, as to affure us that 
_ the meafure of his love towards, or dif- 
. pleafure againft the Children of men, is 
“not to: be taken by external profperity or 


‘adverfity : Buton-the. contrary to bear up © 


our Souls under the preffures of: afflictions , 
pe x ee =e aflures 
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affures us that they are the effects forthe. 
moft part of his fatherly love and care ( ra- 
ther) than of his heavy difpleafure ; that | 
they may indeed fometimes be fymptoms 
of his anger, but not of his hatred 3 they 
may be for Corrections , but not for con- 
fufion: he may correct thofe, whom yet 
he accounts his Children and refolves to 
fave. ._ = _ 
7- To putus upona due fearch and Ex- 
amination of our Hearts and Ways., Cer- 
tainly there is not ( the.) beft man living , 
‘but upon a {trict and impartial fearch of 
himfelf may find fewel for affliction 5 de- 
‘merit enough to deferve it 5 fomewhat amifs 
that requires amendment ; {ome corruptions . 
growing into exorbitancy 5 fome errours, 
that ftand in need of Phyfick to cleanfe 
them ; fome budding diforders, that {tand 
in need of a Medicine to prevent them. It 
is the great bufinefs of affliction, the great 
mefiage that it brings from God to man, is 


to fearch out and feewhat tsamifs, what - 


is defective 3 and to ranfack our Souls and: 


Hearts and Lives, and fearch whether there -_ 


be not fomething offenfive to God. 
8, To put a manto a double Duty upon 
this fearch; namely, if upon an impartial 


{crutiny , thou find thy Confcience clear’ . 


from great and wafting- Sins, humbly blefs. 
: a4 1s _ God 


4 
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‘God for his grace, that hath preferved thee 
from the great Tranfgreffion; but yethum- | 
ble thy felf for'thy fins of daily incurfion ,. 


for thy fins of omiffion, for thy coldnefs 
_ inthy Devotions, for thy want of vigilance 
over thy paffions, for thy negle&t of op- 
portunities of doing good. As thou haft 
~ matter of thankfalnefs, for efcaping thofe 
greater and wafting fins, . which others 
‘commit; yet thou haft matter of, humili- 
. ation and Repentance, for thofe fins that 
areof a leffer Magnitude , whereunto thy 
daily inadvertence and Humane ‘frailty 
renders thee liable, and to fee a ftri@er 
watch upon thy felf even in referenceto 


thefe. Again, onthe other fide,if upon | 


_ fearch, thou find thy felf guilty of any 
greater fin, which hath not been repented 


for, thy affliction brings likewife a doxble | 


meffage unta thee: Firft, ameflage of Hu- 


miliation and Repentance for thy great . 
Tranfgreflion; and turning to God, with | 


‘a perfect Refolution of amendment: and a 
meffage of gratitude and thankfulnefs to 
‘God, that hath fent this meflenger of af- 
fliion to awaken thee to Repentance and 
‘amendment; and hath given thee. an af- 
furance of pardon and forgivenefs upon thy 
_ Repentance and amendment, through the 

all-fufficient Sacrifice of Chrift Jefus. So 


a 


that 
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that whatfoever perfon afflition meets 
with, it brings with it a ufeful and profita- 

ble meflage from Heaven: If it meet with 
 aperfon under the guilt of fome great un- 
repented fin, it brings him an errand of Hu. 
miliation, Repentance, amendment and 
- thankfulnefs: if. it meet with a good man, 
fuch-.a man as Fob, who had the witnefs of 
God in himfelf, that he was a perfec man 
‘atid an upright, yet it brings him alfo a | 
meffage of the like nature, a meflage of. 
gratitude to that God, that hath preferved 
him from the great Tranfgreffion; a mef- 
fage of Humiliation and Repentance for his 


often failings and offences;.a meflage of 


advice to proceed with greater vigilance , 
and toa farther degree of Chriftian perfe- 
ction in the whole courfe of his life. 

9. To wean a man from the love of the 
World;-and to carry up the thoughts. and 
hopes and defiresto that Countrey where- 
unto we areappomted. If all things went 
-_ well even with:good men in this life , they © 
would be building of Tabernacles here, 
and fet up their reft and hopes on this fide 
Jordan , asthe Reubenites didin the Couns 
trey of Bafhan, when they found it Rich 
and Fruitful. God. Almighty therefore 
in mercy makes this World unpleafing to- 
sood men by afflidion, that they oar 3 

3 oe ec 
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- fet the lefs value upon it, and fix-their | 


hopes and defires and endeavours for that 
City which ts above. | 


. This is the voice of the Rod and of 


Him that hath appointed it, which every 
wife man ought: to hear and anfwer with 
~~ all_obedience , fubmiffion and thankfulnefs: 


_ And when affli@ion hath wrough this effed, — 
its bufinefs is in a great meafure ended 5, and — 


. for the moft part it is thereupon eafed or 
removed. : : - 
Above all the Temptations that befall 

good: men in Afflidions, this commonly is 

~ that which doth moft greatly prevail, and 
doth them the moft hurt, namely , when 


~ uwpona diligent fearch they find their Con- 


fciences clear from any great. offences, they 


are too apt tomagnifie their own integri- - — |. 


ty, to expoftulate the yeafonablenefs and 
juftice of -the Divine dealing with them, to 
complain of hard ufage from him. This 
was ‘Job’s fault, and.is too apt to be the 
fault of good men, though. neither. equal 
to him in: their perfections or afflictions : 
' which courfe neverthelefsis 1. Very unjutt 


and unreafonable; for the beft of men. | 
_have fins enoygh to ‘juftifie the Juftice of. 
God in his fevereft dealing withthem; and ~ 
‘corruptions enough to grow into greater. 
. enormities, which although they acest | 
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fee not, yet the all-knowing God:{ees,.and 


in mercy and with wifdom prevents, by 


the corrofives and catharticks ‘of aflli@ion :° 
infomuch that even that good man, when ' 
Almighty God opened his ear to Difcipline, 
faw and acknowledged, and therefore ab- 
horred himfelf in duft and. afhes. 2. As 
it is extremely unjuft , fo it is extremely 
foolifh and vain: For as it is notthe way 
to remove the affliction, fo when God is 
pleafed to remove itin merey and .compaf- 
fion, it makes a man juftly afhamed upon 
his deliverance, of that folly and, pettifh- 
nefs’ that he fhewed under ¢ his’ affliction 
again{t Almighty God, who even then had 
thoughts of mercy and deliverance for him. 
And this ‘very confideration) had been 
enough to have made ‘fob’s deliverance yet 
full of trouble and fhame, for his’ froward- 
nefs in his affliction; unlefs the gractous- 
God. in .a.ftrange. condefcention of good+ 
nefs and gentlenefs ‘had prevented. it, by 
giving fo great a {uffrage unto his integrity, — 
and covering the errours and paflionate ‘ex- 
curfions.of' his affliction, as a Father doth 
the erroursand follies of his.Child, by an 
indulgent commendation : Te have not [pokex 


Of me the thing that isright,. as my fervant 


Job. te day | 
And thus far of the carriage that becomes" 
os | - Ms 
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us to have under affliction, and our due ini- 
_ provement of it, to the ends for which Al- 


mighty God.fendsit:by which AlmightyGod — 


_ receives the honour of bis,Sovereignty, his 
jultice, his goodnefs, his wifdom, his truth 5 


and matt receives the bengfit of prevention 


- ‘fronr fin, deliverance out of it, improve- 
ment of his graces, perfecting of his Soul , 


and advancement of his glory, through © 


the mercy of God, and his blefling upon 
this bitter cup, the cup of afflidion. —_.- 


_ Teometo the third General Confideration , 7 


mamely , that temper. and difpofition of 
mind that bécomes us to have upon and. 2f- 


ter deliverance from afiictions. 


r..Upon our deliverance from affii- 


ctions, we ought in a {pectal and ‘folemu 
manner to retura our humble and hearty 
Thanks to Almighty God, to acknowledg 
him tobe the Author of i¢,.to return unto 


him our humble and ferious- praifes, that - 


‘he hath been pleafed tb anfwer our Prayer , 
and hath given us a plain Teftimony that 


he hatha regard to us: dsis-fts the Tribute — 


that heexpedts moft juftly:fream us. ‘As he 
in af{pecial manner requisesour Prayers 


unto. him , when we: are under affliction, . 


fo he requires that. we .fhould take. notice 
of the Returns of our Prayers, and to pay 
him the Tribute of Praife npon our deli- 

_ _ verance, 











verance. Call upon mein the day of trou- 
ble, and I will deliver thee, and thou thale 
glorifie me. The truth is, when we are 
| under extremities, we are eafily perfwaded 
to call to God for deliverance 5; the very 
natural preffure of afflictions drives us to 
him, we know not whither elfe,to fly: 
But as foon as the Rod is gone, weare dull 
and backward tn returning glory to God ; 


and we are moft apt to take notice of the . 


means that immediately went before, If 


weor any of our Relations are delivered | 


from ficknefs, we have it prefently upon 
our Tonguesends, that we had a careful or 


skilful Phyfician, a ftrong conftitution, | 


favourable weather, fome lucky accident 
that happened unto us; and the like we 
are apt to do upon other deliverance: and 
rarely, or at leaft not with that fincerity , 
acknowledg the mercy of God, and the 
hand of God to bethat which raifed us up. 
It is true, means are-not. to be neglected , 
itis a prefumptioh. and tempting of God; 
but it is the providence of God that gives us 
means, and the blefling of God that makes 
them {fuccefsful , that fometimes bleffeth 


poor and weak and unlikely means to pro-— 


duce, defired effects; fometimes maketh 
thofe very things we call accidents , that 
feem to import the very defiruction of a 

: man, 
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man, to be the means of his recovery, and 
fometimes brings about the effe& without | 
any vifible means. We.areno lefs to ac-. . 
knowledge his goodnefs and influence, 
when we feem to be delivered by means, . 
than if we were delivered by miracle. Ie 

is true, we are apt to faften our thoughts 
and reafons upon means, .becaufe we fee 
them ; butif our Eyes‘could befo opened. . 
oe as the Prophet’s fervant’s were - 
when he faw the Chariotsof | 
. fire in the Mountain, we: fhould fee ano- 
ther kind of regiment and government and 
ordering and difpofing of things than now 
we fee. Many, if not moft, of thofe fignal 
deliverances that aMan’ or aNationhath, | 
are wrought not fo much by -the efficacy. of | 
means, as by a fecret invifible Hand of | 
Providential government which we fee | 
~ not.) - If therefore thou art delivered | 
from any great diftrefs of any kind, in fuch__, 
-amanner. that thou canft not attribute it 
‘to means, or poflibly. above or beyond | 
means, the Hand of thy deliverer is: more | 
fignal and confpicuous:, glorifie hismercy | 
and goodnefs : And if thou.doft obtain thy 
- deliverance by means , ‘yet ftill glorifie his 
mercy and goodnefs; for.it is his provi- 
dence that- fends means, his power and 
goodnels that bleffeth it to its defired fuccefs 
| i‘. 2 * | The 


& 


2 Kings 6.19. - 


the efficiency and energy of the principal 
caufe is that which gives efficacy to the 
-meansand makesiteffectual, Ss | 
2. Endeavour to exprefs thy thankful- 
nefs by a fincere and faithful Obedience to 


the will of that God, that hath thus de- , 


livered thee. A true and hearty thankful- 
nefs of mind will not content it felf with 
bare verbal praifes and acknowledgments , 


ae ee 
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but will ftudy and endeavour to find out — 


and do all-that: may be well-pleafing ‘and 
delightful and acceptable to his great Be- 


nefa@or; and wherever the Heart is truly © 


affected with the fenfe of the favour, good- 
nefs, and love of God, and: that the deli+ 
verance it hath had, it hath had from his 
hand, will think nothing too much to be 


done, that may be well-pleafing to him. | 


Great acclamations and verbal praifes and 
acknowledgments without an honeft and 


fincere endeavour to pleafe and obey him, — 


are buta piece of mockery and hypocritical — 
complement and a meer fruftration and 


difappointment of Almighty God, in the 
end and defign of his mercy to us3 which 


is, tomakeus really better, more dutiful, 
more capable of greater and everlafting 
mercies; to make us better Examples to- 


others, who may thereby ‘( be) invited to 
follow us in piety and goodnefs. A man that 
aa, H hath 


AN 
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hath received great and fignal mercies and 
deliverances, becomes a great and efficacious 
Example, and of much good, or much evil, 
according as he carries himfelf after eminent 
mercies received: if he become more pious, 
virtuous, juft, fober, than before, he be- 


comes a forcible motive .and encourage- 


- ment to others, fo be like him 5 again, ifhe 
either remain or a into impiety, va- 
nity, or vice, hedifcourageth goodnefs and 


becomes a great temptation to others to be 


like him. 

3. Take heed left after great deliverance , 
thy Heart.be lifted up into prefumption upon 
God , Pride and Vain-glory , and a‘ conceit 
of thy own goodnefs and worth. This is 
the common temptation that grows upon 
much mercy. received; and therefore the 
wife Law-giver did very frequently caution 
_~the people of Ifrael aginft. this, Deut. 9. 4- 





- Speak not in thy heart, after the Lord thy God 


- hath caft them out, faying , For my righteonf- — 
 mefs the Lord hath brought me to poffefs this 


' land, &c. Let thy afflictions make thee 
more humble, and Jet thy affli@ions find thee 
humble 5 but: let thy deliverance yet 
increafe thy humility 5 the more mercy God 
fhews to thee, the more humble ever let thy 
Heart be, “upon a double account: 1. Thy 
deliverances doe or fhould make thee know 
~ a , ' ~ Almighty 
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- Almighty God the more 3 and the morethou 
knoweft him, the more:humble it fhould | 
make thee» Fob 42.5. Ihave heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear 5 but wow mine eyes haveé 
feen thee : wherefore 1 abbor my-felf in duf and 
afbes. 2. Thou haft need to double thy 
guards of Humility, becaufe upon great deli- 
verance thou-muft expe& that the temptation - 
and affaults of Pride and Vain-glory will be 
moft bufie with thee: And ifin all thy prepa- 
rations for afflictions thou haft {tudied humili- 
ty, 1f under all thy afflictions thou haft impro- 
ved thy humility, yet if now, upon thy deli- 
verance, thou art loft in Pride and Vain-glo- 
ry, thou haft loft-all the benefit both of thy 
preparations, and of thy afflictions, and of 
thy deliverance alfo: Thowart like an unhap- 
py Ship that hath endured theSea, and bora 
the Storm, and yet finks when fhe is come in- 
to the Harbour. _ . ak 
4. And upon-the fame account be vigi- 
lant and watchful. It is true, thou hatlt 
weathered a great Storm, out of which — 


by the mercy of God thou art delivered; — 


but ftill be upon thy guard, thou knoweft 
not how foon thou fhale meet with another 5: 
take heed it furprize thee not unprovided. — 
Though thou halt endured, it may be, along 
and dark ftorm of affli@ion, and God hath 
mercifully delivered thee; yet thou haft no 

_ > i _ pro- 
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promife from Almighty God that thou thalt 


meet with one more. Thefe three Confiderati- 


ons fhould keep thee watchful and vigilant, 


notwith{tanding great deliverance from: | 
great afflictions: 1. Thou artthereby better : 


fitted and prepared toreceive it; ifit come, 
it fhallnot furprize thee unaware nor find 
thee fleeping. 2. Moft certainly, if any thing 


bea more likely means , as to preferve thee | 


under, fo from affliction, it isa prepared , 


watchful‘, vigilant mind: for, if I may, fo : 


{fpeak, afflictions have no great bufinefs with 
fuch a man; for, he is already’ in that pofture 


and frame of Heart, that affliction is ordina- 


rily fent to giveaman. 3. There is nothing 
more likely to procure affliction than fecuri- 


ty and unpreparednefs of mind:, And that, 
Firft, inrefpect of the goodnefs, mercy , 
and juftice of God, who, though with 
moft unblamable juftice , yet: with fingular 


mercy , is very likely to fend affliction to a-. - 
‘waken him and amend him, and to recall: 


him from that tendency to Apoftacy , that : 


fecurity isapt to bring uponhim. Secondly , 


in refpect of the malice and vigilancy of the . : 


‘great Enemy off Mankind; who, as he ne- 
‘ver wants malice, fo he often gets a permiffi- 
onto worry a manwhom he hath under this 


difadvantage of -unpreparednefs and {ecuri- 


s Pye * : 
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5. Becareful to keep, as great affliGions , 
fo alfo great deliverance iz memory. Mott 
men upon the frefh receipt of mercy and 
deliverance, havea quick and lively appre- 
henfion of it; and accordingly their affe- 
Gions of thankfulnefs , and practices and 
purpofes of Obedience are lively and dili- 
gent: but in procefs of time, and as the 
man ts further diftant from his deliverance , 
fothe memory of it doth gradually,and pof- - 
fibly fuddenly , vanifh and decay : and as 
the remembrance of the deliverance decays 
and grows weaker and weaker, fo do thefe 
affeCtions or difpofitions of the Soul that 
are before mentioned: The thankfulnefs 
grows faint; and fo doth the obedience, 
and fo'doth the humility , and fo doth the 
watchfulnefs: and as the. water that hath 
been heated , being removed from the fire, 
grows by degrees colder and colder, «ill at 
Jaft it comes to its old coldnefs that it 
firlt had ; fo in alittle time the affltction 
is forgot, and the deliverance is forgot , 
and the. manis grown into the very fame 
ftate, asif he had never felt either, .and — 
poflibly worfe. Therefore keep deliveran- 
ces and afflictions too, frefh.in thy me- 
mory ; callthy felf frequently to account: 
forthem, ufe fome expedient that may fre- 
quently re-mind thee of them with all their 
H3- —— circum 
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circumftances; fetthem down in writing 3° - 
mention them often, recollect them often, - 


and recolle& what thoughts, purpofes, 
temper of mind and: Spirit was then upoa 
‘thee, when thy affliGions were upon thee , 
or thy deliverances frefhly given to thee. 
Catt with rhy felf , howif thefe were now 
as frefh to thee as they were then, with 
‘ what motions or difpofitions of Soul thou 
fhouldeft receive them; and reafon thy 
felf into the fame temper and habitude of 
thankfulnefs, as then thou had{ft. By this 
keeping thy memory of thefe affliGions and 
thefe deliverances freth under allits circum- 
. ftances, thou wilt with them, and in the fame 
degree as thy remembrance is of them, re- 
- Vive and excite aad preferve and keep alive 
’ and quick and ative, the fame gratitude , 
the fame humility, the fame obedience, the 


fame vigilance, that thefe affliGiions or thefe . 


deliverances wrought in thee , when they 


were frefh with thee or upon thee.. The vi- ° 
- gorous perpetuating of the remembrance of |: 


them, will be an effe@ual means to perpetu- 
_ ate che due fruit of them in their life, vigour 
and intention, . | - 
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F$ACOBs VOW: 
| 7 OR, Oo 
The Modefty and. Reafonablenefs 
ns ©) 


Jaco B'S Defre. 





GEN, XXVIL 20. 
And Facob vowed a vow, faying, If 
God will be with me, and will keep me 
in the way that I go, and will give me 
bread to eat,and rayment to put on;fo 
that [come (again) tomy fathers _ 

- boufein peace« then fhallthe Lord - 
bemy God, &c. So | 


JHE only thing that I intend to . 

-confider upon this place of Holy. 

- Scripture, is the Atodefty and — 
Reafonablenefs of Jacobs -defire. 

He doth not defire greatnefs of wealth , 

or honour, or power, or {plendour, or great 

| H4 | equi- _ 
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eguipage in this World 5 butall'that (he ) 


defires, in reference to this World, is, 


r. That the comfortable prefence and fenfe 
of the favour and’ love of God fhould be 
with him; If God will be with me: 2. That 
the Protection of the Divine Providence 
may. be continually over him 5 azd will keep 


mein the waythat Igo: 3. Thathe would 


fupply him, not with curiofities or delica- 
cies, but with neceflaries; and will give me 
bread to eat and rayment to put on. 


_ And thetruthis, this fhould be the Rule 


aud Meafure of every good man, in reference 


to this Life, and the enjoyments of it, and- 
the defires. of them, untill he come to his 
Fathers houfe in peace; that houfe where- . 


in there are many manfions, that the great 
Father, of whom all the Family in Heaven 


and Earth is named, hath provided for fuch » 


as fear, and love, and obey him. 


Indeed the two former of thefe, though — 


they be no more than what the bountiful 
God freely affords to all that truly lave 
him, and depend upon hin, are of a {trange 
and vaft extent. Firlt, the comfortable 
prefence of God fupplies abundantly all 


that can be defired by us, and abundantly 


_ countervails whatfoever elfe we feem to 
want ; it is better than life itfelf: And when 
the Ancients would exprefs all that feemed 
7 “ .  bene- 
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beneficial or profperous in this life, they 
had no fuller and comprehenfive expreffion 
of it, than that.God was with him: ofeph, 
Gen. 39.3. Andwhen his Mafter faw that 
the Lord was with him, and that the Lord 
made all that he did to profper: 1 Sam. 18, 


_ 14,28. the wifdom and courage and fuccefs 


of David (is) refolved into this one thing, 
The Lord was with him. 

But certainly , though the Divine Pre- 
fence fhould:not manifett it elf in external 


-fucceffes and advantages , the very fenfe 


of the favour and comfortable prefence of 
God carries with it an abundant fupply of 


all other deficiences. Pfal. 4. 6,7. The. 


light of the Countenance of Almighty God 
is the moft fupereminent good , and occas 
fions more true joy and contentment , than 
the redundance of all external advantages. 
Secondly , the Divine prote@ion and pro- 
vidence is the moft fure and fafe protection, - 
and fupplies the want of all other. The 


munition of Rocks is thy defences and all a 


other defences and refuges without this, 


are weak, impotent, and failing defences. 


Except the Lord watch the City, the watchman 
watcheth but in vain. | 7 
_ That therefore which I hall fiz upon is 
the last of his three defires: if be fhall give. 
me meat and drink aud rayment to put on. - 

The 
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The defires of a good man , in Relation 
tothe things of this life, ought not to be 
lavifh andextravagant 5 not to be of things 
for grandeur, or delicacy , orexcefs: but 
tobe terminated in things of neceflity for 
his prefent fubfiftence, convenient food 
and rayment. If Almighty God give more 
than this, itts matter of the greater gra- 
titude, asit was. to Jacob, Gen, 32. 10. 
Iam not worthy of the least of all the mer- 
cies, &c. for with my Staff, I paffed over 
this fordan, and now Iam become two bands : 
- Butif he gives no more, we have enough 


for our contentation. Almighty God, who 


is never worfe than his word, but moft 
commonly better, hath not given us any 
promifeof more, neither hath he given us 
- commiffion to expec or ask for more. If 
he gives more than neceflary , he exalts 
his bounty and beneficence: and yet, if 
he gives no more, it isbounty that he gives 
fo much; and is matter both of our conten- 
tation, and gratitude. _ a 
This the wife man Ager made his requett, 


Prov. 30.8. Give me neither poverty, nor .| 


riches: feed me with food convenient for me. 
This our Lord teacheth us to ask in his ex- 
cellent form of Prayer; Give us this day 
our daily bread > and thijsis that which the 


Apoftle prefcribes,’ for the Rule ofour con- . 


| tentation, 
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tentation, « Tim. 6,8. And having food 
. andrayment, let us be therewith content. 

And truly , if it pleafeth God to allow 
us a fufficiency and competency , for the. 
neceffity of our nature, we have very great 
Reafon to be contented with it, not only 
asitis (a) duty enjoyned unto us, but 
upon moft evident convidion of found 
Reafon,both in regard unto Almighty God, 
in regard of ourfelves, and in regard of 
— I fhall mingle thefe Reafons toge- — 
ther. 3 | 
"a. It becomes us to be contented, be- 
caufe whatfoever we have , we have from the 
free allowance, bounty, and goodnefs of Gods: 
he owes us nothing; but what we have, | 
we have from free giftandbounty. If a 
man demands a debt of another , we think 
_ jt juft he fhould be paid what he demands 3 .- 
but if a man receive an Alms from another, 
we think it reafonable he fhould be content 
with what the other gives, without pre- 
{cribing to the meafure of his bounty. But 
_the cafe is far {tronger here: we are under 
an obligation of duty tobe charitable too- 
thers wants, by vertue of a Divine Com- — 
mand ; but Almighty God is under no other 
Law of conferring benefits, but of his ow 

bounty, goodnefs, and will. : 


2.Ie 
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2. It becomes us to be content, becaufe 

our meafure and dole is given unto us, as by 
him that is abfolute Lord of his own 
bounty , {0 by him that ts the wifeft difpenfer 
of :his own benefits: he knows, far better, 
than we our felves; what proportion is 
fitteft for us: he hath given us enough for 
our neceflity , and we are defirous to have 
:fomewhat more ; the wife-God knows; it 
may be, that more would do us harm , 
would undo us 3, would make us luxurious, - 
proud , infolent, domineering , forgetful 
of God. The great Lord and Mafter of 
the great Family of the World, knows 
who-are, and who are not able to bear 
redundancy: And therefore if Ihave food 
convenient for me, I have reafon to be 
content , becaufe I have reafon to believe 
the great and wife. God knows what pro- 
portion beft fits me; it may be, if I had 
more, I were ruined. << ae 

3. Wemuft know that we are but Stew- 
ards of the very external bleffings of this 
life 5. and at the great Audit , we mutt give 
_anaccount of our Stewardfhip , and thote 
Accounts will be ftrictly perufed by the . 
- great Lord of allthe Family in Heaven and 
Earth. -Now if our external benefits be 
but proportionable to our neceffities and 

neceflary ufe, our Account is eafily and 
| | -fafely 
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fafely made: Imprimis , Ihave received fo 
much of thy external bleffings as were ne- 


ceflary for my food and cloathing ,'and for 


the feeding and clothing of my Family - 
But on the other. fide; where there ts a 
fuperfluity and redundanee given over, and 
above our neceflary fupport , the account 
is more difficult. Where much is given, 
much will be required. There will be an 
account required, how the redundant over- 
plus wasemployed; how muchin Charity, 
how much in other good works: and God 
knows that too too often very’ pitiful ac- 
counts are made of the furplufage and re- 
dundancy of a liberal eftate ; which will 
be fo far from abating the account , as it — 
will enhance it: -Item# fo much in excefs, 
debauchery, and riot 3; fo much in coftly 
apparel ; fo much in magnificence and vain 
fhews, and the like. ce ws 

4. Our natures may be well enough fup- 
plied with little 5 Natura paucis contenta; 
and whatfoeyer is redundant, moft come 
monly turns to the damage and detriment 
_of our nature , unlefs it meet with a very. 
wife proprietor: For the excefs in the 
abufe of fuperfluities in eating and drink- 
ing, and gratifying our appetites; or the 
excefs of care and pains in getting , or 


keeping, or difpofing fuperfluities and re- 3 : 


dundance, 


s10 Zhe Modefly and Reafonablene/s 


dundance, commonly deth more harm, e- 
ven to our natural complexions and confti- 
tution, than a‘ mediocrity proportionate to 
- the neceffities of nature. 


gs. Whatfoever is more than enough for 
our natural fupport, and the neceflary fup- . 
ply of our Families, and fo employed, is i 


trath, vain, ufelefs, anferviceable ; and-fuch 
a man is rich butin fancy and notion, and 
~ got in truth and reality : For. the ufe. of ex- 
ternals is fupply of our netural'‘neceflity 5 if 
I have a million of Money, and yet a hun- 
. dred Pounds is fufficient, and as much 
as I {hall ufe to bring me'to miy Grave; the 


 yeft is vainand needlefsto me, anddoth me 
no good : it isindeed my burthen, andmy _ | 


care, and my trouble; but is of no more 
ufe tome in my Cheft, than if 1t-were inthe 
center of the Earth. It isittrue, I have there- 
by ahappy opportunity., if I have a Jarge 
- and a wife heart, to difpofe it forthe. glory 
and fervice of God, andthe good of man- 
kind, in.works of piety, charity, and hu- 


manity : butif I keepitin my Cheft, it is . | 
an impertinent trouble, neither ufeful for 


my elf, becaufe I need it not,I have enough 
_without it 5 nor as I order it 1s it ufeful for 
others, no more than if it were an hun- 
dred fathomunder ground. ~ | 


be A 
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6. A sate of Mediocrity or fupplies pro- 
portionate to my necefiity, is infinitely 
more fafeto me , evenin re{fpe& of my flf, 
than an eftate of Glory , wealth, power , 
and abundance; an eftate of mediocrity 
‘und commenturatene(s to our exigence and | 
neceflity is the freeft of any condition in 
the world from perturbations and temptaii- 
ons; aftate and condition of want, and 
too narrow for our neceflities , is an eftate 
fubjec& to fome troubles and temptations : 
But of all conditions in the World, a re- 
dundant and over-plentiful condition is 
moft fubjeét to the moft dangerous. and 
pernicious temptations in. the World: as 
namely., forgetfulnefs of God, felf-depen- 
dence, pride, infolence, oppreffion, in- 
juftice , unquietnefs of mind, excefs, lux- 
jury, intemperance , contempt of others: 
and I have very often known thofe perfons 
that have carried themfelves fteadily and 
commendably in a condition of mediocrity, 
nay have been able to bear with victory 
_ the fhocks of thofe temptations that arife 
from want and poverty, yet when in the | 
late times they were advanced to wealth, 
power and command, wereloft and could 
not bear the temptations. that attended 
grandeur, wealth and power; and the Sun 
of wealth and profperity quickly difrobed 


them 
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them of that mantle of innocence , piety 
and virtue, that they kept about them 
againft the {torms and affaults of wants and 
neceflities. So that certainly it — a 
greater Vigilance, attention, induftry and 
refolution , to oppofe and conquer the . 
- temptations of grandeur, wealth, and 
power, than the temptations of want, 
neceffity, and poverty:. Some patience 
and humility will do much to fubdue the 
latter 5 but he that will acquit himfelf from 
the temptations of the former , hath, and 
hath need of, great wifdom , moderation,’ . 
fobriety , and a lowefteem of the world, _ 
and efpecially, a great and practical exercife 
of the Fear of God, Faith in his promifes , 
and afixed hope and profpect of the pro- 
mifes of immortality and glory, whereby 
_ they may overcome the flattering and de- 
ceiving world. | a. 
' 9, Aftate of externals proportionate to 
our neceffities is a far mare ferene and fafe 
eftate iz reference ta others; than an eftate 
of external grandeur, and wealth and 
power: And the reafons are, firft, becaufe 
the former hath nothing that others do 
covet or defire, but the Jatter-hath gotten 
the golden Ball, that the generality of 
mankind are fond to have, andarereftlefs | 
till they have gotten (it:)) which makes | 
- | | the 
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the man’seftate unquiet and unfafe, becaufe 
he hath many competitors for what-he en- 
joys, which are continually endeavouring 
totrip up his heels: juft as we fee whena | 
Bird hath gotten a booty or prey, all other ~ 
Birds of prey are following and catching 
after it, and ever molefting him that hath 
it. Secondly, becaufe he that enjoys much, 
either of honour, or wealth, or power, is - 
the obje@ of the envy of other men, 
' which is a bufte, reftlef$, pernicious hu- 
mour, andever picking quarrels and find- 
ing faults, and ftudying and endeavouring 
_ the ruine of its obje&: Whereas a ftate of 
mediocrity, isa ftate of quietnefs; and free 
from the affaults and (hafts of this peftilent 
companion. fe 

8. We fee that all worldly matters are 
by a kind of inbred and connatural ne- 
ceflity febje% to mutations and changes. 
When grandeur, and honour, and wealth 
are at their higheft piteh, like the Sunin 
the Meridian , it ftaysnot long there, but 
hath its declination. Now the chaages 
that. are-incident togreatnefS and wealth, 
are always for the worft ;.they moft com- 
monly take their wings and fly away ; 

when they feémtobein their higheft-pitch - 

_ of plenty and glory: And this creates in 
amad very great anxiety - onan j 
7 Cxe. 
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Jeft he fhould Jofe what he hath. andin- 
finite f{truglings and (hiftings to keep it . 
when it is going 5 and extreme difappoint-_ 
ment, vexation and forrow when itis: 
gone. On the other fide, a {tate of me-_. 
diocrity may have its changes too; and -- 
as it (is) feldem for the worfe, fo itis - 
. groft ordinarily for the better; whereby. 
- the’ man hath great peace and tranquillity. ; 
We need not havea better inftanceof both ; 
thefe conditions than in Jacob, the perfon  ; 
in the Text: While he was in a {tate of . 
mediocrity , and ratherindeed , inaftrait, . 
_ thaninanample condition; when he had . 
nothing but his Staff, and his fupplies of 
Bread to eat, and Clothes to put on, he , 
was ina ftate of great tranquillity; andthat . 
change which befell that conditiea, was | 
a change not for the worfe, but for the, 
better, at leaftin relation to externals, his , 
fupplies increafed 5 but as foon asheonce 
arrived. at great wealth, under hisUncle_ , 
Laban, though, it is true, the Divine Provi- 
dence kept him froma total lofs of it, yet 
he foon found that profperous condition {| 
full of thorns and.difficulties : 1.His Uncle [. 
and his Sons began to envy his wealth, and |. 
he began tobein great fears and jealoufies 
left he fhould be deprived of all 2. Then 
to avoid that fear, he-flyes, and his Uncle 
| of a = pur- 
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purfizes him ; and then he was under a riew 
fear of fofs of all he. had got. 3. When 
that fear was over, then he fears that the 
rumor of his wealth, and the formier.dif- 
pleafure of his Brother E/aa might make 
him and all his wealth a prey to his Brothers _ 
and certainly, had not the immediate pro- 
_ vidence of Almighty God ftrangely inter- 

pofed , ‘he had not only felt the difficulties 
and unquietnefs of his great wealthy con- 
dition ( which wete profitable for his in« 
{truction ) but he had fuffered a total de- 
* privation of it, either by Laban, or Efaty 
or at leaft by the netghbours of the . 
Shechemites, exafperated by the treachery 
and cruelty of his two Sons Simeon and ° 
Levi. te 

Upon thefe and many tiore Confideta-, 
tions,, it is moft evident, That a ftate of 
medicctity in extérnals is'to be preferted 
before an eftateof much. wealth, honour, 
or grandeur; that of the two extremes 7 
poverty on the one’ fide; of very gfeat 
wealthand glory on the other; the Jatrer — 
is in truth mote dangerous and difficul€ 
than the former; but that Agur's Pr yer y 
a {tate of mediocrity ; neither poverty fot 
riches, but food’ conventent for.a mian’s 
condition is the moft defirable ftate in this 
life; and that which avoids ehe difficulty of 
bothextrentes Fa R 
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I would willingly from thefe Confiderati- 
ons therefore learn to attain-fuch a temper 
and difpofition of Sonl as might be fafe and 
-— wfeful for me in relation to all thefe three Con- 
ditions of Life, which-foever of them the 
Divine Providence fhould fend unto me. 
1. In reference to a Mediocrity, or fuch 
a {tate of externals, as might be fuitable 
tothe exigence and nature of my conditi- 
on in this life: I fhould make fuch a ftate 
my choice, and not my trouble ; I fhould 
with all thankfulnefs acknowledge both 


- the goodnefs, and wifdom of Almighty — — 


God, in giving me fo competent, and fo 
fafe a condition; that hath by his Provi- 
dence delivered me from the difficulties, — 
and inconveniencies, and dangers, and 
temptations of both extremes, -namely , 
great want, and great wealth; and I fhall 
_ bear my lot, not only with great patience 

and quietnefs, but with great contentation 
~ and thankfulnefs. . 


-2. In reference to an effate of Want or. 


Indigence: If it fhould pleafe the Divine 
Providence to appoint that condition. to 
me, I fhould neverthelef§ ‘comfort and 
fupport my felf with fuch Confiderations 
asthefe: r. Though my condition be nar- 
row and neceffitous , yet it is that, which 
the great wife Lord of the great Family of  f 
| a Ae the 
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the World, hath appointed to me 5 I will 
therefore bear it with patience and refigna- 
tion. 2, Thoughit be an eftate of. indt- 
gence and nartownefs , yet it is fuch as af- 
fords me and my Family life and fubfi- . 


‘ - ftence, though not without much: pains and 


ificulty: itt might have been worfe, and 
it may pleafe God to make it better, when 
he fees fit; I will therefore bear it with | 
contentednefs , as well as patience. 
_ 3. Though my ftate be very narrow and 
_ pinching, yet it is poffibly much more ‘fafe, 
than an eftate of grandeur and affluence: 
my account is the lefs ; my temptations not. 

fo dangerous; my cares fewer; my leffons 
of dependence upon God, of humility and — 
lowlinefs of mind , of temperance and {o- 
briety , of contempt of the World, of va- 
Juation of Eternity and provifion for it, 
are better learned m this extreme than in 
the other: I fhall therefore endeavour to- 
improve the opportunities, even of this 
_ hard condition , and bear it not only with 
contentednefs, but thankfulnefs. | 
3. Inreference to ax eftate of Redundance 
and Affluence of externals, an ‘eftate of. 
wealth and plenty , of honour and gran- 
deur, of* power and authority and prehe- 
minence; — will confider, 1. That this is 
an effate full af temptations, and-temptas — 
2° toe = tions 
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tions of the greateft fize and the moft dan- 
gerous nature; as, pride and infolence , 


forgetfulnefs of God,luxury, intemperance, 


carnal confidence and fecurjty, contempt 
of othérs, and infinite more; and if any 
of thefe get the advantage , they will do 


me more mifchief, than all my. wealth will - 


do me good. 2. Therefore I will learn 
and exercife very great vigilanee and atten- 


tion, that I be nor cheated into thefe temp- - 


tations. 3. 1 will take a truceftimate of 
the World, and of all thefe goodly appea- 
rances that I am attended with from it3 
and I will not take my meafure awd eftimate 
of them by common opinion of the world, 
or by their {plendid out-fide, but I will 
Jook more ftrictly into them ; and find whe- 
ther they are not tocertain, - deceiving 
things; what ftability there is in them 5 


what good they will do me after death; — 
what quietne(fs or tranquillity of mind they - 


will give me, or rather take from me3 
whether they have in themfelves any reaf 
inflyence to make me better or wifer. 4. Up- 
on thefe Confiderations (if ) I find, as 
find [ fhall, that they have not that real 
worth in them-that the vain World imagins, 
I will not fet my Heart upon them, nor lay 
any confidence upon them, nor lay out 
much of my love unfo them, or any 
. 2x e ed ‘ ‘great 
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great efteem for them. 5. I will fet my 
Heart to a true and ferious confideration 
of thofe durable riches and glory and ho- 
nour that our dear Lord hath provided for 
us in the life to come; and that eternal 
weighs of glory will infinitely out-weigh 
allthe wealth , and hononr, and glory that 
Ido or can enjoy in this World. 6, And 
upon this confideration alfo I will rectifie 
my judgment concerning this World, and 
the greateft glory of its and thereby ha-. 
bituate my felf to a low .efteem of the | 
wealth Ihave, orcan have, and fet up my - 
_ hopes and treafure in more nobleanddu- 
rable enjoyments. 7. I will confider [am 
but a Steward when all is done, andthe 
greater my wealth or honour is, the greater 
’ my accompts muft be, and the more diffi- 
cule to keep them fair. 8. That in as 
much I am but a Steward, I will be very 
careful, that my management of my trutt 
may be fuch.as will bear my Lord’s {cru- 
tiny. I will not employ my ftock of 
wealth or honour tothe difhonour of my _ 
Lord, in riot or{excefs , in vanity or ope | 
preflion ; but will do as.much good with 
it as I can, according to the truft com- 
mitted to me, that I may give a juft and | 
fair and comfortable account of my Ste- .' 
wardthip when my Lord and Matter calls 
_ | 14 for ° 
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for it. 9. That in as much as thofe very 
 externals are in themfelves bleffings, if 
well employed, though not the bleffings 
of the greateft magnitude; I will with ali 
humility and charkfulnef acknowledg the 
_ Divine Bounty tome , in trufting me with: 
Abundance, and will employ it to his” 


‘ 
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| S% quicunque volet potens 
: yy Anle culmize librico s 
: Me dulcis faturet quies, 

Obfcuro pofttus loco , 

Lexi perfruar otio, 

Nullis nota Quiritibus 

fEtas per tacitum fiuate 

Sic cum tranferint met 

Nullo cum firepitn dies , 
-'  . Plebeiws moriar fenex. 

Illi mors gravis incubat , 

Qui notus nimis omnibus, 


' LEt him that will, afcend the tottering Seat 


Of Courtly Grandeur,and become as great. ° 


As are his mounting Wifhes; as forme , 


Let {weet Kepofe, and Reft my portion be 5__ 


Give me fome mean obfcure Recefs,a Sphere 
Out of the Road of Bufinefs, or the fear 
Of falling lower, where [{weetly may 
My felf, and dear Retirement {till enjoy. 
Let not my Life, or Name, be known unto 


The Grandees of the times, toft to and fro" 


By 


~ 
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By Cenfures, or Applaufe; but let my Age 
Slide gently by, not overthwart the Stage _ 
Of Publick Action; unheard, unfeen, 
And unconceri’d, as if Ene’re had been, 
And thuswhileI fhall pafs my filent days 

In fhady Privacy, free from the Notfe 

And bufles of the World, then that 

A good old {Ipnocent Plebeiandy. 
Death isa mere Surprize, a very Snare, 
To him that makes it his Jife’s greateft care 
To be a publick Pageant, knownto All, - 
~ But unacquainted with Himfelf, doth fall. 
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F or I have learned in whatfoever chat I an 
therewith to be content. | 


eae 
a a 


Here are Three excellent 1 Virtwes 

which efpecially refer to our con- 

dition in this life, and much con- 

duce to our fafe and "Cotnfortable: | 
pafiage through them. . 


1. Equality of ind or Equanininy, 
2. Patience. 
3. Contentednels. 


a, Equality 
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s. Equality of Mind or Equanimity,isthat . 
virture which refers both to profperity and 
adverfity, whereby in.all conditions of that - - 

‘kind we carry aneven andequal temper, ,; 
“neither over-much lifted up by profperity , 
_or over-much deprefled in adverfity. 

2. Patience properly. refers to ‘crofles , 
difappaintment, afflictions, and adverfity , | 
whereby. we carry a quiet and fubmiffive | 
mind, without murmuring, paffion, or dif- |, 
compofure of: {pirit’,, in all afflictions, whe- | 

, ther fickne(s, lofs of friends, povesty-, ree 
proach, difgrace, or thelike. © °° ~ *~* 

3. Contentation ; which differs from equa- 
lity of mind, becaufe that refpects as well 
profperity as adverfity, this only adverfity 5 
and in fome refpects differs alfo fram Pati- 

~ ence (though this always accompanies it’) 
' ¥. In the extent of the obje&, for patience 
' refpects. all kinds of affliction; contented- 
. nefs, in propriety of {peech, refpects. prin« 
cipally the. afficéion of want or poverty. 
2. Inthe act it felf, for patience, in proprie- 
_ ty of {peech, implyes only aquiet compo- 
fed toleration of the evils of adverfiry, but 
contentednefs. imports. fomewhat more, 

_ namely, not-only a quietnefs of mind, but 
a kind of cheerful, free fubmiflion to our 
prefent condition of ‘adverfity, a ready 
compliance with the Divine Providence, 
eo 3 ‘‘ sand, 
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and, in effe@, a choice of that ftate where- 
in the Divine Difpenfation placeth us, as 
wellasinbearingit, 

' Thefe, though they may in ftrictnefs give 
a diftinGtion between Patience and Contene 
tation, yet wemuft obferve that Conten- 
tation is never without Patience, though: 
it be fomething more: and that in the com--~- 
mon acceptation and latitude of the word, _ 
Contentation deth not only extend tothe 
condition or affliGion of poverty, but even 
to all other outward affli@ions reached 
to us by the infli@ing or permitting hand | 
of Divine Providence: and in this large 
acceptation I fhall here apply and ufe 
it. | 


_ Content therefore, in its large acee-* ° 
ptation , is not only a quiet and patient, 
but alfo a free and cheerful clofing with 
that eftate and condition of life, which © 
the Divine Difpenfation fhalt allott unto 
us, whether medn, or poor, or laborious , 
and painful, or obfcure, or neceflitous, or 
fickly , or unhealthy, or without friends, _ 
or with lofs or abfence of friends, or un- 
kindnefs of friends,orany other ftate that 
feems ungrateful to our natures or difpo- 
fition. For weneed not apply this virtue 
to a {tate of high profperity, in all things, 
wherein (though men are not ordinarily 
7 ie | con- 
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contented ) yet they have but {mall tempta- ' 
tions to difcontent from the eftate it {elf : 
_ wherein they fo are. ; * ett a 
This leffon‘of Contentation was learnt : 
by this Apoftte, which imports thefe things: 
~ 1. That it is a leffon that is poffible to be ; 
“earned; for the Apoftle had learned ies 
9. That it is q leffon, chat requires fome- : 


- thing of induftry and pains to acquire 1t, | 


for he Jearned it. before he attained it. | 


gy That ‘it is a leffon that deferves the - 


learning , for he {peaks of it asof a thing 
of moment and great ufe,; well worth: the : 
pains he took to attain it. “And the truth : 
is, itisof fogreat importance to_be learn- | 
ed, that withaut it we want the comfort of |: 
our lives, and withitall conditions of life | 
‘are not only tolerable but comfortable, |: 
And hence it is that this excellent Apoftle : 
doth very-often inculcate and prefs and : 
commend this leffon in many of his Epiftles. : 
1Tim. 6.6. Godlinefs with contentment 1s | 
great gain. Heb. ‘13.5. Let your converfa- | 
tion be without pines Bid and be content |: 
with fuch things asyo have 5, for be hath faid, | 
‘I mill not leave thee nor forfake thee. Again, |. 
1Tim.6. 8. And having food and raiment | 
let us be therewith content. ee | 

I fhall therefore fet down thofe Reafons |: 
that may perfwade and encoysage us to} 

60m 
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contentation with our condition, and Sike- 
wife to patience under it; for patience and _ 


contentation cannot be well fevered. And 
the Reafons-are of two forts; 1. Moral, 


2. divine and Evangelical. Neither tall 


i Decline the ufe of Moral Reafons, confi- 
dering how far by the help of thefe, manf 
Heathens (that had not the true know- 
ledg of God revealed in his Word and 
Son >) advanced in the prattice of thefe 


virtues. The Aral Reafons therefore are : 


thefe : 
1. Very many of the ied evils we 
fuffer are of our own choice and procurement , 


the fruits of our own follies andinadver- 


tence and averfenefs to good counfel: And 
why fhould we be difcontented,or i impatient 
under thofe evils which we our felves have 
chofen, or repine becaufe thefe a bear 
their natural fruit ? | 
2. The greateft part of evils we faffer | 
are of that nature and kind, that are ‘ot 

in our power either to prevent or help: 
Some come fromthe very condition of our. 
nature, as ficknefles, death of friends 5. and 
of abfolute neceflity , the more relations 
any man hath, the more evils of this kind 
we may fuffer: And can we reafonably . 
expect that the very natures of things 
— be changed to pleafe our humour ? 
Again, 


~ 


~~. 
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Again, fome come from the hands of men 


that it may be are powerful, more fubtill | 


and malicious: Why fhould we difcontent 


our felves or be impatient becaufe others | 
are too ftrong for us? Others again come | 


by occurrences natural ( though difpofed 
by the hand of the Divine Providence’) as 


- Jofles by ftorms and tempefts, by unfeafo- | 


-nable weather, by intemperatenefs of the - 
air ormeteors. ‘Canwe reafonably expect - 


that the great God of Heaven and Earth - 


fhould alter his fetled Laws of Nature for 


the convenience of every fuch little Worm - 


_ asyouorl am? It may be that ftorm or in- | 
temperate feafon that may do you or me ; 
fome prejudice , may do others as many | 


and as. good, or it may be moreand bet- | 


ter, a benefit: that wind that ftrikes my |. 
Ship againft the Rock, ‘may fetch off two | 
or more from the Sands,. Let us becontent : 
therefore to fuffer Almighty God to govern © 


the World according to his wifdom and ; 


_ hot our will, though it may be a particular | 


detriment to you or to mes or if were- |} 


pine againft it, we muft not think thereby |: 


to obtain ovr own wills. | 


3. The texture and frame of the World is . 
fuch, that it is abfolately neceffary that, | 


if fome berich and powerful, or great, of | 
honorable, others muft be poor,and fubje&, | 


rH F 
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and ignoble : Ifall were equally powerfull» 
there would be no power nor government , 
becaufe all would be equal; if all were 
equally rich , it would be but only nomi- 
nally , indeednone would berich, but all. 
would be poor, there could be no Artifi- 
cers, no Labourers, no Servants. Since: 
' therefore it is of neceffity, in the order of 
the World, that fome muft be poor, or 
lefS rich or. powerful than others, why 
fhould I be fo unreafonable , or unjuft, to 
_defire that lot of poverty or lownefs of con- —_ 
dition fhould be another’s and not mine ? | 
Or, why fhould not I be contented to be” 
of the lower fort of men, fince the order 
of the World requires that fuch fome muft 
be? — - | 
- 4. Let any man obferve it whiles he will, 
he fhall find that whatfoever‘of worldly . 
advantages any man doth moft plentifully 
enjoy, and moft men moft greedily defire , 
of neceffity he muft thereby have more 
crofjes and — A man defiresmany 
Children, Friends, Relations; the more _ 
he hath of thefe, the more mortal dying 


comforts he hath; the more he hath that — 


mu(t be fick, and fuffer afflidtion, anddie: |. 
and every one of thefe afflictions or lofies 
ina man’s Relations, are fo many renewed 
afflictions, and crofles, and troubles to = 


wy re 3 
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felf. A man defireswealth, and hath it5 
the more cares and fears he hath; and the 


more hehath the more he hath to loofe, —- 


and of neceflity he muft have more loffes 
the more he hath: as he that hath a thou- 
{and Sheep muft in probability lofe more 
ina year than he that hath but forty: And 
befides , Wealth is the common mark that 
every man fhoots.at, and every man will 


be pulling fomewhat from him that hath 


much, becaufe every man thinks he hath 
enough, for others as well as himfelf. A 
_ man defires honour, power, grandeur, and 
he hath it: but every man envies him, 
and isreadyto unhorfe him, and a {mall 
neglect , reproach or misfortune fits clofer 
tofuch aman, than to a meaner man; and 


the more of honour or power he hath, the 


more of fuch breaches he fhall be fure to 
meet with, Aman defires long life, and 
accordingly enjoyes it: but in the tract of 
Jong life aman is fure to meet with more 


ficknefs, morécrofles, more lofs of friends. | 


_ and relations, and over-lives the greateft 


part of his external comforts, and in Old 


age becomes his own burthen. | 
5. If a man defire much wealth or 


power, and enjoyesit, yet it is certain, fo | 


much the more thereof he hath, fo much 


| ‘the le’ 0. hers have; for he hath that which | 


might 
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tight otherwife be divided among many. 
Why therefore fhould ‘a man defire it, or 
difcontent himfelf, if he had‘it not, fince 
what he thus enjoys is with another’s de- 
triment and lofs, who would have a {hare © 
in it, if he had it not alone? And wh 
fhould I covet that ; ot be difcontented if [ ~ 
have it not, fince tf [ have it, I fhall procure 
the like difcontent in others. Se 

6. Itis certain in the courfe of the World ; 
there are and muft be a greater number of 
crofies and ttoubles , and of greater mo- 
ment than there are of External Comforts $ 
nay there is fearce any comfort that any 
man hath, but like JoxahsGourd , it hath 
a Worm ‘growing at the rootof it, which — 
doth not only. wither the comfort it felf; 
but moft times creates greater trouble. and 
forrow than the comfort it felf hath good 
if entitely enjoyed. A man hath’ many 
‘Children, it may be they-are all vety good, 
and hopeful, yet they ate mortal, and 
if they dye, the death. of fuch a Child is 
fo much the mote grievous; by how much - 
the more good and towardly he was. . But 
if any of them prove vicious, foolifh or 
naught, by how much a Child is nearer 
than a {tranger, by fo much the move his 
Vices give trouble, furrow, dnd care to his 
Parent : So that fit all worldly thines, the 

3 Rock 
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{tock of troubles is greater three to one, 


than that of comforts; fo true 1s that of 

Job, Aman is bornz totroubles asthe fparks . 

: iy xpwards. Why therefore fhould a man - 
10 


k into difcontent, becaufe the World 
doth but /olitum obtinere, and follows its 
own natural complexion and ftate. ; 

7. We ate generally greatly miftaken in 
the nature of good and evil, and have not the 


true meafuresofit. Thatistruly relatively. 


Good which makes a man the better,, and 
that truly Evil in its relative nature, which 
makes amanthe worfe. If profperity and 
fuccefs make. me thankful , watchful, cha- 
_ mitable, beneficent, then is profperity good 

tome, for it makes me better; but if it 


ZS 
one 


make me proud, haughty, infolent, domi-- | 


neering, vain-glorious, itisevil to me. If 
adverfity make me clamorous, murmuring, 
envious , {pightful, injurious, then 
‘tisevilto me; but if it makes me humble , 
fober, patient, then’tis good tome. And 
Jet any man impartially take the meafure 


of the very fame man or divers men in each | 


‘condition, he fhall find ten to one receive 
_ more mifchief by profperity than by adver- 
-fity. “Why fhouldI then not content my 
felf with that condition which is more fafe 
tome, and makes me the better man, though 
not the richer or greater. - oe 
ae a 8. Which 


Se 
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8. Which is but a farther explication 
of what is (aid next before. It is. certain 
that a good man is like the Elixir , it turns 
Iron into Gold, and makes the moft 
fowr condition of life not only tolerable, - 
but ufeful and conveniet. If I be fuch, 
I mould and frame my worft condition in- 
to acondition of comfort and contentment — 
by my patience and contentation. Why 
fhould I then be difcontented with my con- 
dition, fince by the grace of God I am able 
to make it what I pleafe? If I can content 
my felf with the good temper and difpofiti- 
on of my own Heart and Soul, I have no 
reafon to be difcontented with my conditi- 
on, forif I find it not good Ican make it 
fuch by the equality, patience, and tem- 
per of my own mind: And that the mind 
is the principal matter in contentation or 
difcontent, we need no other inftance than 
that of Abab and Haman; the one a great 
King, the other a great Favourite of a 
mighty Monarch, full of wealth and ho- 
nour, yet a covetous mind in one and a 
proud mind in the other , madethe formér 
fick for a little {pot of = , and the lat- 
ter grow tofohigh a degree of difcontent 
for want of the knee of a poor Few, that it 
withered all hisenjoyments, 1 Kizg. 21.5¢ 
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9. Difcontent and Impatience galls athou- 
fand times wore than the crofs or afflaion 
doth. Weowemore of the evil of crofles, 
troubles, and afflictions, to the unquiet , 
reftlefs, impatient, diftemper of our mind, 
- thantothem. Weare like men ina Feaver, 
that infinitely increafe their heat by their 
tofling and tumbling more than if they lay 
ftill , and then they complain of the.un- 
_ eafinefS of their Bed: Like the Prophet's 
wild Bull in a Net we intangle and tyre 
our felves worfe with our ftrugling than 


if we were more patient and {tills or like 


the fhip, it is not broken by the Rock, 


\ 


YS eee 


but by its own violent motion againft it.. 


Why then fhould I difcontent or difquiet 


my felf withmy condition, when I make 
itand my felf thereby worfe and more un- 
eafie ? 


to. Asmy difcontentednefs and unquiet-. 


ne{s renders my conditien the more uneafie, 
{0 it nowy conduceth to’ my refcue from it + 
For fince I cannot be fo bruitith as to think 
that the occurrences. which befall men 
are without a Divine’ Conduét, fo it fs 
certain that all. his difpenfations are wife 
_ and directed toa wife end; and even afflt- 
Ciions themfelvés have their errand and 
bufinefs, to make men more humble, watch- 
fuland confideraty. If I corre my, Child 

- : a for 
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for his fault, and he continue ‘till more 
ftubborn , I fhall correct him longer till he 
return to his fubmiffivenefsand duty. Why 
then fhould 1 difcontent my felf , and be. 
impatient under my affliction, when it is © 
not only vain and fruitlefs thereby.to expect 
deliverance, but in all probability the like- 
lieft way to keep me ftill under it. | 
rz, Asthus my condition is not amend- 
ed, but made the worfe , more fevere, 
and lafting by my impatience and difcon- 
tent , fo Patience and Contentation will give 
_me thefe great advantages: 1. In all pro- 
bability it will fhorten my affliction, be- 
caufe it hath obtained its effe@ and end., 
and the meflage it brings -is duly an- 
fwered. 2. But howfoever it will make 
it infinitely more eafie, the lefs I {truggle 
under it. 3. And, which is the beft 
of all, it gives me the poffeffion of my own ' 
Soul, internal peace and tranquillity of 
mind, a kind and comfortable ferenity of © 
fpirit. Iremain Matter of my paffions, of 
my intelleétuals, of my felf, and am not 
tranfported into another thing, than 
‘what becomes a reafonable man: though 
there be {torms and tempefts and rolling feas _ 
without me, yet all is calm and quiet . 
within. Contentation and patience ren- 
ders my outward condition of little con- — 
| K4 / cernment 
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cernment tome, fo long asit gives me the 
opportunity to ‘pote and enjoy my felf, 
ny vittue and goodnefs, and the atteftation 
_cfa good Confcience. . 

12. Though I want fomewhat that O- 
thershave, yet ‘tistento one that I have 
fomewhat shat many as good if not better, 
want. It may be I want wealth , yet I 
have health 5 1t may beI want health; yet 
Ihave Children, that others want. I will 
learn contentment by confidering others 
wants and -my enjoyments, and not learn 
 difcontent from others eajoyments and my 
own wants. 

Thefe be the Moral Confiderations , and 
truly they be of great weight , moment, 
and ufe, and, as I faid , carried the Hea- 
_ then a great way in the Virtues of Conten- 

tatton and Patience: But yet they often- 
- times failed, and were too weak to compofe 
the mind idee a ftorm of crofies, lofles , 
and affhQions; and therefore- Almighty. 
~ God hath furnthed us with a more excellent 
way, whichlets me into the Second Confi- 
deration, namely, the Divine and Evange- 
lical Helps to Patience and Contentation: 


_ Their number will not be fo many as the. 
tormer, but their weight and ¢flicacy great- 


3 and they are fuch as thefe: 
The wortt L here eee is les thar 
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1 deferve, and the leaft that I enjoy is » 
more thanIcanin juftice expe@ 5 it 13 but 

gift and bounty: I have therefore reafon 
to be content and thankful for the leaft mer- 
cy, and to be patient and quiet under my 
greateft evil. . BS 

2. There isno afflition, crofs, or con- | 
dition of life , but is reached out tous from ' 
the Hand or. Permi{[ion of the moft glorious So- 
veraign of allthe World, to whom we:owe 
an infinite fubjeCtion, becaufe we have our 
being from him; And therefore it 1s but juft 
and reafonable for us to content our felves 
with what he is pleafed thusto infli@ : and 

-the greateft crofs or affliction of this life , is 
not anfwerable to his bounty and goodnefs 
in giving us being. 

3. He is not only the abfolute Soveraign 
of us, and allthe World, but he is the oft 


fust and Wife Governour of it, :and ‘all | 


men, and all the difpenfations of his go- 
venment are directed to moft juft, wie, 
and excellent ends: And therefore we have 
all imaginable reafon, not only patiently 
to fubmit, but cheerfully and contentedly 
to bear any condition that he difpenfeth, 
and with an implicit faith, to refign our — 
wills to his, as being affured, it is infi- 
nitely more wife and juit than ours. _ Some- 
times they are the atts of his Juftice to 

sy : punifh 
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punith us for fome paft offence; but always 
the acts of his wifdom , either to try us, 
to reclaim us, to prevent us from worfe 
evils; or toamend us, to make us more 
humble , watchful , dutiful , circumf{pe& 5 
to draw us off from too much refting on 


the World; to make usbethink our felves . 


of our duty , and returning to him by re- 
pentance, faithandobedience,. __ 

4. He is not only a Wife and Juft Go- 
vernour , but a most Merciful and tender 
Father , and one that out of very faithful- 
nefs, love, and goodnefs corrects us, asa 
Father doth his Son he entirely Joveth : 
and upon this account we may reft affured , 
y. That he never afilicts, or fends,- or per- 
mits any crofs to fall upon us, but it is for 
our everlafting , and many times for our 
temporal good: 2. That no crofs or af- 


fli@ion fhall lie longer or heavier upon us | 


than is conducible to our good: 3. That 
he doth, and will always, fend’ along his 
Staff with his Rod, his Grace with his 
‘Aidion, to tutor and inftruct us, to fup- 
port and comfort us; and if we find not 
this fupport in our greatelt affliction , it 1s 


not becaufe it is wanting tous, but becaufe . 


We are wanting toit, tolay hold upon it, 
and improve it. | | 
5. For our farther affurance of his love 
‘ 24 ; to 
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to us and care of us, we have the.word 
of the great Monarch of the World, the 
Mighty, Faithful, and All-fufficient God. 
Iwill not leave thee wor forfake thee. Heb. 
13.5. | | 
6. He hath given us the greateft pledge 
of his love and goodnefs, that the moft 
doubting or craving Heart in the World © 
could ever defire 5, his Son to be our Sacri- 
fice: And how fhall he not with Him give 
us all things needful, ufeful and beneficial > 
‘Rom. 8,32. os _ 

This Son of his he made the Captain of 
our Salvation, and yet he made him a man 
of forrows, and acquainted with grief, 
Ifa. 53.3. and made perfe@ by fufferings, 
Heb. 2.9,10. And this Son of God did 
bear; not only with patience, but with 
refigaation, and. contentation of mind: 
Mat. 26.39. Notas Iwill, but asthou wilt : 
Luke 12.50. Ihave a bapti{u to be baptized 
withal , and how aus I ftrattned till it be ac- 
complifhed ? and whenall wasdone, Fefus , 
_ that was made a little lower than the An- 
gels, fur the fuffering of death, was crowned 
with glory and honours That he by the 
grace of God fhowld taSt death for every mai. 
For it became bint, for whow are all things 
and by whom are all things, in bringing many 
fous to glory, to make the captain of their fal- 
‘ = SE y~ witior 
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| wation perfe through fufferings. Heb. 2.9. 


and this was done (befides that expiatory 
Sacrifice thereby made for us) for thefe 
admirable Ends : 1. That we might fee be- 
fore us, theordinary method of the Divine | 
_ Difpenfation , his own Eternal Son’, that 
Knew no fin, yet was madea man of for- . 
‘rows: and then why fhould we, poor fin-— 
ful men, expect to be exempted and privi- 
ledged more than the Eternal Son, in 
whom God from Heaven proclaimed him- —* 
felf well pleafed? 2. Thatwe might have | 
an Example before us: He, thatismade 
the Captain of our Salvation, was like- 
wife to be the common pattern and image, 
whereunto all his difciples and followers 
are to be conformed , both paffively and 
actively :.he was exhibited as the Firft-born © 
among many Brethren; the common image - 
according to which, all his Difciples and 
followers fhould be conformed, Rom, 8. 29¢ 
_ Ashe was made perfect by fufferings , fo 
muft we 5 and as he through a vail of Suf- 
ferings paffed into Glory, fo muft we; that. 
if we fuffer with him, we'may be glorified | 

_withhim: He was exhibited, as the com- — 


-- mon ftandard and pattern of a Chriltian’s 


condition, in the loweft eftate that can be- 
~ fall him in this. life: and furely we have 
reafon to be contented to be conformed , 

| _ | --. and. 
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and fubject to the condition of the Captain | 


of our Salvation, 3. That ashe was thus 
exhibited as a paflive.example of our con- 
formity ; fo he became an active example 
for our imitation ; fullof quietnefs, com- 
pofednefs, fubmiffion, patience , and con- 
tentation, to give usan Example, 1 Pet. 
2.21. and to imprint upon us the fame 
temper and frame of mind, Phil. 2. 6. that 


whiles we behold his example, we may, © 


by a fecret fympathy , be transformed , as 


it were, into the fame mould and image, — 


4. That we might have this great pledg 


and affurance, that he who once lived in 


this world, .and had experience of the 
difficulties and troubles of it, and is now 
tranflated tothe right hand of the glorious 
Majefty of God, and hath the profpect of 
all our wants, and needs, and forrows, 
and troubles and fufferings, and of the 
degrees of ftrength we ‘have to bear it, 
and hath the plenitude of power to fupport, 
to {trengthen and deliver us5 I fay, that 
we may be affured, that he 1s a merciful 
and fatthful High Prieft, fenGble, and 


compaflionate ofour conditions Heb.2.18. — 


~N 


for in that he himfelf fuflered, being 


tempted, he is able to fuccour them that 
are tempted. ' 


Thus it hath pleafed the goodnefs of | 
ie Almighty. 
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Almighty God, (who knows our frante 
and confiders that we are but duft) to ufé 
as much indulgence and compliance, as 
is poflible for a moft tender Father to his 
weak and froward Children: That fince 
he knows, affitction and crofles are as 

neceffary for us asthe very beft of all our 
 bleflings, yet he gives us all the helps 


and fupplies that are imaginable, withthe 


greateft {uttablnefs to our nature, to make 
them eafie, fupportable, and profitable; and 
to bear us up to bearthem, with the greateft 
patience and contentation. We cannot be 
without them, for then we are very apt 
_ to grow proud and fecure, felf-conceited , 
infolent, to fet our reft, and be building of 
Tabernacles here, to dread and fear death 
beyond all meafure and order , and to be 
utterly unprovided forit, to be defirous to 
take our portion 1n this life, and to make 
our Heaven on this fide death ; asthe two 


Tribes defited their lot onthis fide Fordan, * - 


becaufe they found it convenient,(Nam.3 2.) 
And though we cannot well be without 
them, yet we ftand in need of daily helps 
to bear them patiently , contentedly, and 
profitably ; and we are accordingly, by the 


_ Divine Goodnefs, furnifhed with helps fuita- 


ble to our condition and frame. 
Asall the afflictions, crofles, aud troubles 
| | of 
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of this life, are managed by the wife Pro- 
vidence and Government of the moft wife 
and merciful God, and have their voice, 
errand , and meffage from him to as, ( Hear 
the Rod and him that hath appointed it : \ So, 
he hath given us the ineftimable Jewel of 
his Word , toexpound and unriddle what 
he means by them, and to inftruct us how 
to carry. our felves under them; how to 
improve them all for our fpiritual and 
everlafting good ; how with patterice and 
cheerfulnefs to undergo them; how to be 
drawn the nearer to God by ‘them. And 
to this end he hath given us moft Divine 
and wife counfels touching them; great 
affurance of his love, goodnels , and the 
light of his countenance , to carry and con- 
duét us with comfort and dependance upon: 
him inthem; and hath given us admirable 
Examples , which are as fo many Com- 
mentaries and Expofitions upon them , 
and to fhew us what he means and intends 
in them and by them: As the examples 
of the Jewifs Church and People 5 the. 
examples of his beft Saints and Servants, 
and their fufferings, and the reafons of 
them , and their deportment under them, 
and wherein they failed, and wherein they 
benefitted by them 5 as Abrab mt, ‘Job, Mo- 


fes, David , HezengADs Fofiah, andall the 
ero 
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Apoftles and Primitive Chriftians: inwhom . 
we may with great clearnefs and fatisfacti- 
on obferve how much advantage they got 
by their afflictions; what loffes they were 
at by their peevifhnefs, frowardnefs and 
difcontent with their afflicted’ conditions; | 
what comfort , fatisfaction , and benefit, — 
they attained by their patience, quietnefs , 
equality of mind, voluntary’ fubmiffion - 
to the Divine Providence, and contentati- — 
on with their eftates, though never fo trou- _ 
blefome and and uneafie. . 
But above all, the bountiful God hath 
brought Life and Immortality to light - 
through the Gofpel: Hehath given us the | 
cleareft conviction imaginable that this | 
' world, and our life init, is not our prin- 
cipal End and Scope, but the place of our | 
Pilgrimage, at beftourInn, notourhome; | 
our place of trial and preparation for a 
better ftate: He hath fhewed us that it is — 
but our paffage, and fuch a paffage_as muft — 
and fhall be accompanied with afflictions , 
-and, itmay be, with perfecution by evil 
men, evil Angels, evil occurrences: That 
it 1s the place of our warfare 5 atroublefome 
and tumultuous ftormy Sea, through which 
‘we mult pafs before we come to our Ha- 
ven: that our Countrey, our home, our 
place of our reft and happinefs, lieson the 
a “a other 
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other fidé of death, where there fhall beno 
forfow, nox trouble, nor fears, nor dangers, 
nor afflictions, nor tears, but a place of 
eternal and unchangeable comfort, fulnefs 
of moft pure and uninterrupted pleafures, 
and that for evermore.: that through many | 
tribulations and afflictions we mult enter 
into that Kingdom, as his ancient People 
entred into their Canaan througha red Sea, 
a tirefom and barren Wilderriefs, fiery Ser- 
pents, wants, enemies, and unintermitted 
dangets and difficulties: that our light af- 
fictions, which are here but for amoment, 
work for us a far more exceeding and eter- ~ 
al weight of glory. Our affliQions and 
inconveriiencés inthis world, 1. Are light 
in comparifon of that exceeding, far more 
exceeding weight of glory: 2. As they - 
dre but light, fo being compared with that 
eternal weight of glory, they are but fora 
moment: The longeft life we here live is 
riot ordinarily above threefcore and ten 
years, and though the more troublefom and 
uneafie-that life is, the longer itfeems, yet 
compared with the infinite aby{s of Eterni-_ 
ty, itis but amoment; yea lefs than a mo- 
meant, if lefs cambe, yet fuch is the longeft 
{tay in this life if compared with Eterni- 
~ And the ereenersaee ale prefentéd | 
oe Eo this 
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this greateft, and moft important truth to 
us, with the greateft evidence and affurance 
that the moft defponding and fufpicious 
Soul can defire, 1. He hath given hisown 
Word of Truth to affureusof it. 2. He 
hath given his own Son, to feal it unto us, 
by the molt powerful and convincing evi- 
dence imaginable; by his miffion from 
Heaven on purpofe totell usits; by his Mi- 
racles 3 by atteftationsfrom Heaven, by the 
Jaying down his own Lifein witnefs of its 
by his Refurrection and Afcention; by the 
miraculous Miflion of his Holy Spirit vifibly 
and audibly. Again, 3. He hath con- 
- firmed it to us, by theIo@rine and Mira- | 
cles of his, Apoftles; by their Death and 
Martyrdom; as a Witnefs of the Truth 
they taught; by the numerous Converts , 
and Primitive Chriftians, and godly Mar- 
_ tyrs, who all lived and dyed in this Faith, 
and for it; who made it their choice ra. 
ther to fuffer afflictions with the people of 
God, thanto enjoy the pleafures of fin for 
a {eafon, declaring plainly that they fought 
a better City and Countrey, that is, a Hea- 
venly, Heb. 11.15, 25. and this Countrey, 
and this City they had in their Eye, even 
whiles they livedin this troublefom world: 
And this profpect, this hope, and expeCati- 
on, rendred this lower worldof no great 
| Oe : value 
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valueto them, the pleafures thereof they. 
efteemed but low and little , and the trou- 
bles and uneafiriefs thereof they did under- 
go patiently, cheerfully, and contentedly 5 
for they looked beyond them, and plaeed 
their hopes; their treafure, their comfort 
above them: And even whiles they were 
in this life, yet they did, by their faith 
and hope, anticipate their own happinefs, 
and enjoyed by faith, even before they a@u- 
_ally poffeffed it; by fruition; for Faith is 
the fubftance of things hoped for, Heb. 11. 
and makes thofe things prefent by the firm- 
nefs of 4 found perfwafion , which are in 
themfelves future andto come. _ -_ 

And this is that, which will have the 
fame effe& with us, if we live and believe 
as they did; and be but firmly, and foundly 
perfwaded of the truth of the Gofpel, thus 
admirably confirmed unto us. This is the 
viory that overcometh the world, even our — 
faith, Heb. 10.38. The juft fhall live by - 
faith, 2Cor.5.7. Weliveby faith, and 
not by fight ; dnd excellent ‘is that paflage 
.to this purpofe, 2 Cof. 4. #6,17,18. For 
which caufe wefaint not, but though oar out: 
ward wan perifh, yet our inward man is req 
newed day byday. For our light afflidion ; 
which is but for 4 morsent, worketh for ws d 
far orore ixteeding and eternal weight of glirj, 
- | La whHe | 


148 OF Contentation. 


while we look not at the things which are feen, , 
but at the things which are not feen: forthe 
things which are feen, are temporal, but the — 
things which are not feen, are eternal. - 
_ And thereforeif we do but ferioufly be- 
lieve the truth of the Gofpel, the trath of _ 
the life to come, the beft external things of: 
this world will feem but of {mall moment 
to take up the choiceft of our .defires or 
hopes, and the worft things this world can. 
‘inflict will appear too light to provoke us 
to impatience or difcontent. Hethat. hath — 
but Heaven and everlafting glory in prof- 
pect and a firm expectation, will have a. 
mind full of Contentation in the midft of 
the loweft and darkeft condition here on. - 
Barth. ‘Impatience and difcontent never 
can {tay long with us, if we awake our 
minds, and fummon up our faith and hope 
-. 4nthat life and happinefs to come. Sudden 
paflions of impatience and difcontent, may 
like clouds arife and trouble us for a while, 
but this faith, and this hope rooted io the 
_ Heart, if ftirred up, will, like che Sun, {cat- 
tcr and di{pell them, and caufe the light of 
patience, Contentation, and comfort to 
fhine through them. 

And..as we have this hope of immorta 


. lity and bleffednef fet before us, fo the 


means and way to attain it is caffe and open 
i :  &a - 
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to all; no perfon is: excluded fromit, that 
wilfully se not himfelf. Ifa. 51. fe 

Ho every one that thirfteth comeye to the wa- 
ters, and ke that hath no money come ye, buy 
and eat without money and without price. 
Rev. 22.17. Whofoever will, let ‘hin take of 
the waters of life freely. Matth. 11. 28. 
Come unto me all ye that labour aud are heavy 
laden, and Iwill give you veft. The way to 
‘everlafting happinefs, and confequently to 
Contentation here, is laid open to all. It 
was the great reafon why God made man- 
kind, to communicate everlafting- happinefs 
to them; and when they wilfully threw 
_ away that happinefs, it was theend why he 

fent his Son into the world, to reftore man- 
Kind unto it. And as the wayisopento — 
all, {0 it is eafietoall; his yoak iseafie and 
hisburthen light. The terms of attaining 
happinefs , if fincerely endeavoured, are’ 
eafie to be performed, by virtue of that 
grace, that God Almighty affords to all 
men, that donot wilfully reject it: namely, 
to believe the truth of the Gofpel, fo admi- 
rably confirmed, and fincerely to endea- _ 

vour to obey the precepts thereof, which 
are both juft and reafonable, highly con- 
ducing to our Contentation in this life, and 
confummating our happinefs in the li‘e to 
come; And for our encouragement in this 
| | L, 3 ' obe- 


4 
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_ obedience, weare fure to have, if we des. . 


fire it, the {pecial grace of the Blefled Spi- 


rit to affi(t us, and ‘a merciful F ather to ac- 


cept of our fincerity, and a gracious Savi- 
our to pardon our failings and deficiencies. 
Sothat the way to attain Contentation in 
this life, and happinefs in the life tocome, 
as it is plain and certain, foit is open and 
free, none is excluded from it, but it is free 
and open toall, that are but willing to ufe 
this means to attainit. | | 


And I fhall wind up all this long. Dif - 


courle touching Contentation with this 

lain and ordinary Inftance. Ihave before 
faid that our home, our Countrey is Heaven 
and Everlafting Happinefs, where there 
are no forrows, nor fears, nor troubles; that 
this world isthe place of our Travel, and 


Pilgrimage, andat the beft our Inn: Now 
when] amin my jouraey, [meet with feve- 


ral inconveniencies 5 it may be the way is 


__ badand foul, the weather tempeftuous or 


ftormy 5 it may beI meet with fome rough 


compantons, that either turn me out of my 


way, or all dafh and dirt mein it, yet I con- 
tent my felf, for all will be mended when 
Icomé home: but if I chance to lodge at 
my Inn, there ic may be I meet with bad 


entertainment, the Innis full of guefts, and. 
_ Tamthruftinto.an inconvenient lodging, or 


& +. 


ill 
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ill diet, yet I content my felf, and confider 
it is no better than what I have reafon to ex- 
pect, it is but according to the common 
condition of things in that place; neither 
am I folicitous to furnifh my lodging with 
better accommodations, for I muft not ex- 
pet to make long ftay there, itis but my 
Inn, my place of repofe fora night, and not 
my home; and therefore I content my felf 
with ic as I find its; all will be amended 
whenIcomehome. Inthe fame manner it 
iswiththis world ; perchance I meet with 
an ill and uncomfortable paflage through - 
it, Ihave a fickly Body, a narrow Eftate, 
meet with affronts and difgraces, lofemy 
friends, Companions and Relations, my beft 
entertainment in it is but troublefom and 
uneafie: But yet I do content my felf; I 
confider it is but my Pilgrimage, my paflage, 
my Inn; it is not my Countrey, nor the 
place of my reft: this kind of ufage or 
condition is but according to the Law and 
Cuftom of the place,. it will be amended 
when I come home, for in my Father's houfe 
_ there are Manfions; many Manfions inftead 
of my Inn, and my Saviour himfelf hath 
not difdained to be my Harbinger 5 he is 
gone thither before me,and gone to prepare 
a place for me, £ will therefore quict and _ 
content my felf, with the inconventencies _ 

| L 4 mew 
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of my fhort journey , for my accommoda- 
tions will be admirable whenI come to my 
home, that heavenly Jerufalem, which is the 
place of my reft and happinefs. 

But yet we malt withall cememibers : 
that though Heaven is our home, the 
place of our re{t and happinefS, yet this 
World isa p!ace for our duty and employ- 
ment, and we mutt uleall honeftand law- 
ful meats to preferve our. lives and our 
comforts by our honeft care and diligence. 
As it is our duty to wait the time till our 
Lord and Mafler calls, fo. itis part of our 
_ task in this world given us by the great 

Mafter of the Family of Heaven and Earth, 


to be employed for the temporal good of 


our felves and others. I¢ is indeed our. 
principal bufinefs to fit our. felves for our 
everlatting home, and to think of it, but 
it is a part “of our duty and an act of obe- 
cience, whiles we are here, toemploy our 
felves with honefty and ‘diligence in our 
temporal employments: Though we are 
not to fet our hearts upon the conventen- 
cies of this life, yet we are not to reject 
them, og se ufc them thankfully nd fo- 
verly , For t! ney are bleflings that deferve— 
our - titude, though they ought not 
entire 'y to tuke up our hearts. “Again. 
Eliot oh cruligs and. af fictions mutt be the 
3 pA ee exercile 
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exercife of our patience , we muff not wil- 
fully choofe them, nor run into them. 
Let God be fill the Mafter of his.own 
Difpenfation, for he is wife, and knows 
what is fit for us, when. we know not 
what jis fo fit for our felves. When he 
fends them, or permits them, our duty 
is patience and contentation, but come 
monly our own choice js headftrong and 
foolith. 8 

Jt was the errour of many new Con- 
verts to Chriftianity, that they: thought, - 
that when Heaven and heavenly-minded- 
nefs was prefled, that prefently they muft _ 
ca{t of all care of the World, defert their 
callings, and bufily and unneceffarily thruft 
themfelyes into dangers, that fa they. 
might be quit of all worldly cares and bn- 
finefs, and of life it felf. --This the Apo-— 
{tiles frequently reprove, and fhew theer-. 
rour of it, and that juftly: Forthe truth 
of it is, our continuance in this life, and 
in our. hone{t employments and callings, 
our thankful ufe of external bleffings ‘here, 
and our honeft endeavours for them; the 
endeavour to do good in aur places; {fo 


ab 


Jong as we continue in them; our pradent: > 


prevention of external evils, are part of — 


_ that obedience we owe to our Maker, and 
part of that exercife or task that is given. 
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us by him to perform in this life, and our 
cheerful, faithful, diligent converfation 
herein, is fo far from being incompatible to 
Chriftianity, that it 1s a part of our Chri- 
{tian duty, and of that fervice we owe to 
our Maker; and it is indeed the exercife 
of our patience, and the evidence of a 
- ' éontented mind. For whofoever prefently — 
id he fo weary of the World, that pre- 
 fently, with froward Jonah, he wifheth 
to dye, or throws off all, it is a fign of 
want of that Contentation that is here 
commended: becaufe true Contentation 
confifts in a cheerful and ready ‘compliance 
with the will of God, and not in a froward 
preference of our own will or choice. It 

was part of our Saviour's Excellent prayer 
for his Difciples, fob.17.15. I pray not that — 
_ thou fhouldest take them ont of the world, but 

that thou fhouldeft keep thems from theevil. 
The bufinefs therefore of thefe Papers 
- 4s to let you fee, what are the Helps to 
attain Patience and Contentation in this 
World , that our paffage through it may 
be fafe and comfortable, and agreable to 
the will of God, and to remedy that im- 
_ patience and difcontent which is ordinarily 
found among men: To teach men how 
to amend their lives, inftead of being 
weary of them; and to make. the worlt 
- s a, | con- 


r 
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conditions in the World eafie and comfor- 
table, by making the mind quiet, patient 
and thankful. For ‘tis the difcontented | 
and impatient mind that truly makes the 


World much more uneafie than it is in it 
IE. - 
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THE ENOWLEDGE 
OF | 


CHRIST - CRUCIFIED, 


a 1COR: U. ae egy fer 


For I pe not to know any thing 
among you, fave hfs ill and 
bim crucified. | 


S the Under ftanding is the higheft . 
A faculty of the reafonable crea- | 
ture, becaufe upon it depends : 

the regularity of the motions or: 

attings of the will and affeCtions; fo Kzow- 
ledge is the propereft and nobleft act or habit: 
of that faculty, and without which it ig 
without its proper end and employme ae 
and the whole man without a due guidahce 

ind direction. Hof. 4. 6. Aly people perifh 
‘or want of ant of Knowledge. toa, 

nd - 
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And as knowledgeis the proper bufinefs’ 
of that great faculty, fothe Value of that: 
Knowledge, or employment of the under-: 
{tanding , is diverfifed according to the: 
fubje& about which it is. exercifed: For: 
though all knowledge, of the moft dif- 
fering fubjects, agree in this one conimtén' 
excellence, viz. the right reprefentation o 
the thing as itis, unto the underftand-: 
ing; orthe conformity of the Image crea-. 
tedinthe underftanding, unto the thing: 








’  objeétively united to it, which is truth in: 


es 


- precife time of this or hat paflage in fuch 


the underftagding : Yet it muft needs. be: 
that according tothe variows values and de-. 
grees. of thethings to be known, there arifech, 
a.diverfity of the value or worth of that} 
knowledge; that [ which] is of a thing} 
more noble, ufeful, precious muft needs] 
bea more noble, ufeful, precious Know-| 
ledge, and accordingly more to be defi: 
red. | | ee: 
There have been doubtlefs many excel-. 
Jent underftandings that have been conver: 
fant about an exact difquifition of fome 
particular truths, which though as étrath: 
they agree in'a common value with all 
others, yet in refpect of their nature; ufe 
and value, are of no great mofnent, whe- 
ther known or nof: As concerning the 





a 
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a prophane Hiftory, the criticifm of this 
or that Latizx word, and the like: which 
though by accident, and by way of con- 
comitance, they may be of confiderable 
ufe, when mixed with, or relating to, fome- 
other matter of moment 5 yet in themfelves — 
have little value, becaufe little ufe. Others - 
have {pent their thoughts in acquiring of — 
the knowledge in fome fpecial piece of 
Nature; theFabrick of theEye; the pro- 
preffion of generation in an Egg; the re- 
lation and proportion of Numbers, Weights, 
Lines; the generation of Metals : and thefe 
as they have a relative confideration to 
difcover and fet forth the. wifdome of the 
great Greator, or to publick ufe, have 
great worth in them; but in themfelves, 
though they have this excellence of truth 
in them , and confequently in their kind — 
feed and give a delight to the under- 
{tanding, which 13 a power that is natural- 
ly ordained unto, and greedy of, and de- 
lighted in truth, though of a low or infe- 
riour conftitution, yet they are not of that 
eminence and worth as truths of fome other, 
either higher, or more ufeful, or durable 
nature. —— | ; 
' As once our Saviour, in relation of 
things to be done, pronounced One thing 
only neceflary, Luk, 10. 42. fothe Apofile, 
| among 
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among the many things that are to bé- 
[ known, ] fixeth in the fame One thing» 
_ necéffary to be known, Chritt Jefus and. : 
him Crucified. . 
There are three fteps. os 4 
. Not to know any thing. Not asif all - 
‘iis knowledge were condemned: Mofés 
Jearning was not charged upon Him as 4 - 
_ fins Paxl’s fecular learning was not con-— 
demned, but ufeful to him 5 to be knowing | 
mn our calling, in the qualities and difpo-— 
_ fitions of perfons, in the Laws under which 
_ we live, in the modeft and fober inquiries — 
of Nature and Arts, arenot only not con- . 
- demned, but commended, and ufeful, and . 
fuch as tend to the fetting forth the glory : 
of the God of Wifdom. Even the dif | 
¢retion: of the Husbandman God owns as | 
Bis, 7/4. 28.26. for his God dothinftrud - 
him to difcretion, and doth teach him. But . 
we muft determine to. know nothing iz - 
cimparifon of that other knowledge of Chrift | 
Jefus, as the Apoftle counted what things 
were gain, yet to be lofs for Chrift, PhzJ. 
4. 7, fo-we are to efteem that Knowled ge 
of other things otherwife excellent, ufeful, 
_admirable, yet to be but folly. and vile i 
comparifon of the knowledge of: ehritt, 
Aind this requires: , 
mee A true and rh; ghe Eftimat €. she Valte 
‘ | » of 


ee 
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¢ the knowlede df Chrift Fefas above other 
enowledg, and confequently an infinite pre-. 
ferring thereof before all other aig 
in our judgments, defire, and delight; and. 
the preponderation of the knowledg of 
Chrift above other knowledges excel/s moft 
_ knowled? in all the enfuing particulars, but; - 
excells all knowledg in fome,. and thofe of. 
moftconcernthentt. gs se 
1. In the certainty. of it, Molt other 
knowledges [are] either fuch aswe take in. 
by our Senfe and Experience 5 and therein,. 
a itistrue, that the grofs part of our | 
knowledg, that is nearelt to our fenfe, — 
hath fomewhat of certainty .in it 5, yet 
when wéecome to fublimate, and. colleét 5: 
and infer that knowledg ‘into univerfak 
or general conclufions, . or tomake dedud@i- 
ons, ratiocinations, and determinations | 
from them, then we fail; and hence grew 
the difference between niany Philofophers, 
Again, the Knowledg that we elicit from, : 
fenfe, isbut véry narrow ; if it {taid there: 
for the formsof things, the matter or fub- 
{tance , which is the fubject of Nature, are 
not eafily perceptible by fenfe; we fee the 
colour, and the figure , and the vari- 
ations of that, but we do from thence only 
make conjectnres concetning the forms, — 
tubltances aud matter: or they are fuch 
Ni as 
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as we receive by Tradition, whether Hifto- 
ricalor DoGrinal-; and the former depends 
upon the credit of the relator, which moft 
an end depends upon another's credit , and | 
— fo vanifheth into much uncertainty, unlefs _ 
- the Authors be very authentical and eye- 
witnefles: and asto matters Dofrinal, ttill 
that depends upon the opinion of a man, 
it may be, deduced upon weak convictions, 
-croffed by perfons of as great judgments , 
' and {0 breeds uncertainty, diftraction, and 
diffatisfation in the knowledg. But ix 
the’ knowledg of Chrift, we have greater 
certainty than can be found in any of all 
thefe other Knowledges: 1. A conftant: 
_ tradition and reception by millions, before 
became, that the Meffzas was to come 5 and 
-.fince he came, that in truth he is come. 
2. The Apoftles, Evangelifts, and Dif- 
‘ciples, that were purpofely chofen to be 
witnefies of Chrift, his Miracles, Doctrine , 
Suffering, and RefurreCtion. 3. The Mi- 
racles he did, that are witnefied to us, by 
a greater confent of Teftimony, than any 
one part of any Hiftory of that Antiquity. 
_ 4. The Purity , San@ity , and Juftnefs of 
his Do@rine, which was never attained 
- unto in the teaching of the Philofophers, — 
noreveranycould, inthe leaft meafure , 
Ampeach or blame. 5. The roe 
ile 
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ftiled moft juftly by the Apoftle a more - 


certain evidence , than the very vifion of 


his transfiguration, and a Voice. from | 
Heaven, 2 Pef. 1.19. and fo intruthis q - 
more undeniable argument than any Is; 
for [it] is not capable of any fraud or 
impofture. 6.-The wonderful prevailing 
that the knowledg of Chrift had upon the 
World, and this not only de fado, but 
backed with.a Prophecy , that it fhould be 
fo. 7. The admirable’ concordance and 
fymmetry , that this myftery of Chrift 
makes in the whole method -of the pro- 
ceeding of God in the World , as will be 
eafily obfervable'upon the collation of thefe 
things together i: The Creation; the Fall 5 
the Law’; the State’ of the Jews; the Im- 
mortality of the Soul ; the Neceflity of 2 — 
Satisfactionfor Sin if pardoned; the Types 
and Sacrifices; the Prophecies; the Ke- 
jection of the Jews 5 the Calling of the 
Gentiles; the Progrefs of the Gofpel to 
the new difcovered partsof the World fuc- . 
ceffively as‘ difcovered 5 .that a due Col- 
Je€tion ‘being made of all thefe and other . 
Confiderations , it will appear that the 
doctrine of Chrift Jefus, and him Crucified, 
is that which makes the difpenfation of 
God towards the Children of men to be all 

of apiece ; atid one thingin order to ano- 
-_ “ M 2 a % ther, . 
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ther, and Chrift the Mediator , in whom 


God Hath gathered together all things in 
one, Eph. 1.13. made it as one Syftem, 
Body-fabrick, 8. Befidesthe undeniable 


Prophecies , there bears witnefs to this 
truth , the fecret powerful witnefs of the 
Spirit of God convincing the Soul of the 


truth of Chrift, beyond all the Moral per-— 


fwafions in the world, beyond the convidi- 
on of demonftration, to believe, to reft 


upon, toaflert it, even unto the lofs of life. 


andallthings. ~~ 


dg, As inthe certainty, fo in the Plaix- 


_ nefs and Eafinefs of the Truth. .The moft 
excellent fubje&s of other knowledg have 
loug windings,. before a man can come at 


them’; and. are of that difficulty and ab-. 
‘birwonre thatasevery braia is not fit to. 


ndertake the a of it, fo much 
pains, Jabour, induftry, advertency, affi- 
duity is required inthe beft of judgments , 
to attain but a competent meafure of it: 
witnefs. the ftudies of Arithmetick, Geo- 
metry , Natural Philofophy , Metaphy- 


ficks, gc. wherein great labour hathbeen 
taken to our hands, to make the paffage. 


more eafie, and yet {till are full of diff- 
culty. But in this kKnowledg ig 1s other- 
wife: as it isa knowledg fitted fo an uni- 


verfal wufe,the bringing of mankindto God, 
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fo it is fitted with a univerfal fitnefs and 
convenience for that ufe, eafie, plain, and ~ 
familiar. The poor receive the Gofpel, Mat. 11. 
5. and indeed the plainnefs of the do@trine . 
was that which made the wife. world ftum- 


 bleatitie; and thence it was that it was hid 


from the wife and prudent. Mat. 11. 25. 
who, like Naaman with the Prophet, could 
not be contented to be healed without fome 
great oftentation; nor were contented to — 
think any thing could be the wifdom of 


God, and the power of God, unlefs it : 


were fomewhat that were abftrufe , and at 
leaft conformable to that wifdom they had ; 
and were troubled to think that that wit-, 
dom or dodrine, that muft be of fo great a 
ufe and end, fhould fall under the capacity | 
of 4 Fifherman, a maker of Tents, a Carpen- 
ter. But thus it pleafed God to chdofe a 
DodGrine of an eafie acquifition, 1. That 
no fleth fhould glory in his fight, 1 Cor. 1. 
29. 2, That the way to Salvation, be- 
ing a common thing propounded to all . 
mankind , might be difficult tonone, Be- 
lieve and thy fins be forgiven. Believe, and 
thon fhalt be faved. Believe, and thou fhalt be 
raifed up to Glory. Joh. 6. 40. This is the will 
of bins that fent mes, that every one that feeth — 
the Son and believeth on biz , may have cter- 
gal life, and I willraife biz up at the laft ~ 
_..* M3 °> |. ¢8)AS - 
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‘ 3, As in the Certainty and Plainneiy, . 
fo in the Sublimity and Loftinefs of the Subs? _ 
je@: And hence it is that Metaphyficks isk" 
reckoned the moft noble knowledg , be-" 
‘caufe converfant with and about the no- ° 
bleft fabje&, Subftance confidered iz ab- — 
firaéo from corporeity ,, and particular ad- 
-herents falling under other Sciences, But the 
fabject of this knowledg is of the higheft 
~ ‘confideration : Almighty God 5 the difpen- 
fation of his counfel tquching man in refe- 
rence tothe everlafting condition of man- 
Kind 5 the true meafure of juft and unjuft ; 
the pure will of God 5 the Sonof God and. 
‘his miraculous Incarnation, Death, Re- 
sfurre€tion and Afcention; the great Cove- 
‘nant between the Eternal‘ God. and fallen 
man made, fealed, and confirmed in Chrift; 
his great tranfaction with the Father in» 
their’ Eternal Counfel; and fince his A- - 
fcention, in his continual Interceffion for 
man 5 the means of the difcharge and fa- | 
tisfaction of the breach of the Law of God; |. 
he State of the Soul after death in blef- | 
ednefs or mifery 3; thefe and many of thefe 
are the fubje@ of that knowledg that is re- 
vealed in the knowledg of Chrift,, fuch 
as their very matters {peaks them to be of 
‘a moft high nature; the great tranfactions 
of ‘the counfel and adminiftration of the 
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. mighty -King of Heaven , in his Ringdom 


“over the Children of men: fuch as never 


* fell under the difcovery , or fo much as the 
~: difquifition, of the wifeft Philofophers 
i and fuch as the very Angels of Heavendefire 
* tolook down into,'1 Pet. xr. and behold ~ 


with admiration that manifold wifdom of | 
God, which is revealed unto us,poor worms, 
in Chrift Jefus. 7 | | 

4. Asthe matters are wonderful, high 


’ and Sublime, fothey are of mos fingular ufe 


to be known. There be many pieces of 
Learning inthe World that are converfant 
about high Subje@s , as, that ‘part of Na- 
tural Philofophy —s the “Heaven 
and the Souls; the Metaphylicks; the ab- 
{trufer parts of the Mathematiks 3 that ‘are 


‘not jn order to ‘alee But as it may 


fall out that the knowledg of the fubjec& 
is unacceffible in any certainty, fo if ic 
were never fo exa@ly known, it goes no 


farther, and when it’s known there’s an 


end, and nomore ufeofit. Whereas many 
times fubjedts of an infertour nature are 
more ufeful in their knowledg; as practi- 
cal Mathematicks, Mechanicks, Moral 
Philofophy , Policy ; but then they are of 
an inferiour nature, more ufeful but per- 
chance lefs noble. But here is the privi- 
ledg of the knowledg of Chrift Jefus, 
_— - Ms . thac 
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- that asit-is of Eminence and. Height, fo 
itis of Ufe and Convenience, and that in 
the higheft meafure; as itis a Pearl for 
Beauty, fo it is for Value. This know- 
ledg is a kind of Catholicon of Univerfal 
— ufeand conyenjence. In reference to this 
life: Am J in Want, in Contempt, in 
Prifon, in Banifhment, in Sicknefs, in 
Death ? This knowledg gives me Con- 
tentednefs , Patience, Cheerfulnefs, Re- 
fignationof my felf to his will, who hath 
{ealed my Peace with him, and Favour 
from him, in the great Covenant of his 
‘Son; and J can live upon this, though [ 
were ready to ftarve; when I am affured 
that if be for my good and the Glory of 
his Name, Ifhall be delivered ; if not, I 
_ canbe contented, fo my Jewel,‘ the Peace * 
of God and my own Confcience, by the’ 
Blood of Chrift be fafe. Am Lin Wealth, 
Honour, Power, Greatnefs, Efteem in the 
World > This knowledg teacheth me 
Hamility , as knowing from whom I re- 
ceivedit; Fidelity , as knowing to whom | | 
‘IT muft account for it; Watchfulnefs, as 
knowing the Honour of my Lord is con- 
cerned in fome meafure in my. carriage, 
and that the higher my employment ts, 
’ the more obnoxious I am to. temptation 
from without, from them that _ 
| a a. 
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my halting , and from within, by a deceit- 
ful-heart - and in all it teacheth me not 
to overvalue it, nor to value my felf the 
more by it or for it; becaufe the know- 
ledg of Chrift -Jefus prefents me with a 
continual Object of a higher value, the 
price of the high calling of God in Chrift : 
it teacheth me to look upon the glory of 
the World as ruft, in comparifon of the 
glory that excelleth, and the greateft of 
men as Worms, in comparifon of the great 
God. And as thus in reference to the 


temporal condition of my life, this know- _ 


ledg of Ghrift is of fingular ufe, and 
_makesa mana better Philofopher than the 
beft of Morals in reference thereunto: So 
it guides me in the managment of all Re- 


| Jations: 1. ToGod; it prefents him un; 
to mein that reprefentation that is right,. 
full of Majefty, yet full of Love, which - 


teacheth me reverence and yet accefs with 
boldnefs , Love and Obedience. 2. To 
Man; Juftice, giving every manhis due, 
for fo the knowledg of Chrift teacheth 
me, do as ye would-be done by; Mercy, 
to forgive ; Compaffion, to pity; Libera- 


lity, toRelieve; Sobriety, in the ufe of 


; ° \ oe 
creatures, and yet Comfort in the enjoy- 


ing of them; aright ufeof the World, and 
et a contempt of it, in comparifon of my 


hope : 


¥ 


8 
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hope: It makes death not terrible, becaufe 


a moft fure paffage to life: here I find a 


way to get all my fins pardoned , whereas ~ ; 


without this, alkthe world cannot contrive. 


a Satisfa@tion for one; Ifind a way to ob- 
tain fuch a righteoufnefs as is valuable 


with God, and perfect before him, even 
the righteoufnefsof God in Chrift. And - 


herel find, the means, and only means, 


to avoid the wrath tocome, the terrour | 
of the judgment of the great day 3 Ever- — 
lafting life unto all Eternity , with the — 


' Bleffed God, and our Lord Jefus Chrift , 
and all the blefied Angels, and the Spirits 


of Juft men made perfect. Thus this know-. 


ledg-is ufeful for this life, and [that which 
is |] ‘to come, and that inthe highett degree 5 
which all other knowledge comes {hort of , 
and attains not to any one of.the leaft of 
thefe ends. : 

5- In the Duration .and Continuance of 
it.. Many Subjects.of knowled ge there are, 
wherein by time, or at leaft by death ; the 


knowledg proves unufeful , orat leaft, the _ | 


Jabour therein unprofitable and loft. For 
inftance , .Iftudy to be very exact in Na- 


tural Philofophy ,. the mixtures or.conjun- . 


ctions of qualities, elements, anda thou- 
fand fuch enquiries: What ufe will this 
be.,. when the World with the works 
Og ge _ thereof, 


4 ao 
et 


C 
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thereof, fhall be burnt up ? Orif it fhould- 


‘not , what great benefit would this be to 
a feparated Soul> which doubtlefS thall 
either know much more therein, without 
any pains , and fo the labour here loft , or 
it {hall be fuch a knowledg as will [ be] 
unconfiderable or unufeful to it: And fo, 
and much more forthe ftudies of Policy, 
Methods of War, Mechanical Experiments, 
Languages, Laws, Cuftoms, Hiftories , 
all thefe within one minute after death 


_ will be as ufelefs as the knowledg of a 


Taylor or Shoomaker: They are all dated 
for the covenience and ufe of this life, 


and with it they vanifh., But here isthe 


priviledg and advantage that this .know- 
ledg hath; as it ferves for this life , fo it 
ferves for that tocome ; and the more it is 
improved here, the more hall it be dilated 
hereafter; the higher meafure thereof I 


attain here, the greater meafure of Glory 


hereafter. Asthe more knowledge Ihave 
of the myftery of Chrift here, the greater 
ismy fight and admiration of the, wifdom, | 
and goodnefs, and love of God ; the greater. - 
my joy, andcomplacence, and delight in 
that fight and fenfe, and the more my Soul 
carried out in the love, and praife , and 
obedience unto him: Soin the life to come, © 
that knowledg thall improve, and confe- 
Pa ae rae ae 
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uently the fenfe of the wifdom, merey , 
and love of God; and confequently the 
Game of the Soul, of love, and praife unto 
him, and delight, and joy in him, fhall in- 
cteafe untoall eternity. _ a. 
2. As thus the knowledge of Chrift Jefus 
and him crucified excells all other know- 
ledge, and'fo in comparifon thereof, all 
-other knowledge, upon a right judgment, 
 isasnothing; {0 the Son! being rightly con-— 
_ winced thereof, fets a higher price upox that 
knowledge, than upon all other knowledg 
befides; it prifeth it highly in it felf and 
others; reckons all other knowledge with- 
out it, but a curious ignorance, or an im- 
pertinent knowledge, and contents it felf 
_ abundantly in this knowledge, though it 
- want other. | | 
- 3. Becaufe that which is of moft con- 
cernment requires my greateft diligence to 
attain it, I am contented and greedy to. 
Spend more time in attaining this than thats 
and I will rob other ftudies and difquifiti- 
ons of the time, that otherwife might be 
' condycible to attain the knowledge of 
them, rather than thofe ftudies fhould cone 
fume thattime, that fhould'be allotted to 
this. My Time is part of that Talent, which — 
may Maker hath putinto my -hand, and for 
_ . Which he will at the great day demand an | 
' 7 a account , 
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account; and if I have fpent that talent 
in unprofitable employments, or in lefg 
profitable than I fhould, my arrear is fo 
much the greater: If Ihave confumed my 
time in ftudying my preferment, honour, 
or wealth in this world 5 in ftudying how 
to pleafe my felf with vain and unneceflary 
recreations ; in unlawful or exceffive plea- 
{ures ; in unlawful or immoderate curiofi- 
ties 3 which I might better have {pent in 
the {tudy of the myftery of Chrift, or the © 
conformity unto that Will and Teftament . 
he left me, or improving my intereft in 
him, I have committed two follies at once:. 
1, Loft my talent of time and opportuni- 
ty, for which Iam accountable, as mifpent. 
2. Loft that advantage which I hadin my 
hand to improve my interef{t in God, and 
- favour from him, and love to him; and 
though [have done fomuch, as may per- 
chance preferve the main, yet [ have omit- 
ted fo much as might have more increafed 
tny {tock of .Grace and Glory; my talent 
might have gained ten, and at moft it hath 
gained buttwo. And furely when death 
comes; the moft comfortable hours, that 
can return to our memories, will be thofe 
we {pent in taiproving the true and experi- 
mental practical knowledge of Chrift Je- 
fus,and him crucified. -_ 
7 | 4. Con- 
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' 4, Confequently where this knowledg 
and the other knowledg of an inferiour rate 
juftle and crofs one another , it is the beft ; 
- wifdom to fide with this, andtodeny the o- | 
ther ; to become a fool that he may be wife. - 
I Cor. 3.18. - =? 
- 2. Thus concerning the -firft Confidera- | 
tion: I determined not to know any thing, | 
viz, nothing in compatifon of this know- | 
ledg of Chrift,nothine rather than not that: : 
Save Chrift Fefus.° And truly well might the : 
Apoftle nrake all otherknowlédg give place ; 
to this; firft, for the' Excellency of it; : 
whereof before: Secondly, forthe Ampli- - 
tudeand Compafs of it; forthoughit [be] 
 feexcellent,: that a fmalf'dram-of it is fuffi- 
‘cient to heal and favea Soul, if it bea right 
knowledg asts before obferved, yet itis fo 
_Jarge, that when the beft knowledg Hath ; 
gone as farasit can, yet there is ftill aliquid - 
ultra: One confideration of it, even'thée - 





2 


_~ Love of God hath a bredth, and length, | 


and depth, ard height, pafling knowledg, - 
 Eph..3. 18,'19. and yet there be othet | 
depths and heights in it than this,fo that well 
might the Apoftlé conclude ashe doth, 1 | 
Tim. 3.16. Without controverfie great is the | 
myftery of Godlinefs, God manifefted in the |. 
'. flefo. Vherefore for the prefent we fhall eons | 

fider. | - re |e 
oe | Ne The 
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1. The Wouderful Wifdom of God in con- — 
triving and ordering the Redemption of Man- 
hind by Christ Fefus 3 and [it] is manifeft in- 
thefe particulars among others: 1. That 
though he made Man the eminenteft of all 
. his vifible Creatures,’ for a moft eminent 
manifeftation of his power and glory, and 
to be partaker of everlafting blefiednefS , _ 
and yet in his Eternal Counfel refolved to 
leave him in the hands of his own liberty , _ 
and did moft certainly forefee that he would | 
fall; yet he did fubftitute and provide , 
even from the fame Eternity, a means _ 
whereby he might be reftored to the ho« 
nour and glory of his creature, and his crea- | 
ture to blefiednefs and [, the] vifion of his - 
Creator. 2. That he io ordered the means 
of mans Redemption, that a greater glory 
came even by that Redemption, than if 
aman had never fala, anda greater benefit 
to mankind: For the latter it is apparent , 
that, if there had been no Mediator fent , 
the leaft fin that any of the Sons [.of"] men 
had committed , had been inexorably fatal 
to them, without any means of pardon: 
And as Adam, though in his full liberty — 
and power., was mifled by temptation , fo 
_ mighthave he been, or any of his pofte- 
_ verity though he had ftood that fhock 3 which 
now isadmirably provided againtt , por 
 fjatile.- 
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fatistadion of Chrift Jefus: And as thus 
it 1sbetter with the children of men; fa 
’ the Glory of God ts wonderfully advanced 
by it; for, if man had ftood in his inno- 
cence, God had had only the glory of his 
quftice in rewarding hims or, if he had 
faln, the glory of his juftice in punifhing 
him: but there had been no room for that 
glorious attribute of his Mercy in forgiving, 
without violation to his Purity, Truth and 
Juftice 5 that glorious attribute by which he 
fo often proclaimeth himfelf, Exod. 34. 6. _ 
The Lord, the Lord God Merciful, Gracious, 
Long-fuffering, abundant in goodnefs c truth, 
keeping Mercy for thonfands, forgiving inte 
quity, tranfercffion and fin, and yet that will 
by no means clear the guilty. 3. That he fo 
wonderfully ordered the Redemption of 
- Man, that all his Attributes were prefer- | 
ved inviolable: His Truth, The day tho 
eatcft thou fhalt dyes his Juftice, yet his 
Mercy 3 his Love to: his creature, yet his 
Hatred to Sin: his Son ‘fhall dye to fatisfie 
his Truth and Juftice, yet the finver fhail 
five, co fatishe hts Mercy: the fin fhall be 
punifhed, to juftifie his Purity, yet _ his 
creatire fhall be faved, to manifeft his Love 
and Goodnefs. And thus his Wifdom over- 
raled Sin, the worft of evils, to the 1im- 
provemcat of his glory, and the good of 
| | : | he 


\ 
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his creathte. 4. His wifdom is manifefted 
in this, that by the tedemptton. of man, 
all thofe ways of his adminiftration before 
the coming of Chrift,,do. now appear to 
be excellently otdered to the redemption 
of man ,-and the making of it the more 
effectual: The giving of a fevere and yet. 
moft juft’'Law., which’ was impoflible for. 
us to fulfil, fhews us:the wretchedne(s of, 
our condition; our inability to fulfil, what 
was juftin God to require, fhews us the 
-neceffity of a Saviour, drives us to hini , 
and makes this City of refuge grateful and 
- acceptable ; and mdkes us fet a valwé upori 
that mercy, which fo opportunely arid 
mercifully provided a Sacrifice for us iri 
_ the Blood of Chrift 5 and a Righreoufhefs — 

forus, inthe Merits of Clirilt; and a Me: 
_dtator for us inthe Interceflion of Chritt 7 
And by this means alfo all thofé Sacrifices 
and Ceremonies ; and Obfervations er: 
joyned in the Levitical Law, which cartted 
not in themfelves a clear reafor of their. 
inftitution, are now by the fending of 
Chrift remdred fignificant.. §. The wif 
donrof God is magnified and advanced tr _ 

this, in fulfilling che Prophectes of: the, 
fending the Afeffias to fiisfie for che fins of © 
Mankind, again{t al! the oppofitions,.and 
6afualtics,. and contingencies that without 
: « | | ay 


, 
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an over-ruling wifdom and guidance might 


| _ have difappointed it: And this done in. 


that Perfection, that not one circumftance - 


of Time, Place, Perfon, Concomitants 
fhould, nor did fail in it: and fo bearing 


4 


_witnefS to the infinite Truth, Power, and © 


Wifdom of God in bringing about hisCoun- | 


— fels in their perfeGion, touching this great 


bufinefs of the Redemption of Man, which ~ 


was the very end why he was created and 


_ placed upon the earth; and managing the | 


villany of men, and the craft and malice 
of Satan, to bring about that greateft blef- 
.~ fing that was or could be provided for 

- mankind, befides, and above, and againft 
the intention of the Inftrument, Ad. 2. 23. 
Him being delivered by the determinate Coun- 


» Seland foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 


and by wicked hands have crucified and flain. 
6. The unfearchable Wifdom of God is 


- manifefted in that he provided fuch a Me- 


_diator that was fic for fo great a work 5 


had all the world confulted that God muft 
fuffer, it had been impoffible; and had all 
the world contrived that any man, or all 
, the men in the world fhould have been a 
{atisfactory Sacrifice for any one Sin, it had 


been deficient. Here isthen the wonder- — 


ful Counfel of the moft, high God: the 


' \ Sacrifice that is appointed fhall be fo or-: 
7 : | dered, 


=e 








of ChriftCracifed. 479 
_ dered, that Ged and Man fhall be conjoyn’d 
in one Perfon; that fo as.Man, he might 
become a Sacrifice for Sins. and as God, he | 
might give a-value to the Sacrifice. And 
thisis that great Myftery of Godlinefs;God: 
manifefted in theflefh, = a  H, 
2. The wonderjul Love of God to Mankind: 
¥. In thinking ‘upon poor finful creatures, 
to contrive a way for a Pardon for us, and 
re{cuing usfrom that Curfe which we had 
juftly deferved: 2. Thinking of us for 
our good, when we fought it not, thought 
hot of it: 3. When we were Enemies 
. againft God, and againft his very being = 
4. Thinking of usnot only for a Pardon,: _ 
but to provide forus aftate of Glory.and 
Bleffednefs: 5. When that was not to be 
' obtained, faving his Truth and Juftice, 
without a miraculous Mediator, confifting 
of the Divine and Humane nature united 
in one perfon, in the Perfon of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift ; here was Love'and Goodnefs 
of the greateft magnitude that, ever was , 
. or ever {hall be heard of, and fufficient ta 
conquer our Hearts into admiration and 
aftonifhment. But yet it reftsnot here. As _ 
God fo loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whofoever believethin bine — 
foould not peérifh, but have everlafting life -, 
Joh’. 3. r6. fo'the only begotten Son of God! 
Na Was’, 


“180 Of the. Kiowledge . ; 


was not behind ‘in ehis wonderful Love. 


No fooner ( as we may with reverence fay) 
was the Counfel of the Father propounded: 
for the fending of his Son, -but, prefently’ 
the Son faith 5 Lo, Icome. Pfal. 40. 7. Heb. 
10. 7. Andnow we will confider upon 
[what ] terms he muft come, or elfe the 
redemption of mankind muft dye for ever : 
1. He muft come and empty himfelf of 


_his Glory of his perfonal Majefty,and take | 
our nature, yet without fin; he muftgo . - 


through the natural infirmities of infancy 
and childhood. 2. And not only muft he 
undergo this abafement, but he muft un-. 
dergo the condition of a mean, a low birth, 
born of a poor Virgin, in aStable, laid ia 


.. aManger, under the reputation of a Car- 


pentersSon. 3. And not only thus, bue. | 
as foon as he is born, muft ufe the care of 


his Mother to hift for his life away to Egypt, 
._ to prevent the jealoufie and fury of Herod. 


_, 4. And when grown up to youth, he muft 


undergo the form of a Servant , become: 
a poor Carpenter to work for his living , 
without any Patrimony or fo much.as.a 
houfeto cover him. 5..He comes abroad 


into the World.to exercife the Miniftry , 
‘and the Prologue to his own Tragedy ; - 


fill poor, defpifed of his own Countrey- 


- men, andof thofe that were of reputation - 


for 


~ 
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for Learning and Piety, {candalized under — 
the name of an Impoftor,’a Winebibber , 
a friend to Publicans and Sinners, a worker — 
by the Devil, mad and pofleffed with a 


-Devil, Thefeand the like were his enteré 


tainments in the World; ‘and, which 1s 
more, often put to fhift ‘for his life; arid 
in fum, what the Prophet predicted con» 
cerning him fulfilled to the uttermott? 
Ifa. 53. 3. Defpifed, and rejected of men, a 
man of forrows, and acquainted with grief 5 
and all this to befall the Eternal Son of 
God under the vail of our flefh: And all — 


_ this voluntarily undertaken, and cheerfil- 


ly undergone, even for the fakes of _ his 
Enemies, and thofe yery people from whom 
he received thefe indignities. _ _ 

3- But all thefe were but like fmall ve- 


. litations, and conflicts preparatory to the 


main Battel. We therefore come to the 
Third Confideration: Chtitt Jefas ‘and him 
Cracifieds thereisthe account of the Text; 


- As Chrift Jefus isthe moft worthy fubject — 


of all knowledge, fo Chrift Jefus under — 
this confideration, as Crucified , is that 
which is the fulleft of wonder, admiration, 


love: And therefore let us now take a- 


furyey of chrift Fefus crucified, a3 that is 
the higheft manifeitation of his love, fo it. 
‘is the eye, the life of the Text; Chrift © 
| oe ar N 3 above 
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above-all other knowledge , and Chrift 

orgy above all other knowledge of 
iff.. | 


- And now a man upon the firft view 
would think this kind of knowledge fo 


much here valued, were a ftrange kind of — 


knowledge; and the prelation of this 
knowledge a ftrange miftake in the Apoftle, 
1. Crucified ; Death 1s the. corruption of 
nature 5 and fucha kind of death by crue 
cifixion, the worft, the vileft of deaths; 
"carrying in it the punifhment of the loweft 


condjtion of men, and for the worft of 


offences; and yet, that death, and fucha 
death fhould. be the ambition of an Apo- 
{tle’s knowledge, is wonderful. 2. Chrift 
crucified carries init a feeming excefs of in- 
congruity 5 that he, that was the Eternal 
Son of God, fhould take upon him our na- 
ture, and in that nature annointed and con- 


fecrated by the Father, full of Innocence, | 


Purity, Goodnefs, fhould dye, and that: by 
fuch a death, and fo unjuftly : could this be 
a fubjedt, or matter of knowledge fo de- 


fireable, as to be preferred before.all other | 
knowledge 5 which fhould rather feem to - | 


be a matter of fo much horrour, fo much 
“indignation, that a man might think it ra- 
ther fit to be forgotten, than to be affected 
_ to beknown? 3. Sfefas crucifieds a Sayi- 

Coa weet oe os Wage ‘our, 


' 
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our, and yet to be crucified: it feems to 
blaft the expectation of Salvation ; when - 
the Captain of it muft dye, be flain, be 
crucified 5 it carries in it a kind of Victory 
of Death and Hell over our Salvation, — 
when the Inftrument thereof muft . fuffer 
death, and fuchadeath. When the Birth 
of Chrift was proclaimed, indeed it was 
matterof joy, and worthy the proclamati- 
on of Angels: Luk.2.12. To you is bore — 
this day a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord : 
and can the death of that Saviour be a 
thing defireable to be known? The Birth 
of Chrift feemed to be the rifing Sun, that 
{cattered light, hope and comfort to all 
Nations: but can the fetting of this Sun in 
fo dark a cloud, as the Crofs, be the 
choiceft piece of knowledge of him ? which 
feems as it were toftrangle and ftifle our 
hopes ; and puts us as it were upon the ex- 
. poftulation of the difmay'd Difciples, Luk. 


24. 21. But we trufied it had been he which 


But for all this, this knowledge of Chrift 


 Jefus crucified will appear tobe the moft © 


_ excellent, comfortable, ufeful knowledge 
in the world, if we fhall confider thefe ‘Par- 
ticulars: 1. Who it was that fuffered , — 
2. What he fuffered. 3 From whom. 
4. Howhe fulffered. 5. For whom-he | 
oe  Nq ~~  fiffered. 
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fuffered. 6. Why, and upon what Motive; 
gy. For what End ‘he fuffered. ' 8. What 
[are] the fruitsand Benefits that accrew by 
that fuffering.- All thefe Confiderations are 
wrapt upin this” ‘one fubject's orig Jefas —% 
and him crucified. , 
” y. Who it was that ‘thus fifered. dt was | 
Chrift Jefus: the: Eternal ‘Son of God, | 
cloathed in our flefh; God and Man united 
“in one Perfon; his ‘manhood giving hima 
‘capacity of | fuffering ‘and his Godhead 
‘giving a-value to that fuflering ; and each 
nature united in one perfon to make a com- 
| pleat Redeeniér 5 the Heir of all things 5 
Heb'13° 2. the Prince of Lifes \4Gs-3. 15. 
the Light. that lighteneth every’ ‘man that. 
‘cometh into the world ; Job. 1. 8. astouch- 
ing his Divine nature, God over all blefled 
for ever; Rom. 9.3. and as touching his 
Humane nature, full of Grace and Truth 3 
Fob. V4. and in both, the ‘beloved Son 


~ . of the Erernal God, in whom he proclaim- __ 
ed himfelf well pleafed 3 Matth. 3.17. But. | 


could no other perfon be found, that might 
fuffer. for the fins of Man, but the Son of 
God? Orif the bufinefs C of j our Salvati- 
on muft be tranfadted by him alone, could 
_ dt not-be without fuffering, and fach fuf- 
fering as this? No. As there.-wasno other 
ae given under Heaven, by which we 
e might 


; oe ar leet oe: 


oe Pte ae ee ee aE P ae 


-_———~ 


_ of Chri Crucified. 185 


é might be faved, nor was there any found 
beft 


des, inthe compafs of the whole world, 
that could expiate for one fin of man; 
but it maft be the Arm of the Almighty, 
that muft bring Salvation: 1/¢..63. 5. - 
So if the Bleffed Son of God will under- 
take thebufinef$, and become ~ 
the-Captain of ‘our Salvation , 
he muft be made perfect by fuffering 5 Heb. 
2.10. and if he will {tand in the ftead of — 
man, he muft bear the wrath of: his Father : 
if he [ will] become fin forman, though 
he knew no fin, he muft become.a curfe for . 
man. And doubtlefs this great my {tery of 
the perfon that fuffered, cannot cheofe but 
be a very high, and excellent fubjec& of 
knowledge; fo full of wonder and afto- 
nifhment, that:the Angels gaze into it: 


Heb. 5. 9. 


_ And as itisa ftrange and wonderful thing . 


init felf, fo doubtlefs it was ordained ta 
high and wonderful ends, bearing a fuita- 
blenef$ unto the greatnefs of the inftru-. 
ment. This therefore is the firft Confide- - 
ration that advanceth the excellency of 
this knowledge ; the perfon that was Cru- 
elfied. = 

2. What he fuffered. Chrift Jefus and him 
crucified - though all the courfe of his life 
was a continual fuffering, and the pream- 


ble or walk unto his death, which was 


the . 
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the end of his life 5. yet this was the com. 


- pleting of all the reft; and the tyde and 


waves of his fufferings did {till rife higher 
-. and higher, till it arrived in this: and the 
feveral fteps and afcents unto the Crofs, | 
though they began from his Birth; yet 


thofe which were more immediate, began 
with the preparation tothe Paflover. The 
Gouncil held by the chief Priefts and 
Scribes, for the crucifying of our Saviour, 
was fate upon two days before the Paffo- 
ver, Matth. 26. 2. Mark 14. 1. and this 
was the firft ftep to Mount Calvary: And 
doubtlefs it was no {mall addition to our. 
Saviour'’s Paflion, that it was hatched in 
‘ the Council of the chief Priefts and Scribes, 
the then external vifible Church, the Huf- 
bandmen of the Vineyard: matth, 21. 33. 

- But this is not all; as the vifible Church 
| Of the Jews is the Conclave where this 

Council is formed, fo Judas a member of 
the vifible Church of Chrift , one of the 
Twelve, is the Inftrument to effect it ; 
Matth.26. 14. he contracts with them for 


Thirty pieces of Silver, to betray his Ma- 


{ter untothem: And furely this could not 
choofe but be a great grief to our Saviour, 
that one of his felect Apoftles fhould turn 
Apoftate, and thereby brought ablemith 
upontherefe, 

— 3 | Upon 
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_ Upon the day of Eating of the Paffover, 
called the firft day of the. Feaftof unlea- 


vened bread, our Saviourand his Difciples 


keep the Paffover together in Ferufalem 5 
and there the two memorials of our Savi- 
our'’s Paffion meet: that of the Paffover 
inftituted by God, and the Iraelites going 
out of Egypt 5 and the Bread and Wine after. 
Supper inftituted by our Saviour, to fuc. 
ceed in the place of the former: and each 
did queftionlefs make a deep impreffion 
upon our Saviour, in which he anticipated © 
his Paflion, and lively reprefented to him 
that breaking and pouring out of his Blood 
and Soul, which he was fuddenly to futfer : 
_ And doubtlefs here began a great meafure 
of our Saviour’s Paflion in the apprehen- 
fion which he had of that imminent Storm, | 
that he muft {peedily undergo. From the | 
Supper they go together to the Mount of 
Olives, and there he acquaints his Difci- 
ples of a {peedy and forrowful parting they 
muft have 5 the Shepherd is to be fmitten 
that night, and the Sheep to be {cattered: 
and as he forefaw Judas treachery, fo he 
forefees Peter's infirmity 5 the ftorm fhould 
be fo violent that Peter himfelf, therefo- 
Tuteft Apoftle, fhall deny his Mafter that 
night, and devy him thrice: And fvrely 
the forefight of the diflraction et eT | 
_ a | efall 
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befall his poor Difciples, could ‘not choofe . 


‘but add much to their-tender Mafter’s af- 
‘flidtion; Matth. 26.31. Al ye shall be of> 
fended becanfe of me this vight, © . | 
— And now let us follow our Blefled Lord 
from the Mount of O/ives intothe Garden, 
called by the Apoftles Gethfemane, with 
. the affections of love and. wonder in fome 
meafure becoming fuch an entertainment 
' ‘of ourthoughts. Thetimethat he chofe 
for this retirement was the dead time of 
‘the night 5 a feafon that might the more 
_ contribute tothe ftrength of that fadnefs , 
which the pre-apprehenfion of his immi- 
nent Paffion aan needs occafion. The 
Place that he'chofe, a folitary retired Gar- 
den, where nothing might , nor could _in- 
-‘terrupt, or divert, the intenfivenefs of his 


forrow and:fear: And to make both the . 


time and place the more opportune for 
his Agony ; he leaves the reft of his Dif- 


ciples, and: takes with him only Peterand | 


the two Sons of Zebedee, Afatth. 26. 37- 


and to thefé he imparts the beginning of ~ 
his forrow, .that they might be witnefles . 


_ of it, Matth. 26. 37, 38. Aijfoul is ex- 
ceeding forrowful, even unto death; but yet 


" commands’ their diftance, verf 38. Tarry 


—-ye bere and watch with me, and he went a 
Little farther. Watch with me: The confufion 


of 
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of his Soul was fo great, thatthe only Son 


of God diftrufts his own [humane } ability 


' to bear its and yet his fubmiffion to this 


terrible confli& [ was] fo willing , that he 
leaves them that he had appointed to watch 


_ with him. He went a little farther. The 


a ee gee eal ep io: —- 


three Difciples had doubtlefs a fympathy 
with their Mafter’s forrow ; and yet the © 
will: of God fo orders it, that. their excefs 
of love and grief muft not keep their Eyes 
waking, notwithftanding it was the laft 


- requeft of their forrowful Mafter. ‘The 
- Difciples flept. Matth. 26. 40. And thus | 


— Sin, and heightens his forrow, confufion , 


every. circumftance of Time, Place, and - 
Perfons contribute to a fad and folitary | 
opportunity for this moft terrible and black | 

conflict. And now in this Garden the 
mighty God puts his Son to grief, lades 
him with our forrows, Ifa. 53. 4. withdraws 
and hides from him the light of his favour 


_and countenance 3 interpofeth athick and 


black cloud between the Divinity and the 
humane nature; darts into hisSoul the fad 
and fharp manifeftations: of his wrath ; 
overwhelms his Soul with one wave after 
another; fends into him the moft:exquifite _ 
pre-apprehenfions of thofe fad and fevere 
fufferings he was the next day to undergo 5 _ 
begins to make his Soul an Offering for 


and 
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‘and aftonifhment unto the uttermoft. - Iq 
{um, the mighty God, the God of the fpi- 
rits of all flefh, who knows the way into 


the Soul, and how to fill it withthe moft - 


fad and black aftonifhment and forrow , 
was pleafed at this time to eftrange and 


. eclipfe the manifeftation of his light and’ 


-love to his only Son, as far as was poffibly 
confiftent with his fecret and: eternal love 
unto him; to throw into him as fad and 
amazing apprehenfions of his wrath, as was 
poffible to be confiftent with the humane 
nature to bear 3 to fortifie and ftrengthen 
his fenfe of it and forrow for, and under 
it, unto the uttermoft, that fo his grief and 
forrow and confufion of foul might be 
brim-full, and as much as the exacteft con- 
_ ftitution of a humane nature could poffibly 
bear. And thus now at this time the Arnt 
of the mighty God was bruifing the Soul 
of his only Son: 1/2. 53.16. And cer- 
_ tainly the extremity of this agony within, 
muft needs be very great, if we confider 


ihe mene? a eee were <a ey ee cn aoe 


wa oe 3 . 
7 : rng Fiat Pe a 


_ the ftrange effectsic had without  r,Thae . 


pathetical defcription thereof that our Sa- 
viour himfelf makes of it; Ay foul is ex- 
ceeding forrowful, even unto death, Matth. 


— 


26. 37. {0 forrowful, exceeding forrowful, | 


 ‘forrowful untodeath: and the expreflions 
of the Evangelilts; Matth. 26, 37. He bé- 


gan | 
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gare to be forrowful and very heavy, Mark 
+ §4.33- He began to be fore amazed and to be | 
gery heavy. It wasfacha forrow as brought 
with it an amazement, an aftonifhment. — 
2. Again, that ftrange requeft to his three 
 Difciples, Tarry ye and watch with mes as 
| if he feared the forrow would overwhelm 
| him. 3. Again, his Prayer, and the man- 
' ner of it, evidence a moft wonderful per- 
- turbation within; Matth. 26. 39. He fell | 
| on bis face and prayed; and what wasthe | 
| thing he prayed >? Father if it be poffible let 
| this cup pafs from mes or, as Mark 14.36, 
| Abba, Father, all things are poffible unto thee, 
| take away this cup from me, &c. although 
| that this was the very end for which he 
- came-into the Worlds; the Cup which in 
- former times he reached after, and was 
| ftraitned till it were fulfilled; yet fuch a 
_ reprefentation there is thereof to his Soul’, 
_ that though, inthe will of his obedience, | 
he fubmits; Not my will but thine be done: 
~ Yet his nature fhrinks and ftarts at its and | 
he engageth Almighty God, as much as, © 
- upon as great arguments , as was poffible, ~ 
- to decline the feverity of that wrath which _ 
_ he was. ncw to grapple with: 1. Upon 
_ the account of hisOmnipotency 5 AU things . 
are poffible to thee: 2. Ulponthe account 
of his Relation; Abba, Father: It is not 
| | | a 
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a firanger that importunes thee3 it is.thy 
Son 3 that Son in whom thou didst proclaine 


| 


thy felf well pleafed ; that Son whom thon ' 


hearest alwayss it is be that begs. of thee a 


' 


difpenfation from that, which he mofk declines, | 
becaufe he mos loves thee, the terrible; unfiep- | 


portable hiding thy face from mé: And this | 


was not one fingle requeft, but thricere- 


' peated, reiterated and that with more | 
earneftnefs, Mark 14. 39. And again. he | 
went away, and prayed, and fpake the fame | 


words: Luke 22.44. And being in an Agony 
he prayed more earneftly. Certainly ,. that 





' 
| 


a 
I, 


| impreffionupon his foul; that. caufed him | 


to deprecate that for which he was born; | 
_ todeprecate tt fo often, fo earneftly,- mult |: 
needs be a forrow and apprehenfion of a’ |. 
very terrible and excee ihe extrémity. | 
4. Such was the weight of his forrow and ; 
\ confufion of foul, that, iteven. exceeding. | 
the ftrength.of his [ humarie } nature to’ | 


__ bear it, it was ready to diffolve the Union’ 
between his Body and Soul; infomuch 
that to add farther ftrength unto him, and 


| capacity to undergo the meafure of it, am | 
fr 


Angel from Heaven isfent, not [meerly } 
to comfort, but ‘to ftrengthen hits: to 
add a farther degree of ftrength to his hu- 
mane nature, to bear the weight of that 
wrath , which had in good earneft: made 


| 


' 


| 
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his Soul forrowful unto death, had it not, 
been ftrengthned by the miniftration of 
an Angel, Luk. 22.43. and this afliftance 
of the Angel , as it did not allay the for- 
row of his Soul, fo neither did it intermie 
his impertunity to be delivered from the 
thing he fele and feared, but did only 
fupport and {trengthen him to bear a grea-. 
ter burden of it: And as the meafure of 
his ftrength was incteafed , fo was the bur- 
den which he muft undergo increafed; for 
after this he prayed again more earneftly 
the third time, Lwk. 22. 43. the fupply 
of his ftrength was fucceeded with an ad 
dition of forrow , and the increafe of his 
forrow was followed with the greater im- | 
portunity $ He prayed more earneftly, Heb: 
5-7. With ftrong crying and tears, Luk. 22. 
44. And being in an Agony he prayed more 
earnestly, and bis fweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
‘This was his third addrefs to his Father ; 
Matth. 26.44. and here was the higheft 
pitch of ourSaviour’s paffion in the Gar- 
den. His Soul was it: an Agony, in the . 
greateft concuffion, confufion, and extre- 
_ mity of forrow, fear, anguifh and aftonith- 
ment, that was poffible to be inflidted by, 
the mighty hand of God .on.the foul of 

c= « ~ oO Chrift; 
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Chrift, that could be confiftent with the 
purity of the nature of our Saviour, and 


the. infeparable union that it; had with the . - 


Divine nature: Infomuch, that the -con- 
fufion and diftra¢tion of his foul under it, 
and the ftrugling and grapling of. his foul 
with it, did make fuch an impreffion upon 
his body, that the like was never before 
or fince. Thefeafon of the year was colds; 
for fo it appears, Fob. 18.18, the Servants 
and Officers had madea fire of coals, for 
it was cold: and the feafon of the time 

was cold, it was, as near as we may guefs , 
~ about midnight, when the Sun was at his 


greateft diftance, and obftruGed in his — 
influence by the interpofition of the Earth :_ 


. for. it appears they came with Lanthorns 
and Torches when they apprehended him, 
Joh. 18. 3. and he was brought to the high 
Prieft's Hall, a little before Cock-crowing, 
after fome time had been {pent in his Exa- 
mination, Aatth.26.69. And. yet for.all 
this, fuch is the Agony, and perturbation 


of our Saviour’s foul, that in this cold | 


feafon it puts his body. in a fweat, a {weat 
of blood, great drops of blood, drops of 
blood falling down to the ground; and 


certainly 1t was no light conflict within, | 


that eaufed fuch a ftrange and un-heard of 
: : 7 ~ fy mptom 
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of ChrifiCracified. igs. 
fymptom without. Certainly the ftorm 
in the foul of Chrift muft needs be very - 
terrible that his blood , the feat of his vital 
{pirits, could no longer abide the fenfeof 
it, but {tarted out in a fweat of blood; 
and fuch a fweat, that was more than 
-confiftent with the ordinary conftitution 
of humane nature. And during this time, 


even from the eating of the Paffover untill — 


this third addrefs to his Father was over, 
the fuffering of our Saviour lay principally, 
if not only, in his foul: Almighty God 
was wounding of his {pirit, and making 
his foul an offering for fia: And though — 
the diftin®, and clear’ manner of this 
bruifing of our Saviout'’s foul cannot: be 
apprehended by us; yet’ furely thus much 
we may conclude conberning it: 1. He 
was made fin for us, that knew no fin, 2 Cor, 
5.21. he ftood under the imputation of all 
our fins; and thouglt he were perfonally 
innocent, yet judicially and by way: of in- 
terpretation, he was the: greateft offender 
that ever was3 fortheLord laid upos hint 
the iniquity of usall.  1/4..53.6. 2. And 
confequently he was under the imputation — 
of all the guilt of all thofé fins, atidiftands, 
_ inrelation unto God, the righteous Judge, 
under the very fame obligation to whatfo- | 
ever punifhment the very perfons of the 
; | O21  offeaders 
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offenders were, untothe uttermoft of that 
confiftency that it. had with the unfepa- 
rable union unto the Father: and this 
obligation unto the punifhment could not 
choofe but work. the fame ‘effects in our 


Saviour, as it muft do in the finner, (def 


peration and fin excepted 5 .) to wit, afad 
apprehenfion of the wrath of God againft 
him. The purity and jufticeof God,which 
hath nothing that it hates but fin, muft 

urfue fin wherever it find it: and as when 
. It finds fin perfonally in a man, the wrath 
_ of'God will abide there fo long as fin 

_ abidesthere; fo whenit finds the fame fin 


affymed by our Lord, and bound. as it 


were to him, as the wood was to Ifaae 
when he was laid upon the’ Altar, the 
wrath of God could not choofe but be ap- 


_prehended as incumbent upon him, till — 


‘that fin that by imputation lay uponhim 
were difcharged. For as our Lord was 
pleafed to be our Reprefentative in bearing 


our fins, and to ftand in our ftead, foall . 


thefe.affections and motions of his foul, did 


bear the fame conformity, as if aéted by us: | 


Ashe put on the perfon of the finner, fo he 
puts on the fame forrow, the fame fhame,the 
{ame fear, the fame trembling under the ap- 
prehenfion of the wrath of his Father,that 


sye mult haye done: Aad foas an imputed - 


fin 


| 
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fin drew with it the obligation unto. pu- — 
‘nifhment, fo it did, by neceflary confe-_ . 
quence , raife all thofe confufions and — 
{torms in the foul of Chrift, as it would | 


have done in the perfon of thefioner, fin _ 


only excepted. 3. In this Garden as he 
ftands under the fin, and guilt of our na- 
ture, fo he f{tands under the curfe of our 
nature, to wit, aneceflity of death, and 
of undergoing the wrath of God for that — 
fin whofe punifhment he hath undertaken 
for us: the former, the diffolution of his 
_bedy and foul by a.moft accurfed death, 
_- and the latterthe feffering of his foul; and 
' this etter he is now under. God is plea- 
fed to inflit upon him all the manife- 
{tations of his wrath, and to fling into his — 
foul the fharpeft and fevereft reprefentati- 
ons of his difpleafure that might poffibly 
befall him under that bare imputed guilt, 
confidering the dignity of his perfon. And 
_furely this was more terrible ta our Savi- 
our than all his corporal fufferings were: 
under all thofe not one word, no pertur- 
_ bation at all, but as a Sheep - before his 
fhearers is dumb, fo he ‘opened not his | 
mouth: but the fenfe of the difpleafure of 
his Father, and the impreflions that he — 
makes upon his foul, thofe he cannot bear 
without forrow, even unto death, without © 
2 ¢ | 0 3 _» moft 
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moft importunate addreffes to be delivered 
from them, and ‘a moft ftrange concuffion 
and agony upon his foul and body under 
the fenfe of them. And the actual mant- 
feftation of the wrath of God upon his 
Son confifted in thefe two things princi- 
pally. a - fale 
4. Filling his foul with ftrange and 
violent fears and terrors, infomuch that he 
_ ‘Wwasin an amazement and confternation of 
{pirit ; the Paffion-Pfalm renders it, Pfal. 
22.34. My heart. is like wax, it is melted 
in the midft of my bowels: the God of the 
fpirits of all flefbh, that knows bow. to 
grind and bruife the {pirie , did brnife and 
melt his foul within him with terrors, fears , 
= fad pre.apprehenfionsof worfe to fol- 
Ow. can — 7 8 
- @. A fenfible withdrawing, by hafty 
_ and fwift degrees, the light of the prefence 
_ and favour ‘of.God : He is forrowful and 
_ troubled , and he goes to his Father to 
defire it may. pafs from him, but no an- 


{wer s he goes again, but yetnoanfwers . 


atid yet under the preflure and extremity ; 
he goes again the third: time with more 

-earneftnefs, agony, a {weat of blood; yet 

‘no, it cannot bes and this was a terrible 
condition, that the light of the counte- 
_. mance of the Father is removed from. his 
Pig tere ee ee ae dee 
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Son, his only Son, in whom he was well 
pleafed, his Son whom he heard always: 
And when he comes to the Father under 
the greateft obligation that’can be, with 
the greateft reverence, with the greateft 
importunity 5 once, and again, anda third. 
time 5 and that, filled within with fears, 
and covered without with bload 5 and yet 
no anfwer, but all light and accefs and 
favour intercepted, with nothing but 
blacknefs and filence: Certainly this was 
aterrible Cup, yet thus it was with our 
Saviour Chrift; The light of the favour 
of God, like the Sun in anEclipfe, from 
_ thevery inftitution of the Sacrament, be- 
gan to be covered one degree after ano- 
ther; andinthe third addrefs to the Fa- 
ther in the Garden, it waseven quite gone: - 
But at that great hour, when our Saviour | 
cryed My God, my God why baft thou forfaken — 
wee! then both lights, that. greater light 
of the favour of God to his only Son, to-_ 
gether with the light of the Sun, feemed 
to be under a total recefs, or Echipfe; and 
this was that which bruifed the foul of our 
Saviour, and made it an Offering for. 
Sin; and this was that which wrung drops 
of blood from our Saviour'’s body, before 
the Thorns, or. the Whips, or the Nails, or _ 
the Spear, hadtormhis veins, = 
| - — O4 And 
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And now after this third application for. 


a deliverance from this terrible Cup of 


the wrath of God, and yet no difpenfation _ _ 
_ obtained, he seturns to his miferable com- 


forters, the three Difciples; and he finds | 


them the third time afleep: Thefe very 


. three Difciples were once the witnefles of 


a.glorious Transfiguration of our Savi- 
our in the Mount, and in an extafie- of 
joy and fear, they fell oatheir faces, Acatth. 
17. 6. and now they are to be witnefles 


of a fad Transfiguration of their Lord 


under an agony and {weat of blood 5 and 


now under an extafie of forrow they are — 
- not able to. watch with their[Lord ]one 


hour. Our Saviour calls them, but whiles 
they were fcarce awakened, they are 
rouzed bya louderalarm, Matth. 26.47. 


Whiles he yet [pake, Judas, one of the twelue : 


came, and with him agreat multitude, with 
fwords and flaves from the high Priefts, Joh. 
13, 3. mith Lanthorns and Torches: And 
though this was little in comparifon of the 
{torm that was in our Saviour's fouls yet 


{uch an appearance, at fuch atime of the | — 


night, and toa perfon under fuch a fad con- 
dition, could not but be terrible to ficth and 


blood 3 efpecially, if we confider the cir- 
*  gumftances-that attended it. 1. An Apoftle, — 
ne of the twelve, he itis that conducts this 


_ black 
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black Guard, Matth. 25. 47. Whemfoever 
I fhall kifs, that fame is he, hold him faft ; one 
that had been witnefs of all his Miracles, 
heard all his divine Sermons, acquainted 
. with all his retirements; he, whofe feet 
his Mafter with love and tendernefs had 
wafhed , who within a few hours before 
chad fupped with him , at that Supperof 
folemnity and love, the Paffovers this 
is he that is in the head of this crew : 
certainly this had in it an aggravation of 
forrow to our Blefled Saviour, to be be- 
trayed by a Difciple. 2. The manner of 
it, he betrays him by a kifs; an emblem. 
of homage and love is made ufe of to be | 
the fignal of fcorn and contempt, as well 
_as treachery and villany. 3. Again, the 
carriage of his Difciples, full of rafhnef, 
and yet of cowardize; they ftrike aSer- 
vant of the high Prieft, and cut off his 
Bar, Matth. 26.57. which, had not the 
meeknefs and mercy of our Sayiour pre- 
yented by a miraculaus cure, might have — 
added.a blemifh to the fweetnefs and in- 
nocence of his fuffering: He rebukes the 
Rafhnefs of his Difciple, and ‘cures the 
wound of his Enemy : again, of Cowar-— 
dize, Matth.-26. 56. Then all the Difciples 
forfook him and fled 5 and Peter himfelf, that 
but now had profeffed the refolution of 


his 
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‘his love to his Mafter, follows, but a far 
off, AMatth. 26.58. inthe pofture and pro- 
. feflion of a ftranger and a {pedtator. So 
{oon was the love and honour of a Mafter, 
deferved by fo much love, and purity, and 
miracles, loft in the Souls of the. very 

‘Difciples. . . : 
After this he is brought to. the high 
Priefts, the folemn affembly of the then 
- yifible Church of the ews, inthe perfons 
of the greateft reverence and efteem among 
them, the high Priefts, Scribes and -El- 
" ders; and before them accufed, and con- 
vided: of thofe crimes that might render 
him odious to the ‘ews, Romans, and all 
good men, Blafphemy, and by them pro- 
‘nounced worthy. of death, A4atth. 26. 66. 
and after this, expofed to the bafelt ufage 
of the bafeft of their retinue; the Ser- 
-vants’ fpit on him, buffet him, expofe 
him to {corn,, faying ,' Prophefe uxto ws,, 
thou Chrift, who is be that fasote thee, Matth, | 
26. 67. injuries no Iefs tollerable than — 
death to an{ingenuous nature; and, to | 

add to all the reft, Peter inftead of repro- 
ving the infolence of the abjeG@s, and bear- 
ing’ a part. with his Mafter in his inju- — 
ries, thrice denying his Mafter, and that - 
with an oath, and curfing. So far was he 
from owning his Matter in his adverfity , 
a a — | that 


ene aod 
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that he denied he knew him; and this in 
the very prefence of our Saviour, Luk, 
22.61. and the Lord turned and looked upon 
Peters certainly that look of our Saviour,‘ 
as it carried a fecret meflage of a gentle 


reprehenfign, fo alfo of much forrow, and 
grief in our Lord: as if he fhould have 


 faid, Ab Peter, canft thon fee thy Savionr — 


thys ufed, and wilt thounot own me 2-Or if 
thou wilt not, yet wuft thou needs deny me, 
deny me thrice, deny me with Oaths, and with 
Execrations ? The unkindnefs of « Difciple, 
and fuch a Difciple, that hait been privy to 
my Glory in my Transfiguration, and to my 
Agony in the Garden, cuts we deeper than the 
scorns and derifion of thefe abjeds. But 
that's not all, this apoftacy of thine, thefe 
Denials, thefe Oathes, thefe Execrations, will 
lye heavy upon me anon , and add tothat un- | 
fepportable burden that I ams wader 3 the 

Thorns, and the Whips, and the Nailr, that 

I muSt anon fuffer, will be the more enveno- 
med by thefe Sins of thine; and thon caftest 
more Gall into that. bitter Cup, that I am 
drinking , thaw, all the malice of mine ene- . 


_ mies coulddo. In funt, though thou goeft ont, 


and weepelt bitterly, yet thefe Sins of thine 
would ftick, unto thy Soul unto eternity, 
if I foould not bear them for thee5 they cost 


thee 
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_ thee fome tears, but they must cost me my 
blood. _ | | os 
The next morning the high Prieftsand_ . 
Elders hold a fecond confultation, as foon | 
as it was day, Lxk. 22. 66. their malice was |. 
fo follicitous, that they prevent the more. 
ning Sun; and after they had again exa- . 
mined him, and in that Council charged . 
. him with Blafphemy, the Council and “the 
‘whole multitude lead him bound to Pilate 5 
and there they accufe him, and, tomake | 
their accufation the more gracious, charge 
him with Sedition againft the Romans; . 
and though he had no other.advocate bue . 
filesce and innocence, for he anfwered | 
them nothing; yet the Judgeacquits him, - 
Luk. 23.:23. F find no fault inhim; and - 
yet, to fhift hishands of the employment, . 
and to gratifie an adverfary , he fends him . 
to Herod, and his accufers follow him thi-_. 
ther alfo, Zuk, 23. 10. the chief Priefts and. 
Scribes vehemently accufe him: Herod . 
when. he had_-fatisfied his curiofity inthe 
fight of Jefus, to add: to the fcorn of our 
Saviour, expofeth him to the derifion of 
his rude Souldiers, and cloathes him ina 
gorgeous Robe, and remands him to Pilate. 
Thus in triumph and fcorn he is fent from 
place to place: firft. to snxzas; then to 
Oe y  Caiphass 
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Calpbas; then convented before the Coun- 
cil of the Priefts; then fent into the high 
Prieft’s Hall ; then re-convented before the 
Council ; then fent bound to Pilate;. and 
from thence to Herod; and from him back 
_ again to Pilate: and inall thofe tranflations 
~~ from place to place, expofed unto, and en- 
tertained with new {corns, and derifions, 
and contempts. | 
3 At his return to Pilate, he again the fe- _ 
} cond time declares his Innocence; that 
' neither he nor Herod found any thing 
- worthy of death, Lwk 23.15. and yet to 
atifie the Fews, he offers to have him 
! {courged, whom he pronounceth innocent 5 _— 
” yet to avoid the grofs injuftice of a fen- 
, tence of death offers to releafe him, to ob- 
‘ ferve their cuftom 5 but this could not 
t fatisfie: To preferve their cuftom, and 
t yet to fulfill their malice, they choofe the 
+ reprieve of Barabbas a murderer , and im- 
portune the crucifying of the tnnocent 
Jefus; and now the third time Pilate pro- 
nounceth him ionocent, Lvk. 23. 22. and 
yet delivers [ him’) over to be crucified. 
a The Executioners did it to the uttermofts; . 
1) and toadd pain and {corn to his fcourg- 
# Ing, put upon him a Crown of thorns: | 
and in this difguife of blood and con-. 
“ tempt, he brings him forth, thews him 
i Oo | : to 
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to his profecutors, oh. 19. 5. Behold the 
mans asif he fhould have faid, ‘* You fems, 
¢¢that have accufed this man, muft knéw — 
_ YF find no fault in him, yet to fatisfie - 
‘¢ yourimportunity, Ihave delivered him 
“over to the fevereft and vileft punifhment | 
_ © next unto death, Scourging and Scorn ; 
‘here he is, fee what a fpectacle itis, let 
“ this fatisfie yourenvy. But all this will ' 
not ferve , thereis nothing below the vileft 
of deaths can fatisfie 5 allcry out, Crucifie - 
him: and when yet the Judg profeffeth 
he finds nothing worthy of death, they 
impofe a Law of their own; We have a | 
Law , and by our Law he onght to die, becaxfe | 
he made himfelf the Son of God. But when ' 
this rather made the Judg the more cau- | 
tious , they engage him upon his fidelity to . 
Cefar his Mafter: He that maketh himfelf ; 
a King, fpeaketh againft Cefer: But all . 
this was not enough; but at length the - 
importunity of the Priefts and People pre- © 
vailed: and Pilate who had been before — 
warned by the monition of his Wife and 
had thefe feveral times pponounced him > 
innocent , yet againft the conviction of his 
own Confcience , to fatisfie and content 
the fews , adds this farther cruelty and un- 
juftice to what he had before done, gave 
fentence that it fhould be as they required , 

| | | Luke 


of Chrift Crucified. _ 207 


- Luke 23. 24, delivered him over to that 


curfed and fervile death of Crucifixion: 
and yet his perfecutors malice and envy not 


- fatisfied 5 but, after his judgment, purfue the 


execution of it with as great malice, fcorn, — 


- and cruelty, as they had before ufed in ob- 
- taining it: His Crown of thorns upon his 


. Head 5 a Purple Robe upon his Body 5 the - 
Blood of his fcourging and thorns all co- 


. vering his vifage; a Reed in his right hand; 


- and the bafe and infolent multitude with 


, {pittings, and ftrokes, and reproaches, 


_ abufing him, till his Crofs be ready: and. 


: my at OE (= 


then the purple Robeis takenoff, and he 
coridu@ed. to the place of his Executions 
and, to add torment to his fhame, our 
Bleffed Lord, wearied' with an Agony and 
Jong watching the night before ; and from 


. thecime of his apprehending hurried from 
_ place to place; and his blood and {pirits 
_ fpent with the fcourging, and thorns, 
, and blows; and, which is more than alf 
| this, a foul within laden with a weight | 
_ of forrow , andthe burden of the wrath 
_ of God, which did diink up and con- 


fume his Spirits: yet, in this condition, - 


he is fainto bear his burdenfom Crofs to- 
wards the place of his Execution ,. fobs 
19. 17. till he was able to carry it no 
longer, but even fainted under it 5 08 
| . | then 
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_ then Simon of Cyrene 1s compelled to bear it 
tothe place. 

When he comes to the place of execu- 
tion, he is ftript ftark naked; and _his 
cloaths afterwards divided by lot among 
the Soldiers, Mat. 27. 35. and his na- 
ked. body ftretched upon the Crojs to the 
uttermoft extenfion of it, Pf2i. 22. 17. 
I may tell all my bones , they look and ftaré 
spon me: and at the uttermoft extenfion , 
which the cruel Executioners could make 
of our Saviour’s body , his hands and his 
feet nailed tothat Crofs, with great Nailes 
through thofe tender parts full of nerves 
and arteries , and moft exquilitely fenfible 
of pain. And in this condition the -Crofs 
- with our Saviour'’s body is raifed up in — 

the view of alls and, that evenin this his — 
execution, that the fhame and ignominy 
~ of the-manner of his death might have a 
farther acceffion of {corn and tfeproach , 
he is placed between two Thieves, that: 
were Crucified with him, with an Ins ° 
- {cription of derifion upon his. Crofs ; in 
all the moft univerfal Languages of the © 
World, Hebrew , Greek, and Latin; and 
the people and _Priefts ttanding by with 
_ geftures and wordsof dertfton, Aatth. 27. 

39, 43- and, even toa letter, affuming 
_ thofe very geftures and werds, which were 


~ 
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fo many hundreds of years predidted in the 
Paflion-Pfalm 22.78: He trufted in God, let 
him deliver him, if he will’have him; and 
one of thofe very Thieves, ‘that was even 
dying as a malefactor, yet was filled with 
fuch a devilifh {pirit; thar he upbraids and | 
derides him: | a ) 

And now our Saviour is under tlie tor- 


' ments,and (hame of this curfed execution : 
- but, though thefe his fufferingsofhisbody ~ 


and outward man, were very gtievous, in 
fo much that it could not but extremely 
afflict him 5 yet it is {trange to fee how 
little he was tranfported under them, ia 
all his contumelies, reproaches and accufa- 
tions, {carce a word anfwered ¢ He anfwered 
them nothing in all his abufings, ftrokes, — 
ridiculous Garments, Crown of Thorns, 
tearing of his Body with fcourging; yet 
not a word; but, <As 4 fheép before the 
hearers is dumb, fo he opened not his month; 
Tfai. 53.7. inall his rackings upon the 
Crofs, and nailing of his limbs to it, and 
all the anguifh that, for the fpace of fix 


‘hours, from the third hour, wheretn he 


was crucified, Afar.15.25. until the ninth | 
hour, wherein he gave up the gholt, Aretth. 
27.46. not a word of complaint; but he 
refufed thofe very fupplyes which: were . 
ufually given to fupprefs thé violence ‘al 
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- the pain, vinegar and gall. Matth. 27. 34. | 


But when we come to the Afflidtions of 
his Soul, they were of a higher dimenfion 
in. the Garden when’no other ftorm was 
upon him, but what was within him: He 
falls down upon his face and prays; and 
agains and a third time; and is ama- 
zed, and forrowful to death ; and {weats 
drops of blood : and doubtlefs whiles he 
was under the reproaches, and buffetings, 
and whippings, and thorns; he was not 


| 
| 
| 
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without a terrible and confufed fadnefs ) 


and heavinefs within, which though they 


did not mitigate the torments of his body, 
yet they did infinitely exceed them. The 
Spirit and the Soul is moft exquifitely fen- 


fible, and it is that which feels the pains — 


inflicted upon the body. Certainly there- 


+ fore the wound of the Spirit it felf, the 
_ fountain of fenfe, muft needs be exceedingly 


grievous : And hence it was, that though 
all the ‘injuries and torments of our Sa- 
viour could fcarce wring a complaint from 


him, yet the weight of that wrath that 
~ Jay- upon his Soul, now made an offering 
for fin, did wring from him thofe bitter 


and terrible cryes, that one would wonder 


{hould proceed from him, that was One 
with the Father 5 Adatth. 27. 46. My God, 
my God why haft thon forfaken me? F = 
; | | the 
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the fixth ‘hour to the ninth darknefs was |’ 


over all the land, Asatth. 27. 45. fuch a 
darknefs as bred an aftonifhment even in 
{trangers and other Countries. The dark- 
nefs of the World, though a fuitable drefs - 


_-' for fach a time wherein the Son of God 
| muft dye, and the Sun of Righteoufnefs 


be eclipfed; yet it was nothing in compa- 
rifon of that difmal thadow, that covered 


our Saviour’s Soul all this time. About 
the ninth hour our Saviour cryed that 
bitter cry, 24 God, myGod why haft thou 


| for faken me ¢ manifefting the depth of his © 


forrow, and the perfect fenfé he had of it; 
Why haft thon for faken me ? more could not | 
have been fuffered or been {aid 3 every word. 
carries in it an accent of horror. . “ Thon, 
‘‘ that art the great God, from whom, and — 
“in whom every thing hath its being and 


“comfort 5 furely-if:in thy prefence 1s ful- 


“ nels of joy, in thy withdrawings muft 
“* be fulnefs of horror, and confufion ; and 
“ yet it 1s thou that haft forfaken me, Fors 
“* faken « Hadft thou never been with me, 
“as I had not known the bleffednefs of 
“thy fruition, -fo I could not have mea- : 


* fured the extremity of my lofs;theexcefs _ 


** of the happine(s that I had in thy prefence, 

“adds to the excefs of my mifery in the _ 

** fuffering of thy abfence. Forfaken me f 
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“not withdrawn thy felfto a diftance, but 
“ forfaken me; and forfaken me at fuch 
‘a time as this, when I ftand more in 


“* need of thy prefencé than ever; when 


** am forfaken of my Countrey-men, of my 
“ Kindred, of my Difciples : then to be 
** forfaken of thee, when I am under the 
*¢ (hame, and pains of a cruel, and a curfed 
** death; under the fcorns, and derifions of 
— “ thofe that hate me; under the weight, 
** and preffure of all the fins of the worlds 
‘under the ftruglings with terrors in my 
* Soul, fene from thy mighty hands under 


“ the vifible approach of Death, the King — 


** of Terrors ; under a vail of darknefs with- 
*‘out, and the feeming triumph of the 
~ power of darknefs within; then to be 
** forfaken, and forfaken of thee, whom I 
- “* had only left to be my fupport. For fakex 
“ Me + It is. not a ftranger that thou for- 


** fakeft 5 it is thy Sons thy only Son; in - 


_ “ whom thou didft heretofore proclaim thy 
* felf well pleafed : that Son whom though 
*“ thou now forfakeft, yet forgets not his 
“duty unto thee, nor dependance upon 
“ thee; but ftill layes hold on-thee : and 
* though thou fhakeft me off,. yet I muft 
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* fill, [call] upon thee, withthe humble  - 


** confidence of My God, My God ftill. why 
“ baft thon for fakea me ¢ To be forfaken,and 
: ae 4 . to 
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* to be forfaken of God, of my God ; ofhim 

“ that is not only my God, but my Father; 

“* and that at fuch a time; and yet not to 

‘* know: why. Oh bleffed Saviour, the Pro- — 

phets that {fpake by thy own Spirit ‘did tell 
thee why : and that very Plalm,out of which 
thou takeft this bitter cry, doth tell thee 
why : and thou thy felf within fome few 
days, orhours before, didfttell us why ; and 
doft thou now ask why ? Didft thou not 
choofe even that which thou now groaneft 
under; and ‘wert willing to put thy Soul 
in our Souls ftead, and bear the fin of thofe 
which are now thy burden ? Certainly 
we may, with all humility and reverence 
conceive, that at the time of this bitter 
cry, our Saviour's Soul was, for the pre- 
fent, .over-fhadowed with fo much, afto- 
nifhment and forrow, that it did for the — 
prefent over-power and cover the actual | 
and diftin& fenfe of the reafon of it 5 at 
leaft in that meafure and degree in which» 
he fuffered. Thiscry of our Saviour was 
about the ninth hour, a little before his — 
death 5 and having fulfilled one Prophecy 
in this terrible cry, contained in the very 
words of Pfal.22. he fulfills another; he — 
faith, I chirft, Fos. 19. 28. and prefently — 
they give him vinegar to drink. And 
between this and his death there intervene 
- PB thefe 
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thefe paffages : 1. His proclaiming to the 
world, that the work of our Redemption 
was finifhed 3 Fob. 19.30. When:he received 
the vinegar, he faid, It is finifbed. 2. A 


fecond cry with a loud voice, Afatth. 27. 
50. the words are not expreffed .of his fe- | 


cond cry; only both Evangelifts, Azaé- 


thew and Lywke, teftifie it wasacry witha: 


, loud voice; to evidence to the world that, 
in the very article of his giving up of the 
ghoft,the {trength of nature was not wholly 
{pent,for he cryed with aloud voice. 3. The 


comfortable refignation of his Soul untothe | 


hands of his Fathen, Lak. 23. 46. Father, 
into thy bands I commend my Spirit ; Aad 
although but even now the black ftorm 
was upon his Soul, that made him cry 
out with that loud and bitter cry, yet the 
cloud is over; and with comfort he deli- 
vers up his Soul into the hands of that God, 
whom he thought, but even now, had 


forfaken him. It is more than probable 


that that bitter cry was uttered at the very 
Zenith of all his pains, and when he had 
_ taken the vinegar, and proclaimed that it 
» is finifhed 5 though they were all wrapt up 
ina very {mall time, about the end of the 
_ninth hour, yet now there remained no 
more, but for him to give up his Spirit, 
which he inftantly thereupon did, Fod, 
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19. 30. He faid, It is finifhed, he bowed the 
head, and gave up the ghoft. Now the things 
wonderfully obfervable in the death of our 


Saviouraremany. 1. Thatit wasavolun- = 


tary delivering up of his Spirit : this is that 
which he faid, Azatth. 10.18... No man ta- 
heth it from me, but I layit down: Ihave 


power to lay it down, and F have power to 


take it again : this Commandment have Ire- 
ceived of my Father. And truly this volun — 
tary- delivering up of his Soul, was well 
near as great an evidence of his Divinity, — 
as his refuming it again : fo that this very 
delivering up of his Soul converted the 
Centurion, Afar. 15. 39.. When he faw that 


_ he fo cryed and gave up the ghoft, be faid, 


Truly this man was the Son of God. Now 
that he thus voluntarily gave up his Spirie 
is evident; 1. By the ftrength of Nature, 
that was yet upon him, 1n the very article 


of his death, he cryed witha loud voicer 


4. That the.Thieves, who were Crucified | 
at the fame time, died not-till there was 
a farther violence ufed by breaking their _ 
legs, Fob, 19.32. [but] he expired to pree 
vent the violence of the Souldiers, and to 
fulfill the type and prophecy; Not a2 boxe 
of him fhall be broken, Joh. 19.36. 3. That 
the fuddennefs of his death caufed admi- 


_yation in thofe, that well knew the lingring 
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 eourfe of fuch a Death’; in the Centurion, 


Mar.15.39. in Pilate, Mar.15.44. which | 


might probably be the caufe that the info- 
lent Souldier, to fecure the affuranee of 
his Death, pierced his fide with a {pear, 


Fob.19.34. and thereby fulfilled thatother . 
Scripture which he never thought of, Joh. 


Now the monderful occurrences that ac- 
companied our Saviour's death were very 
many, and confiderable. ::1. A ftrange, and 


particular fulfilling of the Prophecies, and 


Types, that were concerning our Saviour 


death, and thevery individual circumftances — 
that attended it; and all to confirm our — 
Faith, that this was indeed the Meffias, and ~ 


_ that he was thns delivered over to death, by 


the moft certain and pre-determinate Cqun- — 


fel of God : The Fime of his Death fo ex: 


_.. aly predided by Dawiel, ch.g. v. 25, 26: 


the parallel circumftances with the Pafchal 
Ife | Lamb, in the Nature of him, 2 
MW" 33°T 1 amb without {pot, Exod. 12. 5. 
in the time of his delivery over to Death, 


at the Feaft of the Paffover, and the very © 
evening wherein the Paflover was to be 
eaten : In the Manner of his Objation, 


not. a bone tobe broken,’ Exod. 12. 44. 
_ again, thé Manner of his Death, by piercing 
his hands and his feet, P/al. 22.14. the 
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~ 


yd, unl 


of Chrift Crucified. al7 

very Words ufed by him, P/a/. 22.1. Matth. 
27. 46. the Words ufed of him, Pf2/. 22.8. 
| Matth. 27. 43. the crucifying of him be- 
tween Malefactors, Z/a. 53.12. the Whip- 
- pings, Z/a. 53.5. the dividing of his Gar- 
ments, and cafting Lots upon his Vefture, 
Pfal.22..18. the chirft of our Saviour up- 
on the Crofs 5 and the giving him Vinegar 
andGall, Pfal.69.2%. © 3. | 
2. A ftrange and miraculous Coxcuffion 

of Nature, giving teftimony to the won- 
derful; and unheard of diffolution of our 
Savionr's Body and Soul; Darknefs from 
the fixth hour until the ninth hour. And 
it is obfervable in the night wherein he 
‘was born, by a miraculous light the night 
became as day, L#k. 2. 9. but at his death, 
a miraculous darknefs turned the day in- 
to night for three hours; AZatth..27..45+ 
at his birth, a New Star was Created to 
be the Lamp and Guide unto the placée-of 
his Birth, Aatth. 2.9. but at his Death, 
the Sun in the firmament was masked with 
darknefs, and yielded not his light, while 
the Lord of Life was paffling into the vail 
of Death. * Again, another prodigy that 
accompanied the death of Chrift' was an 
_ Earthquake, that rent the. Rocks, and 
opened the Graves, and ftrake amazement 
and convidion into the Centurion, that 
a | was 
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wes watching him, Aatth. 27. 52, 53, 54. 
When our Saviour was entring into the 
earth by death, the earth trembled 5 and 
fo it did whea he was coming out of it by 
his Refurrection, Avatth. 28. 2. 

~g. Again; the Graves were opened, and. 
the dead bodies of the Saints arofe : As the 
touch of the bones of Elifha caufed a kind 
_of refurreQion, 2 Kings 13. 21. fo our Sa- 


viours body, new fallen to the earth, did |: 


give a kind of particular refurrection to 
the Saints bodies, to teftifie that by his 


death he had healed the deadlinefs of the. 


- Grave, and that the fatisfaCtion for Sin was 
' accomplifhed, when Death, the wages of 
Sin, was thus Conquered. ~ 
| 4 Again, the Vailofthe Temple was Rent 
intwain from the topto the bottom, Afatth. 
27.57. Fhe Vail was that, which.divided 


_ the moft holy place from the reft of the 


Fabernacle, Exod. 26. 33. and in that moft 
Holy. place were contained the myfterious 


Types, the Ark of the Covenant, and the, 


Mercy-Seats and within this Vail only the 
high Prieft entred once,a year, when he 
made an atonement for the People, and for 
the Tabernacle, Levit. 16.33. Heb. 9. 7: 
and now at our Saviour’s death, this vail 
‘was rent, from the top to the bottoms and 
it ¢mported divers very great sa gd 
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1. That now our great High Prieft was 


entring into the moft holy, with his own 
blood, having thereby. made the atonement 


for us; Heb. 9.12. By. his own bload,heentred: 


eternal redemption for wus. 2.Thatthe Means, 


once into. the moft haly place, having obtained: 


whereby. he entred into the moft-hely-place, - 


was hy the Reading: of his Humanity, his 
Soul from his Body, typified hy the rending: 
of that vail; and therefore his fleth, thatis, 
his whole Humane Nature, was the vail, 
Heb.1:0.20.Con fecrated throughthevatl phat 


is, his flefh. 3. Fiat now by the death of 
-Chrift all thofe dark. Myfteries vailed up 


formerly in the moft. holy, the Ark. of the 
Covenant, and the Mercy-Seat, are now, 


rendced. open, and their Myfteries unfolded, — 
Chrift, the Mediater of the Covenant, . 


and the Seat of Mercy and Accepgation, 


— unto all believers founded, and feased: upon 


him, and thereby that Life. aad Imnotta- 
lity, which was wrapt up in the myftertes 


' of the Old Covenant, and yet thofe my- 


fteries vailed, and. inclofed up, waithia the 
vail, is now brought to light through the 


Gofpel, 2 Tim. 1. £0, aad. the Vail rent in 


twain, that as well the meaning of thofe 
myfteries and types-under the Law is dif: 
covered. 4, That now the ufe of the Ce- 


-Femonial Law is at an end, the greases 
_* we = | — and. 
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and moft facred myftery of the Tabernacle, 
and indeed of the whole Ceremonial Law, | 
was this that was within the Vail, the 
moft Holy Place, wherein were the moft 
Holy and Revered Mytfteries, the Ark and 
the Mercy-Seat : But.now the Vail is rent, 
the ufe abolifhed, the Covenant of the 
People is given; the Body of Chrift, typi- 
fied by the Temple, feparated, and fo the — 
ufe of the other Temple, Tabernacle and 
the holy Placés, Veffels, Inftruments there- — 
of ceafed. 5. That now the Kingdom of 
Heaven, the moft Holy Place, is open 
unto all Believers ; Chrift our High Prieft 
is entred in with his own bloed, and hath 
not clofed the vail after him, but. rent 1¢ in 
funder, and made and left a paflage for all 
believers to follow him, with our prayers. 
and accefs to the Glorious God, and here- 
after in our perfons; Heb.16.19, 20. Ha- 
ving therefore boldnefs to enter into the Ho- 
lieft, by the blood of Fefus, by a wew aud | 
living way, which he hath con fecrated for ws, 
through the vail, that is to fay, his flefbs 
Met us draw near with atrue heart. 
_ ° And now we have gone thus far with 
our Lord unto his Death, we fhall follow 
him to bis Grave. ‘fofeph of Arimzthea, 
__ having an honourable mention by all four 
Evangelilts, Atetth, 27.57. a Rich-Man, | 
a x and 
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and Jefus Difciple 5 Azer. 15. 43. an hono- 
rable Counfellor, who waited for the King- 
dom of God; L#k. 23. 50. a Counfel- 
lor, a Good Man anda Juft, who had 
not.confented to the counfel or deed of the - 
Fews, and-waited for the Kingdom of God 5 
Fob.19.38.a Difciple of Chrift, but fecretly 
for fear of the Fews : this Man manifefted 
his Faith, and Love to his Mafter, when 
he was in his loweft condition; goes to 
Pilate boldly, and begs his Saviour’s Body 5 
he wraps it in a clean linnen cloth, laid it 
in a Tomb provided for-himfelf, and 
hewed out of the Rock, and rolled a-great 
{tone upon the doorof the Sepulchre. And 
as by his death with: the malefactors, fo 
by his burial in this rich man’s Sepulchre, 
he fulfilled both parts of the Prophecy, Z/a. 
53-9. He made bis grave with the wicked, 
and withthe rich in his death... The high — 
Priefts continued their malice, and their 


_ jealoufie, even againft the dead body of our 


Saviour; and, to fecure themftlves againf{t 
the fufpicion of his Refurrection the chird 
day, take order for making the Sepulchre 


‘fare, till the third day was paft, Afat.27.60. 


they feal the ftone.and-fet a watch. And 
it is very Obfervable , how the Almighty 


-Counfel of God made ufe of the very ma- 


lice and jealoufie of thefe People, for the 
| | con- 
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confirming of his own-truth, Chrift’s Re- |; 
{urreGion, and our Faith; their malicious 
and curious induftry, ‘to, prevent the pof- 
fibility of a fictitious RefurreGion, abun- 
dantly and uncontrollably convincing the; 
reality of our Saviour’s death, and true: 
RefurreGtion. He is laid in:‘the Grave the 

evening of the day wherein he fuffered; - 
a Stone rolled upon the mouth of the , 
Grave, fuch as required a confiderable ; 
{trength to remove it, infomuch that the - 
women that came the firft day of the week 
to embalm the body, ‘were in a great diffi- 
culty how it fhould be removed § Aéar. 
16. 3. for it was a great {tone AMatth. 27. ': 
6o. and this ftone Sealed : and,.asif all - 
this were toolittle,and the bonds of Death |. 
and the ‘Grave weretoo weak , they add : 
a Watch of Souldiess to fecure the body, :; 
Matth. 27. 66. And -here-we leave for ; 
_a while our Saviour’s body iaterred with, 
Spices, Fob. 19.39. in a new Sepulchre, 
wherein never before any lay, Fob. 19.41. 
_hewen out of a rock:in the Garden, Fob. | 
19.42. that as in the Garden, Death at firft 
laid-hald:of the firft .4dé,'{oin the Gar- 
den the fecond Adese-undergoes ‘the {tate 


: _ of Death, and gains the Victory over the 


Grave ; hisagony in a-Garden, and hts to- 
‘termentina Garden; his Body refts.in the 
a. | - _ Grave, 
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_ Grave, and his Soul tranflated into Para- 


dife; for fo he witneffed of himfelf, This day 
thon fhalt be with me in Paradife : Luk: 23. 
43. For at the inftant of his diffolution 
our Satisfaction was made ;. and the work - 


_ of our Redemption, fo far as it depended - 


upon his fuffering, finifhed : So that had 
it not been for a witnefs of the reality and » 
truth of his Death, and of the power and 
reality of his Refurrection, and the fulfil- 
ling of the Decree of God, manifefted in 
the Scriptures, he might have reaffumed 
Life 1n the next inftant after his Death = 


_-Forthe debt tothe Juftice of God was fully 
- fatisfied, and hits continuance in the Grave 


until the third day, was not by the power 
of Death,which he vanquifhed tn the inftant 
of his diffolution, but a voluntary fubje- 
Cting of himfelf unto that ftate, for the 


‘{trengthening of our Paith, and the fulfil- 


ling of the Scriptures. | 
And now we come to the Confideration 
of the Re farrection of our Lord ; .by which 
he was declared to be the Son. of God with 
Power; andby which the fulnefs and com- 


pleatnefs of our Redemption by him, is. 
abundantly manifefted. Hechofe that Time 
‘to dye, when the Paffover: was flain; that 


time wherein. Adam was Created, thefixth 


- day of the week at even. He chofe that 


time 
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time for his body to reft in the Grave, and 
for his Soul to reft in Paradife, wherein. 
his Father refted from all the great work 
of the Creation; the feventh day. of the 
~ weeks and he chofe that day to rife again, 
which his Father chofe to begin the Crea- 
tion, the firft day of the week; that the 
fame day might bear the infcription of the 
‘Creation and of the RefurreCtion of. the 
~ World: and that as in:that day the Lord 
God brought Light out of Darknefs, fo this 
 Lighr, the Light that enlightneth every 

Man that comes into the world fhould 

-arife from the Land of darknefs, the Grave: 

This is the day that the Lord hath made, 
det us be glad and rejoyce therein. The Time 


of the Day. wherein our Lord arofe, | | 


‘was very early in the morning of the firft 
day cf the week, as it began to dawn, 
-Matth. 21.1. while it was yet-dark, or 
fcarcely full light ,. fos.17.1. And the 
Manner of it was full of wonder and afto- 
nifbment. An Angel from Heaven comes 
down to draw the curtain of our Savi- 
our’s. Grave, and with an Earthquake — 
rolls away. the ftone that covered it; the 
Keepers, who had watchfully obferved 
the command of their Commanders, were 
ftricken with aftonifhment, and became 
as dead, Asatth. 28. 2, 3, 4. . Our Lord 
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who had power to lay down his life, and 
power totake it upagain, Foh. 10. 17. re- 
affumes his body, which though it had 
tafted death, yet had not feen corruption, 
and arifeth, and thereby proclaimed the 
completing of our Redemption; and there- 
fore not poflible he fhould be longerholden 
of it, Ads 2. 24. his vidory over death 
and the grave for us, 1 Cor. 15. When 
our Lord raifed up Lazergs, he came forth 


of the grave bound hand and foot with. — 


grave-cloaths, Fob. 11. 44. though he was 
for the prefent refcued from death by: the 
power of Chrift, yet he muft ftill be a 


fubject to it: he is revived, but yet rifeth — 


with the bonds of death abotit him; he 
muft die again: But when our Lord rifeth, 
he thakes off his grave-cloaths 5 the linnen 
that wrapped his body in one place, and 
the linnen that bound his head in another, 
Fob. 20. 6, 7. Our Lord being rifen, dieth 
no more; death hathno more power over 
Him. Rom. 6.9. 


- And thus we have confidered the Hi- | 
ftory of Chrift’s Paflion and Refurrection, 


the firft and fecond general Confideration: 
Who it was that fuffeted; and What it 
was he fuffered. The Third Confider ation 
follows. _ 


3. From whom he faffered all thefe things; 
| : Q the 
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the confideration of which doth highly 
advance the Sufferings of Chrift. 1. He 
fuffered this. from the hands of his Own 
Father; it was he, that bruifed him, put 
him to grief, made his foul an Offering for 
Sin, Zfa. 53. 10. it was he, that reached 
him out this bitter cup to drink, Joh. 
18.11. The cup which my Father hath given 
me, foall I not drink? It was he, that 
bound that burden fo clofe upon him, that 
made him fweat great drops of blood in 
the garden, and though thrice importu- 
ned for a difpenfation from it, yet would 
not grant it: it was he, that, when the 
greate(t extremity of pain and forrow lay 
upon him, to add thereunto, withdrew 
the fenfe of his prefence from ‘him, which 
wrung from him that bitter cry, 4% God, 
_ wy God, why haft thou forfaken me? The 
injuries of an Enemy are eafiy born, but. 
_ the forfakings of a Father are intolerable. — 
2. The immediate Inftruments and Con- 
triversof his fufferings, were fuch as had 
a nearnefs or relation to him; people of 
the fame Nation, and his kiofmen accord- 
ing to the flefh; the feed of sbraham; 
people of his own Religion; that worthip- 
_ pedthe fame God; acknowledged the fame 
Scripture; the vifible Church of Gods and. 
chief reprefentatives of that Church ; moft 
-_ eminent 
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eminent in place, reputation, and pretence - 
of holinefs; the chief Priefts, and Elders, 
and Scribes: people that he had never in- 


jured in his lifes; but obliged them with 


his many miraculous cures, his. precious - 
and heavenly inftructions , his tendereft 
and deareft love and compaflion: That 
very Fernfalem, which he wept over, and 
would have gathered as a Hen gathereth 
her Chicken under her wings, is now that 
brood that feeks the deftruction of him, 


that came to fave them; and in that vile | 


competition offered to them between their’ 
Redeemer and a murderer, chofe rather 


to fave a malefactor, and to deliver their - 


innocent and merciful Saviour: And thefe | 
were they that, beyond the examples even 
of common humanity, purfued their Kinf- - 
man, their Benefactor, their Redeemer . 
with fuch exa& bitternefs, and malice, 
and {corn, and cruelty, that as it feemed 


barbarous to the heathen Judge, fo it hath 


out-gone the practice of the heathenith 
Tyrants: Pfal.55. 12. It was vot an enemy 
that reproached me, then could I have born 
it, but it was thou, mine acquaintance. 
4. Let us confider How he fuffered all thefe 
things; and this doth iatinitely advance 
the Excellence and Value of his Suffering. 
1. He Suffered Innocently 3 Ifa. 53. 9. he. 
| Q 2 had 
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had done no violence, neither was any deceit — 
in his mouth, yet it plea fed the Lord to bruife 
him: 2.Cor. 5. 21.he made hiu to be fix’ 
for ws,who knew no fin: the companions of 
his fuffering juftifie him, Lvk. 23. 41. We 


indeed juftly, but this man hath done xo- — | 


thing amifs: his Perfecutors juftifie him; _ 
and yet their malice re{ted not, butfoughte 
out falfe witnefs againft him, Aath. 26.60. 
and whenthey themfelves were convinced 
of their own injuftice, in profecution of - 


an innocent, yet what they could not — 


avouch upon the account of juftice, they 
do upon the point of expediences; Foh.18. 
14. Caiaphas gives them counfel, that it 
was expedient that one fhould die for the 
people: Judas that betrayed him, juftified — 
him; Matth. 24. 4.1 have finned, in that 
I have betrayed the innocent blood: his 
Judge acquits him; and in a fignal teftimony 
of his judgment, Atatth. 27.24. He took 
water, and wafhed his hands before the mul- 
titude, faying, I am innocent of the blood of 
this juft perfons and yet though, in tefti- 
mony of the fatisfation of his judgment, 
he wafheth his hands in water before them, 
_ yet he condemns the perfon that he ac- 
quits, and ftains thofe hands in the blood 
of our Lord, whom yet he pronounceth 
wanocent. And this Innocence of our Sa- 
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viour was not only a Negative Innocence, 
an abfence of guilt, but a Pofitive Inno- 
cence; he fuffered that had not only done 
no ill, but that had done nothing but 
good: he healed their fick, cured their 
lame, their blind, their deaf, their lepers, 
caft out their Devils, and,* which was 
more than all this, fhewed them the way 
to Eternal Life, to the faving of the Souls 
of many, andthe convincing of the Con- 
feiences of all that heard him, Foh. 7. 46. 
Never man fpake like this man: And well 
might he ask as once he did, upon ano- 
ther occafion, For which of all my good 
works do ye ftoneme, do ye crucifie me? 
“‘ Blefled Lord, they crucifie thee for all 
“thy good works: if thou‘had{t been 
* guilty, poflibly thou mighteft have been 
**{pared in the ftead of Barabbass nay if 
* thou had{t been only innocent, it 1s pof- 
“fiblethy perfecutors might not have been 
‘altogether fo violent againft thee: but 
“thou fuffered{t for the very good thau 
 diddeft; it was not only an act of inju- 
“‘ftice that {pared not thy innocence, but - 
“an improvement of envy that did ma- 
“lign thy very goodnefs. Asatth. 27. 18. 
For he knew that for euvy they had delive- 
red hin. 2. 

2. He fuffered all Patiently; Ifa. 53.7. - 

_ 3 He 


> 
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He was oppreffed, and he was afflicted, yet he 


opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb 
to the flanghter; and as a fheep before her 
frearer is dumb, fo he openeth uot bis mouth: 
Betrayed by his Difciples, hurried away by 
the black guard that apprehended him, re- 
proached and vilified by the high Priefts 
and Elders, forfaken and denied by his fol- 
lowers, {tricken, {pit upon, and bafely inju- 
red by the abjects in the high Priefts Hall, — - 
~ derided by Herod, infulted upon by Pilate; : 
Knoweft thou not that I have powertocon- : 
demn thee? whipt, cloathed in {corn with 
Purple, and Crowned with a Crown of 
Thorns,and in that difguife faluted in {corn 
with Hail King of the Jews: forced to bear 
his burdenfom Crofs, which muft after- 
wards bear him; and then, as one of the 
bafeft of men and vileft of malefactors, 
nailed to the Crofs with moft exquifite 
torments and then, by one of his compa- 
nions in death, by the general rabble that 
' were about, [ him, ] by the fuperftitious © 
Scribesand Elders, reproached as a blafphe- 
mer, as an impoftor: and yet in the midft 
of all ‘this ufage, fcarce a word fpoken, 
and thofe thathe fpake, not favouring of 
any impatience, or complaint againft his 
perfecutors, but full of mildnefs, gentle- 
ne{s, fweetnefs, goodnefs, and whiles his 
tg eS eee = : pere 
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perfecutors are bufie in revilings and tor- 
mentings,he asinduftrious to pray for thems 


| Luk, 23. 34. Father, forgive them, they | 
| know not what they do. : 


_ 3. Which is yet a higher ftep, he fuf- 
fered all this Wilingly and Cheerfully : Joh. 
10.18. No man taketh my life from me, but 
I lay it down of my felfs Luk. 12.50. F have 
a baptifm to be baptized with, and how am I 


firaitned till it be fulfilled? and this willing- 
‘nefs of our Lord’s fuffering appears in thefe 


particulars: 1.In that when he had power 
to prevent it, and to refcue himfelf from 
the enfolence of his perfecutors, yet he 


ufeth it not: one Angel armed by commif-. 


fion from God in one night deftroyed a 


yatt Army of the A/fyrians 5 and upon the 


defire of our Lord no lefs than twelve le- 
gions were ready for his Guard: but yet 
this muft not be; How then fhall the Scri- - 
ptures be felfilled ? Mat.27.53,54. When 
thecompany that were fent to apprehend 
him heard thofe words, F am he, they 


went backward and fell tothe ground, 7od. 


18.6. the fame power by which they fell, 
could haye fo bound them never to have 
rifen again; butour Lord, though he ma- 
nifefted this power to evidence his Divi- 
nity, yet he ufeth it not fo far as to im- 
pede his Pafflion; and, as it were, refumes 
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and calls back that manifeftation of his 
Deity, left 1t might be a means to inter- 
rupt the fervice which he was about to 


perform for mankind. He asked them again, 


whom feck ye? 2.1n that he corrects and 


checks ali things that might be either an |: 
impediment of his paflion, or.that might, — |. 
_ in the leaft degree, betray an unwilling- 


nefs for him to undergo it. Doubtlefs there 
was an adequate reprefentation unto him 


- of the dreadfulnefs of that conflid& he was 


to undergo with the wrath of God, and 
yet upon all occafions he corrects that fear © 
and thofe fad apprehenfions which caufed 
his humane nature to fhrink at its Fob.12. 
27. Father fave we from this hour, but for . 
this caufe came Ito this hour, Mat. 26.39. | 
Father, if it be poffible, let this cup pafs from — 


mes nevertheless wot as Iwill, but as thor 


wilt: That even whiles the infirmity of 
his humane nature ftarted at the apprehen- 
fion of what he was to fuffer, and prayed, 
again{t. it, yet the freenefs and purity of 


Ais obedience carried [ him ] on toit, and 


ae: 


made him, as it were, un-pray what he 
had before prayed: And though his’ foul 
{tartled at the difcovery of. that difmal vale 


‘that he was-now to pafs through, yet his 
Jove to mankind and his refolution of 
. obedience to his Father's will carried [him ] 


Cpr 


on 


ene nga — e e -— 


on with willingnefs to fuffer that which 
he [was] troubled to fee: again, how 
doth he check all impediments to his fuf- 


fering; he forefeeth fhame and pain, he _ - 


arms himfelf againft both, Heb. 12. 2. with 
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- patience again{t the latter, he endured the | 


Crofs; with refolution againft the former, 
he defpifed the fhame: again, when Peter 
began to play the Politician in advifing our 
Lord to decline his fuffering, how feverely 
doth he take him up? Get.thee behind mes 
the cup which my Father hath given me to 


drink, fhall Inot drinkit 2 again,whenthe © 


forward zeal of the Difciple drew his 
Sword, and cut off a Servant of the high 


Prieft’s Ear, our Lord checks the affailant, . 
and curesthe wound; left anythingfhould — 
setard the execution of that thing for 
_ which he came into the world, or import: 
the leaft argument of backwardnefs ia him © 


toundergo it. Afat. 26.52. fob.18.11. It 
is very obfervable to fee how Pilate was 
ready to fluctuate upon every occafion, 


. . and (hifted from place to place, and from 


point to point, to decline the condemna- 
tion of our Lord; when he anfwered him 


nothing, he marvelled, and was ata ftand 
upon his filence, A/atth. 27. 14. when he 


heard his accufation tobe, becaufehemade | 


himfelf the Son of God, he was the more 
, | afraids 
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fered deferved it zot : The expreffions of 
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afraid; ‘fob. 19. 8. he had fecret checks 


from his own Confcience, aad weighty 


advertifementsfrom his Wife, that doubt- | . 
lefs did put him to a great perplexity of 
~ mind, which was {carcely conquerable by _ 


the importunity of the Jews : And, if in 


the midft of this unrefolvednefs and hefi- : | 


tancy of mind, our Saviour fhould in any 
one an{wer of his [ have ] fent forth that 
majefty and ftrength of conviction, that 
he could eafily, and upon former occafions 


_ had done, certainly the Fews muft have 
expected the coming of another deputy to 
have been the executioner of this purpofe : 


But our Lord was fo far from declining this 
great work of our Redemption by his 


_ blood, that he feems purpofely to decline 


that majefty of {peech,wherewith he-could 


have confounded his Judge; and either - | 


anfwered him with filence, or with fuch 
expreflions, as might not too much affright 


him from. the proceeding in that fad em- © | 
ployment; Foh.19.11. Thoucouldft haveno 


power at all againft me, unle{s it were given 


thee of God. Though he blamed the malice 


‘of his accufers, he admits and afferts the 
authority of hisJudge. 


5- Let us confider For. whom be fuffered 
allthis. 41. The Perfons for whom he fuf- 


the 
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the Scripture [ are’] full in this, Rom. 5, 
7,0.Peradventure for a good man fone would — 
even dare to die; but God commendeth bis : 
love towards us in that, while we were yet a 
finvers, Chrift ie a ws, the objects © 

~ upon which heFgol d in his fufferings 
were darknefs; Ep0.g. 8. Children of wrath, 
Eph. 2.3. Aliens. from the commonwealth of 
Ifrael, ftrangers from the covenant of pro- 
mi fe, havingno hope,and without God iz the 
world. Ephef-2. 12. See but what a monfter 
the beft of.us were irour natural condition, . 
when evety. power of our Soul and Body 
[, was ] quite corrupted from the ufe and 
end, for whichthey were made. Rom. 3.9, 

. YO, Ge. 2. As it was for thofe that de- 

~ ferved it not, nor any deliverance by it, 

- & it was for a company. of creatures that 
were no way folicitous for, nor fought after 
redemption; fuch as were ignorant of their 
own mifery, and no ways endéavouring 
after mercy. Thus He was found of thene 
that fought him notsand furely little feeking 
could be found of fuch as were in fuch a 
condition, Eph. 2.1. Dead iz trefpaffes and 
fizs. 3-Not only for thofe that neither _ 
deferved, nor fought after deliverance, but - 
his fufferings were for thofe that were Ene- 
mies; Rom. 5.10. If whex we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the death hd 
-—— = oe. fon 5 
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fox; Col. 1.21. And youthat were fometimes 
alienated and enemies in your mind by wick- 
ed works, yet now hath he reconciled: And 
the Enmity was fo perfe& that itcorrupted 
the beft habits of our minds, and tutned 
thofe into an abftraed’kind of enmity; the 
very wifdom of the ficfh, earthly, fenfual 
“and devilith. Fam. 3. 15. So that there 
was not only 10 our [nature] an abfence 
of any good that might move God to do 
any thing for us, and an abfence of that 
life chat might be follicitous for it felf5. 
but there was a pofitive malignity in our 
nature againft that God, that fhould par- 
dons; againft that Chrift that fhould fatif- 
fie; againft that Grace and Spirit that 
fhould apply : We were actuated with thofe 
vile affections and lufts, that looked upon 
a Saviour with no lefs averfion and {pite, 
than thofe devils did, that cryed out of 
the poffeffed man, Art thou come to torment 
| ws before our timee And yet for thefe, and 
. fuch as thefe, our Saviour died; nay fome 
a _ of thefe (who ) had adtually 
ie *% 24 their hands in his blood, found 
the efficacy of that very blood, which 
they fhed, not crying for revenge againtt 
them, but for mercy for them, and healing 
thofe who had cruelly {pile its che efficacy . 
of that blefled prayer of hiss Father, for- 


give 


/ 


of Chrift Crucified. 237 
give them, they know not what they do, 
- within fome few monthsafter his death, did — 
firft wound their hearts with a fenfe of 
their guilt, and then healed them with the 
infufion of his blood. AG. 2. 23, 37. 

6. From the confideration of the former 
particulars, it will eafily appear what was 
the Motive of this great work. We have 
feenin the creature [nothing] but fin and 
enmity againft God, and confequently a 
juft obligation to Everlafting wrath and 
mifery z fothere we can find nothing that 
mightupon any account of merit or defert 
draw out fuch mercy as this. We muft 
feek for the motive inthe Author of its. 
and in him there was xo neceffity at all to 
bind him toit: It was his own free will 
that at firft gave man a being, and a blef- 
fed being; and when he had finned againft 
the law and condition of his Creation, 
there wasaneceflity of juftice for his eter- 
nal punifhment, but no neceflity at all for 
his Reftitution. God made all things for 
his glory, not becaufe he {tood in need 
of it; for he had in himfelf an infinite 


_ felf-fufficiency and happinefs, that ftood 


not in need of the glory of his creation, — 
nor was capable of an acceffion by it: 
And if it had, yet the, great God could 
have enjoyed the glory of his juftice, = 
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the everlafting punifhment of unthankfal . | 


man, and yet had glorious creatures e- 
nough, the bleffed Angels, to have been 
the everlafting partakers and admirers of 
his goodnefs: And if there had been yet 
an abfolute neceffity of vifible intelle@ual 
creatures, to be- the participants of his 
goodnefs, and the active inftruments of his 
glory; the fame power that created man 
at firft, could have created a new gene- 
ration of men, that might have fupplied 
the defection of our firft’ parents and their 


defcendants. What.then 1s the original _ 


of all this goodnefs to poor finful man? to 


purchafe fuch a worthlefs creature at {uch _ 
an invaluable price as the blood of the Son. 


of God? Nothing but Loves free unde- 
ferved love; love that loved before it was 
fought; that loved when it was rejected ; 
_ Deut. 7.7. The Lord did not fet his love upon 

you,nor choofe you,becaufe ye were mores but 
becaufe the Lord loved you; he loved you 
becaufe he loved you: As Almighty could 
not’ define himfelf by any thing but him- 
felf, Lam that I am, Exod. 3.14. fo he 


~ can refolve his love into ao other motive - 


than his love; he loved you becaufe he 
loved you: And here is the fpring, the 
- fountain of allthis {trange and unheard of 
— goodnefs of God in Chrift; nothing = 

| | ; the 


? 


, 
1 
#: 


2 of Chrift Crucified. 239 
the free love of Gods Fob. 3.16. So God 
loved the world that he gave his only begot- 


ten Son, &e. 1 Fob. 4. 10. Here is love, not. 


that me loved God, but that he loved ws, avd 
fent his Son to be apropitiation for our fins 3 


and that very fame individual love that was 


in the Father to fend, was in the Son to 


-. come and to. die for us. It was he that 


loved and wafhed us with his own blood; 
wathed us becaufe he loved us. When we ~ 


lay like Exekiel’s wretched infant, Ezek. 
16.5, 6. polluted in our blood; when no 
eye pitied us, then this love of God paffed 
by us, and faiduntous, live; yea faid unto 
us, when we were in our blood, live: 
And when that life was not acquirable for 


us, but by the death of the Eternal Son 


_ ” of God, then to purchafe that lifefor us, 
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he fold his own; and to wath us from the 
pollutions of our blood, freely {pent and - 


fhed hisown. This was The love of Chrift, 
- which paffeth knowledge. Eph. 3. 19. 


7. Now let us confider the Exd and Scope. 
of this admirable Love of Chrift:. and as _ 
it looks upward towards God, fo it looks . 


downward towards [ us; ] as he was the 
' Mediator between both, fo the end of his . 
- Mediatorthip -had a refpe@ to both: 1. Zz 
reference to God, and fo the Ends of our 


Lord's fuffering were principally thefe: 
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1. To Reftore unto Almighty God the 

_ ative fervice and glory of his creature. Al- 
mighty God did at the firft create man in 
fuch a conftitution,that he night, not only 
paflively and objectively, bring unto him 
the glory of his Power and wifder * the 
framing of fuch acreature to gloriy nim,as 
the Heavens, the Stars and other creatures 
below an intelleGual nature, do; but to 
be a beholder of himfelf and his works, to 
be anobferver of his will, and fo glorifie 
_ his Maker in the admiration of his Power, 
Wifdom and Goodnefs, and in the Obe- 
_ dience and Obfervance of his Lawand will: 
_and to his own glory had’ by an eternal 
bond annexed his creatures perfection and. 
bleffednefs. Man rebelled, and thereby as 
he became unferviceable to theend of his _ 
creation, fo he loft the bleffednefs of his 
condition: Chrift came, and by. his own 
blood purchafed, as unto Man his bleffed- 
nefs, fo unto God the glory and fervice of 
his creature: This was old Zachary’s col- 
lection, Luk. 2.74, 75. That we being deli- 
| wered ont of the hands of our enemies,might 
ferve him, without . fear, in holinefs ana 
righteoufuefs: Tit. 2.14. Who gave bimfelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and purifie unto himself a peculzar peor 
ple zealous of good works. And this wasthe 
a chief 


Miya. | 4 
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chief part of that account, that our Lord. 
giveth unto his Father,in that bleffed prayer 
that hemadea little before his Paffion, ob, 
17.4.1 bave glorified thee on the earth, I have 
finifhed the work which thou gaveft metodo. 
As if he fhould have faid, .‘* Thou haft 
“fent me intothe world about a great and 
“weighty bufinefs, .the. re{titutionpf thy — 
“fallen creature; and that therein as th 
“ creature.may partake of thy goodnefs, . rs 
“thou mayft reap the glory of thy crea- 
‘““cure’s fervice : And now behold according. 
to that command of thide, I here return 
“unto thee thy creaturé healed and re- | 
“ ftored, that [it] may be as well a mo- 
“nument, asa prociaimer of chy goodnefs 
“and glory, uatoall Eternity. = 


“a. To manifeft unto Men and Angels 


the Glory and infinite Perfection and Ex- 
cellence of all his bleffed Attributes: The 
glory of his Wifdom in contriving, and of 
his Power in effecting fuch adeliverance 
for the children of men, by a way that 
exceeded the difquifition: of Menand An- 
‘gels; the glory of his Mercy, that could 
not have been poflibly fo confpicuous to — 
mankind, if mao had never falo. In the 
Creation of Man he manifefted the glory 
of his Goodnefs, that communicated a 
being to him, that fo he.might communi- 
cate his goodnefs tohim ; Butin the Re- 
: Rs demption 


oe 
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_ demption of Man he manifefted lis: Mer¢y 
in forgiving and healing a rebellious and” 
miferablecreature: the glory of his Juftice, 
that would not pardon che Sin tril he had 


aSatisfaction for the fins that would rot. 


fparetheSon, when hechofe to be the fure- 
ty forthe finner. ey ae 


% 


2. In referenceto Man:and (othe ends of | 


. our Lord’s fuffering were principally thefe: 
"1. To abfolve and deliver him from guilt, 


the confequence of fin, and mrfery the fruit - 


of guilt; Eph. 1. 7. In whow we have 
demption. through his blood, the forgives 





phen : and furely had the fruit of ‘Chrift’s | 


death'refted here, it had been-a great: de- 
gree of mercy; ifwe rightly weighed: the 
~heavine(s of the burden of guilt, the feve- 
rity of the wrath of God, and the extre- 
mity of that mifery that doth and muft at- 
tend it. Ifa man ‘under the’ guilt and 
horror of fome hideous Treafon, under the 


‘be spent in exile?’ But one Lotd’s purchafe 
‘geftsnot here. 5 
| 2. To ReconcileGod tnté his Creature : 
” $o that itdoth dot only remove'the effects 


ar a oe 


. of 
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OF che angér-dk God, which is punitlinierfe § 
thichimay. be' restoved, and: yet the anget 


contiauing: nor doth it only remove thé 
_ aager of Ged, and: leaves aman in a kind 


of ftate of indiffereney, as it is between 


perfons that dever were acquainted on¢ - 
_ ich another: But itis:a ftate of Keconci<. 


liation, Eph. 4. 16. That he might recor cilé 


bothunto Godin oue body by the crofs having — 


fisin- the enmity thereby, 2Cor. 5.19. God 
was in Chrift reconciling the world unto birt 





| ¥F not imputing bheir trefpaffes unto thems 
fad 


certainly thisis.a great: addition untd 


| (the] former; that Godia Chrift fhould 
not only. pals by our fins, but fhouldac 


idnger Jock upon. us as ftrangers, but ag 
per(6ns reconciled unto. him: And furtely, 


a Soul fenfible of the unhappy:conditian of | 
being eftranged from God, how highly 


would he prizea ftate of reconciliation; 
thengh itwere in the meaneft and loweft 
relation? Kk. 15.19.1 ani no mote worthy t8 


| ‘bevalled.thy fon, maheme at due of bhy hited — 
 fe¥vants ¢ So that [ may-not: be eftranged 


‘from thee, reconcile nie unto thy felf ; 


‘though ia the condition of thy meanelt feg-_ 


. 


nn 
a 


vant. But neither doth the happy fruit. of - 


ouc Lord's fufferingrefthere. — 


a 


f Toreftore unto us that neaf dtidblefs 


-fed-relation:of being Sons of God: Gab. 4.5. 
- That-we might. recerae the. adoption af fort 5 
vo ee a “Boke 
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1 Joh. 3.2.Behold now we are the fons ofGod; 
and it doth wot yet appear what we fhall be: 
This was that dear _expreflion of our Lord 
_ after his refurrreQion, Fob. 20.17. Goto my 
brethrex, and tell them I afcend unto. my F a- 
«ther and yoar Father, to my.God and to your 
God : he feems to interefs them inthis blef- 
fed relationin a kind of eduality. with him- 
~ felf;. my Brethren, my.Father and your Fa- 
ther; and the {weet and comfortable confe- 
guents of this are incomparable.Is he my Fa- 
ther? then! know: hecan pity me asa Fa? 
ther pitieth his Children, P/al. 103. 13. he 
can pardon and {pare me asa Father {pareth 
his Sonthat ferves him. Afal. 3.17. Is hemy 
Father ? then whither (hould I'go but to | 
him for protection in alf my dangers? for. 
~ dire€tion in all my difficulties >. for fatisfa- — 
Ction in all my doubts? for fupply in all 
my wants? -This Ican with confidence 
expect from a poor earthlyFather,according 
to the compafsof his abilities: Zfyethen be- 
ing evil know bow to give good thiegs unto 


«your children, bow much more foall your Fa- 


ther who isin: heaven, give ‘good things to 

them that ask him ? Mat. 7.11.Mercy, and 

Compafiion, and Love, isa virtue in aman, 

in anearthly.Father, a piece of that image - 
of God which at firft he imprinted ia, 
mans. ‘and. yet paflion and humané infir- 
; mity, as it hath much weakened the ha- | 
ei eae bit 
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bit thereof: in us, fo it may f{ufpend the 
exercife thereof to a near relation: But in: 
Almighty God thefe virtues are in their. 
perfeGion, and nothing at all in him that. 
can remit jt. :Mercy. and tendernefs are 
attributes which he delights ins mercy 
pleafeth him 5 it was soe ge attribute 
that he proclaimed hisname by, Exod. 34.6.. 
and {fo diffufive is his mercy that it extends 
to.all,. he is good to all, and his tender 
mercies are over all his works, Pfal. 145; 9. 
~ and not only rothe juft and good, but ever. 
to the unkind 3 caufing his Sun to. thine. 
upon theevil and the good: and furely he 
_ thathath Mercy and Goodnefs for an Ene-: 
my, cannot deny it unto‘a Child. Cay:2 . 
mother forget her jucking child, &c.-Yea fhe - 
. may forget , yet will Inxot forget thee, faith 
«the Lord. Ia. 49. 15. -_ 


4. To reftore us toa moft-fure, ever 


Jafting and,bleffed inheritance.in Heaven. 
Gal.4.7. If afon,then an heir of God through 
Chrift > and here is the complement of all; 
not .only abfolved from the guilt of fia, — 
‘ reconciled toGod, put into the relation 
ofa Child of-God; but after all this,. ta 
be everlaftingly and unchangeably {tated in 
a. bleffed condition unto all Eternity; and 
all this from the condition of a moft vile, 
finful, loft creature, and-by fuch a priceas 
the Blood of Chrift. More need not, can 
‘not be faid. R3. 0 5. And” 


$46. | Of the Knowledge 
x. (And by what hath been faid, it is 


 gafie to fee what theFraits and BftGs of alk 


this are. God will not be dtfappointed ia 
the end.of fo great a work, atid therefore — 
we cannot be difappointed inthe fruit of 
it: and thofe are cither fuch as areenjoyed © 
in thislife, or principally appropriated to | 
thar which is to come. I. Thofe Benéfits — 
shat naturally arife from Chrilt cracifted, 
and are enjoyed iz this life, ure'thefes 
1, ‘Fuftification and Acceptation in the 
fight of God: he’ looks upon us as thofe 
that [have'] fatistied his juftice when ‘his. 
Son (uffered 5 and asthofe that performed 
his will, when his Son performed tt: So 
that as our ‘Lord imput¢d our fins to our 
Redeemer, fohe imputes his‘rigtiteoufneld 
unto us; and. ashe was well -pleafed -with 
him, fo he was well pleafed in‘him, witlt 
as many as are received into this Covenant: 
| 9. Peace with God. This is ‘the natural 
ponfequence ofthe former, Row.5.1 Betz 
juftified by faith, we bave peace with God - 
‘through our Lord Fefus. Chrifis: the only 
caufe of breach between God ard his creas 
‘tyreisfin; and this being quire removed, the 
enmity between’ God and his creaturt ‘ts 
yemiaved, and peace and love reftored be-. _ 


_ $weenthem: ° ”: 


<3, Free Accefe gato Gods fox we are res 
fered uate peace with him, ‘and confe- 


~ quently 
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quently aecefs unto him; and indeed itis 
a pare of that duty which he expects from 
us: ouraccefs to him, is not on‘y our pri- 

_ wiledge, as the accefs of a Subje& to his 
Prince, or achild to his Father, but it is 
cour duty, as.athing enjoyned unto us in 
teftimony of our dependance and love unto 
him. | 
4. Confequently Peace with our felves 
and our own Confciences and that upon a 
double ground: 1. Becaufe our Confcience 
is fprinkled by the blood of Chrift, which 
defaceth and obliterateth all thofe black 
Items, that otherwife would be continually 
calling. upon us. 2. Becaufe Confcience ever 

fideth with God, whofe vicegerent the is 
intheSoul, and hath the very fame afpe@, 
for the moft part, that Heaven hath, and 
therefore if it bé clear above, it -is ordina- 
rily quiet within 5 and ifGod {peaks peace, 
_the Confcience, ualefs diftempered, doth 


' not {peak trouble. | 


5.. An Affurance of a continual /xpply of 
_fufficient Grace, to lead us through this 
vale of trouble, without a fizal apoftafie or 
falling from him. Were our Salvation in 
-our own hands, or managed. by our own 
{trength, we fhould utterly lofe it every 
moment; but the Power, and Truth, and 

_ Love of God is engaged in a Covenant of 

the higheft folemnity that ever was, {ealed 
oh 7 R4q eee (" 


7 


_ fefficient for thee. * 


Ben see Ba -  -o—eo-- - oor 
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in the blood of the Son of God, for our 
}refervation : and it fhall be as impoffible — 
for us to fall from that condition, as-for 
- the Almighty God to be difappointed: No, 
his countfel and eruth, the conftant fupply 
of the bleffed Spirit of Chrift; fhall keep. 
alive that feed of life, that he hath thrown 
into theSaul. 1 Fob. 3.9. For his feed re- 
maineth in him, and he cannot fin, becaxfe 
he #s bora of God. | es 
6. Sufficient Grace to preferve us from, 
cor fupport us in, or deliver us out of 
_ femptations. We ftand more in need of 
Grace, than we doof our bread; becaufe 
the conféquence of the want ofthe for-’ 
‘mer, is of more danger thanthe latter, by 
fo much as° the Soul is more valuable 
than the Body: [f our Father is pleafed to 
°° furmifh us with our daily bread, . 
| how (hall he then deny us our 
daily ‘and hourly fupplies of his Grace? 
— Efpecially fince our intereft therein | is 
founded upon the Covenant made in. the 
blood of Chrift. “2 Cor. 12.9: Aty grace és 


| V. Rom. 8. 32. 


7. A favourable Acceptation of our du- 
ties, fincethey are the performances of chil- 


_ dren and therefore not meafyred: accord- 


_ ing to their own ‘worth, but © according 
tothe relation and affection from whence 
they proceed, * 05 FF 
Sf = : i ow ge. J : 7 8. A 
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8. A Gentle and Merciful Pardonsag of 
our Failings, even asa Father pitieth and | 
pardoneth the infirmities of a Child; and: 
though he doth not difpenfe with Pre- 
fumptuous Offences, yet he either obferves 
not orforgives their many Infirmities. And 
it is a Priviledgeof high concernment to 
us;; that as in our firft converfion, the 
blood of Chrift wafheth away a whole life 
of fins at once,. fo after our converfion the. 
fame fountain ftands open, whereunto we 
may aod muft refort, to cleanfe our daily 
Failings. Chrift received by faith in the 
heart, is a continual Sacrifice, which I 
may prefent unto the Father, for my fins 
committed after my converfion.. — : 
_ g. A-comfortable Reftitution of a juft 
Intercft in the Creatures. When man for- 
fook the Allegiance he owed to his Ma- 
ker, the intereft he had in the creature 
did as it were efcheat to the Lord: and 
though his goodnefs after permitted him 
the ufe of them, -yet ‘it was ftill, as it were, 
upon account: And as thé Sons of Men 
have a great Account to give unto God 
-. for their fins, fo they have for his creatures 5 
Chrift hath reftored unto usa better pro- 
priety in that, which Civil right hath made 
ours, than-what wehad before. 
10. A Comfortable and San&ified Ufeof 
a Conditions ; in Prof{perity, Moderation 5 
“ , j. 10 


/ 


aso. Of ‘the: itunes. 


40 ‘Adveshity,: Contestedaefs 5 in all, So- 
briety. -For.as our Lord-hath, purchafed 
for us'Grace, to ufe-all things aright; ‘fo 
he hath obtained for. us-an inheritance, 
that renders the beft the world-cangive us, 


4 


unworthy to be valued; and the worftit 


can give Us, unworthy - to be feared, in 
refpe.of the bleffedae(s. which. ‘he hath 
fetled uponus.. est 

LI. Confequeat!: y Consemptof the world, 
‘becaufe higher matters.are Inmy eye, fuch 


as the .beft che world.can yield, cannot 


equal ‘nar the worlt it can. infli&, cannot 
takeaway. And all this upon, 

112.: A.Rively Hope: a.hope that maketh 
not athamed.; ‘even of that. Glory which 


‘my Saviour -came ‘down from Heaven to 
-purchafe -by his blood; andthe. affurance 


_ whereof. he. hath fealed with his ‘blood : 


Joh. 14.2; 3. Tgoto-prepare a place, for. JM, 
and if T go, and: preparea place for you, F 


will comengain,and receive you uato my self, 
that mbere'l am, ye.may-be alfo: A hope of 


a blefled RefurreGion after.death; a hope 


ofthat: blefled appearance of our. Lord and 


) 


. , Saviour Jefas Chrifts a hope of that. glo- 


rious fenténce.in theprefence ‘of Men and 


 fragels, “Come ye bleed .and ap hope of — 
an Everlafting ‘eftate, of Bleffednefs and ~ 
. Glory in the prefence of the great God, 
_ ond Ml shat gloysted, Garnts: and. Angels. unto 

. all 


eee of Chrift-Cencified. - Set. 
all Exérnity. And the efficacy of this ‘hope 


 dipt ih the blood oF Chrift Brings us Vi- 
Ho =) 4 a Sore eee ' Toe wi ve : s 


i. Vittory over Six. Sin Pall vot have 
dominion over you, for ye arevot under the 
Law,but ander Grace s Rom. 6.14. He that 
bath this hope purifitth him felf, even ashe is — 
pare. 1 Joh. 3. 3. a en a 

2. Vidory over she World, inthe beft tt 
can-afford uss “its flatteries and ‘favours: 


-thefe are too’ fpiall and’ inconfiderable , 


when compared with thishope; they thine 
like a.Candle in the Sun; and are ineffe- 
ual to win over a Soul thatis fixed upon 
thishope; and victory over the'worft the _ 
world can ‘iifli& : ‘Our Lord hath con: 
queréd the world in this refpedt for ws: Be. 
not Afraid, Ihave'overcome the world, Joh. 
16. 33: and conquered it in ws. ‘This isthe — 
viftory that ouercometh the world, even yout 
Faith, 1 }ob5.40 0 

” (. Wittory over Death; which now, by 
means of this bleffed hope is ftript , as 
well of her terror as of het power: Thus 
thanks be unto God,who giveth ns the vidory — 


‘through our Lord Fefus Chrift. 1 Cor. 15.57. 


And now, though the nature of this 
argument hath carried my meditations to 3 
greatheight, yet to avoid miftakes, fome 
things I muft fubjoyn. a 
1, That when] thus aggravate the fuffer- 

ve _ 7 _ ings 


4 
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ings of our Lord under the imputed guilt of 
the fins of mankind ; yet we mult not think, 
that. his fufferings were the fame with the 
Damned, as notin duration, fo neither in 
kind, norin degree 3 for this could neither 
confift with the purity of his Nature, . nor 
innocence, nor dignity of his Perfon, nor 
the hypoftatical ‘union of both Natures in 
him; But he fuffered as much as was con- 
fiftent with thefe confiderations; and, as 
confidering the dignity of his perfon, was 
equivalent to the fin and demerits of all 
Maokindg i. 3 

. 2. That his righteoufaefs imputed tous, 
doth not exempt ys from acquiring a righ- 
teoufnefs inherent in us: this were to dif-_ 
appoint the end. of his fuffering, which 
was to redeem us from our vain converfati-- 
on, and make usa peculiar people zealous 
of good works, oe. See | 

3. That this purchafe of Salvation by — - 

Chrift for Believers, isnottorenderthem 
Adie, or fecure, or prefumptuous; where _ 
there is fuch a difpolition of Soul,: it is an 
evident Indication, that it is not yet-truly 
_ united unto Chrift by true Faith and Love; 
his Grace is fufficient to preferve us, ahd al- 
wayes ready to doit, if we do not wilfully 


negle& or reject it. we Sone 
: 22 — i : THE 
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1jo H. V. ie. 
|For whofoever is born of God, ower- 
cometh the world, and this is the vi- 
Gory that overcemerb the world, even 
your faith. | 


1. The 4& which is here decla- | 
red, Vidory or Overcoming... 
2. The Perfor that exercifeth this 
act, -or concerning whom this act is affirmed, 
deforibed by this defeription, a perfon that 


3. The 


7 TT" things are herein confiderable = 


as The Vi&lory of Faith | 
3. The Thing upon which this aé of 
vidtory-is-exercifed,-eiz.theWorld. 
4. The Infirumegt.or-Aeans, bywhich — 
this act isexerciled, wiz. Faith. oo 
"og, The agethodor Order.or Bormal Rea- 

fon whereby faith overcometh this world. 
Some few Obfervapions I fhall deliver 
touching all thefe in the order propofed. 
“I, Vidory or Overcoming isa fubjugation 
or bringing uader an oppofing party to the 
power and will of another: andthis vi- 
Cory isoftwo kinds, complete and perfect, 
er incogplete- and, impexfed.- -1, The 
notion of a complete victory is when ether 
the oppofing party is totallydeftroyed, or 
at leaft when defpoiled of any poffibility 
of future refiftaace :-‘Phug tlie Son of God, 


the. Captain of our Salvation’ overcame 


the World, feb.16. 33. Be of good cheer, 
Thave overcome the world’; and thus when 
we are delivered‘ ftom this body of death, 
we {hall overcome the world: | this com- 
plete victory will be the portion of the 
- Chiurth ad Chriftian: eriamphane. - Agait, 
9. There tsa victory ‘Dut :zxeomplete, Fhich 
as the Vittory-of the children: of fruel 
‘was' over thé. Canzanités\,- whieh though 
they were fabdned, asta‘any poffibilicy 
‘OF a oral! reacquiring ofa fuperiarity:: or 
equality of power, yet they aa ant 
be a aed ue 


“3 Nes 


— ower theWorld. ang 
- dfied from a:pofibility of annoying, dif 
quieting andrebelling; they remained {till | 
, thoris to vex-and” difturb, though not to | 
— fabdue their conquetors 5 there: was {till 
an ovér-ballance of power in ‘the: victors, 
though not-wholly to extirpate them: And. © 
this is the condition: of the Chriftian mili- 
tant in thisworld: he keeps:the world ia 
fubjection,and every day gets ground upon 
: its but he cannot expe& to obtaima per- 
fect , complete and ‘tuniverfal conquett. of 
it, till he caa traly fay with our Bleffed 
Lord; Fob. 14: 30. The prince of this morld 
hath nothing in me: Which cannot be till 
our changecomes:; for till then we. carry ~ 
about with us lufts and paflions:and cor- 
| fupttons; which, though with all vigi- 
: Janey and feverity kept under. and daily 
- impaired in their power and malignity,- 
- will hold a correfpondence with the world 
aad the Prince’ thereof, and be ready to 
- deceive and betray us! thougly never to 
regam their Empiré and Sovereigaty:s and — 
‘the reafon isfigntficantly: given by the fame 
‘Apoltle, 1 Fob.-3. 9. For bis feed abidethin 
‘hint, and he cannot ih, becaufé be'ts born of 
. God. Iadeed he may and fhall haveifin: as 
_ long‘as‘he hath flefli about him; 1 Fod. 1. 8. 
| Afwe fuy we have 20 fin we deceive onr felves, 
aed the tenth is wot inis. aemeein we 
Sor, : : _ have 
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have fin {till abiding in us, and like the 


byafs in (a) Bowl. warping us to the 
world, yet that vital feminal principle of 
the grace of God in Chrift always keeps 
its ground, its life, and tendency toward 
Heaven, and wears out, wafts, and gra- 
dually fubdues the contrary tendency of 
fia and corruption. - — a. ae 
IT. The Perfon exercifing this a& of vi- 
Gory. and conqueft, he that is Bora of God. 
All men by nature may be faid in fome 
fenfe to be born of God 5 the Apoftte tells 
the Athenians, AQ.17.28. We are all bis off- 
ing: But in this place, this heavenly 
irth is a fecond, a fupervenient birth from 
God, and hence it is called Regeneration, 
the New birth, birth of the water and 
the Spirit, birth of the Spirit ; the for- 
mation of Chrift in the Soul 3, and the crea- 
ture fo new born {tiled the New Creature, 
the New Man, a partaker. of the Divine 
nature, born not of the. will of Man nor 
of the will of the flefh, but born of the 
will of God: .And all thefe and the like 
expreflions are figurative, and feem to 
carry in-them a double avalagy 3 firft, to 
(the) firft creation of mankind ; -and fe- 
candly, to the ordinary generation.ofman- 
_kind -fince their firft creation. . 1. AS to 


_the former analogy, we know bythe Holy — 
| _— 7 —, Word 


BM tee. m: 
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_. Word that the firlt man was the root of all 


' mankind, ftamped with the fignature o 


the image of Alimighty God, principally 
confifting in Knowledge , Righteoufnefs 
and Holinefs, and oad of fell as the com- 
mon reprefentative of all mankind! This — 


image of God was ina great nieafure loft 


and defaced by the fall of man, and more 
every day fpoiled by the a@ual fins and 
acquired corruptions of his defcendants: 
Chrift the fecond «dam had inftaniped 
upon hit anew infcription of the glorious 
_God, came to-be a common head, foot, — 
and parent of as many ds dre united unto 
him by faith, love, and infitation, and to , 
inftamp anew upon them that loft and de- | 
_ cayed image of God; whothereby put on 
the New Man, which after God is created in 
righteoufnefs and true boline fs, Ephef. 4.24. 
and fo becoming a New creature, 2 Cor. — 
 . 5.17. Galat.5. 6. renewed in knowledge 
- after the image of him that cteated him, 
Coloff.1.10. they receive a new ftamp and — 
impreflion from this great exemplar Chrift 
Jefus the true image of the invifible God. 
2. The fecond analogy is to the ordinary 


i generation of mankind ; wherein as a lit. 
_. tle, but powerful, vical principle, which 


we call the Soul, forms and moulds the 
_ fetws according to the fpecifical nature of . 
Be | S$ finan 
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martin all -his lineaments and proportions, 
_ and never gives over its operation till tt 
hath completed that bodily mafs into its 
full complement of parts, and afterwards | 
‘gradually augments and perfects it 1n bis 
organs and faculties: So by a vital: prin- 
ciple derived from God, through Chrift, 
into the Soul, the fame is moulded, fa- 
fhioned , formed, increafed and perfected 
according to this new principle of life, 
which is ufually called Grace: Whereby 
_ ‘it comes to pafs (that) as,the Soul is the 
vital and conforming principleofthe body, 
fo this grace is the very life, and vitaland 
conforming: principle of the Soul: And - 
hence this formative principle js called the 
life of the Soul; the quickning Spirit 5 and 
the conformation of theSoul unto the will 
of God thereby is called the forming of 
~ Chrift in them, the life of Chrift, the in- 
dwelling of Chrift in the heart by faith. 
_And this new principle exercifeth in the 
Soul all the acts analogical to chat natural 
vital principle in the body, giving to it as 
it were the image, lineaments, proportion, 
increafe conformable to the image of God | 
in Chrift, as true Wifdom, Righteoufnefs, 
Juftice, Holinefs, Integrity, Love of God, 
Submiffion to his will, .Dependence upon 
him, and tranflates them into all the com- 
| | _ municable 
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tianicable relations that Chrift himfelf had; 
and invefts them in his communicable 
priviledges: If he be aSon of . |. . 
God by nature, {6 are they by’ 5,” Fran en 
_ *taterpretation; is He an heir tie of the Di- 
of heaven? fo are they coheirs tine natire. 
with him; is he accepted of © * , 
God ? foare they3 is he au heir of glory 3. 
fo are they. And ag this conformation of - 
the body by this vital principle is perfor- - 
med bya ferninal principle (at leaft as the 
inftrument of its activity) derived ftom the 
parent ; fothe analogy holds here: we find — 
a doxble ferminal principle in this contorma- 
tion, and both derived from Chrift ouf | 
head 3 wz. one External, another Internal: 
1. The Exterzal feminal principle is the 
wofd and meflage of the Divine Do@tine;. 
exemplary and holy life, fingular love of ~ 
Chrift and of God through him to maf: | 
kind, whereby we underftand what:he ~~ 
would have us do, the danger if wedd 
otherwife, the bleffed reward of obedi- 
ence, the great engagements of the lové 
of God in fending his Son to die for us, 
the'plain, familiar, eafie way of attaitiing 
of happinefs; and becaufe we often leatd 
better by example than by precept, the. 
fame word exhibits to us a lively pictaré. 
of his holy converfation, his humility; 
— Ss. geeks 
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meeknefs, obedience, love, patience, good - 
nefs:: And this external means is in it felf 
‘a great moral means to conform our. wills 
and lives thereunto.; and therefore it is 


‘called theincorruptible {eed of the word of — 


‘God whereby we are born again, 1 Pet. 


I. 25. 2. The Internal {eed' is that Spirit — 
of grace fent out from Chrift, which doth 


derive a quickning lively’ power to the 
_ word and to the foul, whereby it makes 


it effectual to'itsend, dnd therefore called. 


a Spirit of Life and Power, a Quickning 
Spirit: and this, not by transfufing a new 


fubftance or fubftantial nature which before. 


it had not, but by its lively yet fecret ope- 
rations changing and moulding it fuitable 


to the image of himwhofe Spiritit is, and — 


_ ‘adding energy ‘and: efficacy ‘to thae other 


feedof rhe‘word; as the Sun doth to the - : 


. 


mals, ¢ ' | 
» + HE Touching the Thing upon which this 
victory is obtained and conqueft made, it 
is the: World »’ which comprehends in its 


feminal princtples-of vegetables and ani- 


"latitude a double world ; the world within 


us, and the world without us. 7 


_ The world within as, which may there- 
— fore be fo called principally in this refpect, 
_ that a great part of its relation and ten- 
_ dency is toward the world, which is = | 
4 et - the 


ee ee 
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the moft part the obje& upon which it fix- 


eth, the fubje@ after whichitreacheth, and’ | 


the bufinefs upon which it fafteneth and ex- 
ercifeth : and hence it is that the Apoftle 
S. Fobs divides the world without us with 


relation to the world within us, viz. The | 


Luft of the flefb, the luft of the eyes, and the 
pride of life. 1 Joh..2. 16. The world that 
is within us taketh in the two great faculties 


or powers, Viz. 1. the Paflions of the foul, | 


and 2. the Senfual Appetite; both thefe 
are intheir ownnature good, placed in us 


by the wife God of Nature for moft excel- 
Jent ends and ufes. Our bufinefs is there- 


fore to keep in order and fubjection, not to 
extirpate and root them out; for they are 
radicated in our natureby the God of Na- 
ture. Butof thismore particularly, = 

‘1. Our Paffions : fuck as are Love,Hatred, 


Anger, Hope, Fear, Joy, Sorrow; thefe 
and the like paflions of the humane. Soul’ 
are not fimply in themfelves evils nay, : 


being rightly placed and duly ordered and 


regulated they become ferviceable to excel- 
Jent,ends and ufes; and therefore fimply in 
-themfelves they are not the fubject of a. 
Chriftian’s victory: But then they become 
fuch when they become the world in the. 
Text, and that ts principally in thefe Cafes 5 


1. Whenthey are mifplaced; as when we 
: ; S32. lave 


q 
~ 
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love the things we fhould hate, hope for. 


_ ghe things we {ould fear,-rejoyce in that 
we fhould grieve,¢c.or ¢ conver fo.2. When 
they are zexmoderate or exceffeve about their 
_ proper obje@is: which comes to pafs, whey 

in thofe things about which we may exer- 
cife our paffions lawfully, we exceed that 


meafure or proportion that is dueto them : 


For inftance, I may lawfully love a com- 


petency of worldly fubfiftence, but I ex- . 


ceed in this, that I love it too much and 


beyond the worth that istruly init: [ may — 


lawfully be angry with him that injures 


me, but I exceed inthe meafure, or degrees, 


‘or time, or duration, and become impla- 


cable. 3. When my affections or paffions 


_ate wot aed to that height they ought to be < 
All finite objects of our. t= require a 
proportionate degree of our paflions; but 
where the objec is infinite, my affeCions 
may err in being too remif¢, but not in the 
excefs: Icannot Jove God too much, for 
I'am to Jove him with all my might; but 
I may love him too little, and thenmy 
affetion errs: I cannot hate fin too much, 


_. pecanfe I cannot love God too much; but 


[may hate it too ‘little. 4. When my af- 


fections or paflions are affed unfeafonably, 


either in refpe@t of the time or in refpect of 
the competition between objects of feveral 
eo values : 
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values: I may, nay I muft love my Father; 
but if J love my Father more than my 
Saviour, my Saviour hath pronounced me 
unworthy of him.’ 5. When my paffions — 
degenerate into vices and corruptions,and {o 
become not fo much powers or faculties as 
difeafes and fickneffes of the foul: as when 
anger degenerates into malice, revenge; 
when felf-love degenerates into envy 5. when 
defire of, or delight in, the profits or ho- 
nours of the world degenerates into cove- 
toufnefs or ambition; and the like. 6. When 
my paffions are ot under the management, 
guidance or condudl of my fuperior faculties, 
my reafon and judgment; but either go 
before they are fent, or go beyond what 
they are fent, or returo not and fubfide 
when recalled: and then they breed in- 
finite perturbation in the foul, invert the. 
order of. nature, and become furies and - 
_ tempefts, and imprifon and captivate the 


miod and underftanding, and become a 


worfe part of the world than that which. 
is without us. Under thefe conditions our 
_ paffions and affetions are part of that 

world which is the object of a Chriftian's 
warfare and victory. a oe 

2. The other part of this world within 

us are the motions and: tendencies of our . 
Senfual Appetite. This fenfual appetite is 
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in itfelf good, placed in ys by the God of 
Nature for excellent ends; viz. for the pre- 
fervation of the individual nature, as eating 
and drinking, and thofe invitations of fenfe 
fubfervient thereunto; or for the preferva- 
tion of the fpecies, as the defires of fexes. 
‘But they then. become a fioful part of this 


infertor world, 1. when they become inor- | 


dinate, 2. orexceffive, 3. or unfeafonables 
orgenetally, 4.when they are not fubordi- 


' nate ip their actings to the government of ; 


_reafon enlightened by moral or religious 
light, A Chriftian hath no fuch enemies - 


without him, as voruly and undifciplined | 


Jufts and paffjons within him; and it is a. 
vain thing to think of overcoming the 
_ world w.¢hout us,’ until this world within 
us be brought in:o fubjettion 5 for without 
tle corruptions and Jufts within, the world, 
and theevjl men of the world, and the evil 
~ orecf the world, could not hurt us, 

_ —-Non vulnus adattis 
Debetur gladiis, percu [um eft pectore ferrum. 








_ The wedge of gold was an innocent thing, 


. but Achan’s covetous heart within gave it 


ftrength to do harm. We come into the 
‘world as int a’ great {hop full of all va-. 
Fety of wares accommodate to our {enfes, 


~ 
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:  Jufts and affe&ions; and were it not for 
: » thefe, thofe wares would lie long enough 
_. upon the hands of the Prince of this world, 
: before they could get within us or cor- 
+  Fupt us. be: : | 
2. The world without us ts of three hinds 3 
s ¥» The Nataral world, whichis the work — 
» Of Almighty God, moft certainly in it felf 
good 5 and is not evil but accidentally, by 
| man’s abufe of himfelf orit. It doth con- 
{ tain a general fupply of objects anfwerable 
; to the defires of ourvegetable and fenfible 
nature, and the exigences and convenien- 
; ces of its; isa great. fhop full of all forts 
; Of wares anfwerable,.., there is wealth 
. and places and delights for the fenfes, and 
: it becomes an ehemy to us by reafon on! 
, Of the diforder and irregularity of thole 
|  Infts and paffions that are within us, and 
| by reafon of the over-value that we are 
apt to put upon them; they are indeed 
temptations, but they are only paffive, as — 
the wedge of gold did paflively tempt 
Achan, bat it was his own luft and cove- 
toufnefs that did him the harm: the rock 
doth not ftrike thefhip, but the fhip ftrikes 
the rock and breaksit felf. This world, 
as it is not evil in jt felf, fo moft certainly 
it is full of goodnefs and benevolence to 
us; it fupplies our wants,” is accommodate 
| ta 
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to the exigences and conveniences of our 
natures furnifheth (us) with various ob- 
jects and inftances of the divine goodae&, 
liberality, bounty ; of his power.and ma- 
jefty and glory; of his wifdom, providence 
and government; which are fo many in- 
_ ftrudtions to teach us to know, and ad- 
mire and magnifie him; to walk thank-— 
fully, dutifully, and obediently unto him; 
to teach us refignation, contentednefs, fub- 
miffion, aod dependence upon him. A 
good heart will be made-better by it ; and 
if there be evil in it, it is fuch as our own 
corrupt natures occafions or brings upon 
it, er upon our felves by it: and it isa 
, great part of our Chriftian warfare and 
difcipline to teach us to ufe it as it ought 
to beufed, and to fubdue thofe lufts and 
corruptionsthat abufeit, and our felves by 
‘it. Again fecondly, there is another world 
withdutus, the malignant and evil world, 
the world of evil Angels and of evil Men, 
Mundus in maligno poftus; andthe great 
~ mifchiefs of this world are of two kinds ; 
-¥2%.’ 1. Incentives and semptations from - 
it, that are apt to bring the reft of man- 
- kind into the evil of fin and offencefgaintt 
God ; fuch as-are evil examples, evil com- . 
mands, evil: couafels, evil perfwafions and 
(ollicitations, 2, The troubles, and inju- 
ite & : Ties, 
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ries, and vexations, and perfecutions, and 
opprefiions, and calumnies, and reproaches, 
and difgraces, that are infli@ed by them: 
And the eyil that arifeth from thefe are of 
two kinds; oz. fuch as they immediately — 
caufe ,- which is great uneafinefs, and _ 
griefs, and forrow ; and again, fuch as 
confequentiaily arife from thefe, namely, 
the evil of fin, as impatience, difcontent, 
unguietnefs of mind, murmurings againtt 
the Divine Providence, doubtings of it, 
letting go our confidence in God, diftruft, 
unbelief, and putting forth our hands to | 
iniquity to deliver our felves from thefe 
inconveniencies, either by unlawful or for- 
bidden means, by finful compliances with 
the finful. world, by falling in with them 
to deliver our felves from their oppreflions, 
perfecutions or wrongs, by raifing com- - 
motions, engaging in parties, and infinite ~ 
more unhappy confequences. And thirdly, 
there is a third kind of world which is tn 
a great meafure without us, namely, the 
‘ aecidental, or more truly the providential 
_porld inrelation to man and his condition 
in this world, and is commonly of two 
.. kinds, viz. profperousor adverfe. Exter- | 
nal or worldly Profperity confifts 1n an ac- 
commodate conditton of man in this world ; 
as, health of body; comfort of friends and . 

a “os " gelations 5 


-_ 
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relations; affluence, or at leaft competency ™ 
‘of wealth, power, honour, applaufe, good 
report and the like: The dangers that | 
{teal upon mankind. ia this condition are 4 
pride, haughtinefs of mind, arrogance, 4 
vain-glory, infolence, opprefflion, fecurity, 
contempt of others, love of the warld, 
fear of death and defires of diverfion from 
the thoughts of it, luxury, intemperance, 
ambition, covetoufhefs, negle& and for- 
getfulnefs and a low efteem of God, the: 
lifeto come, and ourduty. 2. Adverfity; 
as, fickneffes and difeafes, poverty, lofs 
of friends and eftate, publick or private 
difturbances or calamities, andthe like: ; 
‘And though oftentimesthefeareoccafioned 
by the evil or malignant world, yet many _ 
_ times they feem to come accidentally, and - 
are apt to breed impatience, difcontent, 
unqguietnefs of mind, diftruft of Provi- 
dence, murmuring, envy at the external 
felicity of others, and that common dif- 
compofure which we ordinarily find in our 
{elves and others upon like occafjons. : 
IV. The Fourth confiderable 1s, what is’ 
this Fath which thus overcometh the — 
world ; which is nothing elfe but a deep, - 
real, full, found: perfwafion of and affent 
umto thofe great truths revealed ‘in the: 
Scriptures of God, uponthe account ‘that 
| | they 
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they. are truly the word and will of the 
Eternal God, who is truth it felf, and can: 
neither deceive nor be deceived : and herein 
thefe two matters are confiderable; 1. What 
are thofe divine truths which being really 

and foundly believed doth enable the vi- 
tory over the world, orthe {pecial objects — 
of that victorious faith: 2. What is that 
ac of faith or belief of thefe excellent ob- 
jets which thus overcometh the world. 

r. For the former of thefe, although 
the whole body of divine truths is the ad-.. 
equate objeé of faith, yet there feem to | 
be certain fpecial heads or parts of divine - 
truths that have the greateft influence into’ 
this victory over the world. I fhall-men- | 
tion fome of them: namely, 1. That there 
is one moft Powerful, Wife, Gracious, 
Bountiful , Juft and All-feeing God, the 
Author of all being , that is prefent in all 
places, knows our thoughts, our wants, — 
our fins, our defires, andis ready to fupply - 
us with all things that are good and fit 
for us beyond all we can ask or think; © 
hath incomprehenfible Wifdom, and irre- 
fiftible Power to effec& what he pleafeth; 
that leaves not any of his works, efpecially 
mankind, without his {pecial care and {u- 
perintendence over them 5 whithout whofe 
will or defigned permiffion nothing befalls 

| us., 
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us. 2. Thatthis moft Wife and Juft and 
Powerful God hath appointed a law or , 
rule, according to which his will is that 
the children of men fhould conform them- 
felves and according to the upright-en- 
deavours of the children of men to con- 
form thereunto, he will moft certainly 
_ give rewards; .and according to the wilful 
tranfgreffioas thereof he will infli@ punith- 
_ ments: and that he is a moft ftritt and 
infallible obferver of all the ways of the 
' children of men, whether of obediencé 
_ or difobedience thereunto. 3. That this 
law and will of his he hath communicated 
and revealed unto the children of mien in 
his Holy Word ; efpecially by the miffion 
of his Son Jefus Chrift, who brought in- 
to the world a full and complete collection 
of thofe holy Laws of God, whereunto he 
would have us conform. 4. That he hath 
givenunto mankind, in and through Chrift . 
Jefus, a full manifeftation of a future life _ 
after thisof rewardsand punifhments; and 
according ta that law of his thus mani- 
feted by his Son, he will, by the fame 
Jefus Chrift, difpenfe and execute the fen- 
tences of rewards and punifhments, and 
judge every man accotding to his works. . 
5. And that the reward of faith and obe- _ 
 dience, in that other life to come, fhall — 
cs . , , | be 


i 
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be an eternal, bleffed, happy eftate of foul 

“and body in the glorious Heavens, and in 
the prefence and fruition of the ever Glo- 

rious and Eternal God. 6. .And that the 

puoifhment of the rebellious and difobe- 

‘dient unto this will and law of God thus 
manifefted by his Son, fhall be an eternal 

feparation of foul and body from the pre- 

fence of God, and the conclufion -of them 

under chains of darknefs and everlafting 

torments in hell fire. 7.-And that the Son 
of God, hath given us the greateft affurance 


imaginable of the truth of this will of | 


God,. of this happinefs and mifery , by 
_ taking upon (him) our nature, by his mi- 
racles, by his. death and refurrectien and 
afcenfion into glory, and by his miffion of 
the Spirit of wifdom and revelation into | 
his Apoftles and Difciples, both toinftru@ | 
the world in his truth, and to evidence the 
truth of their miffion from him. 8. That 
Almighty God, though full of juftice and 


— feverity agaiaft obftinate and: rebellious, 


yet, ts full of tendernefs, love and compaf- 
fion towards all thofe that fincerely defire 
to obey his will and to accept of terms of 
peace and reconciliation with him, and is 
ready: upon repentance and ametidmentto _ 
pardon whatfoever is amifs, and hath ac- 
cordingly promifed it: And that he hath 
e tthe 
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the care and love and tendernefs of a father 
towards us; that im our fiacere endeavour 
of obedience to him, we hall be fure of 
his love, favour, aod protection ; that in 


all our affliGions and troubles he ftands by 


us, and will not leave as 3 thathe will moft 
certainly make good every promife that by 
Chrift he hath fent unto us, fot the life 
that is prefent and that which is tocome ; 
that the Law he hath fent us by Chrift to 
fubmit unto is an eafie and good Law, fuch 


as will perfect our nature and fit it tobe 


partaker of his glory 3 and that all his 
thoughts towards us in our faithful endea- 
vour to obey him, are thoughts of love, 
favour, peace, bounty and goodnefs. And 
of this he hath given the greateft affurance 
that is-poffible for mankiad to expe& or 


defire, even the fending of his Eternal Son 


- into the world to take upon him our na- ~~ 


ture, to acquaint us with hts Father's will 
and love, to live a life of want and mifery, 
and to die a death full of fhame and hor- 
ror, to rife again to difpatch Mefleagers 


—- jato all che world to publifh the good will 


of God to mankind, to afcend up into glory, 
and there to make interceffion for us poor 


worms at the right hand of God: givtag 


us alfo hereby affurance of our refurre- 


7 ~ 


ion, and of his coming again to judge » 
- _ * * the 


<= ® 


over the World. 273 
the world, andto. receive his obedient (er- 
vants into eternal glory. Thefe be fonie 
of thofé principal Objeéts ofthat Faith the 
overcometh the World, being foundly rd- 
ceived, believed and digefted. == > 

2. As touching the a it felf; it is no 
other than a found, réal and firm belief ¢ 
thofe Sacred Trathss ‘And ieefore fe 
feems that they that perplex the notion 6£ 
Fazth with other intricate and abftrufe de- 
finitions or defcriptions, either render it 
very difficult and fearce intelligible, or 
elfe take into the definition or defcription 
thofe things that are but the confequents 
and effects of it. He that hath this firm 
per{wafion will moft certainly repent of 
Chis) fins paft, will moft certainly endea- ° 
vour obedience to the will of God, which 
is thus believed by him to be holy, juft 
and good, and upon the obedience or dif- 
obedience whereof depends his eternal hap- 
pinefs or mifery, will moft certainly. de- 


_ pend upon the promifes of God for this life. 
and that tocomé; for thofe are as natural — 


effects of fucha firm perfwafion, as it ts for 


the belief of 'a danger to put a man upon: ee, 


_ means to avoid it, or for the belief of a 
benefit to put a man. ppon means to attain 


oc 


it. Some things are of fuch anature that 
the belief or knowledge of them goes no .- 
p's - oo. further, 
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further, but i¢ refts in itfelf, as the belief 


_ or knowledge of bare fpeculative truths : 
But fome things are of fuch a nature as 
being onée“truly and firmly believed or 
known, carry a man out to ation: and 
fuch are efpecially the knowledge or belief 


of fuch things as are the objects ofour fears _ 
or of ourhopes; the belsef of fuch objects: 


do naturally and with a kind of moral ne- 
ceflity carry a man out to action; to the 
avoiding of fuch fears, and the attaining 


of fuch hopes’: And therefore faith and 


belief in reference thereunto comes often 
inthe Scripture under the names of hope 
and fear, as being the proper effects of it. 
Inftances we have of both, 2 Cor.5. 10, 11. 
For we wuft all appear before the judgment- 
feat of Chrift, that every one may receive the 
things done in his hody, according to that 


he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 


Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord we 
perfwade men. 1 Joh.3. 2,3. But we know 
that when he fhall appear we fhall be like him, 
for we fall fee hineas he iss andevery man 

that hath this hope in him purificth bim felf, 
even as he is pure. 

Therefore we need not be fo follicitous 
touching the nature of faith, what kind 
of faith it is that muft fave us: certainly 
if itbe a true and real affent ofthe mind to 

. oe _ thefe 


} 


he 
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thefe great truths of God, it muft be ope- 
tative, according to the nature of the things 
believed which are in order to workings 
and therefore if ithave not Wap effect, ic 
is not faith nor affent; if it have ic but 
weakly andimperfectly, it is evident that 
the affent is weak and fluctuating; ifit have 
that effe& at fome times but not at others, 
itis evident that the affeat ts fufpended, 
or intermitted, or not actually exercifed at 
thefe intermifltons: If aman were really 
and fully perfwaded that if he take fuch 
a journey to morrow he fhould certainly 
break his leg, he would’as certainly not go: 
or if he were under a certain perfwafion,,. 
that tf he took fuch adrink, he fhouldcer- 
tainly recover-his loft health, it were as 
certain he would drink it: and if a man 
were actually and fully perfwaded that, if 
he ufed fuch a means, he (hould attain ever-' | 
Jafting happinefs, or, ifhe fhould commit 
fuch a fin, he fhould certainly lofe it, it. 
were fcarce morally poffible, that a rea- 


. fonable man in his wits would omit the 


one or commit the other. | 
And tofay, thisisbut an hiftorical faith, 
and that the Devils have as much, they 
believe and tremble, and they doas fully 
affent to divine truths as any can do, yee 
it avails them nor, concludesnothing: the 
T 2 reafon 
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reafon is evident, becaufe the Salvation to 
be'attained, the faith which is the inftru- 
nent to attain it, concerns them not,. nei- 
ther are they in a ftate to be advantaged 
by ics but it is otherwife with men. IfT 
fhould acquaint a ftranger that if my Son 
doth fuch a thing, I will give my Son five 
pound, though the ftranger believes it as 
really true asany thing in the World, it 
puts not him upon the action, becaufe as 
heis not concerned inthe reward, fohe is 
not concerned in the means: but according 
to the belief that my Son hath, it will or _ 


-- will not put him upon the action: if he 


believe me not, he will not do it at alls 
if he believe it faintly and doubtingly, he 
will perform the a@ion accordingly 5 but 
ifhe believe ittrulyand fully, and fet any 
value upon the reward, he will perform it 
cheerfully ; for he is conceyned in the re- 
ward, and in themeansto attainit.. 
_ Faith therefore is a firm affent to the. 
facred truths, whether the truths relate to 
things paft, as that God made the world, 
that Chrift the J<effiah is come in the 
fieth, exc. or to things prefent, as that 
Almighty God beholdsall Ido, and knows 
_ all [think, or that he is a reconciled Fa- 
ther unto me in Chrift Jefus 5 or things to 
come which principally excite thofe two 
- - great 


s ay 
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great movers of the Soul, Hope and Fear, 

in relation to the future life of rewards and 
punifhments. : _ 

V. Icome to the fifth thing, wiz. How 


Faith overcometh the World, which takes 


in thefe two Confiderations; 1. Howthat 


- 4s, in what degree: 2. How that is, by 


what method or means.- Touching the 


former of thefe, touching the degree of the 


victory that faith gives, itis a victory, but 
not avicory to utter extermination: The 
Captain of our Salvation indeed overcame 
the World, totally, perfectly, oh. 16.33. 
our victory Isnot complete nor perfect on 
this fide death, but it is fucha victory as _ 
leaves ftillanadverfary toconteftwith us, _ 

though not to fubdue and conquer us. It 
isa viGtory, but yet not without a conti- 


_ aued warfare. 


2. Touching the Afethod whereby our 
Faith overcometh the World, I fhall fay 


- fomethingin general, fomething more par- 


ticularly with relationto the world under 
\ 


the former acceptations. . 
In general therefore, the great method. 


whereby faith overcometh the world, is by —— 


rectifying our judgments, and removing . 
thofe miftakes that are in us concerning 
the World and our owncondition. 1.Some. 
things there are in the World, which we 

T 3 {ee 
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{et an efteem and value and love upon, 
which deferve rather our hatredand dete- 
{tation : As, our fins, the irregularities 
of our lufts and paffions, and thofe dege- 
nerate plants that arife fram them as 
pride,ambition, revenge, intemperance, ce, 
thefe we account our right hands and our | 
tight eyes, in our ftate of natural dark- 
nefs: Faith rectifies this miftake of our 
judgment, by fhewing us the Law and will 
of God revealed by Chrift, whereby we 
find that thefe are our difeafes, diftempers 
and fickneffes repugnant to the will, image 
and command of Gods; that they are our 
lof and our danger and our ruine, and — 
_ therefore not tobe entertained but morti- 
fied and crucified. .2, Some things there 
are in the world, that we may allow fome- 
what of our affections unto, but we over. | 
value them: We reckon wealth, and 
‘honours, and powers the greateft happinefs 
imaginable, and therefore intenfly defire 
them; fickneffes, and affitctions, and inju- 
ries, and loffes the greateft mifery imagi- — 
_nable, and therefore we fear them excef- 
fively, we are intolerably difcontented 
-- ynder them. Faith rectifies om miftake 
herein, gives usa juft value of thefe things, 
fhews nsthe Law of God, checking and 
forbidding immoderate affections or pafit- 
| | 7 ons 





over the World. 279 


ons to be exercifed about them, affures us 
_ that we are, as well underthe view and ob- 
fervation, as under the care and regiment of 
the great Lord of Heaven and Earth, and 
therefore expects our great moderation in 
_ relation toexternals. 3. And principally, 
for the moft part the children of men efteem 
this life the uttermoft term or limit of their 
happinefs or mifery, and therefore make 
it their whole bufinefs, by all means pof- 
fible, to make their lives here as fplendid 
and glorious, asdelightful and pleafurable, 
_asis poflible 5 and ufe all means, whether 
honeft or difhoneft, fit or unfit, to fecure 
themfelves in the good they have, and to 
avoid any thing that is grievous or trou- 
blefom: and if they cannot compafs it 
they fink, and defpond, and murmur, and 
dye under it, asthe only Hell imaginable 5 | 
or if they have. any thoughts of a future 
eftate after death, yet they are but languid, 
faint, and {carce believed in any tolerable 
degree, and fufpected rather as the impor — 
ftures of Politicians, or Fables of Poets, 
than having any real truth in them. Faith 
rectifies this miftake, and affures us there | 
is a judgment to come, a ftate of rewards 
and punifhments of a far higher nature 
than this worldcan afford, or indeed ap- 
, prehend; that the happinefs of that life 
; T 4 out-sidg 
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out-bids allthe greateft and moft glorious 
- entertainments thatthis World can afford, 


and will infinitely exceed the greateft | 


loffes or croffesthat this World can yield: 
And on the other fide, the punifhments 
of that life will infinitely over-ballance all 


the pleafures and contentments that this — 


life here can yield, and the memory of 
them will but enhance the rate and degree 


- oOfthofe tofments: and that accordingly as - 


men {pend their lives in this thore tranfi- 
tory life, either in obedience or difobe- 
dience unto the divine will, accordingly 
the retribution of everlafting rewards and 
punifhments will be there given. This 
view of the futureftate, prefented by Faith 
to the Soul, will have thefe two great ef: 
feds, in order to the fubduing and con- 
— of the World without us, by ren- 

ring it poor, inconfiderable, contemptible 


in comparifon of thofe everlafting joys and | 


happinefs of the next life; and the World 
withinus, by chaining up our exorbitant 
_ Jufts and paflions under the fear of the 


| judgment to come, and by ordgring, com- | 


pofing and regulating them in contem- 
plation of the great reward annexed to 
= dutiful obedience unto God in this 
ife. : 
But I fhall come to particulars, and fol- 


low 


‘ 
J 


over rbe World. Be 


low that tract that ts before given, in. the 

- diftribution of the World, as well within, 
as without us; and confider the particular 
method of Faithin the fubduing and con. 
quering them. 1. Therefore in reference to 
‘the World withiz us, namely, 1. our Paf- 
fions, 2. our Lufts. , 

1. Asto our Paffions: 1. Faith directs 
their due placing upon their proper ob- 
jects, by difcovering what are the true and 
proper objects of them, out of that large 
and comprehenfive law of God which pre- ~ 
fents them as fuch to the Soul, and tobe 
obferved under the pain ofthe difpleafure 


of the glorious and Almighty God.2.Upon | 


the fame account it teacheth our paffions 
and affections moderation in their exercife, 
even about their proper objects, and due 
fubordination to that fupreme love’a man 
owes to the fupreme good, God Almighty. 
3. Upon the fame account it teacheth. us, 


under our obligation of duty to God, to | 


cut off, crucifie and mortifie the difeafes 
and corruptions of paflions, asmalice, envy, 
revenge, pride, vain-glory, oftentation. 
2. Inreferencetoour Defires: 1. Natu- 
ral, itteacheth us great moderation, tem- 
perance, fobriety 5 it tells us thefe very 
_ natural propenfionsare apt to grow unruly 
and confequently hurtful, and ane | 
| —  s | that 


Pa 
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that we are to keep them in fubje@ion and 
under difcipline both to Religion and to 


Reafon: Andthis itdoth, by affuring us 


that fuch ts the will and Jaw of our Crea- 
tors by affuringus that the fame Almighty 
God is the conftant obferver of all our moft - 


intimate deportments; it affures us that 


theSon ofGod died to redeem us from the 
captivity of our lufts; that if we be kept 


{till in fervitude under them we make an 


ungrateful return to his love, and what in | 
us lies, difappoint him of the end of his 
fufferings : Itfhews us the great falfenefs, 
deceit and treachery of thefe lufts, that 


‘they are ready uponevery occafionto rebel 
_ againft God and his Law placed in our 
Souls; that they are upon every occafion — 


ready to betray us to our worft enemy, and 
if they once get loofe from difcipline and 
{ubjection, they arehard tobe reclaimed 5 
and therefore muft be kept under a careful, 
vigilant and auftere difcipline; that if we. 
do fo order them, we are fafe in agreat _ 
meafure from the temptations of the World 
and the Devil, who could not hurt us with- 
out the compliance, inordinatenefs, trea- 


chery, and correfpondence of thefe clofe 


enemies within us. 2. As touching thofe 
degenerate and corrupt lufts, as, Cove- 


toufnefs, Malice, Envy; faith doth firft of | 


all 
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all in general fhew'us, thatthey are prohi- 
bited by the great Lord and Law-giver of 
Heaven and Earth, and that under fevere 
penalties; again fecondly, it fhews us that 
they are the great depravers and embafers | 
of our nature, the difturbers of the peace, 
ferenity, aad tranquillity of our minds 3. 
again thirdly, it fhews us, that they are 
vain, impertinent, and unneceflary pertur- 
bations, fuch as can never do us any real 
good. smut feed our vain imaginations with 

ecejts inftead of realities. But particular 
inftances in relation to thefe feveral lufts 
will render thefe truths more evident. © 
1. Therefore for Covetoufnefs or immode- 
rate defire of wealth, ambition, the immo- 
derate defires of honour or power, we fhall 
fee how faithor true affent to the truths 
of God revealed in his Word doth correct 
and crucifie this luft, and that. principally | 
by thefe enfuing Confiderations: 1. Faith | 
difcovers to us that the great Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth, to whom we owea moft 
univerfal and indifpenfible obedience, hath 
forbidden this luft, hath told us we muft 
not be: over follicitous for the things of 
this life, and we have no reafon to fufpect . 
his wifdom infuch prohibitions, for he 1s 
infinitely wife,- and knows beft what 1s 


fitteft forusto do or not todos; neither 


have 


. . we eee 
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have we caufe to {ufped his love tous, or 
to think he envies us in his commands,. 


‘either to enjoyn what might be hurtful for | 


us; of to forbid what might be beneficial 
to us; for it was his free and immenfe 
love that gave us at firft our being, and 
therefore certainly can never envy us any 
thing that might be good or convenient for 
that being, which he at firft freely gave 
and {till freely continues to us. 2. Faith. 


fhews us the vanity and lownefS of {uch 


defires, re-minds us that when death comes 
allthefe objects will be utterly infignificants 
that they are tranfient, incertain objeds, 
fuch as are not only fitted barely for the me- 
ridian of thislife,but fuch as oftentimes take 
wings and fly away from usbefore we leave 
them; fuch asin their very enjoyment fa- 
tise not, but inftead of fatisfaction are 
oftentimes vexations and thoras to affli@ 


‘us. 3. Faith prefentsus with better things, 


more fafe to be defired, more eafily to be 
attained, more fecurely to be kept,namely, | 
our peace withGod, and the firm and found 
affurance of eA ap 4. Faith 
prefents us with an.affurance ofthe Divine 


particular Providence, which gives and 


takes away, and grants or denies the things 
upon which our defires are thus fixed, and 


therefore renders our immoderate cares and 


thoughte 


| over the World. 38g. 
thoughtfulnefs for the bufineffes of this life 


-either needlefs or vain: Your Heavenly 


Father knoweth that ye have need of ail 
thefe things, commandsus to caft our care 
upon him, for he careth for us that knows 
what is fitteft for us; ifabundance, he is 
able to fupply us without torturing our 
felves with care or follicitoufnefs: if the 
contrary, either we covet in vainand our 
endeavours fhall be difappointed, or at leaft 
they fhall be given, butacurfeand vexation - 
with them, given us in anger, given us 
to ourhurt: and the fame may be faid in 
all pointsinrelation to ambition and de- 
fire of honours or power. 2. Again, in 
relation to malice or envy againft the pro- 
fperity ofothers, Faith fhews us how vaict © 


‘and ‘foolifh a thing it is, and the rather 


becaufe the wife and great God is the dif- 
penfer of all things, hath the abfolute 
and unlimited propriety in them, difpofeth 


them according to his own good plea- 


fure. What reafonhath any man to envy 


that difpofal which the God of Heaven’ _ 


makes? Again, 3. For revenge, the great 


- Lord of the World hath referved that as - 


(a) branch of his own fapreme Preroga- 


tive; vengeance is mine, faith the Lord: 


| What have you or I to do to invade his 


 ~prerogative? itis his own right, and he . 


beft 


eee —e—e——e— ee. «CO eee ee see -_— as. 
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beft knows when, and where, andin what _ 


.. degreeto exercife it. | 


2. I come to the confideration of the 
world without us, as that which poffibly 1s 
here principally intended, and the victory 
of the Chriftian by his faith over it, and 


 firftin relation to the Natural World. This 


World, as hath been obferved, is in it felf 
very good, andthe evil that arifeth from 
it is only occafional. Which is thus, itis 
a goodly Palace Hage hp all grateful 
objects to our fenfes, full of variety and 
pleafantnefs, and the Soul faftening upon 
them is ready with Peter in the Mount to 
conclude that it 1s good to be here, and 


_ therefore grows carelefs of the thoughts of 


another ftateafter death, or tothink ofthe 
paflage to it, or making provifion for it; — 
but to fet up its hopes and happinefs and 
re{t in it, and in thefe delights and ac- 
commodations that it yields our fenfes. 
Faith overcometh this part ofthe world,by 
affuring the Soul, that this lower world is 
only the place of our probation, not of 
our happinefs; our Inn, not our home: 
It prefents to the mind a {tate of happinefs,  ; 
to beattained after death, infinitely furpaf-_ ; 
fing all the contents and conventencesthat 
this world can yield; and that one great 
means to attain it, is by fettidg our hearts 
) | | | upon 
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| upon it, and not upon the World, bue 
ufing this prefent World not as the end of 

: our hopes, but as our paflagetoit; andto 
carry a watchful -hand over our defires and 
- delights towardsit, or init; that it fteal 
‘not away our heart from our everlafting 
. treafure 3 to carry a fober and temperate 
‘mind towards it, and ufe of it as in the 
: fight of that God, that lends it us, to ex- 
cite our thankfulnefs and try our obedience, 
not to rob him of the love, and fervice, 
and duty we'‘owe unto him. In fhort, the 
methods whereby Faith overcometh this 
part of the World arethefe: 1. By giving 
usa true eftimate of it, to preventus from | 
overvaluingit: 2. By frequent re-minding © 
- of us, that itis only fitted to the. Meridian 
' of this life, which ts fhort and tranfitory 
: and paffeth away: 3. Byprefenting unto 
-. usa ftate of future happinefs, that infi- 
. mnitely furpaffeth it: 4. By difcovering our. 
duty in-our walk through it, namely of 
great moderation and vigilancy: 5. By 
prefentiny unto ustheexample of the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation, hisdeportment in it, 
and towards it: 6. By affuring us that 
we are but Stewards unto the great Lord 
of the Family of Heaven and Earth for fo 
much as we have of it, and that to him 
we mutt give an account of our sap 
. | ip: 
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—fhip: 7. By affuring us that our great Lord 
and Mafter is a conftant obferver ofallour — : 
deportment init: 8. And that he will : 
moft certainly give a reward proportiona- |: 
ble to the management of our truft and 
ftewardfhip; wiz. If done fincerely, faith- 
fully, and obediently to our great Lord and 
Matter, a reward of everlafting happinefs 
and glory ; but ifdone falfly, finfully, and 
difobediently, then a reward of everlafting 
lofsand mifery. | 

a. As to thefecond kind of World, tbe 
Malignant World ofevil Men and evil An- 
gels, and therein firft in relation to the 
evil Counfels and evil Examples that follt- 
cit of tempt us to breach of our duty to 
God, the methods whereby Faith overco- 
meth this pare of the malignant World, are 


'  thefe: 4. It prefents unto us our duty that 


we owe to God, andwhich weare bound 
indifpenfibly to obferve under the great 
penalty of lofs of our happinefs. 2. It pre- 
{ents us with the great advantage that we 
have in obeying God, above whatfoever 
_ advantage we can have in obeying or fol- 
lowing the finful examples, counfels; or 
commands ofthis World; andthe great 
excefs of our difadvantage in obeying or 
.. following the evil examples or counfels of 
_ the World 5 and this makes him at a = _ 
2 fs wit 


_ of the ever-glorious God ; all which muft 
aa Vv 


al 
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with thefe follicitations, peremptory to © 
conclude it is better to obey God than man; 
and with Fofeph,How caz Icommit this great 
wickednefs, and fix againft God 2 3. It pre- 
fents Almighty God ftrictly obferving our 
carriage in relation to thefe temptations. — 
4. It prefents us with the difpleafure and 
indignation of the fame God, in cafe we - 


_ defert him, and follow the finful examples, 


or counfels of Men; ..and with the great 
favour, love, approbation, and reward of 
Almighty God, if we keep our fidelity and. 
duty to him. 5. It prefents us with the 
noble example of our Blefled Saviour. 6. It. 
prefents us with the tranfcendent love of 

God in Chrift Jefus, who to redeem and — 
refcue us from the mifery of our natural 

condition, and from the dominion of fia, | 
and to make usa peculiar people zealous of 
good works, chofe to becomea curfe, and 

dye for us, the greateft obligation of love - 
and gratitude and duty imaginable : And 
then it leaves the Soul zwpartially to judge — 
which 1s the better of the two, and whe- 
ther this malignant World can propound 
any thing that can be an equivalent motive 
to follow their commands or examples, or 
that can equal the Love of our Saviour, 
the reward of eternal life, and the favour 


be 
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be denied and loft by a finful compliance 
with evil counfels, commands, or examples 


- of anevil world. It istrue, the world can — 


perchance reward my compliance herein 
with honour, and applaufe, and favour, 
and riches, or they can punifh my neglects 
with reproach, and fcorn, ahd lofs, and 
poverty, and it may be with death: but 
what proportion do thefe bear to the favour 
and love of God, aad an eternal recom- 
‘ pence of glory and endlefs happinefs ? 
The termis therefore of my obedience to the 
. loving and gracious God (to whom I owe 
my utmoft duty and obedience, though 
there were no reward attending it) do iofi- 


~ nitely out-bid, and out-weigh whatfoever — 


a finful world can either give or inflid. 
And fecondly, as to the other part or Scene 
of this malignant world, Perfecutions, Re- 
' proaches, Scorns, yea Death it felf, Faith pre- 
fents the foul not only with the foregoing 
confiderations and that glorious promife, 


Be faithful unto the death and Iwill give | 


thee a crown of life, but fome other confide- 
rations that are peculiarly proper to this 
condition: viz. x. That it is that ftate, that 
our blef{ed Saviour hath not only foretold, 
but hath annexed a {pecial promife of blef- 
fednefs unto, Bleffed are they that are per- 


fecuted jor righteoufuefs fake, fer) i heirs : 


€ 


ee a ae 


weenie World. 295° 


the kingdom of heaven. 2. That there have 


gone before us a noble Cloud of Examples 


in all Ages, yea the Captain of our Sal- — 
' vation was thus-made perfe@ by fuffering, 


3. That though it is troublefom, it is but . 
fhort, and ends with death, which will 
be the paffage intoa ftate of incorruptible 
happinefs: And this was that which made 
the Three Children at a point with the 
greateft Monarch in the world ready to in- 
fli& the fevereft death upon them; Owr 
God whom we ferve is ableto deliver us, &e. 


but if not, know O king that we will xot wor- 


fhip thy graven image which thou haft fet up. 
And therefore our Bleffed Lord redoubles_ | 
the injunction of our fear toward’ him that 


can deftroy both body and foul in Hell, 
. but forbids any fear of fuch perfecutors, 


who can only deftroy the body and then can 
dono more. And certainly that man that 


hath full affurance of favour and efteem 


with the great God of heaven and earth, 
of an incorruptible weight and crown of 
glory the next moment after death, muft 

needs have a low efteem of the reproaches - 
and {corns and perfecutions. of men for . 

rightcou(nefs faxes and fo much the rather 
becaufe that very favour with God, and 
that very crown of happinefs that he ex- 


- pects, is enhanced by thofe very {corns and ~ 
a a V 2 


thofe 
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thofe’ very. affliGions. For, Our light.af- 
| flidions whigh are here for a moment, work, | 
for usa far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. — - “ os 


4 ~ 


» 3. Concerning rhe third kind of world, | 
namely, the Provideutial world, confifting 
in external difpenfations of adverfity or 
 profperity. And firft.concerning the dark 
‘part of this world, namely, Adverfity, as 
‘cafualties, loffes of wealth or friends, fick- 
neffes, the common effects whereof are 
impatience, diftruft, murmuring, and un- — 
-quietnefs : Faith conquers this part of the 
world, and prevents thofe evil confequeh- 
ces, which either temptations from with- 
‘out, Of corruptions from within, are apt. 
‘to raife. 1. Faith prefents the Soul with | 
this affurance, that all external occurren- 
ces come from the wife difpenfation” or 
permiffion of the moft glorious God 5 they 
come not by chance. 2. That the glorious 
God may, even upon the account of his 
own Sovereignty, and pro imperio, inflict 
what he pleafeth upon any of his. Creatures 
in this life. 3. That yet, whatfoever he 
doth in this kind, is not.only an effect of 
his Power and Sovereignty, but of his Wif- 
'~ dom, yea, and of his goodnefs and bounty. 
No affliction can befall any man but 1t may 
be ufeful for his inftruction or prevention. 
; : 4. That 
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4. That the beft of men deferve far worfe 
at the hands of God than the worft affli- 
ions that ever did, or ever can befall any 


man inthis life. 5. Thatthere havebeen .. 


. examples of greater affliction, that-have 
befallen better men in this life : witnefs 
Job, and that excellént pattern of all pa- 


‘. tience and goodnefs, even as 4 man, our. 
Lord Chrift Jefus. 6. That thefe afflictions 


are fent for the good even of good men; 
and it is their fault and weaknefs, if they 


have not that effect. 7. Thatinthe midi - 
-of the fevereft affliGions, the favour of — 


God to the Soul, difcovering it felf like the 
Sun fhining through a cloud, gives lighr 
and comfort to theSoul. 8. That Almighty 
_ God is ready to fupport them, that believe 
in him, and to bear them up under all 


@ 


their afflictions, that they fhall not fink: — 


under them. 9. That whatfoever or how 
‘great foever the affliGions of this life are, 
if the name be blafted with -reproaches, 
the eftate wafted and confumed by fire from 
_ Heaven, if friends are loft, if hopes and, 
expeCations difappointed, if the body be 
macerated with- pains and difeafes, yet 
Faith prefents‘to the believer fomething, 


that can bear up the Soul under thefe, and 


many more’preffures, namely, that after. 
| few years or days are {pent, an eternal 
7 - V3 | {tate 
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.  ftate ‘of unchangeable and perfe& happi- 


nefs {hall fucceed; that death the worft of 
temporal evils will cure all thofe mala- 
dies, and deliver up the foul into a ftate 
of endlefs comfort and. blefiednefs: and 
therefore he bears all this with patience, 


and quietnefs, and contentedne(s, and cheer-_ 
fulne{s, and difappoints the world in that 
_ expectation whereinits ftrength, in relatidn - 


_ to this condition, lyes, namely, it conquers 
all impatience, murmuring, unqaietnefs 


2. As.to the fecond part of this provi- 
dential world, namely Profperity, which 
in truth is the more dangerous condition 
of the two,. without the intervention of 
the divine grace, the foils that the world 


puts upon men by this condition; are com- 


_ monly pride, infolence, carnal fecurity, 
Contempt or neglect of duty and religion, 
Inuxury, and the like. The method whereby 
Faith overcometh this part of the world 
and thofe evil confequences that arife upon 


Cit) are thefe: 1. Faith gives a mana | 


true and equal-eftimate of this condition, 


and keeps a man from overvaluing it or - 


himfelf for it; Jets him know it 1s very 


uncertain, very cafual, very. dangerous, - 


and cannot out-laft this life: death will 
come and {weep down all: thefe cobwebs. 
cee se 2.. Faith 


: a». 
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2. Faith affures him that Almighty God 
obferves his whole deportment in it, that 
he hath given hima law of humility, fo- 
briety, temperance, fidelity, anda caution 
not to truft in uncertain riches; that he 
muft give an account of his f{tewardfhip. 
alfo to the great Matter of the Family of 
Heaven and Earth, that he will duly exa- 
mane all his Z#es, whether done according 
to his Lord’s commiffion and command; 


| and it lets him know that the more he hath, - 


the greater ought his care to be, becaufe 
his account will bethe greater. 3, Faith 
lets him know, that the abundance of 


wealth, honour, power, friends, applaufe, . 


{ucceffes, as they laft no longer than this 
fhort tranfitory life, and therefore cannot . 
make up his happinefs, no nor give aman 
an eafe or refcue from a fit of the Stone, 
or Colick; fo there is an everlafting ftate 
of happinefs or mifery that muft attend 
every man after death: And on the one 
hand, all the glory, and {plendor, and hap- 
pinefs, that this inferior world can afford, 
1s nothing, in comparifon of that glory, that 


_ fhall be revealed to, and enjoyned by them, 


that believe and obey. 1. Nothing in re- 
fpe& of its duration; if aman fhould live a 
| thoufand years, yet that muft have an end, 
_ and the very aia Ses of an end is 


, enough 
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enough to dafh, and blaft, and wither 
any happinefs even while it is enjoyed; but 
that happinefs that fucceeds after death is 
an everlafting happinefs. 3. Nothing in 
refpect of its degree ; there is no fincere, 
complete, perfect happinefs in this. world 5 
“it Is mingled with evils, with fears, with 
viciflitudes of forrow and trouble; but the 
happinefs of the next life 1s perfect, - fin- 
cere, and unmixed with any thing that 
may allay it : And upon thefe accounts, - 
Faith, which is the fubftance of things 
hoped for, and the evidence of things not 
{eens and therefore by a kind of anticipa- © 
_ tion gives a prefence to the Soul of thofe 
future joys, renders the beft happinefs this 
world below can yield, but languid ‘and 
poor, like the light of a Candle in the 
prefence of the Sun. On the other fide, 
the mifery that after death attends the 
muilpent prefent life, over-ballanceth all 
the good that this life can yield, both in 
-1¢s degree and duration, and theréfore, with — 
the pre-apprehenfion gf it, it fowres and 
aliays all the good that is in the greatett 
happinefs of this life. 4. Faith doth af- 
{ure every believing Soul, that, as fure as 
he now liveth, and enjoyeth that worldly - 
felicity ic hath, fo furely, if he, .in belief 
and obedience to the will of Gad revealed 


i ek i Oe, li 
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in and through Chrift,’ fhall ufe his fte- 
, wardthip thereof foberly, faithfully, and 
| obediently, he thall enjoy that everlafting 
| ‘happinefs that thus out-weigheth the beft 
_ temporal felicity : And onthe other fide, | 
if he fhall ufe his profperous condition - 
vainly, proudly, infolently, unfaithfully, 

intemperately, this fhort felicity, that he 
hath here, fhall be attended with an end- | 


-  lefs and exceflive mifery unto all eternity. 


And now thus upon thefe accounts and 
methods Faith overcometh this world of 
external profperity. The corruption in the 
heart, and the temptations of the evil one, 
and of evilmen, would prefently improve 
this condition to make the man proud, in- 
folent, intemperate, luxurious, fecure, 
tru{ting in incertain riches, forgetful of 
God, and of Religion : But, by the means 
before mentioned, Faithconquersthe world _ 
herein, difappoints the corruption of the. 

heart, the fubtilty of the devil, the tempta- 
tions of evil men, and brings the man into 
a low efteem of his own external happinefs ; 
keeps him in a high and juft valuation of 
Heaven; keeps him temperate, fober, 
watchful, humble, faithful, juft ; makes _ 
him mindful of his account, and ftudious, 
and induftrious for the attaining and fecu- 
ring of an eyerlafting ftate of happine’ 
| : — and - 
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and that when death fhall render all his. 


wealth, and honour, and applaufe, and 
fucceffes, and glory, to be poor, empty, 
infipid things, yet he may have and enjoy 


a fixed, permanent, everlafting ftate of 


bleffednefs and glory with the ever-glorious — 


God, the bleffed Redeemer, the holy An- 
els and the Spirits of juft men made per- 
ed, 4 | 
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| | OF | 
A sles MILI T Y: 
ITs 
OPPOSITE VICES, 
Benerits, & MEANS ~ 


to acquire It. 





Prov. 3. 34. Jam. 4.6. 1 Pet. 5.5. 
God refiSteth the proud, and giveth 


grace to the bumble. 
P and therefore the difcuflion and © 
examination of the latter, will of 
it fel€ give me a difcovery of the former; and 
the difcovery of the benefits and advantage 
of the virtue of ami ilk giveusalfoan 
_ account 


Ride and Humility are two oppofite 
habits or difpofitions of the mind: — 
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account of the mifchiefs and inconventen- 


ces of Pride, that is its oppofite vice. 
In the examination of the true nature 


~ 


: 


of Humility, we muft take notice that there — 
are two Extremes, and between thefe the © 


virtue of Humility is placed. © 
The two Extremes are in the excefs, 
which is Pride; and in the defect, Bafenefs 


of mind. | 


Pride arifeth from an over-valuation of © 
a man’s felf, or a want of a due fenfe of | 


his dependency upon Almighty God. And, 


. though all pride be an extreme foolifh dif- : 
temper of the mind, yet fome kindof pride - 


is far moré unreafonable and vain than 
other; namely, that kind of pride, that 
arifeth upon fuch objects, that are lefs va- 
luable in-themfelves, or lefs his own that 
grows proud of.them. = 

It isa foolifh thing fora Man to be proud 


—_ 


of the Endowments of his Mind; as Wit, 


Memory, Judgement, Prudence, Policy, 
Learning, nay of a Man’s Goodnefs, Vir- 
tue, Justice, Temperance, Integrity : for 
though thefe be moft a Man’s own. yet he 
hath them by the Bounty and Goodnefs of 
that God , to whom he owes his ‘being 5 
‘what haft thou which’ thou -haft not re- 
ctived >? Thefe are matters indeed to ftir 
aip thy Gratitude so the Giver of them, 


{ 
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but 


Of Humility. gor 


| but not fufficient grounds to make thee 


proud. Again, though the things them- 


! {elves be excellent, and more thine than any. 


» other outward things, yet thou art buta 


temporary owner of them; a violent Fea- 
ver, ora fit ofa Palfie, or Apoplexy, may 


rob thee of all thefeendowments,and thou 


mayft poffibly over-live thy Wit, thy Parts, 
thy Learning ; and if thou efcapeft thefe — 
concuffions, yet if thou live to Old Age | 


‘(a thing that naturally all men defire) that 


will abate, if not wholly antiquate, thy 


Wit, Learning, Parts; and ‘tis a foolifh —. 


thing for a man to be proud of that which 
he is not fure to keep while he lives, and ' 
muft lofe at laft in a great meafure when 
he dyes, even by reafon of that very pride. 
which accompaniesthemhere. Again, that’ 
very pride, which accompanies thofe excel- 
lent parts and habits, is the very thing that - 
either {poils, or very much debafeth, and 
difparageth both in the fight of God,and 


_Man5 itis like the dead flies in the confe- 
&ion, the worms at the bottom of the 


gourd, that taints and withers thefe excel- 
lencies, and renders them either contem- 
ptible, or at leaft much lefs valuable. The 
more a man values him(elf for thofethings, 
the Jefs he is valued by others; and it 1s 
a thoufand to one. that. this foolifh vain 

| | 7 humour 
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humor of pride mingles fome odd, fanciful, | 
ridiculous, or unfavoury togredients in the 
. actions or deportments of fuch men though | 
of eminent parts and abilities, that they 
receive more reproach or cenfure by their 
pride, than they receive applaufe by their 
parts 5 for as God refifts the proud, fo doth 
mankind alfo, and their very pride gives 
their adverfaries advantage. And as pride 
_ of partsand habits of the mind, isa foolifh | 
thing, fo pride of bodily endowments is yet 
more foolith and vain; becaufe itis raifed — 
upon a thing of'a bafer alloy than the for- 
mer; fuch as are Beauty, Stature, Strength, 
Agility; for though thefe are a man’s owa, 
yet they are things that are, not only fub- 
je@ to more cafualties than the former, but 
~ they are but ofan ioferiour nature. 

Again, yet more vain and foolihh ts that 
pride, that is raifed upon thiggs. that are 
either purely Adventitiows or Foreigz,or in 

the meer power of other men; as. pride of | 
Wealth, of Honour, of Applaufe, of fuc- 
cident Succeffes in actions, of Titles, gay 
Cloathes, many Attendants, great Equipage, 
“ Precedency, and fuch likéacceflions: And 

yet it 1s admirable to obferve the Vanity of 
_ the generality of mankind, inthis refpe@; 
there is {carce a man to be found abroad 
in the world, who hath not fome elation 
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of mind, upon the account of thefe and | 
the like petty, vain, inconfiderable advanta- 
ges; in all profeflions, as well Ecclefiafti- 
cal as Secular; in all ranks and degrees of | 
men, from the Courtier to the Page and 
Foot-boy ; inall ages, as well old, as young; 
almoft every perfon hath fome hobby-horfe 
or other wherein he prides himfelf. 

And this humor of pride doth rarely 
contain it felf within the breaft of that 
perfon wherein it lodgeth, (though it went 
no farther it is foolifh enough) but fpreads 
it felf into numerous Braxches; fuch as are 
contempt and {corn of others, contention 
and animofity againft thofe, that in any 
degree crofs them; ambition, envy againft 
any that are above them; vain-glory and | 
oftentation, hunting after applaufe; defire 
and delight in flattery and adulation of thems 
impatience of control, or contradiction, or 
difappointment of what they affe@; de- 
tractionfrom the worth or value of others. » 

And, befides the difturbance thatit makes 
abroad, it is an untolerable Difeafe inthe 
. Soul that is poffeffed therewith, renders his 

- life miferable, and puts him in the power of 
every man to be his tormentor: If a poor 
man, a Mordecaz, deny -but his cap or his 
knee, it makes Haman ftark fick and half 
mad, Hef?, 5.13. all his Honour and Glory 

. ' and» 
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and Favour avail not, fo long as Mordecai 
{ate in the Gate, and did him no reverence: 
any {mall neglect or affront; any crofs in 
expectation 5 any little inconfiderable dif- 
appointment to what he fets his mind upon, 


_ diforders him even to diftra&ion. 


The other Extreme is Bafenefs and Sordid- 
nefs of Mixd, which though it carries the 
fhadow of humility, vet it 1s quite another 
thing. And though fometimes, as in pride, 
fo in this of bafenefs of mind, the com- 
_ plexion and temperament may have an 

influence, yet it 1s moft commonly upon 
another account; namely, when a man is 
forlornly givenoverto the love of Wealth 
_ or Honour or bodily Pleafuresor Lufts, this 
doth make him proftitute himfelf to any 
bafe fordid means, or compliances, to com- 
pafs and attain thofe ends; there ts nothing 
{o bafe, or unworthy, that fuch a man will 
not undertake, or do, to the attainment | 
of what he thus defigns 5 fuch as are bafe 
Flattery of Mea in Power 3 ugly Compli- 
ance with their humours, though moft.nau- 
- feous, unfavoury 3; creeping and cringing 
even almo{tto Adoration of them; making 
pitiful Addreffes to their meaneft depen- _ 
dents, evenas low as Pages and Foot-boys, 

performing the moft unwarrantable offices 
'~ for thems and many times an external dif- 


_ guife, 


-_ 


| 


| 
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guile, athape of lowlinels and humility iit 


_ gefture, fhape, habies and deportiient, till 


‘they can attain theit ends 3 likethe Monk, 
that was always looking upon the. earth, 
in a fhape of humility, till he was chofen 
Abbot, and then changed his figure, and 
being queftioued for his fudden change by 
ove of his Covent, anfwered, id lis forme? 
pofture he was only lockimg for the keys 
of the Abbey, but now he had found them, 
he needed not the former pofturé. 

’ And this bafenefs of tind ts marly times | 
alfo the effe@ of the Fear of Mei, which 
many times works.fo mpch upon the thidd, | 
thar it carries men to bafe and unworthy 
vompliances, But trae Hamilityis a virtue 


: and temper of mind of another nature, 
- and arifing from better principles, [tis 4 


lowly. frame’ and habit of {pirie arifing 
from the due fenfe of the Glorious Excel- 
Jency of the Almighty God, and our own 
frailey and infirmity, and our infinite de- 
peadence upon his Bounty, Gooddefs, 
Mercy whereby we are under a conftant, 
firm, and found conviction, thac all the 
good that is in us, or that is enjoyed, or 
can be expected by us, is from the free © 
and undeferved liberality of that Gloriqus 
God.. Bae 7 / 
So that although, poffibly the helps af 
—— xX; Cotte 
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complexion, and conftitution,;and edu- 


‘cation may be contributory to the more 
-eafie acqueft and exercife of this virtue ; yet 

‘it is init felf the effe@ of a mind truly, and 
foundly principled, :the Spirit. of a found 
mind. And this humility of mind 1s not 


barely in the external habit or eounterfeit- 


ed deportment: many times.a Cynical, in- 
_ tolerable Pride is clothed with the mantle 


of Humility: but principally # is rooted ; 


m the very mind-it felf, and forthe moft 


part evidenceth its being by.thefe enfuing : 


particulars: | 


¢ 


1. A moft awful. and. fineere Reverence 


and Fear of the. Great and Gloriows God, an | 


habitual proftration of our fouls always 
before him, as the great and glorious So- 
vereign of Heaven and Earth, in whofe 
_ prefence we. always are, and to whom 


We owe an infinite fubjection and depen- | 


2A moft high and conftan Gratitude | 


and Thank fulvefs of heart and foul to-him, | 
for all the good we have in us, ,or that is | 


or can be enjoyed by us, recognizing bia, 


as the giver of our Being, of our Faculties, | 


our abilities, -and ftrength of Mind and 
Body, our Wealth, our Honour, our Com- 


forts, our Hope and Expectations; that he , 


is not only the giver.of them, but the So- | 
oo wereiga | 
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teteign Lord of them, and as may refume 
‘them when He pleafeths — a er oe 
 g. And confequently tpon this; that we 
owe tothat gteat arid Sovereign Lord‘a'dtie 
‘Employment of all,. that he’ hath thad Aven 
us, to his ‘glory and Serticé; and that we 
‘tuft therefore be accountable for thet, itd 
him who 18 our great Lord’ of Proptietir 
andMaftr; 9° 0 
' 4. Aconftant Vigilancy and AHention 
thind upod all our thoughts; words un 
actions; Dut efpecially, left we forget thie 
habitude of itiind that we'tHus Owe to Al< 
mighty God, and left pride, arfogaticf; © 


vanity, of vain-glory: {teal in upon ‘us'3 


‘checking and plucking up the firft ebulliti 
‘ons dnd rifidgs, the fittt buds arid niotroild 
-thereof: be + SG ty, . ee ee 


es 
" 


gs Which is but thé donfequence oF the 


former, 2 Sober Opinion concerning onr elves. 


‘dod all we cattdo, and fay 5 not thinking’ of —. 
‘Our felves above what we oughtto think: — 

-and,fince felf-love fo naturally adheres to us; 
‘tobe very jealous over oir felvess efpeci= 
‘ally in thofe a@ions that are good, or that 


theet with fome applaufe in'the world, left 


‘We either: value cher tov high, of ovetva+ 

~Jueour fel¢es by tedfon of chem, or left wé 

“are fhott id giving ‘to Almighty Got ‘that 

- Honour that ts dite to hiet;‘and salar 
* / 63 
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- 6 A diligenr,. and impartial,; and fre- 
“quent Conf, deration, and Examinatiox,and 
Anim adverfion of, and upon, our defeds and 
failings; for thefe, and thefe only are truly 
;and properly our own. : There. are,a fort 


cof artificial Pidures, sthac,. if. a -man_took | 


typon them one. way, they reprefent fome 
~ -beantiful comely. perfon ; byt if we look 
upon them another way, they prefent (ome 
3deformed: mpage Monfter: Our own 
‘partjality to our felyes. prompts us ta look 
-upon the Picture of our lives.aed actions, 


"$a that pofition.or pofture chat, renders n0- . 


thi ing but beautiful and vistupus; and we 
chave. feldom the: patience to look upon it, 
in-that pofition, that ‘may render our De- 
_formities and’. Vices 3 . and. thereupon. we 
give our felves the denomination aCCUF- 
-Gighy of Good-and Virtuous; and:either 
_.do not obferve, or. do not confider our own 
failings and defects. If we did. as well 


confider our fins which we. Commit, as the | 


duties which. we. perform: ‘and if in the 
- \confideration of our duties, :we did ‘but 
-confider how much more of duties we omit 
than: we. performs. and in the-duties we 


ed a a ee a a 


5 enna eee ens + - 


_perform, if we:did confider how much dead-— 


-ne(s, formality, hypocrifie, vain-glory, felf- 


feeking, and other unhandfor ingredients - 


— with —, and: fhould lay 
oe 2) a . be ; our 


£m 


Bar, 
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-our fins, our omiffions, our defects in one 


fcale, and that which were really and truly 
duty, and good, ‘and worthy in andther 
fcale: thé beft of mankind would foon find 
thae that which was truly good, in-thd 


whole courfe of his life, were a pitiful,’ 


flender {cantlet, and would be infinirély 
out-weighed- by his fins, omiflions, and’ 
defeéts ; and the due comparifon and pro< 
fpect of this, would quickly give him a! 
Le&ure of Humility; the Good wé do 
would indeed make us thankful, but the 
good we omit, the evil we commit, and the | 
deficiencies of our duttes, would make us’ 
Humble. © . ps a 
7. Charitable opinions of the perfons of | 


others, as faras poffiblemay be, It is true 


that neithér Religion, nor Carity com-- 
mands, or allows, any man to fay orthiok ~ 


that that which is in tt {elf a fin, isnot fos’ 


as that Drunkennefs and Whoredom, or: . 


Pride, or Vain-glory are not fins; the Law: 


of God, and the Law of Nature tells us” 


_ they arefins: But an Humble man, fenfible' | 


of his own fins and failings, will not pre-: 


fently be over-cenforious of perfons, or’ 


pronounee them reprobates, or men wholly * 


deftiture of the hope of falvation; bue will ' 


pity their failings and backflidings; buc_ 
X23. |. And 
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And -herein there,muft be duly. confidered — 


the difference between a private perfon 


anda aida perfon; whether. Minifter. or . 


- Magiftrate; the former, namely, a private 
perfon, humility muft teach him compaf- 
fion, charitablenefs, gentlene(s 5 but the 
latter, being intrufted in a publick. mini- 
{tration or office,doth altering vicibus agere, 
pis. perfonal humility, asa private perfon, 


_ mult teach him ta be charjtable, but yet 
nor to. be remifs-ar unfaithful, ig the exer _- 


cife of his office. 
‘The farther confideration of the princi- 
- ples.and compatiops of humility will ap- 
pear in the confideration of the Fruits, 
we Advantages, and Benefits. af trae Hae 
wsilit 


Be. sa ee thefe I {hall reduce. to thefe ihvee: 
Relations; I. in relation to Almighty Gods: 
2..In relation tq the humble perfon himfelf : 
a in relation tq others. Je is true that all) 
Vertes, if they be true and real, havea 
cagnexion one with anothers. they are. 
never fi ngle;. for the fame. principle that 
hegetreth one, begetteth all the reft, and. 
habicvases, and pcp the foal ia all | 


> we Ft 


me tabi ind era ‘dat me the : 


foul ; ; 


‘ 
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_. fouls as the Fear and Love of Gad;.Obe- 


dience to him ; Dependence on him; Be- 


neficence and Charity to mapkind, and the - 


like. But yet in purfuit of the fruits and 
advantages of Humility, 1 fhall apply my 
- felf to fuch as do moft naturally, and with a. 
_kind of fpecial reafon' and appropriation, 


belong to, or flow from,this vertue as fuch, - 


and-as do belong to its nature in a kind of 
abftract confideration. | | 


* Firft therefore, in relation to Almighty | 


God,*ihe Humble Man hath in 4 fpecial 


marine? thefe two great Advantages : 1. He: 


receives Grace or Favour or Honour from 


God; 2.He receives Ditection, Guidance 


and Counfel from God: Both which-are 


fingularly promifed, and; by a kind of fui- . 


tablenefs and‘congruity, conferred by Al-. 
mighty God upon his’ humble foul. _ 


Firft, Favour, Honour, and Grace from 
God is a fpecial portion of the Humble _ 
Man. The Wife man tells us here, He — 
. gives Grace to the Humble. And althongh | 

| Grace is a cémprehenfive word, and ins — 
cludes in it felf, not only Favour and ‘Ac-. 
ceptance with God, but alfo thofe other. 


 acceffions of the ‘gifts of his Bounty and 


Goodnefs, which comie from this Greay | 


Giver of every’ perféa gift a3, Wiklom, _ 
urity af. leart, 


: a 
a a’ 
’ 


Peace, Righreoutie®. 
a4 Pron Sr) nara? eo i "and 


~ 
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and the like, which are all alfo the portis 
on of a truly humble man ; yet I think the 
former is that which is {pecially tatended 
heres; namely Favour, Honour, and Accepe . 
tance with God, fo often exprefied in the 
Old and New Teftament, by the phrafe 
of finding Grace in the fight of God: Gen, 
19.18. Behold wow I have found grace in 
thy fight. Luk. 14. 9,10, 1%. He that bid 
thee fhall fay unto thee, Friend, come thon 
wp hither, then thou fhalt have worfhip or 
grage.in the preferce of theor thet fit at 
_ mcat with thees for be that exalteth bia- 
Self foall be abafed, and be that ahafeth him- 
felf foal be exalted. Sothat by Grace isin- 
tended principally Favour, Acceptance, Ho- 
nour and Efteem with the Great and Glo- 
rious God of Heaven and Earth: And 
certajnly were there no other reward of 
Humility, than’ Acceptance and Favour. 
_ with the Great Sovereign of the World, 

it were reward: enough. . We fee. daily 

What pains, and charge, and ¢xpence, and’ 
fervitude men undergo, to attain. the fa- 
vour of a Prince ‘or great man, though 
he be“but'a poor mortal worm; and how ~ 
micn ‘pleafe. themfelves, when they have 
afrained fome little unprofitable: re{pect 


froma great man: But what. ts that in 


cegmparifon of being iq.Grace and Favour 
ans e a with 
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_ with the King of Kings, the Lord of Heae 
veh? Efpécially when we confider thae — 
the Favour or Acceptance of the Glorious 
God is not a bare unprofitable Efteem or 
Grace, fuch as many times the great Fa- 
vourites of Princes obtain from them; 
But the favour and acceptance of God is 
always accompanied with Bounty and Be- 
neficence; As he is the Sovereign Ocean 
of all good, fo we may be fure, he will be’ 
communicative and liberal of it, to fuch 
as he favours. He, whofe benignity is 
hourly extended tothe meaneft of his Crea- 
tures, nay to the very worft of men, can- 
not be parfimonious or ftrait-handed to | 
thofe whom he accepts, and efteems, and 
honours. So thatthe humble man finds 
Grace in the fight of the Glorious God, 
' and, as an Effeé of that grace, the boun- 
-tiful communication of all neceflaries,good, 
from the Munificence, Boumty and Libe- . 
tality of him, that thus favours him: and 
this is reward enough for the moft pro- 
found Humility. =. | 
_ The Reafon why Almighty God accepts 
thus an Humble perfon, is the very fame | 
that makes him ‘sefift the Proud, which — 
is this; The Great God made all things ia 
the world for two Ends: wiz, 1, Thereby 
tocommunicate his own diffufive C ~——T 
ee i an 
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and Beneficence, and princi for the 
Glory of his own Crearnets, ifdom, 
Power, and Majefty 5 and although he re- - 
ceives no addition of Happjnefs by the re- 
turn of Glory from his Creatures, yet it is a 
thing he values: his Glory he willnot give 
to anather; and it is unbecoming the Ex- 
cellency of his Majefty to be difappointed _ 
in hisEnd. Glory is out of its place, | 
when it is not returned to the God of Glo- _ 
ry, or in ordertohim. It isthe natural,as 
well as the .reafopable, Tribute of all his ° | 
_ Creatures, and akind pf proper Reflexion 
of the Bounty and Splendor of all his works 
unto the God that made them. Now the 
Proud mak ufurps that Glory which is due 
to his Maker, ‘and takesitto himfelf; in- 
tercepts that que and natural return and 
reflexion ‘due “ unta ‘the Creator of all 
things, takes that’ tribute that is due to 
God, and applies it to himfelf; puts glory 
out of its place and natural courfé, which 
it fhould hold towards the glorious God, 
as thé’ Rivérs do’ td the Sea: ‘Abd this 
 ufurpation, as it.is.a kind of rebellion 
againtt' God, fo it’inverts and’ diforders 
the true and jut nattral'cdutfe of things 5 
and therefore’ as ‘the ptoud mari “hercin 
_ Walks cqntrary to'God, {0 God walks con- 
‘trary to him: They’ that bowour me, Iwill 
ne a rete tee | Pane foe eee * Hokour, 


« 
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houaurs they thet de pi feme faall. belight 
efiemed: 1 ee oo 7 
a mofh reafonable ad of Divine Juftice, 
fo they feem two things, that even up- 
" onan account of natural congruity muft 
"needs make the.condition of a Proud man 
1 nneafie and unhappy, in relation to Al- 
* mighty God: 1. Every thing is. beau- 
* tiful, aad ufefal, and convenient in its 
i proper place; but when it is out of, its, 
' place, becomes troublefom . and difor-. 
- derly, like a Bang out of joint, it cau- 
" feth difeompofure. .When therefore the 
' Proud. man arsogates to himfelf Glory,- 
and intereeptsits free returnto the God of 
Glory, to whom jt belongs,, Glory is out. . 
' of its place, and diforders, and difcompo-. 
' feth the ulurper of it, fo that he grows 
: figk:of it, fometimes to madnefs, but al- - 
' ways’ .to .diffempes. and difcompofure. 
| 2...The Proud man.is fo full of himfelf, 
‘ aad of the Honour, and Glory, which he 
- ufarps and attrads to himéelf, that he is 
' uneapable of an agcefiion of Grace or Fa- 
' vour from God: for he thinks he hath 
' egongh of his own, -and this obfrudts the 
' aceeGes..and irradiation of the Diyine Fa-. 
' vout,-Grace, and BenediGion. . Intus exi- 
 feasiprobsbet alienner. It isthe empty Soul, 
empty; I mean of Pride, en and 

7 ain- 
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Vain-glory, that is capable of fatisfaction 
with the Divine Goodnefs| tis 
_ But on the contrary, the Humble wan | 
hath thefe two oppofite advantages: 1.He 
carries Glory and Honour to him, to whom 
it belongs, to its proper center and coun- 
trey, namely, to the Everlafting God, 
aad that Ocean of Goodnefs and Perfection | 
that refides in him; and this gives the 
_ man eafe and quietnefs, and compofure of 
mind ; for he doth not intercept the. Tri- 
bute that is due to his Maker, but payes’ . 
it over to the right owner. If he dork’ — 
any good, noble, or becoming action, he. | 
checks the firft motion of pride and often- 
.tation io himfelf, and receives not the 
applaufe of others, but direés all the Praife 
and Glory of it, to that God, that hath 
done it by him, or to him, or for him : . Not 
unto us, but unto thy name give the Glory: 
And this gives him fingular quietnefs, fe- 
renity, and evennefs of mind, becaufe he 
is not furcharged with that which belongs 
not to him, .nor under thofe tortures aad 
boylings of mind, which this Tribute due 
to his Maker raifeth, when ufurped by a 
man to whom it belongs not.. Again, | 
2. By this Humility and Lowlinefs of mind — 
the foul is empty, not of what it fhdutd | 
have, but.of what it fhould not have; _ | 
| ~ y 
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by that means. becomes receptive and ca- 


pable of bleffigg from the God of Heaven, 
who filleth the hungry with good things, 


but fends the rich empty away. Aad this 


{eems to hold congruity to the very nature 
of every IntelleG@ual agent, that ads. with 


-- ao Underftanding and Will: We find, 


even in the regulated motions of our owa 


‘nature, a fecret aver{ne(s to gratifie a proud 


and haughty mans for he either {corns 


} or rejects ;a kindnefs, as beneath him; or | 


sae. *—/- at coat -—_—_—hlUF lh 


received and ufed. 2. It fe 


it; to Animals, in life ‘and fenfe, but not © 


arrogates and owns it as his due, and not 
a bounty: But.a perfon truly humble is 
fenfible of a beneft, thankful for it, gets 


_ within us, invites beneficence. And fyrely, 
_ though the bleffed God be not at all uoder 


the impotency of humane paffions, yet he 


-is,a- God of infiatte Wifdom, and placeth 


his beft benefits, where they will be beft 

é ems to hold 
congruity and proportion with the very 
courfe and nature of things natural: The 


_ Divine Benignity is much more diffufive 
than theLight, the Air, the moftcommu- 
_ picative Element, and filleth every thing | 
according to its meafure and capacity Ks | 
reception; Is that which communicateth 


it {elf to Vegetables in life aud vegetation, 
but not in fenfe, becaufe not, receptive of 


| 


368 Of Humility. 
4n reafon’ or underftaaditig, becauf not 
feceptive of its to Mair ia life, feafe and 
anderftanding that is common to the whole 
4pecies 5 andif they have but root ia them 
for it, add do not wilfully throw it from 
them, in grace alfo-and:favour.and atce- 
ptation; in: the: betteriig and improving 
‘of cheit Soul; ia tte influences-of his love, 
‘dire@ion andyuidaneé: ‘And fach a veffel 
4s the humble-Soal,: espty of pride, Self- 
‘atttibution, Vain-glory'y oite'that is glad 
‘of fach guefts.,. as the'Grace ‘and Favour 
‘and Aeceptance of God; ‘hath rodim ‘for 
‘them inhis-heart, aad ‘fo: beconies ‘4 fit. 
‘Tabernacle for the Influences of that God, 
that revives 'the {pirie df 'the humble. 7/:. 


ig ‘And héte -by che Béentgnity and Favotir 
‘of God I'do‘not mean heaping of 'Teanrpo- 
_ “wal Honours: of Wealth upon meas thefé 
‘are but {oiallinconfiderable things; fuch as - | 
“are cofimion' to proad, and many times; 
“denied to the -humible:’But they ™ have -a 
‘Getter exchange, namely,’ Peace With God, 
 Moward téftiatonits of his Favours, fecret 
indications oF his Love, direCtions and in- 
Cftruious by the fectet'whifpers and infer- 
-Shations Of his “Spitic,- quiétne(s and tran- 
 quillity of dtd, ‘and pledges of Iumerta: 
3Fity-and Fap pitiefs, théfer. 5 eel . 
bo howe Angi ed 
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———-Animi bona, fanibofqne rece ffus_ 
Mentis, G- incodinm generofo petévs honefto. 





And thefe are things. of a far greater | 
value than external Wealth and Honour: 
and as far before them, as the. Mind an 

Soul it felf is. But of this more in the 
mext. i ee 
_ 2. The fecond great advantage of the - 
humble foul is, .that he fhall be fure of Di- 
reZion and Guidance and Coun{el from the 
beft of Counfellours, the glorious God of 
Wifdom; Pfal. 25.9. The meek will he guide 


 injudgments the meck will he teach bis way. 


Meeknefs and Humility are but the fame 
thing under differentnames. os 
And this guidance.and. direCtion of Al-, 

mighty God 1s of two Riads, relating to a 


double end: 1. Guidance and directionia _— 


relation to his Eyerlafting End, the Sal- 
vation and Happinels of the Soul ; namely, 


what,heis to Believe, and Know, and Do, 


2 order to that greate{t and important 


End. And therefore it .1s obfervable that | 
although the Myftery. of the Gofpel of 
Chrift Jefus;;the cammon Inftrument of 


_the Salvation, of mankind, is.the moft wife 
_ and profound Defign and Myftery,: and af: 


the greateft importance that ever.che worl 


was acquainted with; yet the moft Wile 


. and 


Se 
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_ arid moft Glorious. God did vail and dref3 
that great and gtortous Myftery quite con- 


trary to the Wifdom and Grandetr of the. 


Worlds infomuch that to the moft koow- 
ing people of the world, and that were 


Full of their own Knowledge, the Fems, it. 


became a ftumbling-block 3 and to the 


Greehs, the moft learned and wife people in 


the world.and that were full of the fenfe 
of theic own Wifdom and Learning: it was 
accounted foolifhnef$; 1 Cor. 1. After that 
, 4 wi [dom the world knew not God, it pleafed 


im by the foolifonefs of preqching, natnely, 


of the thiags preac Chrift Crucified, 
to fave them that believe: Atd accordingly 
in the Primitive Times it fucceeded ac- 
cordingly, the Wife Rabbies of the Jews and 
- the Learned Philofophers of the Gentes, 
for the moft part, derided’ or rejected it: 
Not many Wife,not many Mighty entertain- 
edits forthe Wifdom of'God ordered the 
Wifdom and Myftery of the Gofpe] quite 
counter to that wifdom that was in vogue 
in the World: Aad we now fee the reafon 


why it was: fitly and wifely fo defigned, 


.for it was defigned: to thwart and crofs 
and confourd that corrupt Wifdom of the 


ee ee ~rtee 


‘World, which’ Had before’ corrupted the _ 


‘world by Wifdom and knew not God: But 
on the contrary ,’'the Meek and Humble 


& 


and 


- 
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and Lowly minds, and fuch were fome 
Jearned, as well as unlearned ; thefe ie- 
‘ceived the Gofpel :' The poor receive the 


‘Gofpel, the poor in f{pirit, lowly, meck: 
‘He that receivethnot the.kingdom of God as 


a little child, fall inno wife enter into it. It 
was fitted, ‘and ordered, and modeled in 


fuch a drefs, and fuch a method , that 
it was fuitable to the reception of fuch 
‘Souls, and none but fuch were receptive 


Again, Humility difpofeth theGlorious 
-God to give, and the humble mind to 
‘receive direction and guidance in all the 


-walk and concern of this life. A proud 
heart ordinarily difdaineth and underva- 
-Jueth:all other wifdom but his own, and — 
all other counfel but fuch as fuits with his 
-own Wifdom: And therefore the moft 
‘Glorious God moft commonly croffeth aid 


difappointeth him, or leaves him to the 
headinefs and mifery of his own countels, | 
and to eat the bitter fruit of his own rath- 
nefs and folly.. For, whatever the blind 


‘Men of the World think, the actions of 
-Men and their fucceffes are under the regt- 
_ «ment of the Divine Will and Providence ; 
-and it is‘ao wonder if he,. that invifibly 


governs the Events of the World, take the 


wife in their own craftinefs, and mingles 
ane : = < . Y 


giddinels 


od 
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_ giddinefs and difappointment in their coun- 
fels, and breaks the head of all their con- 
trivances; for he hath a thoufand ways 
with eafe and facility todo it. Wemay 
every day fee what {mall intervention quite 
fhatters, and diforders, and overturns the 
mott politick, fubtil, fecret, and well laid 
defigns inthe World : fo-that in one mo- 
meat a pitiful {mall unexpected occurrence 
wholly breaks in pieces a defiga of men 
Jaid together with long deliberation and 


forecaft; with huge profpedt and précaution. 


of difficulties; with great referves and pre- 
parations again(t all imaginable obftactes; 


with all the advantages of fecrefie, power, 


combination of parties, comnexion aad 
contignation of {ubfidiary aids; and yet 
one poor unthought of accident cracks ta 


funder, and breaks all to {hivers the whole 


elaborate Afachina fo that in amoment 
the fhivers thereof lie all broken’ and di- 
joynted likea potfherd dafht againft a wall; 


or the whole contrivance difappears like - 


the fabulous enchanted Calftles. 
But on the other fide, an humble Man 
Jeans notto his own underftanding 5 he 1s 


fenfible ofthe deficiency of hisown power 


and wifdom, and truftsnot init ; heisalfo 
fenfible of the all-fufficient Power and Wif- 

‘dom and Goodnefs of Almighty God, aad 
SOAS ge. 4 7 commits 


-* 


it felf into thofe {paces that omni. qui trabere 
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commits himfelFtd him for Counfel, Gui- 


dance, Direction, and Strength. It is na- 
tural for any Man or thing, thar is fenfi- 


ble of his own deficiericy, to feek out-after 
that which may be afiipport and ftrength 


tohim; and as Almighty God is efflentially 


Good and Petfedt, fo'he is (if I may ufe 


_ the expreffion) moft Naturally Communi- 
cative of it, toany that feeks unto him for 


it in humility and fincerity: 


The Ait doth not more natu- | ¥ Antonin. Je 
i se 8. fe, 45. Hand 


in refpiration, or to infinaate Jectrixubigs cirs 

| , cumfufa if moe 
are receptive of it, than the puef fe ingers, 
Divine Affiftatice, Guidance, [in meas. 
and Beneficence doth to the rare valent. : 
Defires and Exigerices and  _—s_ 
Wants of an humble Soul, fenfible of it 
own emptinefs and deficiency, and implo- 
ting the Direction, Guidance and Bleffing 
of the moft Wife and Bountiful God. Ican 
Call my own Experience to witneS,that ever 
in the External actions, occurrences, and 
incidencies of my whole Life, [ was never 
difappointed of the beft Guidance and, Di- 
rection, when in Humility ard fenfe of my 
own deficiency, and difidence of my owd 
ability to dire& my (elf, or tograpplé with 
the ‘ difficulties of a life, I have with 

: 3 B 


Humility - 
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‘Humility ‘and fincerity implored the fecret 


- Direction and Guidance of the Divine Wif- 3 
dom and Providence: And I dare therein _ 


-appeal tothe vigilant and {trict obfervation 
‘of any Man’s Experience,’ whether he hath 
not foundthe fame Experience in relation 
‘to himfelf, and his own adtions and fuc- 
ceffes , and whether thofe counféls and 
‘purpofes which have been taken up after 
an humble: invocation of the Divine Di- 
_reCtion have not always been moft fuccef- 
fulin the end. 
2. And as this Humility i is of isletlilile 
.ufe, in relation to theGlorious God'and 
: the Efluxes of his Blefling and Direction; | 
fo it is of fi fingular advantage, in relation 
to the Humble man hin félf,. as may appear 
in thefe enfuing Confiderations. 
‘1. Humility. keeps the Soul in great 
: Evennefs and Tranquillity : the truth is, that 
‘the ftorms and tempefts and diforders' of 
‘the Soul do not fo much (if at all) ‘arife — 
‘from the things’without us, as from the 
-paflions and diftempers of the Soul:it elf, 
-efpecially that of Pride and = Haugttiness, 
-which as the Wife Manfays, is the: -Mo- 
‘ther. of Contention, ‘and that wichitt 
“very Soul it felf, as without itis thab#hich 
‘blows up the’ paffions: of Anger, and Re- 
_-venge, and Envy, and Hatred, and-Im- 
. aa —— 
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patience, and Ambition, and Vain-glory 5, 
and from hence it is that the paflions do 
rage, and fwell; and roll one upon ano-, ° 
ther, like the Sea troubled witha ftorm.. 
What ts it, that upon any difgrace, or | 
difrepute, or affront put upon a Man,. | 


makes him vex himfelf; even to death, 


that he hath not leifure {carce for one quiet: 
or compofed thought? What is # that, | 
makes him jealous of another Man's ad- 
vancement; that makeshim hate andenvy - 
another that hath attained greater dignity. 
than himfelf; that makes his thoughts 
and endeavours reftlefs, till he get to be | 
greater or richer than others; and yet. 
when he hathattained not refting in it, but 
{till afpiring higher 5 that fills him with 
fears, and torturing cares, left he fhould 
either mifs. what he aims at, or lofe what 
he hath attained; that fills him with re- 
venge againftall that oppafe him, or ftand 
in his way, with impatience under any” 


_crofs or difappointment, many times al- 
~moft to the extremity of madnefs and 


frenzy 5 that makes him unquiet and dif-. 
contented withhis prefent condition, and 
raifeth a thoufand fuch diforders and dif- 
compofures in the minds of Men? All — 
thefe are moft plainly refolvable into this 


curfed diftemper of Pride and Haughtinefs, 
_ eS OF 


3 
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ef mind, as might moft evidently be made | 


out to any that will but trace back thefe 
diforders unto their root.and original; and 
eertainly therefore the ftate of fuch a man’s 
sind muft needs be marvellous diforderly 
andunghappy. 

- But Humility curés this difeafe , this 
Feaver of the mind; keeps the paffions 
cool], and calm, and quiet, and low, and 
keeps under hourly difcipline, throws cold 
water upon them. Have I received gn 
affront, a difgrace with great Men, con- 
tempt from my equal or ivferiour, re- 
proach and {candal, difappointment in my 
expectation of fome external advantage ? 


Am I like to be turned out of ofice, to 
be made poor, orthe like? Ihave two — | 


Confiderations, that keep me {till in an 
equal temper, and that filence all thofe 


paflions, which prefently in a proud Man 


would be all on fire, and in a hurly- 


burly : 1. I-know that thole things come — 


not without the Divine Commiffion, or at 
— Jeaft permiffion; and fhall [ not quietly 
fubmit to that will of my great Sovereign 
‘Lord, to whom Towe my felf; and whofe 
will f pray daily may be done? It was 
an adorable inftance of this Humility: in 
David, when, to ‘add to his prefent fad 
ee er ee ee 
rte a an 
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and although hehad power and opportu- 
nity left him to revengeit, yet he forbad it, 
for it may be the Lord hath bid Shimei 
eurfe. And again, 2. What am J, that 
¥ muft not be croffed, or reproached, or — 
contemned, or difappointed? Alas, a poor 
weak finful man, I cannot. be made lower 
in the efteem of the World, than I am in © 
my own. If the World reproach, {poil me 
of what Ihave; if lam poor, or {corned, 
it is but what I deferve, and lefs than I 
deferve for my fins at the hand of God:, 
Though perchance! am flandered, or falfly: 
accufed by them, yet I know ill enough 
of my {elf to make me bear patiently even 
a falfe accufation; and they cannot make 


_ me more low, and vile,. in the efteem of 


others, than I amin my own. And thus 
Humility breaks and quenches the pat- 


fions, and keeps the mind ferene and ua- 


difturbed under all external occurrences. 
But to defcend to particulars more di- 
ftinctly. oe a 

‘2. Humility gives Comtentation in any. 
condition or y opm And thereafonis,be- — 
caufe aa humble mind is never above that 
{tation or condition of life that the Divine 
Providence orders, but rather under or 
below it, or atthe moft holds pace with it. 
When the mind ruas = Sate the — 

| 4 | of 
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prune humility epon thefe enfuing Confiderati- 
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of a Man, it is like a fpend-thrift, that: 
lives beyond his Eftate, and therefore be- 
comes neceffarily poor, and never enjoys 
what it hath, becaufe it bufies it felf ever- 
more in anxious purfuit of what it hath - 
not: ‘And that mind, that in relation ta 


the thingsof the World, runs beyond its — , 


ftation, can never be contented nor quiets, . 
and though he attain this.year, what he 
anxioufly purfued the laft year, yer ftill 
his mind will be running farther, and ftill 
keep before his acquefts, as the fore-wheel. 
of the Coach will {till run before the hin- 
de'-wheel: But an humble Man is ever 
contented, with what the Divine Provi- 
dence and Honeft Induftry allotts him,. 


-and enjoys it comfortably apd thankfully, 
. and can fit down with a narrow fortune 


with this contenting contemplation, That 
which I have is’ given by the. Bomntiful. 


‘God, of liberality, not of debt; if [had 


Jefs, it were more than Icould deferve; for 


Jean with Facob fay, out of the fenfe of 


my. own unworthinefs, I am lefs than the 
Jeaft of all thy mercies, blefled therefore be 
his name. - * | ers, | 

3- Humility gives always Patience under 
ail Adverfty of what kind foeverit be; and 
this is always an effect and companion of. 


b 
ken 


i 
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ons:1.The greateft caufe of Impatienceisnot 


| fo much,. from. the preffure: and force of ' 


any external. crofg or. calamity, as from 
the great diffurbance gnd relu€tance of the 
mind: of hym:that faffers its. and this it is 
that raifeth up the waves and billows 
within: -the crofs or calamity it may-be is 
rough and beyond the power of him that 


- fuffers it to extricate or control: And.on 


the other fide,. when it meets witha mind 
as tumultuous and .contumacious .as the 
calamity or crofs, it raifeth a f{torm, as 
when the wind and tide are contrary, or 
like that ftate of Paxl’s voyage in the 
Adriatich Sea-;~ where two Seas. met, 


 A&s_27--which oftentimes endangers the 


zeefiel. He that violently and impetuoufly | 


contends againft a calamity, is like one 
bound with a {trong yoak or bond, his 
ftrugling , like.a wild Bull 10 a net, galls’ 
him more than the yoak it. felf otherwife 
would do 3; anda proud and haughty {pi- 
rit, commonly mifcalled courage, contri- 
butes moreto his own uneafinefs than his 
crofs doth : But an humble, lowly mind is 
naturally more able to bear his crofs with. — 
more patience, becaufe it is evident that 
the foftnefs, humility, and quietnef{s, and: 


( calmnefs of his. mind breaks the force of: 


the calamity, and renders it more eafie. 
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by fubmiffion toit. 2. Again, every true | 
humble Man looks upon the worft con- 
dition ‘that heis under, to be lefsthanhe_, 
- deferves, As long as 2 Man lives in the 
World, there is no condition fo trouble- 
fom and painful, and uneafie, but it may 

_ be worfe; ‘and an humble Man always 
thinks that that condition or ‘circumftance | 
of his life; which may be worfe, isnot _ 
_ the worft that he deferves. It may beI | 
atn poor, but yet I am well efteemed, | 
I deferve both poverty and difefteem; it _ 
_ may beIam poor, and under acloud alfo 

of ignominy and reproach, -yet I have 
my health of body, ‘and compofednefs and 
{teadinefs of mind, and this is more than 

I deferves It may beI am, with Fod, under 

, a confluence and complication of calami- 
ties, lofs of Eftate, of Children and Re- 
lations, cenfured by my very Friendsasan 
Hypocrite and one under the difpleafureof’ | 
Alchainy God, my body macerated with { 
difeafes, yet I have life, and where there | 
is life there is hopes; Wherefore doth the 
living man complain, a san for the puxifb- 
ment of his fins ¢ oe the living man 


- hath no caufe to complain, becaufe al- 


_ though he fuffer the lofs of all other things, 
yet his life is {pared and given him for 
aprey. The humble manis patient there. 
_ - « fore 
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fore under his fufferings of any kind, be- 


caufe he carries with him the due fenfe of 
his own unworthinefs and demerit, and 
upon a judicious account looks upon his 
meaneft, loweft, worft condition, as bet- 


_ ter than he deferves. at the hand of God. 


3. The humble Man is patient under all 
conditions, becaufe he always bears a 
mind intirely {ubje@ and fubmitting to the 


' will of the great Sovereign Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, and whiom he knows to be’ 


the Sovéreign Lord of all his Creatures ; 


to bethe great difpenfer or permitter and 


rector of all the events in the World ; to 
be the moft Wife, Juftand Gracious Gods 
and therefore he doth not only fubmit to 


his -will, as an ac& of Neceffity which we - 


¢annot control, or as an at&t of Duty in 
obedience to his Sovereign, but as an a& 
of Choice, of Prudence, and*becaufe the 
will of his Maker ts wifer than his own, 


and moreeligiblethan hisown; andthere- | | 


fore he makes the will of his Maker his 


own choice, and upon the account of'true’ 
judgment concludes that whatfoever the- 
~moft Powerful and Irrefiftible, the moft 


Wife and Prudent, the moft Juft and __ 


’ Merciful’ Will of God appoints for him, 


is not only fic for him tofubmit unto, but. 


alfo tochoofe, and as well cheerfully aud 


- thank- 
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thankfully, as patiently and ‘quietly to 
follow and elect: And therefore fince he | 
well: knows that all the fuccefles ‘of his 
life are under the regiment , government 
and pravidence of the moft Glorious, So-. 


vereign, Wife and Merciful God, even 


thofe that feem inthemfelves moft trouble-. 


fom, uneafie, and grievous, he patiently 
and cheerfully comports with the Divine 


Will in the toleration of them, and waits, 
upon his All-fufficiency and. Goodnefs in. 


his duetime, either to remove them, or 
to fupport him moder them. 


4. Humility gives great Afoderation and 
Sobriety and Vigilance in the fulleft enjoy- 
ments of Temporal Felicity of any kind 
whatfoever. There. is a ftrange Witch-. 
craft in Profperity.to rob a Man of Inao-. 
cence: How many in the World have I, 
in my time feen, that under the greateft. 


_ preffures of croffesand calamities, of po- 
verty and reproach, have kept their Con- 
{ciences fair and clean, their Innocence , 
Integrity, Piety and Goodnefs within them 
and about them, that yet by the warm 
beams and funthine of external Profperity 
have caft off their Innocence, as the Tra- 
veller did his Cloak in the Fable, made 


fhipwrack of their Confciences, and be- 
cameas great oppreffors, asdiforderly and 


debauched 
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-debauched livers, as proud and infolent, 


as. perfe&. worldlings, as if they had 


‘never heard of a Heaven or a Hell, of 
-a God ora Redeemer, or of a Judgment _ 
.tocome? True Humility isa great guard 
upon the Soul of a man againft theferocks 
-and hazards. An Humble.. Man looks 


upon all his, plenty and profptrity, not as 


‘his own, or the reward of his defert, but 
as the depofttum of the great Matter of the 
‘Families of Heaven and Earth, talents | 
entrufted to him as a Steward. and an Ac- 
‘countant to employ for his Mafter’s ufe, 
.ferviceand honour, not for hisowngran- | 

deur or' pleafures he confiders the more 
“he hath, the greater is his Account, and ” 

‘the greater his Charge, and in it finds 
“no matter.to advance his thoughts con- 
_cerning himfelf, or to make him proud, 
-but to make him the more careful to em- 
_ploy it: And his humility 1s not dimint- 


fhed: by his plenty, but-rather increafed, 


. and this keeps him fober and moderate in 
-the ufe of what he hath; for he looks 
upon:all he hath, as noone of-his own, 
‘but his Mafter’s 5 to whom heéis account- 
able; and asit makes him fober and mo- 
_derate in the ufe of what he hath,- fo it 
-makes him ftudious to employ. it to the 
‘honour of his Mafter, and. faithfulin that 


_ employ- 
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employment. Again, as he looks upon : 


the things of this World as depofited, in 
his hands for the account of his Lord, fo 
he looks upon them as dangerous tempta- 


tions to deceive him of his innocence and =: 


integrity; and both thefe make him ever- 
more ftri@ly vigilante over himfelf, lef 
the prefent’ gatas and glory and opporte- 
nity of profperity get ground upon his 
thind or his virtue, efpecially upon his 
humility : for worldly Grandeur fecretly 


fteals away that virtue, or impairs it, . 
fooner -than any other. Pride is a kind of ' ; 


fhadow, or rather a Devil, that -ordina- 
rily haunts.and waits upen trina reat. 
me{s and profperity, and therefore hi 
a {tri& guard over his Heart, and watches 
narrowly the firft blooming or blooming 
of Worldly-mindedaefs, Selfdependance, 
_ Trofting in: uncertaja Riches, making 
=— his Hope or his ngery seme but 
efpecially upon {wellings of Vain-glory , 
Pride, Su applaute ; a thofe otter si 


min that commonly breed in the Soul, by: 


the worm-influences of profperity: and 
henever fuffers thefe unclean Birds to routt 


or reft: in his Souls checks and rejects 


the very firft motions of them, and cruthes 
thefe viperous eggs in the very firlt ap- 
‘pearance: and to prevent the very firft 
as “ 7 _ Oppose 
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opportunities of their production , he 
watcheth himfelf upon all occafions; {e- 


| rioufly refle&ts upon the danger he is in; 


carefully tries every emergent Thought. 
Word and Action, whether it hath any 
fecret tincture of Pride or Vanity, and if 
he find the leaft rifiag of them, he fuppref- 


fesand ftifles them. 


5. Humility is an excellent Remedy a-— 
gainft the paflion of Fear , even of the — 
wort of evils, Death it felf, and much 
more againft the fear of Reproaches, Loffes, 
and all external calamities whatfoever 5 - 
gives patience under an incumbent evil, | 
doth naturally, and bya kind of neceffary 


_confequences, arm a Man againft the fear 
, ofan imminent or impendent evil, and 


upon the very fame grounds and reafons , 
and therefore they need not be again re- 
peated. Commonly Surprize and Unex- 


. pectednefs of any evil renders the Fear 
more terrible; and becaufe it takes a Man 


upon the fudden, and before hé can com- — 


, pofe himfelf , or rally thofe Succours of: 


Hope and Reafon to fupport him againtt it ; 


- it is like afudden difeafe, that furprifeth 
the body that labours under ill humours, 


before it can allay or moderate them by 
preparative helps or Cathartigks, whereby 


; afudden combuftion arifeth, and many 


times | 
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‘times more danger arifeth from the dif _ 
-compofure of the humours, than from the : 
‘malignity of the difeafe it felf But hu. - 
mility keeps the mindina {ober well pre. | 
pared temper3 keeps the paflions under 
difcipline, and is always ia a readinefs to | 
receive the fhock ofa danger of evil 1m- 
minent or impendent, without any great | 
diforder’. or aftonifhment: An humble 
- Man hath no fuch great value: for himfelf, 
_ .asto think he is to be dxempt from cala- 
mities ; and therefore isrot much ftartled — 
at the Japproaching.of.them: he reckons — 
+he hath portion enough in: this World, if 
-he can keep his Ianocence; the’ Peace of : 
his Confcience, and:Quietnefs within; as 
for matters of the World, as he makesnot 
their enjoyment the object of hishope, fo 
he makes:not their lofs any great motive 
-of his fear God’s will be done is.thelan- 
. guage of his Soul in relation tothem. fs 
he threatned ‘with the Lofs-of his Eftate, _ 
of his Friends and Relations, ‘of his Ho- 
nour and Efteem, - and -hath he’ the news 
of his Death either from without, by 
violeaces or perfecution, or from within ? 
by the forerunners of: it,’ ficknefs or :old 
age? yetisheby no meaas tormented with 
hae by thefe meffengers.. 
' 1. The Evennefs oF hts’ own mind fur- 
| nifheth 


es = 
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nifheth him with the opportunity and ufe 


' Of his Reafon to cheek his fear as a vain, 


foolith and unferviceable paffion, that 


may torment him, and by prefent antici- 
’ pation make his prefent condition worfe 
_ and more troublefom, but not cure the 


danger. | 7 
2. The fenfe of his fubordination to the 


Divine Power and Pleafure, quiets his 


' mind withthisthought : My Maker wants, 


' not Power to refcue me from the dan-— 
' ger, fhe pleafe; but if he be not pleafed,. - 


It is my wifdom and my duty to fubmit to 


his good pleafure 5 itis the Lord that doth 


* inflict or permit, his will be done. 


3. Upon the approach of fuch dangers 


or evils he retires into himfelf; What am 
I, that I fhould think to be exempt from 
' thofe imminent evils? what title have 


‘ [to any the leaft good I enjoy ? is it not 
' the meer bounty of my Maker ?- If the 
’ danger I forefee leave me any thing, if | 
they leave my life, they leave me more 
‘ than I deferve ; if they be {uch as miemace 
_ the lofs of that alfo, they yet cannot take 
" away my innocence, my integrity, my 
' peace with God,. and with my felf; and 
' jt 13 an admirable bounty that the God of 

_ Heaven hath preferved that to me, and 
accepts this little poor {mall good that he © 


finds, 


ee ee ee eee en ee 


— 358 Of Hemility. 

. finds, or tather makes, i me, fo a9 te 
reward with his Favour aid deceptation 
atid peace with hitin. Good God! wher 
I took wpon that which 4 call my Ianv- 
cence, what a footred prece it 1s, that £ 
am even affanied to chil it maccence 5 

- when I look upon’my Integrity, with 
what 4 deal of fecret Hypocrifie hangs 


about it, thar ie defetves not the nante of © 


fiteptity which is truly fachs it is his gift 


to the that is pleafed to own and rewardic 


ag mitie, with peace and favourable acce- 


pratice § and as fong ashe is pleafed tocouw 
tinue to te what indeed is hts, and tres — 
to accept it as if it were my own, What - 
reafon ‘have I to fear the lofs of ail thimgs 
elf, even life it felf? fince ftill TI enjoy | 
much ‘more than Idéferve, and which no | 
Man or Devil, no calamity or danper, no - 
frot Death it felf can deprive me of. And — 
thus far of the advantages of Humility m _ 


relation to a Man's feif. 


2. The Advatitage of Humility ix rela: | 
tior to Others %s- of two kinds 5 t. The | 
advantage the humble Man hath to others : | 


2. The advantage the Kumible Man ‘re- 
ceives from others upon the account of ‘his 
— Humiliry. | Se od BS bey 

1. As to the fornier of thefes we may 


y\ 


. eafily judge what Good an Hunible Maa 


wo 


: brings 


| 
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brings to Mankind, by confidering the 
Evi! that Pride or a Proud Man bringeth 
thereunto. if a Man duly confiders moft 
of the mifchiefs that happen to Mankind, 
and follaw them to their Original, he fhall 
find that the maft of them owe their Ori- 
ginal to this Root. Let a Man but look 
abroad in the World, he fhall find a fore of 
evil Spirits, or Furies in this, chat fill it 
with infinite diforders ard mifery : For in- 
ftance, Atheifm, Hatred, Strife, Con- 
tention, Wars, difparaging Powers, He-> 
refies, Envy, Ambition, Sedition, Oppref- 
fion, Perfecution, Detraction, Slandering, 
‘Cruelty,. Contempt, Uncharitablenefs , 
Cenforioufiies&, anda thoufand more (uch 
deviltth Furies, that fill the World with 
blood, and confefion, aud diforder; And 
‘now let us but trace thofe, or any of thofe: — 


- to their Original, we thall find that for: 


the moft (part) Pride is that Pasxdora’s 
Box, out of which they fpring and iffue, © 
-Let us take an eftimate of {ome of them = 
Atheifm, that cuts in funder all the bonds 
of Religion, Government, and Society, 
-whence comes it? but by the Pride cf 


-- mens Hearts, that cannot endure to have 


a Sovereign Lord above them, but that 
they may be felf-dependent § or the Pride 


of Mens Wits; that out of fear of any 


, ae thing" 


‘ 
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thing they think vulgar, and to magnifie 
themflves, dare attaque the moft fove- 
reign truth in the world, the Being or 
Providence of God. So for Contention, 
Strife, Ditobedience to Parents, Rebellion 
‘againft Governours, they all fpring moft 
ordinarily from the fame root of Pride: by 
Pride cometh Contentions men that cannot 


endure to becontrolled, either by Laws ot | 


Governours, by Parents or Supertours, but 
think their own Willand Lufts muft be the 
uncontrollable rule of all their actions. So 
ggain for Wars, there is rarely any. war be- 
tween Princes or States, but either of both 
fides, or at leaft of one fide, Pride and 
Defire of Domination is the true foot and 

aulz of it, though it be gilded over of- 
teutimes with other pretences. “Again, 
for the moft part, the Difputes among 
-perfons of Learning. or pretending to it, 
.arife from thefe lufts of Pride contending 
for fovereignty in Wit or Learning, im- 
Apatient of contradiction, eager and impla- 


able, contefting for reputation, victory,- 


and the maiataining of what they have 
ence afferted , and. {Corning the: leafk re- 
traction, So that many times, upon petty, 
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jnconfiderable, unufeful, ‘inevident trifles, ! 


-™mea are as hotly engaged, as if Heaven ° 
were at {take upon ig ; And from hence . 
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many times come Herefies, when men 
pretending to greatne(s of wit or learning, 
but in truth of haughty ungovernable {pi- 
rits, either upon the {core of vain-glory 
and reputation, or upon fome conceived 
affrent or neglect from the Orthodox, fet 
up for themielves, draw parties to them, 
and begin a Scheme of Religion of their 
ow drefling : From the fame root comes 
Envy, Ambition, Detraction from others, 
becaufe they think all preferment due to 
their own worth; and chat any good that 
happens to others is a kind of derogation 
from them{elves 5. afpiring thoughts, and 
parties endeavouring to crufa and ruine 
all that ftand in their way to that mark 
of grandeur that they aim at. And the — 
Jike initances might be given in almoft all. 


- thofe turbulent Lufts and Pafficns among © 


men, that break out to the common di- 
fturbance of Mankind; and all humane So- 
cieties. | 3 | = 

Aud therefore certainly, whatfoever 
Virtue, or Temper or Habit (or whatever 


_elfe we fhall eall ic ) there 1s, that cures 


this mad, unruly, and exorbitant luit, of 
Pride among men, muft needs be one of 
the moft benevolent, and uleful, anc advan- 
tageous things to Mankind and humane . 
Society 5 and this is that excelent Virtue 


Z 3. of 


342 Of Humility. 


of Humifity and Lowlinefs of the mind. 

If this virtue did obtain among all men, 
-it were not poffible that thofe blaftering 
Storms that difquiet and difotder Man- 


kind, would be found in the world 3 but’ 


| inftead thereof Peace and Lové, miutual 


Offices of Kindnefs and Charity, Sweetnels. | 


of Converfation, every one giving prefe- 
rence to one another, rather than invading 
him, his reputation or intereft, beneficent 


2 to all. 


But it is true, there is fitele hope that 
alt Mankind will arrive to fach 4 temper ; 
and this indeed is that which # the only 
" confiderable Objeion againk it, which may 
_ be thus improved : 

You commend Htimility , as the gieat 
fovereipa Antidote apaintt Pride, the com- 
mon difturber Of Mankind 5 iid certainly 
what you a 1 démbrftiatively true, if 
all the wofld coutd Ke pérfwadéd to it; 
but this never was, nor never can be ex- 
pe@ed 5 as there are Wolves, arid Lténs, 
and Beats, and Foxes aniong brutes, as well 
as Sheep, and other innotent biutes ; and as 
there are Kites, and Wulturés, and Hawks 


among birds, as well as Doves; dnd other - 


innocent birds 5 fo amotig men there ever 
(have been) and ever will Bé ite of 
_ ine arid HM Henghtinet of Nhibitton add 

: _ Vain- 


\ 
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Vain-glory, of Savage and Cruel Domi- 


neering Spisjts : And therefore unlefs all 


could be perfwaded to be Meck and Hum- 


ble, it were as.good and hetter that none 
— fhould be, upan thefe two accounts; v72. 


1. That as long as the moft of Mankind 
are guilty of «his paflion of Pride, nay, if 
jt were but aa equal, aay, a lefs number 
in propartion ¢o,thele that are humble and 
meck, the world would ftill be as tumul- 
thous asevyer: a siolent- wind caming ontaf 


ane: Caaft, would make the §eaas trayble- . 


fom, asif it came out ofa many. 9. Agaia, 
thefe that were meek and humble would 


he effpofed, asa comman.prey, to all the 


‘eft, and their condition would .be fo 


mach the warle jn.the Wasld, -by their 
| humility and smecknels : their Cale in the 


Warld wauld be like a fair Gamelter, 


that plays-farly, meetisg.watha foul ar — 


eheating Gamelter, he were ture.to goby 
‘the lof : Therefore (inge Pride, the.md- 
ther of Viqlence, avall be nfed.in the world 


by Some, and 4t.may be, che greatelt. pare 


Of Moakiad, st, 19 better ta be of the fame 
gmake, to deal with them,at their own 
areapan, to; ke as proud, and.confequently 
.as iglent, asthe reft of Mankind, Gfor 


at. 4s,part-of, the Game of-the world) ahd 


thea .a.man, may have, fgmewhat, .other- 
Ba. wile 
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wife Humility makes his cafe worle : Vete- 
vem ferendo injuriam invitas novan.Where 
_ the Countrey is full of Wolves and Tigers, 

it is better ya a Wolf ora Tiger, as well . 
as they, than be a Sheep, and — to. 
their’ Violence. 

I. Anfwer to this Objedion: — 

1. As to the former part, that though 
it be true, that it can never be expected 
that all the world fhould be perfwaded to 
be Humble, ‘no more than it can be ex- 
pected that all fhould ‘be perfwaded to be 
Virtuous, Juft, or Honeft, but yet if 
there were fome , though the leffer part, 
of Mankind truly Humble and Lowy, it 
- would make very much to the abating of | 
‘thofe Evils that arife by the Pride and 
Haughtinefs of men: 1. Becaufe’ the more 
Humble men there are in the world, itne- 
‘ceflarily follows there are the fewer Proud =: 
Men, ‘and confequently fewer common | 
Difturbers of the peace and welfare of 
‘Mankind and humane Society. 2. When 

‘the conteft comes by the proud Man againft 

‘the proud Man, indeed there is the fame | 
_.tumult between them; as if there were 

‘none humble but when the conteft is by 

= proud Man againtt the humble Man, — 
the ftrife is quickly at an end : itis atrue. — 
Prevesb, Ie is the fecond blow makes zhe 


fray § 
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fray : the humble Man gives way to the 
wrath and infolence of the proud Man, and 
thereby ends the quarrels for =, 46... 
Yielding pacifieth wrath, faith ee 
the Wife Man, and I have very often ob« 
ferved that the Quietnefs of Spirit, and 
Humility of a Man attaqued by a Proud 
Man hath fubdued and conquered his Pride 


: and Animofity to a wonder, and made 


him tame, that by oppofition would have 
been furious and implacable. 

Soft words break the bones,  u, Prov. ag. 13 
and a Swordisfooner broken , 4 a —_ 
by ablowupon a Cufhionor bur 
Pillow that yieldeth , than 


upon a bar of Iron that refifts. But if it 


fhould fall out, that the Proud Man’s Vio- 


lence is not broken by the Gentlenefs and 
Facility of the Humble Man, whereby he | 
fuffers in his own particular, yet there be 
two advantages that hereby happen to the 


publick : wz. 1. That the contention is 
‘foon at anend; the Proud Man hath got 
‘the day, and the parties are quiet. 2. It 


; gains a fecret compaffion from the be- 


———t 
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holders to the injured humble Man, and . 
a general refentment and deteftation of the 


‘injury committed to the humble Man that 


receives the injury with fo much Humte 
lity, and bears it with fo much sae 
al aaa a 
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aud thereby Pride and Oppreffion become 
the common objects of the general dete, 
{tation of infolence, pride, and opprefiion; 
and the generality of mankind 


look on ther. as beafts of prey, with hatred 
_ and abherrence, aad endeavour means to. 


feeure themfelves againft it. 3. A third 
advantage is this, That though oftentimes 


a i as 


homble aod good men arec-expofed to the 


yet they are a kind of ferment or Icaven 
in the places. where they live, and by the 


feeret influences of their virtues, the com- 


mendablenefs of their converfation, and 
the fecret interef that virtue hath ja the 
fonl, not anly of good but even of .the 


iworlt ‘men, it doth work upon mankind, 


_ pMiimilates ia feme -meafure to it felf, aod 
munkes others good and humble by a ‘kind 
ef fecret Magnetifm that that vistue path 
stpon the minds of men: aadthe more fyuch 
are:in ‘number in the world, the moze ef- 
fectual and qpepative their example .aad 
‘inBuence will be pea thofe with whom 
hey converfe. | 

2. As to the fecond, namely , the. Ly- 
mage and ‘Detriment that the Augble 
smuan  Teceives.in the world upon. fe .WeEy 
. -apcount of -his humility, iI anfwers Rist, 
that. Detriment ig ie auaaiges' 


- 


injuries of the proud, vigjent and infolent, 
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withthe quiet arid tfanquillity and eveh- 
niefg and conipofednefs of his own mind: 
As 4 than poffefieth his owa-Soul by pa- 
tience, fo he doth by humifity, namely, 
thé compofednefé, righ¢ temper, and due 


¢ftacé of his own mind, which no proud, 


or vidlent, of impatient man doth or 
can. But, fecondly, it (is) moft certain, 
that though an humble man, may upon 
the very fcore of his humility and meek- 
ne(S$, receivé a bruth in the world, yet 
at the long run le gains advantage there- 
by, éven in this. prefent life. When I 
firlt read the faying of ottr Saviour, 
Matth. 5. Bleffed are the mech, for they 


_ Cfhall) inherit the earth 3 Tiooked upon it 


as a in¢er Paradox, if applied to the — 
comftits of thisitfe, and therefore thought 
it muft be meerly, and only intended of 
that néw Heaven ahd new Eatth where 
im dwelfeth the fighteows; but upens 
deeper cétifideratton 1 found it, in a great 
meafttre, true alfo of the former; for, 


1. It is tioft cettatn, that no proud man 


is truly foved by any but himfelf, -but, 
{% far -as félates to his pride, every man | 
hates him + “One proud man -perfectly — 


hates dnother, arid looks upon him as his 


eriemy3 -atid thofe -vety actions of pride 
‘that his own felf-Fove makes ‘him approve, - 
at be ee sk Re me Get pee Veena : A 
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or at leaft allow in himfelf, he fcorns, 
derides, abhors in another : and though 
an humble Man hath a common love to 
every Jan, though Proud, or otherwife. 
_ Vicious, -as being one of Mankind, yet 
in relation-to his pride he loves him not 
_nor approves. That very Confideration 
therefore, that renders a Proud Man hated 
or not Joved , renders an Humble Man 
loved and approved 5 yea, and by the very 
Proud Man himfelf, for he looks upon 
him ‘as no obftacle or impediment to the 
attaining of his ends, as one that is inju- 
rious to none, beneficent to all, gentle, 
and one that ftands not in his way, giving 
- all due refpet%, honour and deference 
fuitable to his place and dignity ; .he 
wifheth all the world were fuch as he, 
except himfelf, and therefore he refpects 
and tenders him; ye, and we fhall by daily 
experience fee in the world, that if one 
Proud Man injure or opprefs an Humble 
Man, .’tis.a thoufand to one another under-. 
takes his patronage, defence and vindicati- 
on, and very oftentimes is a means of his 
protection and deliverance. 3. But farther, 
It Js a certain and experienced truth, that 
Virtue and Gogdnefs, efpecially that of 
Fiumility, hath a fecret party and intereft , 
even in the worft of men; and men {cerctly » 
; | __ love, 


Of Humility. 349) 


love, or at leaf approve it in another, 


though they practife it not themfelves; for: 


Virtue and Gaoodnels and Humility hath 


a fecret congtuity to the true and genuine 


frame of the humane Nature; and thoush 
mens lufts and paflions in a great mea- 
fure obfeure the confonancy to it, they 
can never extinguifh it, but the mind and 
confcience will give a fecret fuflrage, 
wherever it finds it. 4. It 1s a thing ob- 


‘fervable, that though the generality of 


Mankind abound with pride, intemperance, 


injuftice, and almoft ail kind of vicious. 
' difpofitions, yea, though the beft of men | 
are not without the irruptions of fome of | 


thofe diftempers, and though it'muft needs 


-be, that where therets the greateft number: 


there is the greateft external force either to 
make fuch Laws as they pleafe, or to make 


fuch Governours as may be fuitableto their _ 


| difpofition ; yet it is rare, and a very prodi- 


gy to find any Nation to make Laws in fa-. 


vour of Pride, Ambition, Intemperance, 


- Luxury, Oppreffion, Violence, lojuftice,e*c. 


orto choofe fuch Magiftrates or Govern- 
ours (Where it 1s in their choice) as are 
apparently inclinable.to thofe Vices; but 


in their choice they choofe fuch, as may 
rather fupprefs thofe vices, and. maintain 


and encourage Sobriety, Humility, _— 
= a nefs, 


‘ 
ad 
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nefs , beneficence, as things moft conve- 
_mient to humane fociety; and in their 
_ cheice of Governors they rather commie 
the truft of themfelves, and their Eftates 


_ and properties to thafe haads that they 


find fober, temperate, humble, juft; than 


thofe that are loofe,; intemperate, proud, 


ambitious, high-minded, infolent, which 
is not only an Indication but evea a De- 
monfiration, that although mens paflions 


and lufts may tranfpert thoufands into 


thofe véces, yet their judgments and prin- 
ciples are again{t them: And by this 
- means it comes commonly to pals, that 
though aa bumble or a vinuous maa may 
meet wich jultles and rubs from the proud 
and infolenr, yet at che loug runshe comes 


. = So - = SR.,.DUCUOCOS™ Po ———— 7 


off with advantage, because he-heth the. 


greateft protection and cauntenance, not 


only from the great Soverciga of Heaven - | 


and Earth, but alo of humane Laws and 
Goyerners, which next under God is the 
greateft protection that can be imagined 
a this world, which very commonly 
. Bakes good, even ad jiteram, the faying 
of our Saviour, The weck foal iarberit the 


earth; and the Yaying of the Wife man, - 


_ Prov.11. 12. Before honour is bamility 3 and 
Prov. 16. 19. Better ss it to be of an hum- 


ble fpirit with:the lomly, than.to diwide the 


— fpoil 
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Jpoit with the prowds Prov. 22.4. By Huavi-— 
lity and the Fear of the Lord are Riches and 
Honour ard Life Thefe and the like Sen- 
tences, as they proceed from the Wifelt. 
of meer. Men, {fo they were not {poken 
ata venture, ‘but upon fownd delibere- 
tion, jadgment and experience, and 
from the true nature and circumftances of 
things. : Dis 

_ And now the due confideration and di- 
geftion of what hath been faid, as it affords | 
excellent and effectual Motives to the fol-. 
lowime of this virtue of Humility, fo 


- they contain excellent Means to attain it 5 


becaufe they may put men upon due cor- 


_ fideration and defcending unto themfelves; 


the want of which-is the only or princi- | 
pal caufe of Pride; for fo much of Pride 
as may man hath, fo much of Folly, Ia- 
advertence and Inconfideratenefs he haths 
and true Humility on the other fide, ts a 
kind of neceflary refult of wife and delibe- 
rate.and attentive Confideration, = 

Yet fome thmgs I fhall add as Aseaus 


naturally and immediately conducing to — 


the ingenerating and improving this virtue 
¢nthe mmd- of men - — 
_ 4. Confider whatfoever good thou baft, 
which may occafton Elation ef mind, #* — 
but what thon haft recctved from the free 
,ia te bounty 
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bounty and goodnefs of thy Maker : What / 
haft thou which thou haft not received ? 
a. Confider that the good thou haft fo 
received thou halt 2ot recezved as az abfo- 
dnte Proprietor, but only as a Steward to im- 
prove to thy Lord’s ufe; and the more 
. thou haft of any fuch good ; the greater ts 
thy account; whether it be of Wit, of 
Wifdom, of Learning , of Honour, of 
_ Power, of Wealth. If thou are a Re-- 
ceiver, a Treafurer, a Bayliff, a Steward 
of another Man, and perchance upon that 
account haft a great Treafure of Wealth 
- or Money in thy hands, thou haft indeed 
great occafion of Care, and Vigilance, and” 
Fidelity, and Circum{pection, to husband 
well and faithfully, to keep thy accounts 
fair and evens but no caufeto make thee. 
proud : it is indeed thy burden, rather. | 
than benefit or advantage : towhom much — - 
4s given, .of him (hall much be required. 
Be Humble therefore, thou wile perform 
ahy truft the better; for thou art but an 


' Accountant, a Steward, and depofitee of 


what thou haft recetved. 
3. Confider what it zs thou prideft thy 
felfin, and Examine well the nature of the 
things themfelves, how little and inconfi- 
derable they are, or at leaft how uncertain 
_ and unflable they are, eyery age, every 
3 , a coms 
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complexion, every condition and circum- 
{tance of life commonly afford to. inconfi- 
derate Souls fome little temptation to pride 
and vanity, which yet if Men did well 
weigh and confider, they would appear to 
be but little bubbles, that would quickly 
break and vanifh. Thou haft fine gay 
Gloaths, and this makes children and youn 
men and women proud even to admiration: 
But thou artnot halffo fine and gay as the 
Peacock, Oftridge, or Parrot; nor is thy | 
bravery fo much thine own, as theirs iss 
but it is borrowed from the Silk-worm, | 
the Golden Mynes, the induftry of the Em-. 
broiderer, Weaver, Taylor; and itis no 
part of thy felf: And haft thou the pas 
tience to fuffer thy felf to be abufed tato this 
childifh pitiful foolifh pride? Thou hatt 
it may be Wealth, {tore of Money, but how 
much of itis of ufeto thee? that which 


thou fpendeft 1s gone; that which thoy 


haft is as infigoificant as fo much dirt or 
clay, onlythy care about it makes thy life 
the more uneafie : Befides, the morethou- - 
haft, the more thou art the mark of other © 


“Mens rapines, envy, and fpoil. ‘Tis a. 


thoufand to one thou carrieft not th 
Wealth tothy Grave; or ifthoudoft,thou ° 
caoft not carry it farther, but leave it, 1¢ 
may be toa fool ora prodigal, And why - 

eT / Aa art 


354 Of Humility. : 

art thou proud of that which is of no 
great ufeto thee while thou haft its and 
commonly the fafter thou thinkeft to hold 
it the fooner it ts loft, like him that 


gripes Calice Sand in his fift: Thou haft =: 


Honour, Efteem; thou art deceived, thou 
haft icnot, he hath it that gives it thee, 
‘and which he may detain from thee at 
pleafure. The refpect, and honour, and 
efteem thou haft,- depends upon the plea- 
{ure of him that gives it. 

Again, how brittle and feeblea thing 
is Honout, Efteem, and Reputation? a 
falfe calumny welland confidently broached 
is able many times to give it an irrecove- 
rable fhock: The difpleafure of the Prince, 
or a greater Man than thy felf, makes 
thy Sun fet in a cloud; and a popular 
jealoufie, imputation, or mifreprefentation 
ina moment dafheththe Applaufe, Glory, 
Honour ‘and Efteem that a Man hath been 
building up twenty or thirty years: And 
how vain a thing it is to be proud of the 
breath either of a Prince or people, which 
is theirs to recall every moment? But 
fuppofe it were as. fixt.and ftable a reputa- 
tion and honour as a rock of Marble or 
Adamant, and that it were the beft kind 
of honour imaginable, namely, the refult 
Of thy virtue and merit, yet ftill itis but 


} 
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| a thadow, a reflexion of that virtue or 


worth,which if thou art proud of, thou em- 


bafeft and degradeft into vanity and often- 
tation: And canft thou think it reafonable 
to be proud of the fhadow, where thou 
oughteft not tobe proud of that worth that 
caufeth it > a | 
Again, thou haft Power, art iz great 
Place and Authority; But thou art mif- 
taken inthis, the Power thou haft is not 
inherent in thy felf: one of the meaneft of 


: thofe, whom it may be thou oppreffeft, 


is inherently as powerful asthee, and could’ 
it may be over-match thee in Strength, 
Wit or Policy: but the Power thou haft 


; is (mext under the difpenfation of the 


: Divine Providence) from thofeMen, that. 


either by their Promifes, Faith, or Vo- 


: luntary Affiftance have invefted thee with 


this Power: This power is nothing inhe- _ 
rent inthee ; but 1¢ depends upogthe Fi- 


i delity or Affiftance of others, which if 


: they either by Perfidioufnefs to thee, or 


{ 


; Refiftance againft thee, or withdrawing 


their Affiftance to thee, {hall call again 
home to themfelves, thou art like Sa fon 
having loft hislocks, Fudg. 16. 17. thy — 


 ftrength will go from thee, and thou wile 
i become weak, and be like another Man. 


i ! 
MH) 
i 


And how have the Hiftories of all Ages; 
a Aa2 and 
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and our own experience, fhewn us by 
very! frequent examples, men unexpected- 


Jy, and upon many moments -and occur- ' 
rencies feemingly moft {mall and inconfi- | 


derable, been tumbled in a moment from | 
_.the moft eminent and high degree of | 
Power, intoa moft defpifed and defpica- | 
ble condition? Power hath. very often- 


times, like Fonas his Gourd, been externally 


fair and flourifhing, when at the fame 


time there lies a Worm at the root of it 
unfeen, but ina moment gnaws. afunder 
the roots and [heart] of it, and it wi- 


thers; and for the moft part, the more. 


extenfive and immenfe Humane Power 
grows, the fooner it falls to pieces, not 
only by the Divine Providence checking 


and rejecting, but by a kind of natural 


refule from its own exorbitance and excefs: 
for the greater it is, the more difficult it 
Is to Manages it grows top-heavy, and 


the Bafis grows too narrow and weak for 


its own burden. Befides it is the common 
mark of Envy and Difcontent, which 

watcheth feduloufly all occafions to un- 
 horfe it, and oftentimes prevails. When 
| power proves too grievous and over-bur- 

denfom, it lofeththe end for.which it was 
conferred, and makes people defperate and 


impatient. Extia zolunt male guberzari. If - 


it 
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:| it be managed with Prudence and Mode- 
y; Fation, it Is the greateft Benefit to Humane 
w foctety: But itis the burden of him thar 
¢ hath it, if 1c be managed tyrannically and 
¢ exorbitantly; tt fills the Mafter full of fears, 
4 the People full of rage, and feldom’ proves 


i long-lived. And what reafon haft thou ; 


. tobe proud of what is moft certainly thy 
burden, or thy damage, or\both ? | 


4 Again, thou haft Strength, or Beauty, or 


i. Agility of Body. Indeedthisthou haft more 
, teafon to call thy own, than any of the 
», thy felf init; thou canft not hold it long 
. at beft, for age will decay that Strength 
.; and wither that Beauty, and death will 
,, cettainly puta period to its but yet pro- 
2 bably this Strength or Beauty is not fo 
long-lived as thy felf, no nor as thy youth; 
. adifeafe, it may be, is this very moment 


, sowing upon thee, that will fuddenly . 


: pull down thy Strength, and rafe this 
. Beauty, and turn them both into rot: 
»; teanefs and loathfomnefs. Nay let any 
;, Obferve ic that will, that ftrength and 
beauty that raifeth pride inthe heart, is of 


; all other fhorteft-lived, even upon the very 


“tation and vain-glory of Strength puts it 


i forth into .defperate and dangerous under- - 


Aa3 takings, 


, former: but yet thou haft no caufe to pride 


account of that very pride: For the often- — 
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takings, to the ruine of the owners and 
pride of Beauty renders the owner thereof 
fond of the praife of it, and fo expofe it.to 
the view of others, whereby it becomes 
a temptationtoluft. and intemperance both 
to the owner of it and others, and ina 
little while becomes at once itsown ruine 
and fhame. But it may be thou haft w7¢ 
and Fudgment, aquick and ready Under- 


{tanding, and haft improved them by great — 
Study and Obfervation in great.and pro. | 
found Learzing: This I. confefs is much — 
more thy own, than any of,the former ° 


Endowments; but moft certainly if thou 


art proud of any of thefe, thou art not yet 
atrived to the higheft, improvement of — 


Underftanding, namely, Wifdom. Folly 


_ and Madnefg§ may be confiftent with a 


Witty, nay a learned Man, but not, with 


a truly Wife Man: and this thy, pride of | 
thefe endowments or acquefts ftill pra- 


nounceth and proclaimeth theea fool, for 


all thy wie and allthy learning. For con- 


fider with thy felf thy Wit and Learning 
are but pitiful narrow things, in refpec 
of the amplitude of the things that are to 


_ be known: Maxima pars eorum qua feimys, 


ps , oa a ; 


eft minima pars eorum qua nefcimus. Take | 


the moft Learned Obfervant Philofopher - 
that ever was in the World, he never. yet 


was 


— 


\ 
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was fully acquainted with the nature of | 
thofe things that are obvious to ordinary 
obfervation and near to him; never was 
the perfon yet in the World, that could 
give an accurate account ofthe nature of 
a Fly, ora Worm in its full comprehenfion, 
no nor of a {pire of grafs; much lefs of 
himfelf, and ofhis nobler Faculties; mueh 
lefs yet of thofe glorious bodies that every . 
day and night obje& themfelves to our 
view. What a deal of Uncertainty in 
Evidence, and Contradiction, do we find 
in the determination of the choiceft wits 
and. Men of greateft learning, even in 


things that are obvious and objected in 
- their own fight, to all their fenfes? So 


that the greateft Knowledge that Men at- 
tain to in the things of Nature, is little 
elfe but a fpecious piece of Ignorance, 
dreffed up with fine words, formal me- | 
thods, precarious fuppofitions, and com- © 
petent confidence, : | 

2, Confider how brittle and unftablea — 


- thing thy Wit, thy Parts, thy Learning. 


is. Though Old Age may retain fome 
broken monuments of thy witand learning 
thou once hadft, yet the floridnefs and 
vigour of it muft then decay and gradually 
wither, till very Old Age make theea 
Child again, ifthou live toit: But befides 

AG that 
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that a Feaver, ora Palfie, or an Apoplexy 
may greatly impair, if not wholly deface 
and obliterate thy Learning, deprive thee 
of thy Memory, of thy Wit and Under- 
ftanding: Never be proud of fuch a pri- 
viledge or endowment, which is under 
the mercy of a difeate, nay of a diftemper 
in thy blood, an aduft humour,a Hypechon- 
' driacal vapour, a cafual fume of a Mine- 
_ fal, ora fall, whether thou fhalt hold it 
_-orlofe it. | _ 

3. But yet farther, mark it while thou 
wilt, and thou wile then fooner perceive 
ition another than in thy felf.- Wit and: 
Learning in any man never in any cafe re- 
ceives more foils, more: difadvantage, more 
-  blemifh, moreimpair more than by Pride : 
He that is proud of “his own knowledge 
is commonly at his xox ultra, and rarely 
acquires more, {corns inftruéion, and {tops 
the farther advance of his faculties, know- 
ledge or learning, and undervalues, and 
therefore neglects , what he might learn 
from others.. Again, Pride cafts‘an Un: 
{eemlinefs, Undecency , and many times 
even a Ridiculoufiefs upon the gréateft 
| Parts and Learning’: it is like the dead Fly 
in the Apothecary's Confection, that - makes 
the whole unfavoury :| How’ common and 
Tike is,this unhappy cenfure, that sa 
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the commendation of fuch a Man's wit 
- and learning ; indeed he is a pretty Man, 
: a good Scholar, of fine parts, good under- 


—'- 
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{tanding, but he knows it too well; his 


_ proud felf-conceitednefs, vain-glory, {poils 


it all, and renders the man under the jutft 
repute of afool, and ridiculous, notwith- 
{tanding all his Clerkfhip and Learning. 
But yet farther, Pride, byakind of phy- 


. fical and natural confequence, very often- _ 


‘times robsmen, even of their Wit and _ 
. Learning, wherein they pride themfelves, — 


. by carrying up into the brain thofé exha- 
- Jed, hot, cholerick humors, and fumes 


es al 


ot <> 


thac break the ftaple and right temper and 
texture of the brain. More learned men 
grow mad and brain-fick with the pride 
of that learning they think they have at- 


, tainéd, thanin the purfuitand acquett of | 
. it. Therefore beware of Pride ofthy Wit, 
. Learning, or Knowledge, if thou intend 
: to keepit, or tokeep thy juft efteetm or 
| reputation of it. On the other fide Hu- 


_mility and LowlinefS of mind is the beft _ 


, temper to improve thy faculties, to add a 
_ grace tothy Learning, andto keep thee 


Matter of it : it cools and qualifies thy {pi- 
rits, and blood, and humors, and renders 
thee fie to’ retain what thou. haft attained, 
and to acquire more. . 

" . oo 4. In 
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4. In allthy reflexion upon thy felf and 


whatthou halt, zever Compare thy felf with 


thofethat are below thee in what is worthy or 
eminent, but with thofe that are above thy 
felf. For inftance in point of Learning or 
Knowledge, thy partiality andindulgence 
to thy felf will be apt to put thee upon 
comparing thy felf with thofe, that are 
ignorant or not more learned than thy felf, 
as we {ee ordinarily idiots, or fools, or men 
of weak intelleGuals, delight. to converfe 
with thofe. they. find or think more foolith 
than themfelves, with a thought that they 
are the wifeft in the company :,but compare 
thy felf with thofe that are more learned 
or wife than thy felf; and thou wilt fee 
matter to. keep thee humble. If thou 
thinkeft.thou art a pretty proficient in Phi- 
lofophy, compare thy felf with Ariftotle, 
with Plato, with Themiftins, or Alexander 
Aphrodifeus, or other great Luminaries 
in Philofophy; ifthou thinkeft thou arta 
pretty proficient in School-Learning, com- 
parethy felfwith Agquizas, Scotus, Suarez 3 
if thou think thou excelleft in the Mathe- 
-- maticks, compare. thy felf. with Ex¢lzde, 
Archimedes, Tycho, &c. and. then thou 


——_s];, 


a a © 


wilt find thy felf to be like a little Candle. | 


toaStar. The moft of the Learning that 
this Age glories of, 1s but an Extract or 
: _ ey # Col- 
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Collection of what we find inthofemenof 
greater parts; only we think we have done 
great matters if we digeft it into fome 
other method, and prick in here and there 


-afmall pittance of our own, or quarrel at. 


fomething that the Ancients delivered in 
fome odd particulars. . . 
_ And yet even inthis very effay Self- 
love Playes fuch a part, that unlefs there 
be a great excefs and admirable advantage 
of others that are above us in any learning 
or knowledge, we are ready ‘to exaltour 
{elves above our ftandard, andfeemin our 
own eyes to be at leaft equal.to thofe that 


exceed us, or by envy and detraction to 


bring down others below our felves, efpe- 


cially ifwe hit upon fome little caprichio 


that we think they had not. 

5- And laftly,confider the great Example 
of our Lord and Matter Chrift Jefus, who was 
the only Son of the glorious God, full of: 
Wifdom, Knowledge, Power, Holinefs, 
Goodnefs and Truth, and notwithftanding | 


‘all this, humbled himfelf and became of no 


reputation, and took upon himthe form ofa_ 
Servant, emptied himfelf, and humbled him- 
felf, and became obedient to death, even 


‘the death of the Crofs ; PAilipp. 2. 5,6,7,8. 


Chrift Jefus brought with him from Hea- 
ven the Do@rine of Holinefs and —— 
| | nels, 


- 
— 
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nefs, and in all his Sermons there is not 


any one Virtue that he commendeth and. 


- commandeth more than Humility and 
Lowlinefs of mind, nor any one Vice that 


he fets himfelf more againft than Pride 
_ aad Haughsinefs of Mind. In his Beati- 


tudes, Afetth. 5.35. Poverty of Spirit hath 
the firft promife, and Meeknefs and Hu- 
mility the third. J¢atth. 23. 6, 7. He 
checks and difparageth the Pride of the 
Pharifees, commands his Difciples to run 
quite counter to their methods. He that 


will be great among you,fhall be your fervant. 


Again, Matth. 18.1. Luk. 9. Mar. 9. 34. 
when the bubble of Ambition arofe among 
the Difciples, who fhould be greateft , he 
checks their Pride with the pattern and 
~ commendation of alittle Child: And what 
_-he thus taught, he lived. One of the 
- great Ends of the miffton of Chrift into 
the World, was ‘that he fhould not only 
be a Preacher of Virtue, Goodnefs, and 


Piety, but alfo an Example of it: And if . 
-- we look through the whole life of Chrift, © 


there is not one virtue that he did more 
fignally exercife, or by his example more 
exprefly commend to the imitation of 
~Chriftians, than Humility. I do not re- 


_ member that he faith in any place Learn , 


' of me to da Mirales, for I am mighty io 
| : powers; 


/ 
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powers no nor yet Learn of me, for Lam 


Holy, for I am Obedient to the Law of 
God, forI am Liberal, though in all thefe 
he was exhibited as an excellent Example 
of Holinefs, Obedience, and Charity, and 
muft be the pattern of our imitation + ‘But 
as if Humility and Lowlinefs of Mind 
were the great Mafter-piece of his Exam- 
ple, he calls out, even when he was in - 
one of thehigheft Ecftafies of {pirit, that 
we find until his Paffion, Asatth. 11. 25, 


 29.. Learn of me, for I am'meck and lowly 


in heart,and ye fhall fixdreft unto your fouls: 


And in that fignal advice given by the | | 


Apoftle, Phil. 5. Let the fame mind be in 
you which was alfo in Chrift Fefus, who being 
in the form of God, ‘thought it no robbery to 
be equal with God: But made himfelfofno _ 
reputation, and took upon hin the form of a 
Servant, and was made in the likenefs of 
man, and being found in the fafbion of a 


man, he humbled himfelf, and became obe-. 


dient. to death, even the death of the crofs. 
But Bleffed Saviour! was there nothing 


- elfe for usto learn of thee, but thy Meek- 
-nefs and Humility ? was there not fome- 


thing elfe wherein we were to bear in - 
Mind, thy Image, and write after thy Ex- 


cellent Copy? was there not thy Holinefs, 
Purity, Obedience, Patience, Truft in 


God 
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God, and all that Conftellation of Vir- _ 


tues that appeared in thy Doétrine and 
Life ? : | 
Surely yes, he was exhibited both asa 


Prophet to Teach, and an Example to 


be Imitated in all thefe alfo, but in his 


Humility, if we may fay with reverence, 


before all: | | 

1. Becufe the inftance and example 
of his Humility was the moft fignal and 
wonderful of all the reft of his admirabte 
virtues; thatthe Ecérnal Son of theEter- 
-nal Ged fhould condefcend fo low, as to 
- become a Man, born of a Woman, and 
live upon earth fuch a defpifed life, and 
dye fuch an accurfed death, ts ‘an in- 
{tance of Humility, not only beyond -all 
example, but an inftantce is impoffible in 
nature to be parallel’d. | 

2. Becaufe Pride and Vain-glory is fo 
unhappily rivétted in the corrupt nature 
of Man, and it 1s fo hard a thihp to bring 
him to be humble and towly, ndtwith- 
ftanding all the benefits and advantages of 
it, that it did not only ftand in need of 
the moft explicit DoGrine of Chrift to 
teach and commend it, the moft unparal- 


— Tel’d Example of Chriftco win Men cver — 


toit, but alfo the moft plain and dire 
and explicite explication of that Example 
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by that remarkable and {pecial invitation | 
of our Lord ‘to it; Leara of we, for I am 
neck and lowly; and again by his Apoftle, 
Let the fame mind be in you which was in 


" Chrift Fefus, &e.. 


. ° . 3. Becaufe without Humility to prepare 


—~ 


abr’ hl . 
Sean ery -. = 


and mellow the hearts of Men, it would 
not be morally poflible for them to receive 
the Faith of Chrift. It was Pride that made 
the Doédtrine of Chrift only to be tothe 
~— a ftumbling-block , to the Greeks 
oolifhnefs, but to them that are called, 
viz. that obey the call of Chrift, asatth. 
11.28. Come unto me all ye that labour and 
, are heavy laden, &c. Learn of me, for I 

am meck and lowly in heart 3 it is Chrift 
the Power of God and the WifdomofGod. 
I Cor. 1. 23, 24. . 

4. Becaufe, without Humility, all the 
re{t of thofe Excellent Virtues, that were _ 
taught inthe Do@trine, and exhibited in 
the Example of Chrift, had been but unac- 
ceptable: A vifible Holinefs, yet accom- 
panied with Pride and Oftentation, is but 
a difguife of holinefs, that accurfed hypo- 
crifie, that our Saviour condemned in the 
Pharifees and others, Asetth. 6. 16. Obe- 
dience to the Law of God, Good works, — 
 Fafting, Prayers, yet if done with Pride, 
Oftentation, and Vain-glory, aredead and 

, : ‘unac- 
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unacceptable. Afatth. 23.5. Charity, Alms, 
and Beneficence, if done with Pride, and 
Oftentation, and toreceive Glory of Men, 
lofethits worth and reward. Afatth. 6. 12. 
So that Humility and Lowlinefs of Mind © 
is the fubffratem and ground-work, the 
neceffary ingredient into all acceptable 
~~ duties towards God or Men. 


ee oe 

GOOD METHOD 

| TO ENTERTAIN 
Unftable and ‘Troublefome 
TIMES. | 


HE fir(t expedient is to Exped? thei 
before they comes; the very {tate 
* of the World jis Uncertain and 
Unftable, and for the moft part Stor- 
my and Troublefome. If there be fome 
intervals of Tranquillity and Sedatenefs, 
they are commonly attended with longer 
periods of unquietnefs and trouble; and 
the greateft impreflions are then made by 
them, when they furprize us, and come un-. 
expected, When the mind is prepared fof 
them by a kind of Anticipation, it abatés 
the edge, and keennefs, and fharpnefs of 
them, By this means a mah, in a great rhea- 
fure, knows the worft of them before he 
feels them, which renders the very incurt- 
_ -. Bb ~ .. bene 
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bence of them not fo {mart and troublefome 
to fenfe, as otherwife they would be. This 
Pre-apprehenfion and Anticipation of trou- 
bles and difficulties is the mother of Pre- 
vention, where it is poffible; and where it 
‘isnot, yet itis the Mother of Patience and 
Refolution whkea they come.: -Bilney the 
Martyr, was wont before he fuffered, to 
put his Finger in the Candle, to habitu- 
ate himfelf to a patient undergoing of his 
future Martyrdom; by this means, hein a 
great meafure knew the worft of it, and 
armed himfelf with refolution and patience 
to bear it. Menaretoo apt to feed their 
fancies with the Anticipation of what they | 
hope for and with in ‘this World, and to 
poffefs it in imaginatton, before they attain 
It in fruition; and this makes men vain: 
and if they would have the patience fome- 
times to anticipate what they have juit 
caufe to fear, and to put themfelves under a 
Pre-appreheafion of 1, in relation tocroffes 
and troubles; it would make them wife, 
and teach them.4:leffon of Patience and Mo- 
deratton, before they have occafion to ufe 
its fo that they need not then begin to 
learn it when the: prefent and incumbent 
Preffure renders the leffon more difficult. 
. Thiswasthe Method our Bleffed Lord took 
with his Difciplés; frequently to tell them 
= | aie. S before- 


j 
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before-hand what they mult expect in thé | 
world, Afatth. 10. and in divers other. plas 


_ ces, telling. them, they. mutt, expedt ia this. 


ri > oe 


world the worft of temporal evils,that they 


might thereby be prepared to. entertain 


_ them with Refolution and Patiénce, and: 
_ tight habituate their minds for-theit recep- 
_ tion, | ie oe 


4. The fecond expediént. is, that. we tfe 


: all diligence togain fach aTreafure as lies a- 
bebe the reach of the Storms of this world s 
_ 4 Kingdom that cannot befhakea; namely, 


- ww FR t 


our Peace with God in Chrift, the Pardon 
of our Sins, and a well-grounded Hope, 
and affurance of Eternal Life. Thefe be 


. things. that lie out of Gun-thot, and will 
_ render the greateft troubles. that can befal-: 


this lower word, or us init, not: only to- 
lerable, but {mall and inconfiderable, wher 


_ ia-the midft of. all the concufftons of this. 


_ world, iathe midft of Loffes of Goods of 
_ Eftare, in the midit of Stormis, and Confuli- - 
ons, and Difafters, and Calamities, a mad 
_ can have {uch deep and fettled confiderati- 


ons asthele: Though I can fee nothing but 


' Coufufioxs, and little hopes of their amend- 
, ment, yet Thavethat wich is out-of the reach 


of ab these; that which is infinitely wore va- 

lable tome, than all the beft the World can 

&ive 5 thet which I can pleafeand comfort my 
—+  Bba | fe 


felf 
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Self in.notwithftanding all thefe' worldly di- 


firadions and fears namely, the affurance of ° 
my Peace with the great God of Heaven and 


Earth. The worft that I can fuffer by theje dif- 


compo fures,and the moft I can fear from them, 


is but death; and that willnot only put ape- 


riod to the things I fuffer, or can fear in this 


life,but will let me intothe adual poffeffion of. | 


my hopes,even fuch a ftate of glory and bap- 
pines as can never be ended,nor foaken. Such 
a hope,and fuch an affurance as this, will 

_ keep the foul above water,and in a ftate of 


peace and tranquillity in all the Tempefts © 
and Shipwracks that can befal either this: — 


inferiour World, or dny perfon init. 


3. The third Expedient is this, thata 
man be. Refoluvedly conftant to keep a good 


Confcience, both before the approach of 
Troubles, and underthem. {tis moft cer- 
tainly true, that che very Sting and Venom 
ofall Croffes and Troubles, is Sin, and a 
Confcioufnefs of the guilt of it. This is 


that which gives Troubles and Croffes, and: 


Calamities their vigor, force, and fharpnefs 5 
it is the Elixir,the very Life of them, when 
a man (hall be under extream outward Cala- 
-mities, lofs of Goods, lofs of Liberty, lofs 
_ of Country, all outward hopes failing, and 


" ftill greater Billows,and. Waves,and Storms, | 


and Fears, in profpect, and _within.an an- 
| | — ‘Bry, 


a ae 
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. gry,unquiet, avenging Confcience, thenin- — - 
' deed troubles. have their perfectioa of Ma- 
lignity. Butif a man, inthe midft of all 
. thefe black and ftormy appearances, hatha 
-Confcience full of Peace, and Integrity,and 
‘comfortable Atteftation, this gives a Calm | 
- inthe midft of all thefe Storms; and the 
reafon is apparent : for it is:nat the Tem- 


wr. cy a> 


peftuoufnefs or Tranquillity of Externals, 


is put into occafionally from them; and fince 


.there is nothing in the world that condu- 


-ceth more to the compofure ‘and tranquil- 
lity of the mind, than the Serenity and 


-Clearnefs of the Confcience; keep but that 


fafe and untainted, the mind will enjoy a 
calm and tranquillity inthe midft of all the 


. ftorms of the Worlds and although the 


‘Waves beat, and the Sea work and the 


_ ‘Winds blow, that mind that hatha quiet 


and:clear Confcience within, will be as 
{table and as fafe from perturbation, as a 


Rock tn the midft of a. Tempeftuous Sea, | 
and will be a Gofhew to, and within it felf, 
when the reft of the world without, and - 
- round about.a man, is like an Egypt for 


Plagues and Datknefs. If therefore, either 


before the accefs or irruption of troubles, 
= - 3 | or 


_ that creates the trouble or the quietnefs of 
-the.Man, but it is the mind, and: that ftate’ 
of compofure or difcompolure that themind 
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pr under their preffure, any thing or perfon 
inthe world follicite thee to eafe or deliver 
phy (elf by a breach or wound of thy Con- 
{cience, know, they are about to cheatthee 
of thy beft fecurity under God, againft the 
_ power and malignity of troubles; they ere 
about to clip off that Lock, wherein next 
under God, thy ftrength lieth. What-ever 
therefore thou doft hazard or lofe, keep the 
integrity of thy Coafcienee’, both before 
the accefs of troubles and under them, Tt 
‘asa Jewel, that will make thee rich in the 
‘midft of Poverty; a Sun, that will give 
-thee Light in (the) midft of darknefs; a 
-Fortrefs that will keep thee fafe in the 
greateft danger, and that is never to be ta- 
‘ken, unlefsthouthy felf betray.it, and delt- 

yer itup. a e 
4. The next Expedientts this; namely, 
‘an dffurance that the Divive Wi fdow,Power, 
and Providence, doth Difpofe, Goverz, and 
Order al the things in the world, even thofe 
that feem moft confufed, irregular, tumul- 
tuous, and contumacious. This, as itisa 
— molt certain truth, :{0 1s it a moft excellent 
expedient to. compote and fertle the mind, 
efpecially of fucha man who truly loves 
and feass this great God, even under the 
_ plackeft and moft difmal Troubles and 
Confufions, for it mult moft neceflarily 


give | 
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givea.found, prefent,and praGical Argu- | 
ment of Patience and Contentation. . For 
even thefe black difpenfations are under 
the government and management of the 


moft Wife and PowerfulGod. Why thould 


J, that am a foolifh vain Creature, that 
{carce {ee-to any diftance before me, take 
upon me to cenfure thefe Difpenfations, to 
ftryggle impatiently with them, to difquiet 
and torment my felf with vexation at them ? 
Let God alone to govern and order the 
world as he thinks fit: as his Power ts infi-. — 
nite and cannot be refifted, fo.ishis Wifdom | 


infinite, and knows beft what 1s to be done, 


and when, and how. 2. As it gives a 
found Argument of Patience and Content- - 


 ednefs, fo it givesa clear inference-of Re-. . 
- fignation of our felves up unto him, and to 


his will and. difpofal, upon the account of 


his Goodnefs. It is the mere Bounty and 
Goodnefs of God that firft gave being.to al] 


things, and preferves all things in their Be-* 
mgs that gives all thofe Accommodations 
and Conventencies that accompany their 
Being; why fhould I therefore diftruft his, 


Goodnefs? As he hath Power todowhat | 


he pleafeth; Wifdom todire@ and difpofe 
that Power, fo he hath infinite Goodnefs, - 
that accompanies that Power and that Wit- 
dam, AsI ¢angot put my will into the 
co. BB, hands 


376 A good Method to entertain 


hands of greater Wifdom, fo I cannot put 
my will into the hands of greater Goodnefs: 
His Beneficence to his Creatures is greater 
_ than it 1s poflible for the Creatures to have 
to themfelves, I will not only therefore 
patiently Submit to his Power and Will, 
' which J can by no means refift, but chear- 
‘fully Refign up my (elf to the difpofal of his 
Will, which is infinitely beft, and therefore 
a ag rule far my difpofal, than my own 
wile a | 
5. Thenext Expedient is Faith and Re- 
¢umbence upon thofe Promifes of his, which 
all wife and good men do, and muft value 
. above the beft Inheritance in this World: 
namely, that he will not leave nor forfake: 
thofe that fear and love him. Heb. 13. 5. 
Flow much more fhall your Heavenly Father 
give good things tothem that ask him, Mat. 
6.30. Matth. 7. 11. Hethat {pared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for ws al, how 
| Shall he not with bim alfo freely give us alf 
things? Rom.8. 32. All things foall work to- 
gether for good to them that love God,Rom, 
8. 28. Upon the affurance of thefe Divine 
- Promifes, my heart may quict it felf in the - 
tmid{t of all the moft dark and tumultuous 
concuffions inthe world. Is it beft for me 
to be delivered out of them, or to be pre- 
ferved in or undey them? J am under the 
os i rOe 
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‘Providence and Government of my Hea- 


venly Father, who hath faid, He will not 
leave me, nor forfake mé; who takes more 
care of me, and bears more love to me than 
Ican bearto my moft dutiful Childs thae 
caninamoment refcue (me) from thecala- 
mity, orinfallibly fecure me under it 5 that 
fees and knows every moment of my con- 
dition, and a thoufand expedients to pré- 


; ferve orrelieveme. On the other fide, do 


3s TS a> a 


we 


I fall in the fame common calamity, and fink 
under ic without any deliverance from it, 
or prefervation under it ? His will be done; 
Lam fure it is for my good, nay, it is not 
poffible it fhould be otherwife. For my 
very death, the worft of worldly evils will 
be but the tranfmiffionof me into a {tate of 
Bleffednefs, Reft, and Immortality ; for, 
Bleffed are they that die in the Lord, they reft 


,; from their labours and ( their Jworks follo 


them. a 
~ 6. The next Expedient is Prayer: The 
glorious God of Heaven hath given usa 
free and openaccefsto his Throne, thereto 


fue out by Prayer, thofe Bleflings and Mer- 


» cies which he hath promifed. It 1s not on- 


‘ly a-‘Duty that we owe in recognition of 


the divine Soveraignty; a Priviledge of 
greater value than if we were made _ 
wane | | 


\ 
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of the whole Earth; but a Means to attain 
 thofe Mercies, that the Divine Wifdom and 
Goodnefs knows to be fitteft for uss by 
this means we may be fure to have delive- 
rance or prefervation, if ufeful or fit for us; 
or if not, yet thofe favours and condefcen- 


tions from Almighty God, that are better 


than deliverance it felf; namely, Patience 
and Contentednefs with the Divine Good 
* Pleafure; Refignation of our wills to him 5 
great Peace and Tranquillity of mind; Evi- 
dences and Communications of his Love 
and Favour to us; Support under our 
_ weakneffes and defpondences: and many 


times Almighty God, in thefe Wilderneffes 
of diftractions and confufions, and ftorms, | 


and calamities, whether publick or pri- 
_ vate, gives out as areturn to hearty and 
faithful prayer, fuch Revelations of his 


Goodnefs , and Irradiations of :his Favour - 


and Love, thata man would not exchange 
for all the external happinefs that this 
world can afford; and Recompenceth the 
Jofs- and troubles ia relation to externals, 
with a far greater meafure of the Manifefta- 
tions of his favour,. than ever a man did 
receive in his greate{t confluence of exter- 
nal advantages. Yea, and poflibly, the 


time of external {torms and troubles is far 


» more 


i . 


—= 


| 
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more feafonable for fuch returns of faithful 


+ and humble prayer,than the times of exter- 
‘nal affluence’and benefits: and. the devo- | 


tion of the foul by fuch troubles raifed toa 
greater height , ‘and accompanied with 
more Grace and Humility and Fervency, 
than ts ordinarily found ma condition of 
external peace, plenty and ferenity. _ 





ne) 


Pruli vane 


and: Troubles. . 
ee ea 7 Bee, 


“Peace way-ward Soult let. not thofe varions 
e ay florms, * nts es = eo we 
Which hourly ill the world with frefh Alarms, ° 
Invade thy Peace; nip diftompofe that Reft, 
Which thou maift keep untoucht withia thy . 
Breafe, | 
Amidftthofe whirlwinds,ifthou keep but free 
_ Thy Intercourfe betwixt thy God and thee.’ 
This Region lies above thefe Storms : and ' 
= kn aw a. | 


Thy thoughts are earthly, and they creep too ' 
. lows : ; | 
Ifthe fe canreach thee, or accefs caz find, 
‘To bring orraife like Tempefts in thy Mind. 
But yet in thefe diforders fomething lies, 
That's worth thy notice,out of which the Wife 
May trace, and find that Fuft and powerful — 
Hand, oe | 
That fecretly, but furely doth Command 
_ Aad managethefe diftemperswiththat skill, 
That while they feem to Crofs they AG his will, 
Obferve that-Stver-Thred, that fieers and 
bends —— 
The wort of all diforders,tofuchEnds, | 
That {peak his Fuftice,Goodnefs,Providence, 
Whe clofely guides it by his Influence. 


ee 


And 


-—- Cc 


Changes and Troubles. - 38: 

And though thefe Storms are loud, yet lifter 
well, . 4 . 

Thereisanother meffage that they tell 


This World is not thy Country 3 tis thy Way; 


Too much contentment would invite thy fiay 
Too long upon thy journey; make it firange 
Unwilcome News, to think upon a Change: 
Whereas this rugged entertainment fend 
Thy thoughts before thee to thy journeys ends 


_ Chides thy deftres homeward; tells thee plain, 
To think of refting here it is but vain; 
| Makes thee to fet an equal eftimate, 


On this uncertain World, and a juft rate 


Of that to come: It bids thee wait and fiay, 


Until thy Mafter calls, and then with joy 


' To entertain it. Such a change as this, 


Rexders thy Lofs, thy Gain; improves thy 
Bifs | 
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OF THE 


REDEMPTION 


TIME. 


How , and why it is to be. | 
REDEEMED. 


1. What that Time is which we are 
to Redeem. 2. What it is to Re- 


| Would confider thefe Particulars : 
deem that Time. 3. How that Time 


istobe Redeemed. 4. Why that Timeis : 


thus to be Redeemed. 

The firft of thefe, what that Tze is, that 
isto be Redeemed. "The Philofophers' trou- 
ble themfelves much what time is, and 
leave it very difficult; but we (hall not 
need to trouble our felves with that in- 


quiry. The Time that is here meant, feems — 


tobe under this double Relation: Firft, in 
relation to {ome apt feafon for " thing Kew 
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_be done; and thenit is properly called Op- - 
portunity ; which is nothing elfe but the 
co-incidence of fome circumftance accom- 


"  modate to fome action fuitable toit: asthe 


Time for the Husband-man to Reap his 
Corn, ts when the Corn ts ripe, and the 
weather feafonable. It is time for the Smith 
_ to forge his Iron when itis hor, and there- 
fore malleable ; and {© in matters moral + Ie 
ts atime to fhew mercy when an objet of 
mifery occurs, and a power to give relief. 
This, asI take it, is that which the Greeks 
cal] xase3s, Or Opportunity. '- Secondly, In 
relationto that continuance of the duration 
- of the reafonable ‘Creature in life, in this 
_ world, or the time of our life. - 

2. To Redeem Time therefore, iis in rela- 
tion to both thefe, wz. 1. [0 relation to 
_ Seafons or Opportunities: the Redemption. 
of Time in this refpect is. 1.Diligently to 
watch and. obferve all fitting Seafons and 
Opportunities of doing all the good we 
may, whether inrelationto Almighty God, 
his Service and Glory; in relation to o- 
~ thers, in all adtsof Charity and Juftices in 
relation to our felves, in improvements of 


. at Knowledge : . Piery and Virtue. . 2. In- 


duftrioufly tolay hold of all thefe opportu- 
Nities, and not to letthemflip, but to apply 
{uitable actions to fuirable agli 
: When 
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when they occurr. 2. In relation to the 
times of our lives; and fo we are {aid to ~ 


> Redeem our Time. 1. When we con- | 
“ .ftantly imploy our time, and leave as few 


vacuities and zv#terftitza in it without im-.. | 
ployingit; the oppofite to this is Idlenefs, 
or doing nothing. 2. When we imploy 
‘our time conftantly in doing fomething that 
ig anfwerableto the value and ufefulnefs of 
ourtime. 3. Theoppofites to this,are firft, 
the finful imployment of our time, which Is 
indeed worfe than Idlenefs: Or Secondly, 
the vain, and impertinent, and unprofitable | 
- imployment of our time, as Domitian did 
in killing of Flies; When we imploy our 
time not only in things profitable,~ but in | 
fuch things as areof greateft ufe and impor- 
tance 5. and therefore fuch imployments as 
are of greateft importance and concern- 
ment, ought to take up the greateft and 
moft confiderable partof ourtimes; other- 
wife we are imprudent and irrational in the 
Improvement or Redemption of our Time.. 
And therefore this Redeeming of our Time 
is ordinarily called Husbanding of our time, 


ia refemblance of the Husband-mans pro- 


ceeding with hisground. If the Husband-,, 
man doth not at all Till and Sow his 
ground, but is idle; or if he takes much 
painsin Tilling of his ground, and Sows no- 
_ Ce * thing 
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thing but Cockle and Darnel, or fuch hurt- 
_ fal Seeds; or ifhe Sowesnot that which is 

hurtful, but Sowes light or unprofitable 
Corn; or Sowes that ground with a more 
ignoble and unufeful Grain, which would 
with more reafon and advantage be im- 
ployed to a more noble grain, that would 
yield more profit 5 or if he Sowesa {uitable 
grain, but obferves not his feafon proper 
for it, that Man is an ill Husband of his 
ground : And he that with the Itke negli- 
gence, or imprudence Hubands his time, is 
an ill Husband’of his time, and doth not re- 
_ deem itas he is here directed. But of this 
more tn the next. . | 

3. How Time isto be Redeemed. The 
particular Methods of Husbanding of Time 
under both the former relations, v#%. in 
relation to opportunity, and in relation to 
our time of life, fhail be promifcuoufly fet_ 
down. Now the adions of our lives may 
be diftinguifhed into feveral kinds, and in 
relation to thofe feveral actions, will the 
imployments of our times be diverfified. 
1. There areactions Natural, fuch as are 
Eating, Drinking, Sleep, Motion, Rett. 
2. Actions Czvz/3 asProvilion for Families, 
_ bearing of publick Offices in times of Peace 

or War; moderate Recreations and Diver- 

tifements ; imployments in civil Vacations, 
: a as 


Redeem the Time. 339 
as Agriculture, Mechanical Trades, Liberal 
Profeflions. 3. Actions Moral, whether 
relating to our felves, as Sobriety, Tempe- 
rance, Moderation, (which though they are 
rather habits than actions, and the ations 
of them rather confift in Negatives than 
Pofitives, yet I {tile them actions) or rela 
ting to others, as acts of Juftice, Charity, 
Compaffion, Liberality. 4. Orlaft, Actions 


| Religions, relating to Almighty God, as 


Invocation, Thank(fgiving, Inquiring into 
his Works, Will,Obedience to his Law and 
Commands, obferving the folemn feafons 
of his Worfhip and Service, and, which . 
muft gothrough and give a tincture to all. 
the reft, a habit of Fear of him, Love ta 
him, Humility and Integrity of heart and 
foul before him 3 and in fum, a habit of Re- 
ligion towards God in his Son Jefus Chrift 5 


which ts the wugnum oportet, theonething 


neceffary, and over-weighs all the reft upon 
this account. 1. In refpect of the excel- 
lency and foveraignty of the Object, Al- 
mighty God, to whom we owe our Being, 
and the ftrength and flower of our Souls. 
a. Ia refpect of the noblenefs of the end 
thereby and therein to be attained; for 
whereas all] the reftferve only to the Meri- 
dian of this Life, the latter hatha profpecé 
to an eternal Life. 3. In refpécét of the 

; Co2 nobles. 
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noblenefs of the habit it felf, which hath an 
univerfal influence into all the reft of the 
before-mentioned relations, and advanceth 
and improveth, and innobleth them. It 
would be too long to profecute the me-. 
thods of Redeeming the Time 1n the partt- 
cular relations to all thefe actions in this 
fheet of paper; therefore inthis purfuit of © 
themanner of Redeeming the Time, I fhall 
fet down only thefe generals. 

1. Weare to wegleé xo opportunity that 
occurs todo good; but 1. To watch all 
opportunities, that offer themfelves in order 
‘thereunto. 2. To feek for them, if they 

offer not themfelves. 3. Toxufe them, and 
not to let them flip. 

2. In the co-incidence of opportunities of - 
feveral kinds, and fuiting to feveral actions, 
to give thofe the prelation that correfpond 
to the moft worthy actions; and intheco-_ 
incidence of opportunities for actions of e- 
gual moment to prefer fuch as are moft rare, ~ 
and probably of unlikelihood to occur a- 
_ gain, before thofe that are under aproba- | 

bility of frequent. occurrence. | 
- 3. Wearetobe very carefulto leave xo 
banks or inter{perfions of idlenefs in our 
lives. Thofe menthat have moft imploy- 
ment, and ofthe moftconftant nature, can- 
~ not choofe but have certain interfiitia t be- 
7 tween | 
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tween the varieties of bufinefs, which may 
be fitted with imployments fuitable to their 


length or qualities; and it becomesa good 


Husband ofhis time to have fome defigna- 
tions and deftinations of bufineffes that may 
be fuitableto the nature, quality, feafons, 
and more ofthofe vacant ivterfiitia. An 
induftrious. Husband-man, -Trades-man , 
Scholar, will never want bufinefs fitted for 
occafional vacancies. and hore fubficive. 


Gellius,his Nodes Attice have left us anex- 
periment of it: Anda Chriftian, even as 


fuch hath ready-imployments for occafio- 
nal interftices, Reading, Praying; the 
crums and fragments of time would be fur- 
nifhed with their fuitable imployments ’tis 


loft. 


‘precious, and therefore let none of it be 


"4. Much time might be faved and re- 


deemed in retrenching the unneceffary expen- 


. ces thereof in our ordinary {leep, attiring 


and dreffing our felves, and the Jength of 


-our Meals, as Breakfafts, Dinners, Suppers 5 _ 


which, efpecially in thislatter Age, anda- 
mong people of the better fort, are pro- 
tracted to an immoderate and exceffive 
length: There is little lefs than’ ten or 
twelve hours every day {pent in thefe re- 


fe&tions, and their appendencies which | 
. might be fairly reduce 
- a gt Cc3 


d to much lefs. 


s. Take 
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5. Take heed of entertaining wain 
thoughts, which are a very great confump- 
tion of time, andis very incident to Melan- 


-choly and Fanciful perfons, whom Ihave . 


known to fit the greateft part of feveral 


days inprojecting what they would do if . 
they had fuch Eftates, Honours, or Places, | 


_and fuch kind ofusprofitable and vain me- 
dications; which humour is much im- 
proved in them that lielong in bed ina 
Moruing. | 


6. Beware of too much Recreation. Some = 


bodily exercife 1s neceflary, for fedentary 


— meaefpecially 5 but let ie not be too fre- — 


quent, nortoo long. Gaming, Taverns, 
aod Plays, as they are pernicious, and cor- 
rupt Youth; foif they had no other fault, 
-yet they are jultly to be declined in refpedct 


- of their exceflive expence of time, and ha- | 


bituating men to idlenefs and vain thoughts 


and difturbing paflions and fymptoms,when ° 


they are paft, as well as while they are ufed. 
Let no Recreations ofany long continuance 
be ufed in the Morning, for they hazard 
the lofs or difcompofure of the whole day 
after, . - - : 
«9. -Viftts made orreceived, are forthe 
moft part an. intolerable confumption of 
time, unlefs prudently ordered ; and they 
are for the moft part {pent jn vain and im- 
a as . - pertinent 
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_> a Se eS 


Se ae ee ae eo oe a, Se 


. Redeem the Tiine. 391 
pertinent difcourfes. 1. Let them not be ~ 
ufed in the Morning. 2. If the vifits be 
made to, or by perfons of impertinence, let 
them befhort, and atfuch timesas may be 
beft {pared for what is more ufeful or ne- 
ceflary, viz. at Meals, or prefently after. - 


3. But if the perfons to be vifited, aremen 


of Wifdom, Learning, or Eminence of 
parts, thevifits may be longer, but yet fo 
as the time may be profitably {pent inufeful 
difcourfe, which carries with it, as well 
profit and advantage, as civility and re-. 
{pect. | _ 3 

8. Be obftinately conftant to your Devo- 
tions at certain fet times; and be fure to 
{pend the Lords day entirely inthofeReligi- _ 


_ ous‘duties proper for it; and let nothing 


but an inevitable neceffity divert you from 
it. For, 1. [tis the beft and moft profita- 
bly fpenttime; itis in order to the great 
end of your being in.this World. 2._ It 1s in 
order to your everlafting happinefs; in 
comparifon of which, all other bufineffes of 
this life are idle and vain; it 1s that which 
will give you the greatef{t comfort in your 
Life, in your Sicknefs, in your Death; and’ 
he isa Fool that provides not for that which 
will moft certainly come. 3. It is the moft 
reafonable tribute imaginable unto that 


God, that lends you your time,and you are 


Cc4 ~ bound 
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bound to pay it under all the obligations of 

duty and gratitude: And 4. Itisthat which » 
will {anctifie and profper all the reft of your 
_ time, and your fecular imployments. Iam 
not apt to be fuperftitious, but this IT have 


—__ certainly & infallibly found true,that by my 


deportment in my duty towards God,in the | 
times devoted to his Service, efpecially on 

the Lords day, Icould makea certain con-. 
~ jecture of my fuccefs in my fecular accafions 


the reft of the week after: If I were loofe - 


and negligent inthe former, the latter ne- 
ver fucceeded well’ if ftriG, and confcten- 
tious, and watchful in the former, I was fuc- 
ce(sful and profperous inthe latter. 

g- Be induftrious and faithful in’ your 
Calling. Themerctful God hath not only 
indulged unto us a far greater portion of 
time for our ordinary occafions, than he 
hath referved to himfelf, but alfo injoyns 
-and requires our induftry and diligence 
in it. And remember that you obferve 
that induftry and diligence, not only asa 
civil means to acquire a competency for 
your felf and your Family, but alfo as an 
act af obedience to his Command and Or- 
dinance; by mcans whereof, you make it 
“not anly an act of civil converfation, but af 
abedience to Almighty God, and fo it -be- 
eanics ina mariner {piritualized into an ait 
ef Religion, ' oes "3, What- 


, 
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10. Whatever you do, be very careful 
to retain in your heart a Aabst of Religion, 


that may be always about you, and keep . 


yopr heart, and your life always asin his 
prefence, and tending towards him. This 
: willbe continually with you, and put it 
: -felf into ads, even although you are notin 
a folemn pofture of Religious worfhip, and 
will lend you multitudesof Religious Ap- 
plicationsto Almighty God, uponall occa- 
fions and interventions, which will not at all 
hinder youinany meafure in your fecular 


- occafions, but better and further you; it 
_ will make you faithfulto your Calling,even 


upon the account of an actual reflexion of 
your mind upon the prefence and command 
of the God you fear and love: It will make 


| -youactually thankful for all fuccefles and — 


fupplies; temperate and fober in all your 
natural actions; juft and faithful in all 
your dealings 5 patient and contented in 
all your difappointments and croffes; and 
actually confider and intend his Honour in 
all youdas; andwill givea tincture of Re- 


-~ ligionand Devotion upon all your fecular. 


imployments, andturnthofevery actions, 


_ whichare materially civil or natural, into - 
_ the very true and formal nature of Religt- | 


on, and make your whole life tobe anun- 


- -jntermitted life of. Religion and duty to 
: : ae . a : Go i 
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God. For this habit of piety in your foul, 


able, doubly Redeem your Time. | 1. In 


the lawful exercife of thofe natural and ci- | 
vil concerns which are not only permitted, | 


_ but ina great meafure injoyned by Almigh- 


ty God. 2. At the fame are sapere. 


ads of Religious duties, obfervance an 


Veneration unto Almighty God; byperpe- 


tuated, or at leaft frequently reiterated, 


though fhort acts of devotion to him. And : 
this isthe great art of Chriftian Chymiftry,  %, 
to convert thofe ads that are materially na- 
_. tural or civil, tnto aé&s truly and formally - 
Religious; whereby the whole courfe of ix; 


this life is both truly and interpretatively a 
-Serviceto Almighty God, and an uninter- 


rupted ftate of Religion, whichisthe beft, : 
and nobleft, and moft univerfal Red nupy: i 
Bees 


on of his Time. | 


~~ 


18. Bevery careful to prefer tho fe ab fons “S. 
pen oe | of 


ir 
will not only (not) lie fleeping and un- . 
_ ad@iive, butalmoft in every hour of the day : 

will put forth actual exertings of it felfin { 
applications of fhort occafional Prayers, : 

Thankfgivings, Dependance, refort unto : 
that God that is alwaysnear you, and lodg- : 
eth ina manner in your heart by his fear, : 
and love, and habitual Religion towards — 
him. And by this means you doeffe@ually, — 
and in the beft and readieft manner imagin- | 


=> 
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. of your life that moft concern yous be fureto 
: do them firft, todo them chiefeft, to do 
them moft. Let thofe things, that are of 
¢ lefsmoment, give placeto thofe things that 
r are of greateft moment. Every manof the 
tmoft ordinary prudence, having many 
1 things todo, will be fure to be doing of 
2 that firft and chiefeft which moft concerns 
: him, and which being omitted, and poffi- 
; bly wholly difappointed, might occafion 
1 his moft irreparable lofs. We have, it is 
- tue, many things to be done in this life, 
« Ars longa, vita brevis s and we have feafons 
: and opportunities for thems; but of thefe 
¢ many things, fome are barely conveniencies 
2 for this life: Some, though they feemmore 
«Meceffary, yet {till they rife no higher, nor, - 
1 look no further, nor ferve no longer, but 
1 only for the Meridian of this life, and are of 


:no poflible ufe in the next moment after _ 


«death, The Pleafures, the Profits, the 
: Honours,the moft florid accommodations of 
, great humane Learning, f{tately Houfes and 
: Palaces, goodly Pofleffions, greateft Ho- 
; Nours, higheft Reputation, deepeft Policy, 
z they are fitted only tothis lifes whendeath 
y comes, they are infigaificant pittiful things, 
, and ferve nothing at all in the very next 
"moment after deaths nay, the difeafes and 
i pains, and languifhings that are the a 
! _ | ed 
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dia of death, render them perfe@ly vain, if - 
not vexatious and torturing. But there are’ 
certain bufineffes that are not only excel. : 
Jently-ufeful in this life, But fiich as abide : 
by us in ficknefs, in deaths nay, goalong: 
with us with fingular comfort into the next : 
life, and never leave us, but ftate us in an: 
eternal ftate of reftand happinefs, fuch as - 
may be with much eafe acquired in thetime: ; 
of health and life, but very difficult to be; 
attained inthe time of Sicknefs, and the; 
hour ofdeath, but never to be gotten after; 
death; fuch asareof that neceflicy, that in| 
comparifon of them, all other things are im-: 
pertinent and vain, if not defperately noxi- . 
ous and hurtful. There is no neceflity for me 
to be Rich, and to be greatin the World; 
to havefuch a titleof Honour, {uch a place ; 
of Dignity, or Profit; to leave fuch an Ia- | 
heritance or titular Dignity to my Son, or. 
to. have fo many thoufand pounds in my In- | 
“ventory, when[ dies; butthere are certain 
matters of abfolute neceffity to me, fuch asif . 
_ Tam without, J am undone and loft,and yet | 
fuch as if not attained here in thislife, can 
never be attained: and therefore, asit con- 
- cerns, me,in the higheft degree to attain 
them; foie concerns me in the highelt de- 
gree toattain them in thislife, and to take 
all opportunities imaginable in order there- 
| 7 | unto, 


~ 
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‘yunto, and toredeem every minute of time 
ttfor that purpofe, left I fhould be for ever 
at. difappointed, and not to be like the foolifh. 
isi Virgin, to be getting of Oyl when the 
.w door is ready to be fhut; and with the 
wk Truant-Scholar, to trifle away my time al- 
v6 lotted me for my leffon and then to begin to 
et learn it when my Matter callsforme to re-. 
nx peat its and thofe bufineffes are fuch as 
fr thefe: the Knowledge of Chrift Jefus, and 
¢¢ himCrucified 5 the attainment of Faith ia 
gt? God through him; the acquaintanceofmy 
fet {elf with the will of God; the comparing 
‘gt Of my felf with that will; the exercife of 
aye true and fertous Repentance for fins paft 5 
fri the {teady refolution of Obedience to his 
‘ef will for the time tocome; the attaining of 
iar the pardon of my fins, and peace with God 
eat through Chrift our Lord; the fubduing of 
ai My Lufts and Corruptions ; the conforma-— 
att tion of my will and life to the holy will of 
.qe God, and the perfect pattern of Holinefs, 
ric Chrift Jefuss the working out my Salvation 
ot? With fear and trembling; the giving all di- — 
ysi¢ gence to make my Calling and Election 
ree fure ; the fitting and purging of my felfto | 
ew: bea Veffel of Glory and Immortality, and 
sie Htted for the ufe of my great Lord and Ma~ 


| 


4 


. 


salt fter; the cafting of my felf into fuch a frame 
sa and pofture of mind and life, that I may be 
~ ; fitted and ready to die, and give up my ac- 

| a — count 


a 
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count to my Lord with peace and chearful- ; 
nefs,and comfort; fo that iff fhould,either’ | 


by the hand of fome difeafe orcafualty, or | 
other providence, receive this folemn mef- | 


can. 


fage, Set thy Hox fe ix order for thon fhalt die, 
I might receive it with as much readinefs, ° 
willingnefs, and chearfulnefs, asa faichful | 
and diligent Servant would receive this — 


command from his Matter; You auft take 
ch a ‘fourney for meto morrow. Thefe, 


and fuch like bufineffes as thefe, befidesthe © 


conftant tenor of a juft, virtuous, and pious 


_ life, are the moft important bufineffes of a | 
Chriftian. Firft, fuchas are of abfolute ne- - 


ceffity tohim, he may not, he cannot be 
without them. Secondly, fuch as cannot be 
done elfe-where than in this life; this world 


oe 


ees... ge See sos 


_ is the great Elaboratory for perfecting of © 
Souls for the next; if they are not done — 
here, they ceafe tobe done forever; death ‘ 
fhutsthe door, and everlaftingly fealsusup ° 


- 1n that ftate it finds us. Thirdly: And e- — 


re a2 


very feafon of this life is not at leaft fo - 


fuitable for it; ficknefs, and pain,and weart- 
fome and froward old Age have bufinefs e- 
nough of themfelves to entertain uss and 
any man that hath had experience of either, 
will find he hath enough to do (to) bear 
them, or to-ftruggle with them. And 
fourthly: Weknaow not whether the grace 

: | : | and 
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| and opportunities that God hath lent us, | 
| and we have neglected in our lives, fhall . 
" ever be affordedagain to us inthe times of 


| our Sickneffes, or upon our Death-beds; 
- but alittle portion of time in our lives and 
” healths are furnifhed with thoufands of in- 
| vitations and golden opportunities for thefe 
- great works. Let us therefore redeem 
 thofe portions of time that our life and ’ 


health lends us, for this great and one thing 
neceflary. | és 
And now, if a man fhall take a fur- 


" vey of the common courfe, even of the 


Chriftian world, we fhall find the genera- 
lity of Man-kind the verieft Children, 
Fools, and Mad-men, that ever Nature 


yielded. The very folly of Children in 


{pending their time in Rattles, and Hobby- 
horfes, is more excufable than theirs, whofe 
reafon and experience fhould better inftruc& 
them. There. isnot any man fo fenfele(, 


- but he knows he muft die, and he knows — 
; not how foon he fhall hear of that fadSum. 


mons: and if he were fo brutifhas not to 
think of it, or believe it, yet the weekly 
Bills of Mortality gives him daily inftances 
of it: and yet.if we do but obferve the 
World of Men, they do for the moft part 
wholly trifle away their time in doing that 
which is evil; or in doing nothing; or in 

| _ doing 
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doing nothing to any purpofe, or becoming | 
a reafonable Nature.. One man trifles a- 
way his time in Feafting and Jollity; ano-., 
ther in Gaming or vain and unneceffary Re- 
creations, in Hunting, Hawking, Bowling, 
and other waftful expences of time 5 ano- 
ther in fine Cloaths , Powderings, and 
Painting,and Dreffing; another in hunting 
after Honours and Preferments, . or heaping 
up of Wealth and Riches, and lading him- 
felf with thickclay 3 another in trivial f{pe- 
culations, poffibly touching fome criticifme 
or Grammatical nicety 5 andall thefe- men 
wonderfully pride themfelves, as the only 
wife men, look big and goodly ; and when 
_ they come to die, al] thefe prove either vex- 
ations and tortures of a mif-fpenttimes; or 
at leaft, by the very appearance of ficknefs 
and death, arerendred poor,empty,tnfipid, 
and infignificant things; and then the Mi- . 
nifter isfentfor, and Sacraments, and no- 
tlfing but penitence and complaints of the 
vanity of the world, the unhappy expences _ 
of time, andall the Wealth and Honour 
would be prefently Sacrificed for the Re- . 
demption of thofe mif-{pent hours, and — 
_ days, and years that cannot be recalled nor 
redeemed by the price ofa World. But the : 
great mifery of man-kind is this, they can- 
not, or will not, in the times of healch, antt- 
> 3 . cipate 
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cipitate the confideration of death and judg- 
ment ‘tocome; nor put on any apprehenfi- 
ons or thoughts that the time wil come 
when things will be otherwife with them 
than now it is; or that (they) will be driven 
into onother kind of eftimate of things than: 
how they have ; and this their way is theit 
Folly. Man being in Honour, in Health, in 
Life, underftandeth not, but becomes like 
the Beafts that perith. ee er 

‘4. I cometo the Reafons Why we onght 
thus to Redeem our Time, which may be 
thefes** © * . “weg .> * 
_ 1. Qur time is 4 Zalent put into our 
hands by the great Lord of the whole Fami- 
ly of Heaven and Earth, and fuch where- 
of we are to give an account when*our Ma- 
{ter calls, and it will be a'lamentable Ac- 

- count, when it fhall confift only of fuch 
Itemsas thefe: Ztem, So much of it fpent-in 
| Plays, and Taverns, and Gaming. tem, 
‘So .much of it fpent in Sleeping, Eating, 
Drinking. tem, So much fpent in Recrea- © - 
_ tions and'Paftimes. /tem, So much f{pent.in 
getting Wealth and Honour,crc. and there 
remains fo ‘much which was {pent in. doing 
nothing, = « ao 
2. Our time ts 4 Univerfal Talent, that 
every man that livesto difcretion hath. E- 
very man hath not oe of Learning, - 
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of Wealth, or Honour, or Subtilty, of Wit 
to account for ; but every man that lives to 
3 98 Age of Difcretion hath time to account | 
oY. 7 | 
3- Every man hath not only a Talent. of 
Time, but every man hath a Zalent of Oppor- 
fumty, to improve this Talent infome mea- 
{ure putinto hishand. The very works and — 
light of Nature, the very principles of natu- _ 
ral Religion are lodged in the hearts of all 
men; which by. the help of his natural rea- 
fon,he might exercife to fome acts of Service, 
uty, and ReligiontowardsGod. But the 
Chriftian hath much more. 
_. 4 The Redemption and Improvement of 
our Time,is the next and immediate End why 
'° $t is given,or lent us, and why we are placed 
‘in this life, andthe wafting of our timeisa 
_- difappointment of this very end of our be. 
ing , for thereby we confequently difappoint —_ 
God “i his Glory, and our felves of our hap- 
inefs. a . 
' -5. Upon the management and difpofal of 
pur time, depends the everlafting concernment 
- pf our Souls. £x hoc momento dependet ater- 
itas. If it be redeemed, improved, and im- 
ployed as it ought to be, we hall in the next 
moment after death, enter into an immuta- 
ble, eternal, and perfect ftate of glory ; ifit 
be either finfully or idly,we fall intoan ever- 
| es ."" Jafting, 


f 
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lafting , irrecoverable and unchangeable - 
ftate of mifery. a a 

6. The butnet we have to doin this life, 
in order to the cleanfing of our Souls, and 
fitting them for glory, is a great and impor- 
tant bufinef, and the time we have to live . 
hath so mof? dangerous qualities in reference 
to that bufinefs. 1. It ts/bort, our longeft 


_ period is not above 80 years, and few there 


be that arrive tothat Age. 2. Itis very ca- 
‘ual and incertain ; there be’ infinite acci- 
dents, difeafes, and diftempers that cut us 


Off fuddenly, as acute difeales, fuch as fcarce 


give us any warning, and confidering how 
many ftrings, as it were, there are to hold us 


up, and how {mall and inconfiderable the 


are, and haw eafily broken, and the breac 


_ or diforder of any of the leaft of them may 


be an in-let to death, it is a kind of Miracle — 
that welivea month. Again, there be ma- 
ny difeafes that render us in amanner dead 
while we live, as Apoplexies, Palfies, Fren- 
zies, Stone, Gout, which render our time ei- 
ther grievous, or very unufeful to us. 


7. Time once loft, is loft'for ever : It is 
never to be recavered; allthe Wealth of both 
the Zndies will not redeem nor recall the laft 


hour I {pent , it ceafeth for ever. — 


Dd2- 8. As 
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_. impotency and morofity.of ourald Age, the — 


~s.4 gy 


if that be mif-{pent, or idely {pent,- we have 
loft our Trealure, and the very Elower.and 


9, Letus but remember,that when we {ball 
come to Die, and our Souls fit as it were ho- 
vering upon our lips, ready to take their 
‘flight,’ at how great arate we would then 
be willing to purchafe- fome of thefe hours 
‘weonce trifled away, bug we cannot. 

10. Remember that this is the very Elixir, 
he very Hell of Hell to the damned Spi- 
a ee. pes . ee ee — Se rits, 


a 


ng, though 


} 
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rits, that they had once a time, wherein they - 
aight upon eafie terms, have procured ever: 


| lafting Reft and Glory, but they foolifhly and 
- vainly mil-{pent that time and feafon, which 
isnow notto be recovered) 
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“HE Great Lord of the Werld hath 

_#@ ~~ placed the Children of Men in this 

: Farth as his Stewards, and aceor- 
| ding tothe, Parable in AZatthew 25. 

He delivers to every perfon his Zaleuts, a 
Stock of advantages or opportunities :, to 
fome he commits more, to a lefs, to all 
fome. ae : - 
_ This Stock is committed to every ‘perfon 








‘under 4 Zru/f, or Charge, to imploy the fame” - | 


in ways, and te ends, and in proportidr fuit- 
able to the Talents thus committed to them, 
and to the meafure and quality of them. ; 

) 7 ; _ The 
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The Zyxds of this deputing of the Chil- _ 


dren.of men to this kind of imployment of 
their Talents,are divers: 1. That they may 
be kept in continual aétion and motion fuit- 
able to the condition of reafonable Crea- 


’ tures,as almoft every thing elfeinthe world _ 


is continued in motion fuitable to its own 
nature, which is the fubjeé&t of the Wile 
mian’s difcourfe, Zeclef. 1.8. 4M things are 
fill of labour. 2. That in that regular mo- 
tion they may attain ends of advantage to 
themfelves, forall things are capo pal 
the moft Wife God, that every. — 


its own proportionable perfection an hzp- “i 


- pinefS infeparably annexed to that way and 


work which his Providence hath deftined it 
unto. 3. Thatin that due and regular im- 
loyment, each man might bé in fome mea-- 
 fure ferviceable and advantagious to ano- 
ther. 4. That although the great Lord of 
_ this great Family, can receive no advantage 
by the Service of his Creature; becaufe he 
is Perfect and All-fufficient in himfelf Ay 
he receives Glory\ and Praife by it, and 2 
complacency in the beholding a conformity 
in Creature, to his own moft Perfect 
+ To the due Execution of this-truft com-. 


‘mitted to the Children of Men, and for their ~ 


. encouragement in it, he hath annexed « Xe- 
a | | ward 
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_ward by his promife and the free appoint- 
ment of his own good pleafure: This Re- 


ward therefore is not meritorioufly due to 
the imployment. of the Talent, for as the 
Talent is the Lords, fo is the ftrength and 


_ ability whereby itis imployed, but by his 


own good pleafure and free promife, the re- 
ward is knit tothe work. In thiscafethere- 
fore, the reward is not demandable fo much 


upon the account of the Divine Juftice, as. 
‘upon the aceount of the Divine Truth and 


Fidelity. On the other fide, to the male 
adminiftration of this truft,there is annexed 


' aretributionof Punifhment, and this moft 


naturally and meritorioufly ; for the Law of 
common Juftice and Reafon doth moft juftly 
fubjec& the Creature, that depends in his 


being upon his Creator, to the Law and © 
Will of that Creator ,_ and therefore, having. 
_ Teceived a Talent from his Lord, and toge-. 
ther with his Being an ability to imploy it. 
according to the Will of his Lord, a non- 
- imploymert,or mif-imployment hereof doth 
— moft juftly oblige him to guilt and punith- 


ment, asthe natural and juft confequent of 


his demerit: | | 


Of the Perfons that do receive thefe Ta. 
lents, fome do imploy them well, though in 


See So eee 


various degrees ; fome to more advantage, ' 


fome to lefs: and although. the bef Hus- 


bands 
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bands come fhort of what they fhould do,and 
at beft are in this refpe& unprofitable Ser- 
vants; yet if there be a faithful, confctens 
tious, and fincere endeavour toimploy that 
Talent to their Mafter’s honour, they are ac: 
counted Good Stewards, and the merits of 


_Chrift fupplies by Faith, that wherein they - 


come fhort.. — 9 
'  Onthe other fide, fome. perfons. are ae 


«faithful Stewards of their Talents, and. thefe’ 


are of three kinds: 1. Suchas wholly mif- 
imploy their Talents, turning them:to the 
Difhonour and Differvice ot their Lord; 
which they fhoquld have imployed to. his 
Service, and thefe have a double account 
to make, viz. of their Talents, and of their 
mif-imployment. 2, Such as do: notat all 
imploy their 7Zalent, but as they do no 
harm, fo they. do no good with it: thefe 
are Negligem Servants, and have the fingle, 


Pad —_—e — *- ewe = fom 


but full account of their Za/ests to make, 


3. Such as do make fome ule of their 7<- 


dents, but do not produce an Increafe: pro- 
portionable to their Stock:, and fo,: though: 
they are not debtots for their whole# 2. 


dents, yet arein arrear and grawn behind. 
hand, and fo upon thefoot-of théir-account 


are found Debtors to thei Lord; which 
without. Faith in Chrift,-and -his Merits 
coming in to make wp: the fum, will: be: 

. : enough © 


Day o 


World. 


‘upon Earth, and committed to every one 


The Great Audit. 413 


_ enough to caft them in prifon,and there keep 
- them to Eternity. 3 : | 


. And according to thefe varieties of de- 
grees, of good or bad adminiftration, are the 
degrees of Reward or Punifoment, He that. 
hath adminiftred his truft well, fo that there 
is a great accefs of his improvement, hath 
the greater accefs-of Glory; and he that © 
hath lefs furpluffage upon his account, fhall! - 

have the lefs degree of Glory: and on the 
other fide, he that hath many Talents,. and 
made no improvement, his debt and punith- 
ment fhall bethe greater: He that hath few- 


er Talents, his Non-improvement leaves him 


a debtor ina lefs{um, and confequently fub- 
ject toa lefs punifhment. 
Lhe great Day of Account will bethe great 
i udgment, when the Lord of the Fa- 
tnilies of the whole Earth, willcallevery man 
to his Account of his Stewardfhip here on 


Earth.. Wherein we may with reverence , 


and for the better faftening it upon our af- 
fections, fuppofe the Lord thus to be befpeak- 
ing all and. every particular perions of the 


. 


2, The Chay e Pee. 
‘Come ye Children _ men, asI have for- 
‘merly made: you Stewards of my Bleffings 


of 
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‘of you that care to the ufe of your under- | 


€ ftanding, feveral Talents to imploy and im- 


‘prove to the honour and ferviceof me your: ~ 


‘Lord and Mafter, fonow Ilamcometo call 
* you to render an Account of your Steward- 
‘fhip, and becaufe you fhall fee the particular 
‘Charge of your hits Receipts ;' where- 
unto. you may give your Anfwers, behold, 
*hereis a Schedule of the particulars with 
‘which I will Charge you. Give in your par- 
‘ticular Anfwers how you have imployed 
* and improved aa | fee you do it truly, 
‘for know that Ihave a controle and check 
“upon you ; a controle within-you,your own 
‘Confciences , and a controle without you, 
“my Book of Remembrance, wherein all 
“your Receipts, Disburfements, and Imploy- 
“ments are Regiftred. =. 3 
. 1. © J havé given. unto you all your 
_ *Senfes, and principally thofe two great fen- 
“Ses of difcipline, your Sight and your Hear- 
¢ ing. aa . | | 
© Item. 1 have given unto youll Usder- 
‘ fanding and Reafon to be a guide of your 
‘actions, and to {ome of you more eminent 
‘degreesthereof. | 
S Item. 1 have given you all A@emory, a 
_ “treafury of things paft heard and obferved. 
' © Jtem, T have given you aCon/cience to 
“¢dire& you, and to check you in your mif- 
= . © garriages, 


. aA 


a 


al 
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* carriages, and to incourage you in well- 
‘doing, and I have furnifhed that Confci- 
‘enceot yours with light and principles of 


| _ truth and pradtice,conformable to my Will. 


‘ Jtem, \ have laid open toall your view, 
‘the Works of sy Power and Providence, the ° 
‘ Heavens and the Earth, the confpicuous 
‘adminiftration of my Wifdom and Power in 
‘them. <s | | 

‘ Ztem. I have delivered over to your 
“view, my more Spectal Providences over the 
‘ Children of men, the Difpenfation of. Re- 
“wards and Punifhments, according to emi- 
‘nent deferts or demerits. _ : 

‘* Stem, Thave given you the advantage 
“of Speech, whereby to communicate your 
‘ minds one to another, & to inftruét and ad- 
“ vantage one another by the help thereof. 

* Ltem. T haye given you Zime of life in 
“this world, to fome longer, to fome fhorter, 
“to all atime of life, a feafon wherein you 
“might exercife thofe other Talents I have 
*intrufted you withal. | we? 

* ftem. \ have delivered over unto you 
* the rule and Dominion over my Creatures, al- 


" . ‘lowing you the ufe of them for your Food, 


*“Raiment, and other Conveniencies. , 
‘ tem, Befides thefe common Talents I 
‘have intrufted you withal, I have deliver- 


fed’ over toa you, and to you, ec. divers 


Special: 
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“ fpecial and eminent Talents above others, viz,. 
‘of the-mind, or fachas concerns you as intel- 
* lectual Creatures. cr 
a. "Great Learning and Knowledge in the 
_ “works of Nature; rts and Sciences, great 
© Prudence and WVifdom inthe condué of Af- 
‘fairs, [Elocution,] excellent Zducation. — 
2. SOF the body, a firm and Healthy Contfti- 
“tution, freer § Beauty, and Comlinefs., 


>] 


3. SOf Lxternals. Great Affiuence of . 


© Wealth and Riches, Eminence of Place, and 


‘Power and Honour; great Reputation and ° 


‘Efteem inthe World; great Succe/s in en- 
“terprizes and undertakings, publick and 
“private; Relationsceconomical. 
4. SOfthings of 4 mixt Nature. Chriftian 
and liberal Zdusation , Counfel and ad- 
vice of faithful and “judicious Friends , 
‘good Zaws in the place and° Countrey 
‘where youlive; the written Word of Goa, 
‘acquainting you with my will and the 
‘way to Eternal Life , the Word Preached 
‘by able and powerful Afinéfers thereof , 
‘the Sacraments , both -for your z#stiation 
‘aud confirmation , fpecial.and powerful 
_ + Mortons and Impulfes of. my Spirit upon, 
your Confciences, diffwading from fin, 
‘and ‘incouraging in, ‘and to holinefs. “Spe- 
‘ cial Providences obftruéting and divertin 

, *you from the commiffion of -things:contra- 


eo fry 
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Sy to my. Will, difhonoutable to my Name, 
* and hurtful to your felves. Chafifements and 
‘ Correétsous exunently and plainly inflicted 
€ for fin committed by your felves. & others, 


. * fo that the guile was legible in the punith- 


“ment. Lpsinent Bleffings upon the ways of 
‘holinefs and virtue, even tathe view of the 
© world : Eminent Reftitution and Deliveran- 
‘ ces uponRepentance and amendment of life, 
‘moft clear and fenfible Zxperiences of my 
‘Love,Favour,and Lifteningto your Prayers 
‘to encourage -you mages ie + hp upon 
‘rae; fingular: Opportuntfies put into your 


- Shands, of inftructing the{gnorant, deliver- 


“ing the Oppreffed, promoting my Honour.. 
‘Thefe are fome of the many Talents which 


*. Thave committed toyou; thoughin differ. - 


‘ing degrees: Give up your accounts, you 
. es of:men, how you have imployed 
< erm. a ke ee Coes : 





| Steward. | 


. .JP (Ord, before I enter.into Account with 
- - iy thy Majefty, I muft confefs, chat if thou 
. . fhouldeft-enter into Judgment-with me, and 
- demand that Account which in Juftice thou 


mayeft require ofme,I thould be foundthy 
| Ee | Debtofs 
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Debtor: I confefs Lhave not improved myTa* 
Jents according to that. mealure of ability 
that thou haft lent me: therefore moft hum- 
bly offer unto thee thé redundant. merit of 
thy own Sonto fupply my -defects;& to make 
good what is wanting in my.accompt ; yet 
aceording to thy.command,‘I-do humbly 
tender my difcharge of the truit thou ” 
committed t to > me, as followeth : 


: en ne at General. 

oo to all the Bleffings and Talents where 
: wich thou haft intrufted me: 

- Thave looked up’to thee: with a thankful 
héart as ‘the. only Authour and giver of - 
hein. che 

“T have looked upon my. fell: as. s unworthy, ; 

| of them, de 
| i. Uhave looked upon. bheni: as end | 
to my truft and Stewardfhip, to manage 
them for the ends that-they were given, the 
honour of my Lord and Mafter, : 

Thave therefore been watch ful’ and- fober 
in the ufe and exercife of them, left Ifhould — 
| be unfaithful in them. 

-. If have at any time, through weaknefs, 
_ io¥ inadvertence; or temptation, mif-impldy- 
‘ed any of them, have been reftlefs till I have 
Lin fore meafure re Stified my — by 
— and amendment. ae “ 
mo a 2. Ln 
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we in Pavticulir,- 


“tasteless my Senfés, and ie if of 


them: I have made a Covenant with mine =. 


eyes, that they fhould not rove after Vani- 
ty, or forbidden Objects: I have imployed 
ee in, beholding tliy works of wonder 
and wifdorn. 
_ [have bufied them in redding tliofé Books 
‘and Writings, that tight inftrué me in the 
‘great concernments of Eternal Life. 
Thave ftopt my earsagainft finful and an- 
eT aremeney nee and againft landering, 
and lying, and flattering tongues. — - 
 Thave exercifed them 1n liftenirig to thofe 
| iitings that might iricreafe ny Faith, , Know- 
_ ledge, andPiety. - 
~ “Thave kepe them open tothe ory’ of the 
Poor and: Opprefled, to relieve them; the 
_reft of the imployments: of thefe and my o- 
ther Senfes have been for nly, necéffaty pre- 
fervation, and the honeft exercife of an hos 
net Calling and Converfation. 
; 3+ as to the Realon ahd videntandiig thos 
- a. haft given me. 


. rT have’ ‘ident careful | to govern my Scrifes | 
and ferifual Appetite by my Reafon; and to 
sie’ my wae id by ny Word; i 


a0 = The Account of’: 

I have endeavoured to ufe and imploy it, 
but-not to lean Gr depehd upon it, I make it 
my Affiftant, but noe my Idol; 
~.“"Thave been carefulto windup ny Reafon 
and Underftanding to the higheft key m the 
Sedrching out-of Truths, but efpecially thof — 
that are of the greateft coricernrnent in mat- 
tersot Faith. .I have made my Underftan- 

oink to be laborious and induftrious, ‘but 
ftill kept it under'the yoke ‘and role'of thy 
‘Word, left-itthould grow extravagant and 


other fide, [have not iniployed‘itin vain, 


eee ee 
= os 
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ration, humility, and thankful nefs . an das 
I have been ‘caretul to imploy it, fo I have | 
-been as careful not to mif-imploy it. looked ° 


upon it asthy Talent, and therefore gave 
unto thee the Glory, the ufe, and the fervice 


of it. 


4. 4s totheMemory that thou haft 
- : Lent me. eo 
~ Onthe Contemplation of that ftrange and. 
wonderful faculty, that diftinély, and not-. 
withftanding the intervention of thoufands 


of objects, retains their Images and Repre-- 


fentations, with all their Circumftances and 


Confequents, I have admired the wonder- > 


ful Wildom, Power, and Perfection of the 
Lord. —— ‘ a 

I have‘endeavoured principally to treafure 
upin it thofe things that may be moft of ule 
for the lifeto come, and moft conducible to 
the attaining ofit , thy Mercies,Commands, 
Diredtions, Promifes ; my own Yows, Refo- 
lutions, Experiences, failings, to keep me 
conftant inmy Duty, dependant upon thy 
Goodnefs, humble and penitent. > 
' Some things I have ftudied to forget: 
injuries, vain and hurtful difcourfes, and 


-fuch things as either would make me the 


worle by remembring them, ‘or take up too 


-muchroom in my Memory, which i 
ee, _— 


Ee 2 


\ 
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be imployed and ftored with better furnit 


ture. 


The reft ofthe imployment of my Memo- 


‘yy hath beento affift me inthe ordimary and | 


receflary converfation — others Pas 
_* ways of my Calling, the performing of my 
Promifes and Undertakings, the preferva- 
tion of good and. lawful Learning , that 
thereby I might do Service tothy Name, 


fervemy Generation, and improve my felf 


in Knowledge, Wifdom, and Underftand-_ 


Ing. | 


5. ws touching my Contcience, and the light 


thowhaft given meinit. 
1. It hath been my care to improve that 
Natural Light , and to furnifh it- with the 


bef principles I could; Before I had the _ 
| knowledge of thy Word, I got as much fur- 
’ - niture as Icould from the Writings of the © 


beft Moralifts, and the cg of the beft 


Men, after [had the light of thy Word, I 
- furnifhed it with thofe moft pure and uner- 
ring Principlesthat Ifoundinit. = 


2. Lhave been very diligent to keep my — 
Confcience clean, to incourage it in the 
pay, cc ipaee that thou haft given it over’ 

O 


my foul and actions. I have kept it in the 
thtone and greateft reverence and authori- 
tyinmyheart. 2 


, ad 
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? 33, In’ actions to be :done ‘or omittéd.- I 
_ Have always adviled with it," and taken its- 
advice, I have neither flifled,, nor. forced ;> 
nor bribed it ; but gaveit 2 free liberty to:, 


advife and: {peak out, :and a free fubjeétion’ 
of my Will, Purpofes, and Actions to it. « -- 
’ 4. If through inadvertency of mind, :or 
importunity of temptations, or precipitan- 


_cy.of occafion, or neceflity of the times, I 
‘have at any time done amifs, Ehave not ta- 


ken her upthort, or {topped her mouth, or 
my own. attention to her chiding ‘and re- 


é 
4 


ee Ce et ee a ee 


‘ 
. 


proof, but I have, with much fubmiffion - 


of mind, born -her chaftifement , and im... 
proved it to an humbling of my felfbefore 
thee for my failings ; for Tlooked upon her 
,as acting by thy Authority, for thy Service, 


and to thy Glory, and I durft not difcou- 
rage, difcountenance, or difobey her. _ 
5. When fhe was pleafed , and gave me 


good. words, 1 was glad, for lefteemed her 


as a Glafs that reprefented’ to my foul.the 
favour or difpleafure of God himfelf, and 
how he ftood affected towards me. ae 


6. I have more trembled under the fear . 


of a feared or difcouraged Cenfcience, than 


-under the fear of a fharp or. fcrupulous Con- 
-{cience ; becaufe I always counted: the lat- 
ter, though more troublefome, yet- more 


, 3 b . 
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_ 7. Ihave. been very jealous, either of 
wounding, or grieving, or dilcouraging, or 
deading my:Confeience. I have therefore 
chofen rather toforbear that which feemed 
-- but indifferent, left there fhould be fome- 
what in it. that might be unlawful ; and — 
would rather gratifie my Confcience , with 
being too ferupulous, than difpleafe dif- 
quiet, or flat it, by being too venturous: I 
have ftill chofen rather to forbear what 
might be probably lawful, than to do that 
which might be poffibly unlawful, becaufe 
I could not erre in the former, I might in the 
latter. Ifthings were-difputable whether 
they might be done, I rather chofe to for- 
bear, becaulfe the lawfulnefs of my forbea- 
rance was unqueftionable. - | 
- §&. As I have been careful to advife ime 
partially with my Con{cience before my 
Aétions , fo left either through inadver- 
tency, precipitancy, incogitancy, or fudden 
emergencies , I had committed any thing 
_amiufs, either in the nature or manner of the 
_ Aétion, I commonly, every Noa 

‘my aétions of the day paft, before the Judi- 
 eatory of my Confcience, and left her toa 
free and impartial cenfure of them, and 
what fhe fentenced well done, I with hymi- 

_ lity returned the. praife thereof to thy 

Name ; what the fentenced done sae? 
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did: humbly fue unto thee fot Pardon, and 
r Grace to prevent me from the like mif- 
carriages. By this means.I kept my Con- 
{cience active, renewed, and preferved my” 
peace with thee, and learned Vigilance, and 

Caution for the time to come. —_ 


5. As touching thy grest Works of Creation 
‘*s and Providence. > . 

x. [have not looked upon thy works tn- 
confiderately and commonly , and. pafled 


_ themover as common and ordinary things, 
asmen ufually do upon things of common 


and ordinary occurrence ; but I have fearch- 
ed into them asthings of great Eminence and 
Wonder, and: have efteemed it a great part 
of my duty, that the Wife God of Nature 
requires.of the Children of men, who there- 
fore expofed thefe his Great Works to our 
view, and gave us eyes to behold, and rea- 
fon in {ome meafure to obferve and under- 
ftand them; and therefore I have ftricly 


* obferved the Frame of the World , the 


Motion, Order, and . Divine. Oeconomy of — 


_ them; I have fearched into their Qualities, 


‘Caufes , and Operations, and have dilco-— 
vered as great ,-if not greater, matter of ad- 
muration therein,than inthe external beauty - 
and profpeét, that at the firft view they pre- 


fented to my fenle, 2.And 


! ‘ 


y 
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__2. And this difquifition’ and obfervation 
did not reft only in the bare perulal of the 
works themfelves , or their immediate tia- 


tural Caufes, upon which they depended, - 


but Itraced their Being’, Dependance, and 


Government unto thee, the Firft Canfe. 


and by this profecution and tracing of things 
totheir Original, I was led up to a moftde- 
' - monftrative conviction, that there isa God 
that is the Firft Caufe of their Being, and 
Motion ; and in the Contemplation of the 


admirable Vaftnefs of the- works mine eyes 
behold, their fingular Beauty and Order, | 


the admirable Ufefulnefs, Convenience,and 


Adaptation of one thing to another, the - 


Conftancy » Regularity, and Order of the 


Motion of the Heavens and Heavenly Bo- © 


dies; the Mutual Subferviency of one thin 

to. another, the Order and Ufeful Pofition 
of the Elements,.the: Fertility of the Earth, 
the Variety of Beauty, and Ufefulnefs of 
_ the Creatures, their admirable inftinéts,che 


wonderful Fabrick of the Body of Man, 


_ the Admirablenefs and Ufefulnels of his Fa- 


culties animal, andthe fingular Adaptation _ 


of the Organs to thofe faculties, the ftrong 


_. ‘Powers of the Reafonable Soul , in-the con- 
™ templation of thefe, and fuch as thefé Va- 


rieties, I did to the Everlafting filencing 
ofthe Atheilme, that my own Corruptions 
“se i 4 - ee ne ' ~ were 


: er a 
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but One God, that he is moft Powerful ;! 


- moft Wile, Knowing all things, Governing 


all things, Supporting all things. Upon 
thefe convictions, I was ftrengthned in the 
Belief of thy Holy Word , which had fo. 
great a congruity with thefe Truths, that 


‘the ftri@t and due contemplation of thy 


Creatures did fo demonftratively evince. ~ 


3. And upon thefe Convictions, I did 
learn the more to Honour, Reverence, and 
Admire thee, and to Worfhip, Serve, and 
Obey Thee, to Depend and Reft upon - 
Thee, to walk Humbly, and Sincerely,and © 
Awetully- before Thee, as being prefent 
with me, and beholding me , toLoveand - 
Adore Thee as the Fountain of all Being 
‘and Good. When { looked upon the Glo- 


Ty and Ufefulnefsof the Sun, ladmiredthe - 


God that made it, chalked out its motions | 
for it, placed it in that due diftance from the 
Earth, for its ufe andconveniency. When 
I looked upon the Stars, thofe huge and 


_ wonderful balls of Light, placed in. that im- 


menfe diftance from the Inferiour Bodies, 


and one from another, their Multitude and 


Motion, Iadmired the Wifdom and Power 


of that God, whofe hands fpans the Hea- 


vens, and hath fixed.every thing inits place. 


Nay, when I looked upon the poor little 
Herbs that arife out of the Earth, the loweft 
of Vegetables, and confidered the fecret 
fpark of life that is in it, that Attracts, In- 
creafeth, Groweth, Seminateth, preferves it 
felf and its kinds ; the various vertues that 
are in them for the Food, Medicine, and 
Delight of more perfe@ Creatures, my mind 
was carried up to the Admiration and Ado- 
ration, and Praife of that. God, whofe Wif- 
dom, Power, and Influence, and Govern- - 
ment is feen in thefe little, {mall Foot-{teps 
_ of his Goodnefs , fo that take all the wifett, 
ableft, moft powerful and knowing men 
under Heaven, they cannot equal that Pow. 
er and Wifdom of thine, that is feen in a 
. blade ofgrafs, nor fo much astrace out, or 
elearly, or diftinétly difcipher the great Va- 
rieties in the production, growth, and pro- 


' cefs ofitsfhort, yet wonderful continuance, 


in fo much that there is fcarce any thing 
- that we converfe withall, but yielded me. 
Infcriptions of the Power and Wildonsa of 
their Maker writen upoa them. 7 
_. 4 In the contemplation of thy great 
works of the Heavens, thofe goodly, beau- 
-‘tiful, and numerous Bodies, fo full of Glor 
and Light , I ever reflected upon my felf 
with Davids meditation, Zord, what man 
that thon art mindful of him, or the Son of 
3 | : Ay 


78 c¥of- oe. 


| 
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Man, that thou regardeft him ! \t is true, 


Man ia himfelf Confidered, ts.a Creature full 
of wonder, but compared with thefe good- . 


| ly Creatures , he is but an inconfiderable 
4 


ing. I-learnt by thy: Creatures to be 
humble, and eddrethy condefcention, that 
art epee from Heaven, the dwelling place 
of thy Majelty and Glory , to take care of 
fucha worth as Man, Sinful Man... oe 

5. ta ‘che’ contemplation’ of thy Power 
and Wifdom in’Creating and Governing 
the-world,T have learned Submiffion to th 
‘Will, as being the Will of the fame moft 
‘Wrae God, 'that-by his Wifdom hath Crea- 
ted and Governs: all things, and therefore 


‘his Will, a‘meft Wife, Perfegdé Will. Ihave 
" Tearned to Depend upon ‘thy Providence, 


‘who though Jem Buta Worm) in compari- 
fon of thy Heavenly works, yet I am an Ex- 
cellent arid'an eminent Creature in com- 


- parifon of the ‘Ravens 4ud the grafs-of the 
“Fields ; yet thofe he feeds; and thefe he 
-cloaths ,- and:fhal he not:much more cloath 
-and feed me? “Thus [have in {ome meafure 
“improved the Talents of thy works, thereby 
tofind and trace out thy Majefty, thy. 
‘Power,’ Wifdom, and Greatiefs, and my 
‘own Dury. a 7 


| Touching 
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_Louching thy more Special Providences to- — 
- wards the Childrenof men. 

_- 1. As bythy.Works of Nature, I have 
_ Jearned what thou art; and fomething of my 
‘Duty thereupon to thee  foby thy Provi- 
dence towards the Children of Men; Ihave 
in fome meafure learned the fame, anda 


farther Leffon,. viz. What thy. Will is,. for 


thou haftnot left.thy felf »without a witnels 
‘thereof to a meer natural. man, obferving 
thy Providence. towards: the. Children: of 
Men. I have‘ abferved fonie menof.em+ 


nent Juftice and Uprightne(s of Life, Purity 
and San@imony,. ‘Temperance and Sobriety, 
Mercy and -Gentlenefs, Patience and For- 
 "bearance ,:“‘Bounty ‘and: Liberality ;. and} 
have obferved, them to be very happy Men, 
and. Bleffed in ‘what was, moft defired by 
them. It may be they-wereRich and Great , 
ebut if chey.were not, it was-becaufe Riches 


,and Greatnels was not the thing, they moft . 


_ Valued, perchance it-might..have been a 
-burden to them to be fuch  but-I have.al- 


_ ways obferved them to be Happy in what 
they moft defired and valued: s they. had — 
, Hf they 


Serenity and Quietnefs of Mind : 

were not Rich, yet they were vifbly Hap- 
-py in their Gontentednefs ; and if peed A 
Te io.) WEF 
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were not Great; yet they were apparently: 


Honourable, in.the efteem and value of o- 


thers, nay, if they were under external 


- Loffes, Crofles, Reproaches, yet in the mid’ft 


thereof, it was moft apparent to all men, 
they: injoyed that which they more: valu- 
ed, a.moft, compofed, chearful, patient 5 
contented. Soul; and this hath been appa- 


rently vifible to all Spectators, as ifthey had 
enjoyed a full Confluence of External happi- 


ne(fs, and very many times, unlefs upon emi- 


- nent and vifible Reafons, before the end of 
- their days had: fignal Returns of External 


Knjoyments, - Thave obferved men of notor 


. rious and wicked. lives, Traytors, Murde- 
_ derers, Oppreflors, Adulterers, Covenant- 


breakers , and -other Villanies,. fecured by 
eminent Power, Policy, or Secrecy ; yet 


.by wonderful Providence that Power bro- - 
ken, that Policy ‘difappointed,. that Secre- 


cy. difcoyered, ;and, Eminent Judgmentsan- 


{werable to their Eminent Demerits, have 
-overtaken them. [have feen and obferved 
_ both in my felf and others, our fins and of-— 


fences fo fuitably. and proportionably an- 


-fwered with punihments, that. though they 
feem to be produced by ftrange and moft 
cafual Conjunctures, yet fo exactly conform- 
able to the nature, quality, and.degree of 
.the offence’, that they carried inthem the 
er — | _ very — 
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very effigies of the fins, andimadeit legible 


in the punifhment; fre tHe manus, fic ova gere: 
bat. And from thefe obfervations I found 

that thofe fins were difpkeafingtothee; that — 
thou wert moft Wile to difcover, and molt 
_ Juft and Powerfulto punifhthéem ; and did 
thereupon conclude, Wersly there is a Rémard 
for the Righteous; verily he is a God that Fudg- 
eth inthe Earth, — eR tat 


8. Concerning my Speech. ane 


 T have always been careful that Toffend — 
- not with my tongue, my words have been 
few, unlefs-neceffity, or thy Honour re- 
quired’ more fpeech than ofdinary ;- my 
words have -been True, reprefenting things 
_ asthey were ; and Sincere, bearing confor- 
‘mity to my heart and mind ; my words 
‘have been Seafonable, fuitable t0 the occa- 
— and feafoned with ‘grace’ and ufeful- 

[ have efteemed my words, though tran- 
‘fhent and paffing away, yet treafured up in 
‘thy remembrance ; for by: my-words, I fhall 
‘be juftified, by my words condemned , and 


therefore I have refle@ed-often upon my | 


_ words, and when Ihave found any thing , 
that through inadvertency,. or-paffion hath 
. ‘paffed from me, I have indeavoured : re- 

ease oO OT} | 
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— ‘it-» ahd: humbled’ my’ felf before thee 
OF ite Pe oe i ne ade eo a 
i T have efteéined it the moft natural arid 
excellent Ufe ‘of ity Tongu¢’:' to fet forth: 
thy: Glory; Goodnéls, Power, Wifdom: and 
Truth; to inftructothers' as ‘1 had opportu 
tity in the knowledge of thee, in their du- 
ty to thee, to themnfelves ;' antl others ¢ to: 
reprove Vice and Sin, to encourage Ver: 
tue and zodd'Jiving, to cdnviiee Brrors j 
to maintain the Truth ; to call upon tby 

Name, and by ‘vocal Prayers to fandifie 
tongue, and to fix: my thoughts to the’ du-: 
ty about which [was / ‘to ' perfwade ‘to’ 
Peace,‘ and Chatity, andGood'works , and’ 
in thefe imployments Iendeayoured; to’ 
wind up my tonguie to'thé hight degree” 
of clocution, that 1 was capable‘ofi ''." : 
_ _. Thave often contethpldted thy wortider:’ - 
. ful Wildom and’Goodanefs‘to thé Childten! ° 
of men, in giving them not'oaly Redon and * 
Underftanding, but that admirable faculty’ 
of Speech ;wherereby ’ one - inafi might! 
communicate ‘his’ mind; -arfd. thoughts, ' 
‘and wants, atid-defires, ahd counfels,' and 
affiftance to. others, the gtéat ‘engine of 
upholding of mutwal Society; and without ' 
which our Réafon and Underftiridinig’ were 
impriforied. within our félves,' and confu- ‘ 
fion would enfue, as once it did at thélcdn: 
= Ff | fufion - 


a 


r 
a9 ¢ 3 & 


gion of Tongues by thy mof Wile Provi- 
dence for moft excellent Ends. ae 

: Infum, [-havelooked upon thisamongtft 
he many other conveniencies I enjoy, as 

reafure committed to my, truft for my Ma- 
Serpule. ‘[ have accordingly imployed it 
onlcionably, feemly, and humbly as thy 
gift, normy:ownacqueft. = 

+ Ge Lowehing may Time of Life. 

. Firft, Thaye aye confidered what it is, 
and for what end thou gaveft itme ; thet 
it is but a-fhort time, -and the minutes that 
are palfed, and.the: importunities in them 
mi irrevocably,and irrecoverably loft, that. 

the wealthof the World cannot redeem 
it ; that the time that is before me, isun- 
certain, when.I look ypon an Hour-glafs,or © 
the fhadow ofa Dyal,I'can. guefs that here 


¢ 
a 


_ ishalfamhour, ora quarter, or more or lefs _ 


tacome; but Icannot guels, what propor- 
tion of time-remains in the hour-glafs of my 
hfe. only J know it is fhort, bug I know not 
how. fhort it is, whether 4-year, or a week, 
ora day, or anhour, andyet:upon thislit- 
' tle uncertain portion.of time, and the due 

uleof it depends my_ everlafting happinet 
or.milery. It.is my Seeds time,: and if I 
fowe not. my Seed here, it istoo late to — : 


’ *.t tt. ey Ta ea -s . 
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- of that Husbandry after death ; and if f 
- fowe, and fowe not good Seed. my crop will 


be thereafter in that other World that.ime 
mediately expects upon the iffue ofthis; and 
I have a thoufand diverfiots that rob me 
of much of thislittle portion of time, and 
yields me no ‘account inorder to my great 
concernment, whien Ica% out from the ac« 
count of my.time the unprofirablenefs of 


my Childhood and Youth, the hours fpent > - 


in fleeping eating and drinking, recreations, 
travels, and other things that carry no fin in 
them, there remains but a {mall portion ofa 
fhort life for Concernments of Everlafting 
Importance ; a great bufinels to be done, 

great difficule 


ort and uncertain life to do itin’; and 
yet this lifeof mine was by theegiven, not 
to be trifled anid {quandered away, either 
in Sin, or Idlenefs , not to gain’ Riches, 


_ Honour, or Reputation ‘; for when Sicknefs _ 


comes, thefé will appear infipid and vain 
things; and when Death comes, they will 


be meérly ufelefs ; butit was for a higher | 


a 


end, viz. Atime totrade forthe moft value. 
able Jewel of Eternal happinefs, atiine to, 


fowe fuch Seed. as might = a Crop . 
e- 


-* 


Bleffednelsin the next World ; a.time’ 


cure atitle to an Everlafting Inheritance, 
| | f2  . — fuch 


2 


ies and impediments in the dos - 
ing of it, and but a little portion of time of . 
a 
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fuch atime, asif once loft, the opportunity 
is loft for ever, loft irrecoverably , forthe 
Night cometh wherein no man can work, 
for ‘there #é no work, no device, nor knowledge, 
hor wifdom in the Grave whither thow goeft.. 
Ecclef.'9,10. © Le ” 
~ And upon this confideration of the great 
etid of my life, the great importance of the - 
bitfinefs that istobe done in it ; the brevity 
ahd gréat uncertainty of this life, and the . 
utrer-impoffibility after death, to redeem. 
the néglect of the proper and important 
Butinere of my life, I have endeavoured to 
husband this fhort, uncertain , important 
Talent as well asI can. Orne 

‘i. Byacareful 4voiding of Stfel Jimploy- 
ments, which at once do waft this precious 


Talent,‘and contraét a farther Debt upon — 


inte; renders me jn arrears. for the time mif- 
fpent, and the guiltcontracted,  * 

2. By avoiding /dlene/s, burning out my | 
_Candjetonopurpofe, — > | | 

3. By avoiding Usnecefary Confumption 
of Time’, by long Feaftings, exceffive Sleep, _ 
impertinent Vifits, feeing of Interludes, un- 
neceffary Recreations, Curious and Imper- 
tinent Studies and Inquiries, that when at- 
tained, ferve tono‘purpofe. ~ 
4 "By applying, directing, .and ordering . 
even my fadies of humane Learning , Hilto-. 
OMe ae Be ge 
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-Ties,;Natural or Moral Philofophy, Mathic- 
’ maticks, Languages, Laws to-an™ end be- 
yond themfelves , viz. thereby to’ inable 
‘mae to underftand and obferve thy excellent 
_ Wifdom and Power, to maintain anduphold 
_ thy caufe againift Atheifm, Idolatry ,: and 
Errors ; to fit me for ve of thee. and . 
my Country, inthe ftation wherein I live, 
. §. By exercifing my felfin the very buli- 
nels of my Calling, as an ac of Duty and 
Obedience to thee , acting in ir thofe-Ver- 
tues of Chriftianity that might be hondux- 
“ble to thy Name, of good example to others, 
of improvement of Grace ‘unto my {clf, 
“ufing in it Diigence without Anxie:y’, 
_, Dependence upon thee without Prefump- 
_ tion, Contentednefs, Patience, Thankfu)- 
“\ _nefs, Honefty, Juftice, Uprightnef, Plain- 
dealing’, Liberality . and “by this, means 
‘“ tranflated my Secuilas imployment into an 
exercife of Chriftian Dugy,, ferying ‘Thee . 
while I ferved my felf, and. converting that 
“very imployment, and the time {pent ther¢- 
in, to the Ufe, Honour, and ;Advantage-of — 
‘my Lord and Mafter, the good exampleof . 
| ae and the jncreafe of my {piritual ad- 
, vantage,.aswellasmytemporal, - _. ~ | 
fo-7imes 


6. By religioufly obferving tho 

‘that have been fet apart to Religious Latics, 
efpecially the Lords Day, not mingling with 
— FEZ 0 it 
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jt fecular thoughts or imployments, but 
with much attention, ftrictriefs, and. care, 
laying hold upon thofe times and opportu- 
nities, and carefully applying them fingly 
to the proper bufinefs of thetimes,  — -. 
7. By dedicating and fetting apart fome — 
portion of my ‘time to Prayer and, Reading of 
thy Word, which] have.conftantly and pe- 
remptorily obferved, whateyer o¢gcafions 
interpofed, or importunity perfwaded the 
eontrary, 
8. By making the magnum. oportet the 
Great and One thing neceflary, the choige 
and principal bufinefs of my life 5 and the 
reat defign ofit ; and efteeming that time 
{pent moft naturally,profitably,and {uitably, 
that was {pent in order to it, obferving thy 
great Works of Wifdom and Power:; con- 
‘templating upon ‘thy Goodiefs ind Excel- 
lency ; hearing and reading thy ‘Word, 
ealling upon thy Name ; Acucttying, my 
Corruptions exercifitg thy Graces; hum- — 
bling my felffor my Sins, returning thanks 
_ tor thy Mercies, ftudying the Myftery of 
God manifeftin the flefh,  ftriving to bring 
thy felf conformable‘to my Pattern, and to - 
~ have him formed in my heart, dnd his life in 
mine ; Crucifying my felftothe World, and 
the World to me ; fitting my felf for Death, 
Judgment and Eternjty. Thefe, and = 


— 
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dike immploymdats] efteeined the ove, she 


--ghory,. the beft.of my f{péat: time, ‘becaide 


they will be carried over ith: advantae | 


- ¥to the life'td.come ; andthérefore: ere 
_ reckoned my Bufinels , and raccording| nBly i 


smaile it : other ‘matters, that only. fer 


<for ‘the Meridtan of this life; I ufed eichér 
: “barely, for neceffity of iny :prefent ~fab- 


: , ora divertifement , ‘and’ a ohn 
ly,{or in ordet to!thofe preat End Se. 
“~werethe butts le. me — the pave ey : 


- my life. 
“10. 1, Fah pe See ‘anit nid 


yh ‘domiean cover thers. 

Fins Cee Oe 

aaa eedindidichent'2d thine in: priprile | 

ty: thoir: haft,comfbitted ‘unte me the we, 
and the fubordinare. Daminton:dv 

yee [have efteemed my {elf ‘an: canwuteash 


ee, f 


to thee for them, atid therefore I have re- 


-eétved them: with: thankfukinels unto thee 


_the great Lordboth of themaidme; wheh 
the Earth yielded me 2:goodcrop ofCom, ~ 


- ‘ogi Eruytss when» Flocks “incrdafed’ . 
nny holiest labours brought me: ina 
vented. or a convenicnt fupply, [looked up. 


| i thee asthe Giver, tothy Providencea d 


Bleffings, as the Originabof all my incréa 


I did f not Sacrifice 93 my. own Net:,: Or | 
| : E 


4 In 


ego Fhe Accouiedf 
- Ioduftry, or Prudence, but I received aif, as 
_ the gracious. and bountiful ‘returns . of dhy 
‘liberal hanti: f booked upon evety grain of 
| Corn that] fowed as buried and loft. urtlels 
ithy power, quickened -sihd! revived -it. ;.I 
 jefteemed the beft-  sheagioer would ihavé 
been but ftalk-and ftraw,-umlefs'chou ‘hadi 
-Josreafed it; I efteemedithy:‘own hand and 
-sodutry ' but. impotent, : unlefsithou: hadit 
Ubleffed it ;. for it 4s thy blefiing thatimaketh 
“Rich and it is.thou that giveft power to 
get wealth, Prov.10.22. Dent, 8.18.01) pct 
2. I efteemed it ty Duty to makea Re- 
“tutp of'thismy-acknowle ments by fiving 
thee thetxibute: ofmy-incréaf in the main: 
tenance of thy Minifters, and the relief of 
the Poor ; -and:} efteerhed rhe attice' en- 
doyned to.thy:antient |P giving: the 
‘Tenth of them Increst,-a {nffivieht,:sioton- 
Jy SMarraritg ‘but nGrodion:‘to-me! ander 
the Golpel,usidouts like, . siotis ci sens oF 
0) have dot! onby:! looked upon thy 
Pildflings arid: Bowity 5 ‘indénding-me thy 
own >Cregtusds for. my hive: ibut:1 have 
fought unto thet fora Ble(G upon them:in 
my wle of them! didivery well obferve; that 
there is by miyfin'vCur m the very: Crea- 
» tures -that-T ftceive, -unlels thy: bleffin 
_ Fetch. ie. out:,!anodmptine& in th mM: ui. 
| lefs thy goodnefs fill. them:, though thola 
eee A oe Sake fhouldet 


i 
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fhouldeft give me a rhe Manna ‘from 
Heaven,yet without thy blefing upon them, 
they would. become rottennels and putreé- 
fattion tome, and therefore I ever: begged 
thy bleffing upon thy Bleffirigs,as well as the 
Blefiings themfelves, and attributed the | 
goodd tound, or was to expect'in them td. 
the'fame hand that gave them.) 1! 
- .4¢ I received and ulédthy: Creatures 
as committed fo me undef ‘dtraft, and'as 4 _ 
Steward and: Accomptant! for‘them , and 
therefore I was always careful: to ufe them - 
according ‘to thofe' limits; and in order-fot 
thofe. ends; ‘for which thou didft commit 
rherh to me: ‘x. With Temperance andMo- © 
deration ; I:dld' not ufe-thy.Creatures.t6 — 
Lugtry and' Exceéfs,: to make provifion ‘for 
my Lufts, with'vdin glory: of Oftentation, 
but forthe: gonvenient fupport of the Ext 
gencesiof my. ‘nature and’ condition ; and if 
atany time thy: Goodiefs did indulge me an 
ufe of thetn'for delight, 4s well as‘neceffity, | 
I didi¢butrarély arid watchifully , 'T-looked 
mot ‘upon the Wine when it gave its’ colbilr 
an the Cup, norvave ny felf diver. either to 
exocls or curiofity in‘ meats ‘or dtinks s"1 
checked my felf therein, as being in thy pré 
fence, and ftitl remembrdd: F iiad thy Crea- 
tures ufider ah ‘accompt'! “arid: was ever 
careful to avoid excefs or infernperance, = 
a4 caufe 
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eaufe every exceflive Cup or Meal was in: 
danger to.leave.tne fomewhat in/sper and 
arear to my.Lord. 2. With-Mercy and - 
Compaffion te -the Creatures themfelves, - 
se ae ok put under my poweraod — 
difpofal. When lconfidgred the admirable 
powers of jife.and fenfe, which I faw in the 
Birds and Beafts , and. that ali the men 
in-the world could not give-the like Being 
toany thifg,. nor reftore that life and fente 
which-is: once taken from. them, when J 
_ confidered - how : innocently. and harmlefly 
the Fowls.¢ad Fifth; and, Sheep and Oxen 
take their Food.,.‘that thou, the Lord of ail 
haft piven: thom, Ihave been apt: to thick 
that, furély: phou;didft iatend!a ’more: inno- 
eént-kind ef food te man, ‘thas fach as muft 
_be taken swith4ugh detrimene fig thofe living 
parts of thy Creation, end: although thy 
awonderful Goodnels, hath {9 much indulg- 
ed.to Minthintd;.as .to.-gine-wp the lives of 
thefe Creagutes, for the Food. of man by thy 
lexpre(s: Commiffion; ‘yes [ft do, andever 
did’ think shat ther wane Sefice dve from 
mpan, venta shale/ompble,Greswes , shat: he 
Should, take them fparingly,: dor necefityy 
and not. fos delight, or. if for delight, yer 
. Rot for Luxury::1 bave--been spt to think, 
that if cherg, were. any more hberal ufe of 
Greatures for- delight or--variety, it vo 
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be of fruits, or fuch other delicacies.as might 
be had without the lofs of life, but how- 
ever it be,, this - very .confideration j=harh 
mademe very {paring and careful -not vain- - 
ly or fuperfluoufly 5 or unnéceffarily , og 
prodigally to take away: the-life of chy 
Creatures for feafting and-excels. . And,the 
very fame confideration hath always .gone 
along with me,: ém reference to, the Labaar of 
thy Creatures, T have ever thought that: there 
wasa certain degree of Juftice due from 
man to the Creatures as from man to man, 
and ‘that an exceffive,immaderate; unfea, 
fogable wle of th Greavures labour i an 
jufticg Jor syhich: he muft accompt 4.t9 
deny. domeltjcal Greatures qhejr convenient 
Food s to axack that labour ofp, therp; that 
they ate, nat 8 le 40 perform, to ule extra, 
mify or cruelty tewards.them, is. a reac ft 
a 





that truft, under which the deminion o 
Creatures was committed to us , an 
breach of that Juftice that is due from men- 
to thems andeherofore Ehaxe.alwayselteemy 
ed it‘as. part. of my.duty, and.it hhath een 
always my praétice to be merciful-to my 
Beafts, and upon the fame account Thave 
ever elteemed it a breach of truft, and have 
accordingly declined any cruelty to any of 
thy Creatures, and as.much.as.I might, prey 
vented it in others, as a tyranny, incon- 
o> ~ fiftent 
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‘fitent with the truft and Stewardthip that : 
‘thou haft committed tome. I have abhor. - 
red thofe {ports that confift.in the torturing : 
of the Creatures ; ‘and if‘either noxious ; 
Creatures muft be deftroyed, or Creatures : 


“Ne te 


Cv. Eedts, aadof Arts and Sciences." | 

Ce ee oe 
 Thave norefteemed then: thé chiefett or’ 

| Geft furniture of my mind; but have ac 
compted them but drofs in comparifon of the 
Te ee Ss knowledge 


} 
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know ae of thee andthy Chrift, and him 
Crucified. In the Acquiring of ‘them, Ihave . 
ilways obferved thiscare: 1. ThatI might 
lot too prodigally beftow my time upon 

hem, to the prejudice of that time and pains 
or the acquiring of more excellent know- 
edge, and the greater concernments of my 


sverlafting happinefs, = | ts 

2. I carried along with me in all my ftu- . 
lies of this nature, this great Defignof im- 
roving them, and the knowledg acquired - 
yy them, tothe Honour of thy Name, and 
he greater difcovery of thy Wildom,Power, 
nd Truth, and. fo tranflated my fecular 
earning into an- improvement of divine 
nowledge, and had I not kad, and pra¢ti-- 
-d that defign in my acquefts.of Humane 
earning , 1 had concluded my time mil: 
ent, becaufe lever thought it unworthy ° 
f aman, that had an everlafting-Soul, to... 
irnifh it only with.-fuch Learning as either 
‘ould dye with his Body, and. fa become, ; 
nufeful for his everlafting ‘tafe, or that in .. 
1é mext moment after death, would-be at..- 
ined without labour or ve life. 
st this advantage I made and foynd inmy. . 
pplication to feculas ftudigs. |, 


Be ae 


F 
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1. It inarged’ and habituated my mind: 
- formore ufefulmquiries; 

2. Ie carried me up ina great meafure to 
the found and grounded knowledge of thee, 
the Firft Cau(e’of all things. ~ 4 

3. It kept me from idlenefs and ruft. 

4. It kept my thoughts and life often- 
times from temptations to-worle imploy- 
ments. a oo 

2 Learning and Knowledge did not 
iti 


‘ 
x aan si _—- Giimaciiomas —_ jaiiass tia! a 


\ 


h en my opinion of my felf, parts, or 
abilities ; eae the more I knew, the more 
_humbleIwas. | ao 
x. I found it wasthy Strength and Blef- . 
fing that enabfed me toit, that gave me un- 
derftanding and inlarged it , I did look’ 


upon it as a Talent Lent me, not truly Ac. 
quiredbyme. © 
ei The more'I knew, the more I knew 
my’ own Ignorance... ‘I found my felfcon- 
vinced, er oc was an Ignorance in what 
_ I thought Fknew,; my knowledge-was but 
impertect and defective , and I found an in- 
finite latitude of things ‘which I knew not, 
the: farther I, waded in knowledge ,.’ the 
desper ftill Ifound.it, and it was with ine, 
juftas it is with a Child that thinks, that if 
e could but come to fuch a field, he fhould 
_ be able to touch the Hemifphere of the 
Heavens ; but when he comes see? 
a : 3 : $ 


) 
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finds it as far off as it was:before. ‘Thus, 
while. my mind. purfued knowledge, I 
found the object. {till as far before me as-it 

was, if not much farther.,.and could nd 
more attain. the full and exactknowledge of — 
any one fubject, than the hinder Wheel of a: 

: Chariot can over-take the ‘former, thouglr 
I knew much of what others were ignofant, 
yet ftill I found there was much more, 
whereof 1 was Ignorant, than -whiat I knew, 

_ even. inthecompafs of a moft-eonfined. and: 
ineonfiderable fubje@. And.as my very. 
knowledge taught me Humiility in the fenfe- 

_ of myownIgnorarice, fo it taught me that- 

— my Underftanding was.of finite and limit-: 

_ ted power,. that takes in things by: little and. 
little , and ‘gradually. 2.:That thy Wil-. 
dom is.unfearchable and paft finding out. : 
33 That. thy Works, whicharebut finite in’ 

— themfelves;,: arid peceflanily fhort of that.in-- 
finite. Wildoniyby. which they drecontrived,’ 
are yet fo wonderful, thatias the Wife-man 
faith ,~Vo stat: cumfind out. the work that thow 
makefi from the Beginning to the End, Ecclef.. 
3-11.  Ifaman'would {pend his whole life® 


woF we Bo 
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3: Ac taughe'mealfo, with the Wile-man,, - 
_ to write. Vanity and Vexation upon all my 
fecular .Knowledge and Learning, Zcelef: 
%14. That lictlechat I know, was:not at- 
tained wirhout much Labour, nor yet free — 
from much/uncertainty, and the great refi-. 
dusm which I knew. not; rendered that I 
knew poor and inconfiderable; and there-. 
eG 4. ee a ee 
- 4:4 did moft evidently conclude, that 
the Happinefs and Perfeétion of my Intel-° 
lectual Power, wasnot to be found in this. 
kind of Knowledge, in a Knowledge thus. 
-fenfibly mingled: with Ignoradce in the. 
things it feems to know, mingled with a 
dif-fatistagtian: in refpect of the-things I 
know not — with a difficulty inat-:_ 
cant, reftlefnefs when attained , the 
more I knew, the'more I knew‘that I knew ° 
not ; andthe moreI knew, the more impa-: 
tient my. mind was:to know what it knew 
‘not; my Knowledge did. rather inlarge my 
defire of knowing ,. than fatisfie it; and 
‘the moft intemperate Senfual Appetite un- - 


der Heaven was more capable of fatisfacion = — 


by what it enjoyed, then my IntelleQyak | 
. Appetite or defire was, or could be fatisfied 
with the things I knew ; but the inlarging , 
ofmy Underftanding with Knowledge, did | 
but inlarge and -amplifiethe defire and ap- - 
Se ute Pe FE petite 
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petite I had to know ; fo that what. fobs re- 


-sturn.was upon his inquifition after Wifdom, 


: 
RB: 


-_ ~~ —R 


ee oe on, a 


hal eet 8 oe See ee —_— we 
‘ 


Fob 28.14. The depth faith; Lt 1 pot in-me, 


andthe Sea faith, Lt % not in me. the:fame ac- 


count all, my feveral Boxes or kinds . of 


_knowledge gave me, when I enquired for 


fatisfaction in them, my abftraét and chgice. 
fpeculations in the AZetaphyficks were of that 
abftraét and comprehenfive Nature, that _ 
‘when I had perufed great Volumes of it, — 
and intended my mind clofe to it, yet; it was 
fo Mercurial, that I could hardly hold it;: 


- and yet fo extenfive and endlefs, that. the 
- more I read or thought of it, the more I 


might. V4twral Philofophy (though it were 
more tractable , becaufe holding a greater 
vicinity to Senfe and. Experiment, yet) I 
found full of uncertainty, much ‘of. it 
grounded upon Imaginary Suppofitions, 
iampoffible to be experimented >. the latter. 
Philofophers, cenfuring the former, and. de- 
parting from them, and lateft defpifing and 
rejecting both.; the Subject as,vaft as the. 
vifible or tangible’Univerfe, and yet eve- 
‘Ty individual {o.complicated,. that ifall the. 


eft were.omitted, any,one had more lines 


concentred in it, than. were poffible for 
any one Age to fift to the bottom,,-yet 
any one loft, or not exadly, {canned ,' 
leaves all the reft uncertain and conjectural. 

GB The 
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-“The-very- difquifition concerning any one 


part-of:the Brain, the Eye, the Nerves, the’ 
‘Blood, hath perplexed the moft exact Scru- 


tators. Thole more dry, yet more demon- 
ftrable conclufions in the AZathematicks, yet 
they are endlefs and perplexed: The Pro- 
- portion of Lines to Lines ,. of Superficies to 


\ 


Superficies, Bodies to Bodies, Numbers to. 


Numbers, nay, to leave the whole latitude 
of the fubjects fee what long and intricate, 
and untfatisfaétory pains men have taken a- 
bout fome one particular fubject, the Qua- 
drature of the Circle, Conical, Oval, and 
Spiral Lines, and yet ifit couldbe attained 
in the perfection of it; yetthefe three un- 
happineffes attend it, > as 

. 1. That it is but of little ufe, it is onl 
known that it may be known: That which 
is of ordinary ufe, either. in Architecture, 
Meafuring of Bodies, and Superficies , Mes 
chanicks, bufinefs.of Accounts, and the like, 

is {oon attained, and by ordinary capacities ; 
the reft are but curious impertinents, in re- 
_ {peét of ufe and application. 

- 2. That they ferve only forthe Meridian of 
this life, & of corporal converfe; a feparated 
_ Soul, ora fpiritualized Body will not be con- 

_ €erned in the ufe and imployment of them. 
~: 3. But admit they fhould, yet doubtlefs 
a greater meature of {uch knowledge will be 
ae he ° attain- 


- . 
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attained in one Hour after our diffolution, 
than thé toylfome expénie of an age in this 
life would produce. And the like may be 
faid for Aftronomieal di(quifitions : what a 
deal of doe there is touching the motion or 
confiftency of the Sun or Earth; the quali- 
ty and habitablehefs of the Moon; the mat- 
ter, quantity, and diftance ofthe Srars ; the 
feveral pofitions, continuity, contiguity, and 
motions of the Heavens, the various influen- 
ces of the Heavenly Bodies in their Oppo: 
fitions, Conjunctions, Afpects? When once 
the Immortal Soul hath flown through the 
ftories of the Heavens, in one moment all 
thefe will be known diffinély, cléarly,-and 
evidently ; which here are nothing but con- _ 


: -  jectures and opinions gained by long read: 


ingorobfervation, =. 2 | 
Upon all thefe corifiderations, I con- 
cluded that my intelletuall. power; and the 
exercife of it in this life, was given me for a 
 dore fure and certain, ufeful, advantagious, 
{uitable and becoming Obje&, even to kxow — 
thee, the only trae God, and Fefus Chrift, whom 
thou haft fent, Jo. 17:3. A knowledge that 
is ufeful for the acquiring of Happine(s here 
and hereafter, a kriowledge, 7 a fubject, 
though infinitely comprehenfive,, yet but | 
one , 2 knowledge ; that though it ftill 
Move farther , yet it fatisfies iri whatis ac-. 
Gg 2 — quited 
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quired, anddoth not difquict in attaining 
more, a knowledge that is of as much ule 7~ 
inthe World that is to come, asit is here; 

a knowledge, that the more it is improved 
in this life, the more it is improved in that 
which ts tocome, every grain of it here, is 
inlarged to a vaft preportion hereafter, a 
_knowledge that is acquired even with a 
confent, a defire to know, becaufe thy 
-Goodnefs pleafeth to fill fuch adefire,to in- - 
ftru@ from thy felf, and there isnone teach- 
eth like Thee. a . 7 


12. Concerning Humane Prudence, asd Un- 
derflanding in Sffairs , and Dexterity 
in the managing of them. | 


I have been always careful to mingle 
Juftice and Honefty with my Prudence, and 
have always efteemed Prudence, acted by _ 
Injuftice and Falfity, the arranteftand moft 
devilifh pradtice in the World; ‘becaufe it 
profiitutes the Gift to the fervice of Hell, 

-and mingles.a Beam of thy Divine Excel- 
Jence with an extraction of the Devils fur- 

-nifhing, making a man fo much the worfe 
by how much he is wifer than others. I al- 
ways thought that Wifdom,, which in a 
Trades-man, and in a Politician was mingled 
with Deceit, Falfity, and Injuftice, deferved 
ne : the 
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. _ the fame name, only the latter is fo much» 
‘the worfe, becaufe it was of the more pub- 
lick and general concernment ; yet becaufe I 
have often obferved great Employments, ef- 
pecially in publick Affairs, are oftentimes 
under great temptations of mingling too 
much craft with prudence, and then to mif- 
callit Policy , [have,as much as may be, a- 
voided fuch temptations, and if [have met | 
with them, [have refolvedly rejected them. 

I have always obferved, that Honefty and - 
plain-dealing in tranfaétions , as well pub- | 
lick as private, is the beft and foundeft Pru- | 
dence and Policy , and commonly at the: 
long-run over-matcheth Craft and Subtil- 


ty ; for the Deceived and Deceiver are. 


thine, and thou art privy tothe Subtilty of 
the one, and theSimplicity of the other, and 
as thou, the great Moderator and obferver 
of men, doft difpenfe fuccefs and difappoint-- 
mentsaccordingly. 7 = 2 
As Humane Prudence is abufed, if min-. 
gled with Falfity and Deceit , though the, © 
end be never fo good, fo it is much more 
imbafed, if directed to abad End, to. the. 
difhonour of thy Name, the oppreffion of © 
thy People, the corrupting of thy Worhhip. 
or Truth , or to execute any injuftice, to-,. 
wardsany perfon. Ithath been my care, as 

/ not (to) errein the Manner, fo neither. in. 
: -_ Gg 3. _. End 
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End of the exercifing of my Prudence. J 
have ever efteemed my Prudence then beft 
employed, when it wasexercifed ia the pre- 
fervation and fupport ofthy Truth} ‘in the - 
upholding ‘of thy faithfal Minifters, in coun: 
térmiaing, difcovertng, and difappointing 
the defigns of evil and. treacherous men, in 
delivering the Oppfefled , in righting the 
Injured , 1n prevention of Wars and Dif, 
cords, in prelerving the Publick Peace and 
Tranquillity of the people where Tlive, in 
faithful advifing of my Prince, and in alt 
thofe Offices intcumbentupon me by thy | 
Providence, under every relation, “° ' * 
When my End was moft unqueftionably 
. good, lever then took moft heed that the - - 
Means were fuitable and juftifiable. 1.’ Be 
caufe the better the End was, the more ea- 
fily we are coufened into thie ufe of 11] Means. 
, to effect its we are too apt todifpenfe with 
our felves ih the practice of what is a'rhifs, iri 
order to the accomiplifhing of an End that is — 
good s we are apt, while with great inten- — 
10n of mind we gaze upon the End, not to 
Care what coutfe wetake , fo as we attain . 
it, andre apt to think that God will dif- 
penfe with, or at leaft over-look the mif- - 
carriage in our attempts, ifthe end be good. 
2. Becaufe many. times, if not moft times, 
thy’ Name and Honour do more fuffer by: 
= oe ee ee ee ‘attempting 
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attempting a°good End by bad. means, than. 
by attempting, both a bad End, and alfo by: 


bad means, for bad Ends are {uitable to bid: 
means, they are alike , andit doth ‘notim- - 
mediately, as fuch, concern: thy Honour, but: 
every thing that is Good, hath fomewhat of, 


' theein it, thy Name, andthy Nature, and. 
_ thy honour is written upon it ;. and’ the. 


blemith that is caft upon it, is in fome mea-. 
{ure caft upon thee , and the Evil, & Scandal, 
and infamy, and Uglinefs that is in .the: 
Means, iscaftupon the End, and doth dif-. 
parage and blemih it, and Confequently it. 
difhonours thee ; to Rob for. Burnt-offer- 


ings, and to Lye for God, is a greater dif. 
 fervice to thy ac , than to Rob for. 
va 


Rapin, ortoLye for advantage. =. 
_ Whenfoever my Prudence was fuccefsful,. 


_duely to attaina good End,I ever gave thy. 


Name the Glory, and that in fincerity.: I 

have known fome men ,; and -if aman will, 
obferve his own heart, he will find it there. 
alfo, unlefs it be ftrictly denied, that will, 


give God the Glory of the fuccefs of a good 


enterprize, but yet with.a kind of fecret 
invitation of fomewhat of praife for them- 


felves, their prudence; condud, and Wit 


dom,.and will be glad to hear of it, and 


- fecretly angry and difcontented if they mifs, 
it, and many times give God the Glory, 


Ge 4. "with | 
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with a kind of oftentation and vain Glory 


in doing fo: but E-4tiave given’ thee the Glo-. 
ry of it upon thé account of my very Judg- ' 


ment’, that is-due; and due only to thee. 
Tdo know that‘ that Prudence that I have , 


e - 


ae 


~ comes: from thee ; and I do know that it is 
thy: providential ordering ‘of ‘occutrences . 


that makes: prudential deliberations fliccefs-_ 
fol, -and mote -is-dtie unto thy ordering, | 
di poling, fisting , timeing, directing: of: all : 
in feering cafualties,thanthere isto that hu- | 
marie Counfel by which it-is aéted, or feems 
to be acted, the leaft whereof, if not mar- 
‘fhalled by. thy -hand, would have fhattered 
and: broken the..Gourifel to a- thoufand 
pieces :: Thou: giveft the advice by thy 
Wildom , and fecondeft it by thy Provi-. 


dence’; thou dealeft by us, -as we do by our © 


Children, when'we fet them to lift a heavy 


ftaff; ‘or a weight; and we.lift with them, - 


and we again are: too like thofe:Children. 
that think we -move the'weight, when we 


move not aprainofit. «.: : 
"13+, Concerning the gift of Elocution. | 


_ *+#Fhaye ever: ufed that gift with Humility, 
- hot thereby: feeking applaufe to‘my felf , or 
owning it;' becaufe Pride and Oftentation 
inthis gift: would "be fecret Idolatty. wa 
ae Laks. @ cae  — Selb 


, Baa me : See -¢ 
s oar - 


the Good Stemard, 457. 
._ felf, and facriledge to thee, robbingthee of 
‘thy Glory, and thérefore fignally vindicated 


inthe example. of Herod, Ad. 12. 


2. With Truth ; I ever ufed the advan: 


_ tage of my Elocution, neither to maintaina 


falihood, or to. abufe. credulity into a foolifh 
opinion or perfwafion. | | 


~ 32 With Integrity , 1 never ufed the ad- 


vantage. of £loquence er Rhetorick to de- 

ceive people, or to coufen them into any 
thing. My Heart always wentalong with 
‘my Tongue, and if I ufed intention of {peech 
upon any occafion, it was uponan intention. 
of conviction in my felf, of the truth, necef- 

fity, ufefulnefs, and fitnefs of what I fo per- _ 
fwaded. If my Judgement was doubtful 

or uncertain, fo was my Speech. I never 
ufed Elocution or fpecious Arguments to 
invite any tothat which in my own judge- 
ment I doubted, or’ doubted whether. it 
were. fit or feafonable, atl circumftances con-- 
fidered. I never ufed my Elocution to give’ 
credit to an ill caufe, to juftifie that which 
deferved blame ; to juftifie the Wicked, or 
to condemn the Righteous ; to: make any 


thing appear more f{pecious or enormous ~ 


than itdeferved. I neverthought that my 

Profeffion fhould either neceffitate 2 man 

_ to ufe his Eloquence by extenuations, or _ 
ageravations to make any thing worfe or | 
rr _— better - 
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better than it deferves, or could juftifiea — 
man in it: to proftitute my Elocution or” | 
Rhetonick in fuch a way, I ever held to be 
moft bafely mercenary, and that it was be- 
lew the worth of a man, much more ofa : 
Chriftian fo to do. When the cafe was | 
good, and fully fo appeared tome, I thoughr 
‘then was that feafon, that the ufe of that . 
_ ability wasmy duty, and that it wasgiven 
mefor fuch atime asthat, and I {pared not 
thebeft of my ability in fuch afeafon ,; and 
indeed Elocution or Rhetorick -is a dead — 
amdinfipid fpeech, unlefs it come from, and 
with a heart full of. the fenfe and conviction 
of what the tongue exprefleth, and then, 
and not-till then, Elocution hathitslife and — 
energy. Lefteemed thefe cafes beft defer-_ 
ving my Elocution ; and inthefeI was warm 
and earneft ; the fetting forth of thy Glo- 
ry; theafferting thy Truth, the detection © 
and conviction of Errors, the clearing of 
the Innocent, the aggravating of Sins, Op- 
.. preflions, and Deceits: and thoughI was . 
. careful that Idid not exceed the bounds of 
. -truth,or due moderation, yet I ever thought 
that thefe were the Seafons for which that 
Taleat was given me, and accordingly I im- 
ployed it. : oe 7 
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4. Fouching -my gy Mea Bodily Endow: 


‘ments of Health, Strength, and Beauty, 


x. Ingeneral. Tlooked upon my Body 
but as the Inftrument, the Hehiculums Anime, 
_ ‘and not fo’ much given for its own fake, as 


to be the Engine for the Exercife of my Soul, 
and a Cottage wherein it might inhabit and 


‘perfect it felt; and upon that reafon I was 
careful 'tokeep it. ufeful for that end, and 


that as on the one fide, by overmuch Seve- 
rity or Tyranny over it, I might not tire it, 


fo onthe other fide, by overmuch Pamper- | 
ing or Pleafing it, [might not make it unru- 


ly or mafterlefs, though I held the latter far 
more dangerous: for,. 


“2. Tconfidered and found that my Body 
_ ‘was the. harbour of the moft dangerous © 
temptations, and the receptacle of the moft 


dangerous Enemies tomy Soul; the great- 
eft, and moft intimate, and moft affiduous 


temptations for the moft part made their ap- - 


plications to my Body, and held correfpon- 


_ dence with the Lufts and Inclinations of my 


Flefh and Blood, the Wine, when it gave 


its colour in the Cup, and the pleafantnefs_ 


of it, Variety and Curiofity of Meats, beau- 
tiful and flefhly Allurements, coftly and ex- 


‘ceffive Apparel, Precedence and-Honour,. 
at CR ae ee ee Vedic 


— 


(460 The Account of’ 
Wealth and Power, the Purveyor of all _. 
Provifions convenient for the fufficing of 
fiefhly defires, oppertunities of Revenging 
fenfe of Injuries, Eafe, Idlenefs and Delica- 
cy; thefe and a thoufand more made their 
applications and addreffes to my fenfual and | 
corporal. Appetite ; the motions of .my 
Blood, the Conftitution or Complexion 
of my Body, the Luft and defires of my | 
-Flefy; or rather this. Luft reached and. 
- hunted after them, whereby my Body, 
which was given meto beinftrumental and 
fubfervient unto my Soul, was ready ftill to . 
caft off the yoak,.and fet up for it felf, and — 
proftitute that nobler Part tobe a Servant, — 
a Baud unto it , and bring her to that 
Servitude and Vaffallage, that all her wit, 
shall, activity, and power, was wholly taken 
up in contriving and making provifions for. 
the Flefh. I found that the Senfual and 
Beaftly part was ready ftill to thruft the 
Heavenly and Intellectual part out of her 
Throne, and to ufurp it, andto invert the 
very order of Nature it felf ,. fo that b 
_ the parts of my compofition were diforder- 
ed, and out of their place, and loft their 
ufe. My Body, which was given to ferve 
and obey, became the Emprefs, and com- 
.manded and corrupted my Soul, embafed - 
and enflaved it to Luft and diforder; and 
gt wo | my 
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may Soul, which was giventorule, became 
~ but the minifter and flave of my. Body, and. 
was tainted and emafculated by ,the empire 
and dominion of my Body, and the Lufts — 
and fteams of Concupifcence that did arife 
from it ; and I confidered that if the bufinefs 
 wasthus carried, my Happinefs mutt be on- 
ly inthis life: When Sicknefs, or Difeafes, . 
or Death fhould feize upon my Body, I had. 
an Immortal Soul that had loft her time 
wholly in this world; and not only fo, but 
‘was imbafed and putrified by thefe noy- 
fome Lufts, and that the very contagion 
of my Body was incorporated and difhufed 
— my Soul, and could carry nothing: 
with her but Immortality and Difappoint- 
ment, and Defilement, and confequently | 
could exped, to all Eternity, nathing but 
_ Vexation and Duffatisfaction, and everlaft- 
ing Confufion. Upon all thefe confide- 
, Yations, I refolved and practifed Severity; 
, over this unruly Beaft, brought my. Body 
into fubjection , refufed to gratifie her in- 
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temperate defires, denied them, kept them | 
in awe and under difcipline, and becaufe I 
found that my flefhly Lufts grew petulent, . 
imperious, aid unruly by variety, curiofity; 
and plenty of Meats, Drinks, and by Eafe 

| and. Idlenefs, I fubdued them by moderate 

_ Diet and Temperance, by hard Labour — 

| | ili- 
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Diligence, till I had reduced my Body to 
. that ftate and order that became it, that it © 


mighit be in Subjeétion, and not in. Domi- 


nion ; might ferve, and notrule. Idenied 


{atisfaction to an intemperate Appetite, 2 
wanton Eye, a vain With, aworldly De- 
fire. My Table was {paring to my felf, my 
Cloaths plain, my Retinue and Attendance 


but neceffary. I chafed away my Luft, 


with the Contemplations of the Prefence of 
God, the end of Chrift’s Sufferings, the cer- 
tainty, yet uncertainty of Death, the State 
- after Death ; and mingled all: my Enjoy- 
ments and Defires with thefe ferious and 
cleanfing confiderations ; and I perempto- 
' rily refufed to gratifie the cravings of an 
imiportunate, inordinate, fenfual Appetite ; 
and did refolutely lec them know; they 


fhould not, might not expect any better | 


dealing from me, arid miy practice wads ac: 


cordingly. 


ote, 1 found by evident Experitice, chat 


it isthe greateft difficulty that canbe, fora 
man ina good condition to-give himfelf 
- leave to think it may be otherwifé. There 
_. (is) a vatiity that accomtpanies Health, that 
we can {carce per{wade our felves that we 
- fhall ever be Sick or Die : we cannot put 
on another eftimate of out condition. thant 
— we do at prefent injoy ; efpecially if it be 
: = 3 _ pleafing 


® 
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pleafing anddelightful. To wean my. felf 
‘ from this impotency of Mind, although it 
| hath pleafed thee to give mea ftrong and 
| healthy Conftitution, yet I often put my. 
|  felf into the imagination and rae So of 
}  Sicknefs, thoughts of my Mortality abftradt- 
; ed my felf from my prefent ‘condition of 
|  lLife-and Health, and pre-apprehended Sick- 

ne{s, Difeafes,old Age, Infirmity and Death ; 
{ and by this means broke and {cattered my 
. confidence of long Life, continued Healths 
, and took upthoughts becoming a Sick, In- 
;. firm, or Dying man ; confidered how my 
, Accounts ftood, if God fhould pleafe to 
, call me away, how I could alienate my 
. mind from the World , what Patience 
had to bear. Pain and Weaknels, -and Sick- ' 
nefs, Inmy moft intire and firmeft Health; 
it was my care fo toorder my Life and Acti- 
oms, as if the next hour might defpoil me of | 
my Life and Health too; I did not, durft 
not allow my felf in any confiderate practice. 
— of any known fin, in procraftination of my 
- Repentance, in a toleration of Paflions, 
- upon a fuppofition of a continuance of Life, 
or of an unfhaken Health , but ftill caft witht 
_my felf, would I do thus were the firmnefs of 
my Health , or the thred of my Life to be. 
_ broken off the next hour ? my firm and 
ftrong Conftitution made me neither Proud 
- _ ee nor 
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nor Prefumptions, but thie frequent inter> _ 
pofitions of the thoughts of my change kept ° 
me Humble and Watchful. | 
4. In reference to my Health, I alwaies 
avoided thefe two extreams: 1. I never 
made it my Idol:I declined not the due im- 
ployment of my Body in the works of Cha- 
_ rity or Neceflitysor my ordinary Calling,out 
of a vain fear of injuring miy Health; tor I 
reckoned my Health given me in order to 
thefe imployments ; and as he is over-curi- 
ous that will not put omhis Cloaths.for fear 
of wearing them out, or ufe his Ax,in his 
egal imployment,for fear of hurting it; fo 
e gives but an ill account of a healthy body 
that durft not imploy it in an imployment 
_ proper for him; for fear of hurting his health. 
2. I never was vainly prodigal of it, bat care- 
fulin a due manner to preferve it; I would 
decline places of Infeétion, if Ihad no necef- 
fary Calling that brought meto them; un- 
‘neceflary Journeys, expofing my. Body gratis 
to unneceflary dangers, efpecially Intempe- 
-Tance in Eating or Drinking.) 6s | : 
5, I-efteemed Strength , and Beauty, and 
Comlinefs of Body thy Bleffing, .an invita- 
_ tion to Thankfulnefs ; I efteemed it to carry 
with it a fecret admonition to’ bear a pro- 
portionable Mind and Life to a comely or 
beautiful body; andI lookt upon a’ ier 
ce. _ . ‘fu 


j 


t 


he Good Steward. 465 


ful countenance, asa juft reprehenfion of a 
deformed, or ugly Life or difpofition, but I 


pever found in it matter of Pride or Vain 


Glory: 1. Becaufe it is thy Gift, and not my 


own Acquifition. 2. Bécaufea {mall matter 


quite {potles it ; a fall, oradifeafe {poiles the 
greateft ftrength ; a Humor in the face, a 


Rheum mthe eye, Palfie, or the Smiall-Pox, 


_ Tuines the greateft Beauty; or if none of 


fallibly over-take anddeftroy them, 


thefe happen, yet either old Age, or Death, 
turns all into Weaknefs, Deformity, or Rot- 
tennefs. I learn therefore in the Enjoy- 
ments of thefe Bleffings,to enjoy them with 
Humility and Thanktfulnefs, in the Lofs of 
them,to loofe them.with Patience and Con- 
tentednefs, for lacknowledg thy hand both . 
in the Gift and in the Lofs. I looked upon 
them as Flowers of the Spring, pleafing to 


the eye, but of fhort continuance ; the ca- 


fuality of an unruly Wind,. an unfeafonable 


Froft, a Worm or Flye might intercept their. - ree 
natural-courfe of continuance; but they,that 


é{caped beft an Auturnn or Winter, will: in- 


15. & oncerning my Wealth and temporal 


Sfabfifience. . | 


‘1. 1 efteemed thee acquifitions rather » 


‘ 
* 


the effects of thy Providence and Bleffing, — 
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than of my Power orInduftry , for if inftru- 
mentally my Induftry acquired them, yet ° 
that very Induftry is thy gift; it is thou | 
that giveft me power to get ‘wealth. Again, 
2. Though my Induftry and.Dexterity to 
et wealth, were never {fo great, yet a {mall 
anterpofition, either of thy Providence or 
‘Permiffion might foon difappoint and fru- 
ftrate all that Dexterity or Induftry, a 
Thief, or aStorm, or a Fire, ora Leak, or 
the difcompofure of the Times, or a prodigal. 
Wife or Son, oran unfaithful Servant, or a 
long Sicknefs, or a Misfortune in others — 
whom I truft, or a flaw in a Title, or a word 
~mif-interpreted, or a thoufand other..emer- 
os may in alittle {pace ruine the -pro- 
uct of many years labour and care. -When 
I have looked upon a Spiders framing his 
Web with a great deal of curiofity and care, _ 
and after his induftry of many days, the 
Maid with the-Broom, at one brufh, fpoils 
- all; or when I have feen a Republick of | 
- Pifmires with great circum{pection choofing 
the feat of their Refidence, and every one 
carrying his Egg and -Provifions to their 
common Store-houfe, and the Boy witha 
ftick ftirring it all abroad, or a Hen or Par- 
tridge fcattering it all afunder, fo that ina 
~ little moment, all the labour of thofe poor 
wnnocent Creatures is difappointed, It — 
cae 4 | . eften 
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: often put me in mind,how eafily and fudden- 
ly the collections of many years may be dif- 


fipated, and the Experience of thefe latter 


times gives fad and plentiful inftances of it. 


3. But if none of allthefe vifible emergen- 


cies happen, yet it is moft plain, that with- 


out thy fecret Bleffing upon honeft and 
commendable induftry, it proves unfuccefs- 
fultothatend. I have known in my own 
obfervations often times twomen equally 


- Induftrious, Sober , Watchful of opportu- 


nities, Sparing, yet one gets upin the world, 


'. the other goes backwards ; dnd ‘neither 


they nor could cage attribute it to any 
other caufe but this, thou didft blefs the la- 
bour of the one, and blow upon the labour 
of the other. And upon all thefe confide- 


- rations I learried in the midft of all my afflu- 


ence not to facrificeto my own Net, norto | 
fay in my heart, My Might, and the power of 
my hands have gotten me this wealth, but 
I did remember the Lord my God, for it is 
he that gave me Power to get Wealth, Dest. 
8.17. — ee 

- I did not meafure thy Favour to me, 
or the Goodnefs or Safety of my own con- 


. dition by my Wealth and. Plenty, for I 


found that thofe Externals were either in- 
differently difpenfed to the Good and Bad, 


or if there were rt Naps the advantage of 


2 Exter- ; 
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Extérnals feemed to be to thofe, whofe por- 
tion we might probably conjecture was only 
inthis life. My.Wealth and Plenty there- 
fore rather made me the more jealous of my 
condition, tham fecure init: It made me 
fearch and examine my conditionthe more 
ftrictly and carefully, and when upon the 
refult,I found my Sincerity and Uprightnefs 
of Heart, though I with all thankfulnefsac- . 
knowledg thy Goodnefs in giving me Exter- 
nals, yet [ often beg’d of thee that my por- 
tion might not be 1n this life only; that as. 
thou gaveft me Wealth, fo thou wouldeft 
give and increafe thy Grace in my heart, 
that though I could with the continuance of 
any External advantages as an opportuaity 
to do the more good, yet if it were incon- 
fiftent with my everlafting Intereft , my 


great expectation in the life to come, Ifhould 


¢hoofe to be without the former rather than 
lofe the latter; and I made it my choice 
rather to be poor here, and rich inthe life 
‘to come, than to be rich here, and loft inthe 
life to come. | a. 
3. And upon the fame confideration, I 
judged my felf never the better Man, nor the 
etter-Chriftian, for having muchof thefe 
worldly advantages. I looked upon them 
as. External and ‘Adventitious advantages 
that had no ingredience at all into my Soul, 
ea . = ae _ unlefs 
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unlefs poffibly forthe worfe. I founda man. 


might be Rich or Honourable, in refpect. of 
his Birth or place, and yet a-Fool, a Glut- 


ton , Luxurious, Vain, Imperious, Covetous, 


Proud, and inall probability the more. ob. 
noxious to thefe diftempers by his wealth 
or greatnefs: onthe other fide,a man might 
be Poor and’ Wife, and Learned, Sober , 

Humble, and poffibly his Poverty might 3 in 


: relerence. to thefe Virtuous Habits be an ad- | 


vantage. My Riches and Honour therefore 
never made me fet one grain of value. the 
more upon my felf, thanifI had been with- 
out them. I efteemed it as an Inftrument, 
that being put into a Wife, Prudent, Faith- 
ful,-andLiberal hand, might be of ule , but | 
gave no more value to that inherent worth 
of the man, than the Ax or the Saw gives | 
skilltothe Carpenter. 

- 4. I efteemed all the Wealth and Honour 
that I Had, but intrufted to me by the Great 


Mafter of the world; a Talent which thou _ 


committeft to me as thy Steward, and upoi 
account, and this confideration cauféd me 
to Judge and Efteem of my Wealth, ‘and 
difpenfe the fame quite in another way,than 
is veg done. 

» I did not efteem my felf the Richer at 


all Su my multitude of Riches, I efteemed _ 


no more given me than what was ima rea 
h 3 —— Sonable- 
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_ fonable manner proportionable tomy Necef- 
fities, to my Charge and Dependance, and to 
_ theStation I'had in the world ; allthereftl 
looked upon as none of mine,but my Matters; 
it wastather my ‘burthen than my poffel- _ 
fion, the more Ihad,the more was my Care, 
and the greater the Charge that I had under 
my hands, and the more was my Solicitude © 
to bea Faithful Steward of it, to the Honour 
and Ufe of my Mafter ; but my part wasthe © 
leaft that was in it: Indeed I rejoyced in 
this, that my Mafter efteemed me Wile and 
Faithful, committing the Difpenfation there- 
of to my Tiuft ; but J thought it no ‘more 
mine, than the Lords Baily, or the Merchants 
ee his MaftersRents or Mo- 
ney is. °° ae SS : oe ‘ Be 7 
- 2, And therefore thought it would be 
a breach of my Truft to confume or im- 
bezil that wealth in Exceffive Superiluities 
_ of Meat, Drink,or Apparel, or in advancing 
my felf, or my pofterity to a mafly or huge 
_Acquet.. s 
-- 3. But Limployed that over-plusin fup- 
port of the Miniftry, in Relief-of the Poor, 
. 1 Redemption of Captives, in placing Chil- 
dren to School and Apprentice , in ferting 
the ‘Poof on work; and ‘with {ubmiffion 
to thy ‘Wifdom, I thought ‘that this lattet 
was an equal; if not a greater Charity = 
Avaow aw cot as 8 eet we “ae. the 
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the incouragement of idle or diffolute per- 
fens by liberal fupplies, becaufe it kept them 
in their Way that thy Wifdom and Provi- . 
dence hath defigned for the Children of 
men. 

4. And in thofe Imployments of Men in 


_ their LaboursI ftill held this courfe: 1. To 


allow them competent Wages. 2. That the 
greateft expence fhould be rather in the La- 
bour than in the’ Materials. 3. That the 
nature of the work fhould be fuchas might 
bring me inareturn of Profit, rather than of. 
Curiofity, .becaufe the Proceed might be a 
Stock for farther Charity or Publique Ad- 
vantage. But rather than the Poor fhould 
want imployment and {ubfiftence, I thought. 
it allowable to imploy them in fuch La- 
bours as might yield them a lawful profit, 
though it’yielded Me only a lawful Con- 
tentment , as in Building, Planting, and the 
like honeft, though not altogether profira- 
ble imployments, inall which,my principal | 
Defign was the {upport of others, and my 
Own contentation was only a concomitant 


of it; and I thought fuch an unprofitable | 


Contentment lawfully acquired, when it 
was attained by the honeft Labour and con- 
venient Profit of thofe that I Imployed. - 


5. And by this confideration, I kept my 


heart from making my Wealth, either my 
| Hh 4 ~ Con- 
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Confidence or my Treafures,; I kept a leafe 
affection towards it, if Ihadit, lefteemed it 
as thy depoptam, an increafe of my. account 
and care; if Iloft it, without my own folly — 
or fault, looked upon that lofs as.a difcharge . 
of fo much of my accounts and charge, [had 
thelefstoanfwerfor, © i °°: a 
5. I efteemed my Wealth, .1. As Uncer. 
tain to continue with me, for jt hath ‘its | 
wings, and might take its fight when. f lic- 
tle thought of it. 2. Asthat which I muft. 
leave when I dye. 3. As not uleful: after 
death forany purpofe whatfoever unto me.’ 
_ 4. As that which makes me obnoxious to’ 
Envy and Rapine, while I live. 5. As Un- 
~ ufeful at all, but when it is going away, viz. 
-inthe Expenceof it. . 6. Asa great tempta- 
_ tion to Pride, Vanity, Infolence and Luxury. 
And upon all thefeand many more‘confide- 
rations, I ever thought it too low to fet my 
Heart upon it, and too weak to place any: 
_ Confidence in it. When I had it therefore, 
I received itthankfully, ufed it foberly and 
faithfully ; when Loft it, [loft it Patiently 
_andContentedly.{ = sit 
~- 6. In as seach as my wealth cx fpecte,mutt 
be (left) when I'dye, and I could ‘not poffi- 
bly carry that luggage into the other world, 
and if I could, it would not be of ufe there, 
_Tendeavoured fo. to order and husband it, 
f 5 Se. ae xe | that 
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» that I might receive it, though notin kind,? 

: yet by way of exchange after death; and. 

:  becaufe Ifound in thy Word, that be that- 

| giveth to the Poor, lewdeth to the Lord, and: 

1 he that giveth to a Prophet but a.cup of cold 
i water.ia .the name of a Prophet, fhould ree 
ceive a Prophets rewards: [I have taken 

:  that'courfe ‘fo:to. difpofe.this unrighteous 
; ' Mammon here, that might make the God 

; Of Heaven my Debtor, not: by Merit, but: 

s by-Promife, and fo I have made over that: 

r  great-wealth,that thou didft fend me, unto’ 

s  theorher world. and blefled be thy conde-: 
;  Icention,tothy Creatures, that when thou: 
}  makeft us thy ‘debtors and .Accountants * 
»  urthis world ,. by}thy Talents of all kinds 

¢ that thou delivereft us, thou. art pleated 
s upon the Performance of our Duty in that 

;  ‘Fruft, to make thy felf:a Debtor to thy; 

5 Creature by a-Promife ofan everlafting: 
g Rewards fi 0 ety 
;  16.. Touching my Eminence of Place or Power: 
7 _ iB this IV orld, this is Wy. Acchmpt. ae 


‘'r. [never fouglit or defired:it, and that 
. , upon thefe reafons: 1. Becanfe Teafily faw 
: that it was rather a Burthen:than a Privi- 
| ledge; it:made my Charge and ‘my Ac- 
compts the greater, my Co.Jtentment = - 
a. a | p 
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Reft the lefs ; [found enough init, to make  - 


me decline it in refpect of my felf, but not 
_ any. thing that could invite me to feek or 
defire it... 2.. That External Glory and 
Splendor ‘shat-attended it , I efteemed as 
Vain and Frivolous in it felf , a bait toal- 
lure Vain and Inconfiderate perfons, to af- 
fect and delight , not valuable enough to 
invite a Confiderate Judgment to defire or 
undertake it. Lefteemed them as the Gilt 
that covers a bitter Pill , and I looked 
through this drefs and outfide, and eafily 
faw x it covered a State obnoxious to 
danger, Solicitude, Care, Trouble, Envy, 
Difcontent, Unquietnefs, Temptation and 
Vexation. I efteemed (it ) a condition, 


which if there were any diftemper abroad, 
they would imfallibly be Hunting and 


pufhing at it, and if it found any corrup- 
tions within, either of Pride, Vain Glory, 


Tnfolence, Vindictivenefs, or the like , it | 
“would be fure to draw them out and fet — 


them to work, which if they prevailed, it 
made my Power and Greatnefs not only my 


. . Burthen, but my Sin; ifthey prevailed not, 


* yet it required a moft Watchful Affiduous, 


and Severe Vigilant Labour and Induftry 
> to fupprefs them. Se 


2. WhenZ Undertook any Place of Power 
or Eminence , firft I looked ta ce J 
a 2 ..  there- 


ON 
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thereunto, to be fuch as Imight difcernto _ 
be thy Call,not my ownAmbition. 2. That 
the Place were fuch as might be aniwered | 
by fuitable- Abilities in fome meature to 
perform. 3. That my End in it Might not 
be the fatisfa@tion of any Pride, Ambition, 
or Vanity inmy felf, ‘but to ferve thy Pro- 
vidence and my Generation honeftly and 
faithfully. In all which, my undertaking 


was not an act of my Choice, but of my ~ 
‘Duty. ae 7? t | 
3. In the Holding or Exercifing of thefe 


Places, 1. kept my heart humble, I valued 


~ not my felfone rufhthe more for it. 1. Be- 


caufe I eafily found that that bafe affection 


~ of Pride, which commonly ‘is the Fly that 
haunts fuch Imployments, would render me 


difhonourable to thy Majefty, and differ- — | 
viceable in the imployment. 2. Becaufe I 
eafily faw Great Places were Slippery Pla- 


_ces, the mark of Envy. It wastheretore al- 


ways my care fo te behave my felf in it, as 
Tmight be in a'capacity to leave it, and fo 
to leave it, as that when I had left it , J 
might have no {cars or blemithes ftick upon 
me. I carried therefore the fame evennefs 
of temper inthe holding it as might become _ 
me ifI were without it. 3. [found enough 

in Great Imployments, to make me fenfible 
of the Danger, Troubles, and Cares of it ,. - 
cas re >" enough 
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enough to make me humble, but not enough 
- tomakemeProud and Haughty, =. 


. 4. [never made ufe of my Power or Great- _ 


_mefsto ferve my own Turns, either to heap 
up Riches , or to Opprefs my Neighbour , 


or to Revenge Injuries, or to Uphold og 


bolfter out Injuftice , for. though others 
thought me Great, I knew my felf to be 
ffill the fame, and in all things, befides the 
due execution of my place, my deportment 


was jult the fame, as if Thad been no fuch - 
man ; for firft.I knew that I was but.thy : 


. Steward and Minifter, and placed there ta 


ferve thee and thofe Ends which thou pro- - 


- pofedft in my preferment , and not to ferve 
my felf, much lefs my Pafftons or Corrup- 
tions, And further, I very well and practi- 
cally knew, that Place, and Honour, and 
Preferment-; are things Extrinfecal, and 


have no ingredience into the Man: his. va- 
lue and eftimate before, and under, and after 
his Greatnels, .is {till the fame in it felf,-as 
the Counter that. now ftands for a penny, | 


anon for fix-pence, anon for twelve-pence, 


is {till the. fame Counter, though his place. - 


and extrinfecal denomination be changed. 


* 5, Timproved the opportunity of my. 
_ Place, Eminence , -and ‘Grgatnels to ferve. 


- 'Theeand my Country in it#:withall Vigi- 
lance, Diligence and Fidelity; I protected , 


cQull- | 
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- countenanced, and incouraged thy Wor- 


fhip, Name, Day, People. 1 did faithfully 


_ . Execute Juttice according to that Station [ 
' had , I Refcued the Oppreficd from the 


Cruelty, Malice, arid Infolence of their Op- 
preflors; I cleared the Innocent from un- 
juft Calumnies and Reproaches; I was in- 
{trumental to place thole in Offices, Places, 
and imployments of truft and confequence, 
that were honeft and faithful. I removed 
thofe that weré Difhoneft, Irreligious, Falfe, 


or Unjuft ; I did difcountenance, and as 


they juftly fell under, the verge of the Law, 
I punifhed Prophane, Turbulent, Atheifti- 


call, Licentious perfons: My Greatnefs wasa 


fhelter to Vertue and Goodnefs, and a ter- 
ror to Vice and Irreligion ; I interpofed to 


- cool the ferocity and violence of others a- 
gainft good men, upon miftake or flight, 
-and inconfiderable differences : In fum, 


I fo ufed my Place and Greatnefs, and fo | 
carried my felf in all things, as if all the 


. while I had feen Thee the great Mafter of 


all the Families in Heaven and Earth ftand- 


ing by me.. Toften confulted my Inftructi- | 


_ ons, thy written Word, and. the impartial 
~ Anfwers of my Confcience; and I ftrictly 


? 


ty and pérplex®y of emergencies ,I did in 


purfued it; and when F found my felf at 
any time at a lofs,. by reafon of the difficul- 


an 
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anefpecial manner apply my felfunto Thee _ 


for advice and Direétion: 


17 Le ouching my Reputation and Credit. | 


1. I never affected the Reputation of be- | 


- ing Rich, Great, Crafty, Politick, but I 
efteemed much a deferved réputation -of 
‘ Juftice, Honefty, Integrity ; Virtue and 


Piety. . 


a. I never thought that Reputation was’ 


the thing primarily. to be looked after ir 
the exercifeof Vertue, for that were to ef- 
feét the fubftance for the fake of thé tha- 
dow , which had beena kind oflevity and 
impotence of mind; but I looked at Vertue 


_. sandthe Worth of it, as that which was the 


firft defirable, and Reputation as a hand- 
~ fome and ufeful acceffion to it. 


7 i The Reputation of Juftice and Ho-. 


I was always careful to keep untainted 
_~ upon thefe grounds: 1.Becaufe a blemith in 

_my Reputation would be difhonourable to 
thee. 2. It would be an abufe of a Talent 
which thou hadft committed to me. 3. It 
would be a weakening of an Inftrument 
which thou haft put into my hands, upon 
_the ftrength whereof, much good might 
bedonebyme. i 

4. I found boph in my felf and others a 


_Good — 


‘. 
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Good Reputation had thefe.two Great Ag? | 


vantages in it: 1. In refpeét of the party. - 
thathadit, it wasahandiome Incentive > 
Vertue , and did ftrengthen the Vigilance © 
and Care of them that had it, to preferve it. 


_ Thereisa certain honeft worth and delight — 


in it, that adds fomewhat to the Care and 
jealoufie of good minds not rafhly to lofe 
it. The Value and Worth of Vertue, 


: though it far exceeds the value of that Re- 


putation that arifeth from it, yet it is more 
Platonick and Spiritual, and hath not al- 
ways that impreffion upon us, as the fenfe 
of our Reputation hath , and I always 
looked upon it as no {mall evidence of thy — 
Wifdom in Governing of Men, in adding a 
kind of external Splendor and Glory te 


_» Goodnefs and Vertue, which might be, and 


is a meansto preferve the other as the Shell 
or Husk to preferve a Kernel. 2. In re- 


- fpea of others, becaufe it is both an Allure-- 
_ ment to the practice of that Vertue which 


it attends , and alfo gives a man a fairer 
Opportunity and Strength to exercife any 
Worthy or Good actions. for the Good of 
others. A man of a deferved Reputation 
hath often-times an opportunity to do 
that good which another wants, and so 


practice it with more fecurity and fuccefs, _ 


= 5. Thefe 


474. “TheAccountof, 
, 5. Thele Zemptations. I always fourid 
attending s fair Reputation, and J fill watch- 
ed and declined them as Pefts and Cankers, 
x. Pride and Vain-glory ; I efteemed this a6 
that which would {poil and deface not.only 
miy Soul, but even that very Reputation 
which I had acquired. There is nothing 
fooner undoes. Reputation, than the Pride 
and. Vain-glory that a man takes in it. 
2. Idlenefs and Remifnefs, when a man be- 
gins to think that he hath furcha ftock there- 
of, that he may now fit ftill, and with the 
Rich man.in the Gofpel, pleafe himfelf that 
he hath enough Jaid up for many years, and 
- therefore he at once ftarves both his Good- , 
nefs and Reputation. -3. A daring to ad- 
venture upon fome very ill aétion, upona 
fecret and deceitful confidence in his Repu- 
tation, thinking now he hath acquired fuch 
a ftock of Reputation, that he may with fe- 
recy and fafety,; and fuccefs, adventure up- 
on any thing, in confidence that his Repu--: 
‘tation will bear him-out. 4. A man of 
great Reputation fhall be fure by thofe in 
_ power, to be put upon actions that may 
derve Turns , thisisthe Devils Skill; for if 
he carry it out upon the ftrength of his Re-- 
putation, the Devil makes the very refult of 
Vertue and Worth the inftrument of In- 
juftice and Villany , but if he mifcarry, the 
. _s. = Devil 
\ 
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the Good Steward. “pais 
Devil hath got his end uporhim, in thar'he 
tiath blafted iim; and woutided-thy Horatir 
which fuffers in his’ dif-reputation: _5.°A 
great Reputation, and the fenfe-of' ir, und 
Sli ht in, it is apt to Li: maf upon -any- 
Shifts, though never to nahanidforeto fis 
port it. 6. Itmakes a man often-times over- 


-‘timeérous in doing that which is Good and 


Juft, left he fhould fuffer in his Repytation 


_ with fome party, whofe ¢oncernment may - 
_fyein it. 7. It is apt to make a mati‘ itt 


patient of afy the leaft- blemith that may 
be caufelefly caft upon hi, ‘and to fink un- 
der it. A man ofa gréat Reputation, and. 
(who) fets his heart upon it, is defperately 


‘ 


Therefore, ~ 


fenfible of any thing that'may wound it. 


. 
* 


6. Though I have loved ‘ity Repaitation, 


and have been vigilant’ rot to lofé or. im- 
pair it by my: own default or negleét, ‘yet 
I have looked upon it as a brittle thing,.a 


f §©6thing that the Devil aims to hit in a fpecial 
"manner, a thing that ts much in the power 
_ of a,falfe report, a miftake,a mif-appre- 


henfion to wound and hurt; notwithftand- 

ing all my care, Iam at the mercy of others, 

without Geéd’s wonderful over-ruling. Pro- 

vidence. And asmy Reputation is the E- 

fteerh that others have of me; fo that Efteem, 

may be blemithed a i my default. I 
| ' ; | 


have 


a7 
y 
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‘to fet my heart upon my Reputation. I will - 
jie all Fidelity and Honefty, and take care 

it fhall not be loft -by any default of mine; 

‘and if notwithftanding all this, my Reputa- 
tion he foiled by-evil, or envious Menor An- 
ore I will patiently bear it, and content m 

elf with. thie: Serenity of my own Confci- 


havetherefore always taken this Care, not 


ence, Hic murus ahenins efto. ae 
7. When thy Honour, or the Good of my 
Country was cancerned, [then thought it | 
” was 4 {eafonable time to lay out my Reputa- | 
tion-for the advantage of either, and to act 
“it, and by, and upon it, to the higheft, in the 
wife of all lawful Means, and-upon fuch an 
occafion the Counfel of Mordecai to Hefther 
was my encouragement, Heffher'5.. Who | 
knoweth whether God hath given thee this 
Reputation and, éfteem for fuch a time as 


, 


t 
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CHILDREN. 


_ Children; 


i |W 7Hen I laft Lodged inthis place, in 
3 \ Ny my Journey up to London, I fent 
. you from hence divers Juffructions - 


¢oncerning your Speech, and how you fhould 
mariage it, and required you to take, Co- 
pies of it, and to dire¢t your practice ac- 
cording to it. I forgot to inquite of you, — 
whether you had taken Copies of it, but I 
hope you have ; and I do again require you, 
to be careful in obferving thofe and my for- 
mer Directions given to you, fome in Wri-: 
ting, and many more by Word of mouth... [ 

. - have been careful that my Zxample rp a 
be a vifible direction to you; but if tha¢ 

| fia hath 
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hath been defective, or not fo fulland clear _ 
a pattern of your imitation, éfpecially in re- 
{pect of my different condition from yours , 
yet Iam certain that thofe rules and direéti- 
ons, which I have at feveral times given you, 
both in Writing and by. Word of mouth, . 
have been fourid, and wholefome,, and:fea- 
fonable: and therefore I do expect that_you 
fhould remember and practife them: and 
though your young years cannot yet per- 
chance fee the reafon or ufe of them, yetaf- 
-fure your felves, time and experience will 
make you know the benefit of them. In 
Advice given to young people, it fares with 
them as it doth with young Children that 
are taught to Read, or young School-Boys 
that learn thetr Grammar rules; they learn 
their Letters, and then they learn to fpella 
_ Syllable, and then they learn to put toge- 
ther feveral Syllables to make up a word; 
or they learn fo decline a Noun, or to form 
a Verb. and all this while, : they underftand 
not to what end all this trouble is, nor what 
it means.’ But. when they come to be able 
to read Engfith, or to make a piece of La- - 
tine, ot to conftrue a Latine Author, then’ 
they find ‘all’ thefe ‘Rudiments were very - 
heceflary; and togood purpofe, for by this 
_ means they come to underftand what others 

have written,! and'to know what they knew 
te os and 
\4 
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and wrote, and thereby improve their 
own knowledg and underftanding. Juft 
fo-it is with young people, in refpect of 
Counfel and Inftruction: when,the Father, 
or the Minifter, or fome,wife and under- 
{tanding man doth fometimes. admonith, 
fometimes chide and reprove, fometimes 
inftru@, they-.are apt to wonder, why fo 
much ado, and what they mean, and it is 


 troublefome and tedious, and feems imper- 


tinent, and they are ready to fay. within 


themfelves, that the time were better {pent 


in Riding, or Hunting, or Merriment, or 
Gaming, but when they come to riper years, 
then they begin to find that thofe Inftruci- 
ons of the Ancient, are of excellent ufe to 


_ manage the Converfation, and to direét'the 


Actions, and to avoid Inconveniencies, and 
Mifchiefs, and Mifcarriages,. to which they 


- are fubject without the help of thefe Coun- 


fels. And therefore it hath ‘been my praétice 
to give you line wpon line, and precept up- 
on precept, to enable you to fteer and order 
your courfe of life through an evil anda 
dangerous world , and to require you to be 
frequent in reading the Scriptures with due 


_ obfervation and underftan ing, which will 


make you wile for this life, and 
tocome. 7 | Lo 
Tam now come well to 4. from whence I 
4 Ii3  —° “wrote 


that: which is 


a 


UP 
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.  * wrote toyou my former Inftrudtions, con- * 
cerning your Wordsand Speech; andInow _ 
intend to write fomething to you of another 
 fubjett, viz. your Obfervation of the Lord's 
Day, commonly-called Suaday ; and thisIdé 
forthefe Reafows, = 
1. Becaufe it hath pleafed God to caft my 
+ Jot fo,that I am to reft at this place upon that 
day, and the confideration therefore of that 
duty, is proper for me and foryou ; it is opus 
i 7 fwo, the work fit-and proper’ for 
theday, (2 fe0 tea 
ee Becaule { have by long and found £x- 
perience found, that the due Obfervance of — 
this Day, and of the Duties of it, have been 
of fingular comfort and advantage to me ; 
and J doubt not but it will prove fo to you. 
God ‘Almighty is the Lord of our time, and 
lends it tous;‘and as.it isbut juft we fhould 
confecrate ‘this part of that time tohim; {fo 
| Thave found by.a Serié& and Diligent Obfer- 
vation,that a due Obfervation of the Duty of. 
this Day, hath ever had joyned to it, a Blef- 
| fing upon the reft of my time, andthe Week 
_ that hath been fo begun, hath been bleffed 
and profperous to me ; and:on the other fide, 
when I have been negligent of the duties of. 
this Day, the reft of the Week hath been 
_ unfuccefsful: and unhappy to my own fecu- 
| far imployments ; fo that I could eafily make 
ee ae Cie e es a fe an 


‘ 
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an eftimate of my fucceffes in my own fecu- 
lar imployments the week’ following, by — 
the manner of my pafling of this Day : anc 
this Ido not write lightly or tnconfiderate- 
ly; but upon a long and found obfervation — 
andexperience ge 
3. Becaufe I find in the world much Zoo0/- 


— wefs and Apoftney from this Duty. People 


begin to be cold and carelefs in it, allowing 
themfelves Sports and Recreations, and fe; 
cular imployments in it, without any ne= | 


-_ceflity, which is a fad sip en and‘anill pre- 


fage. It concerns. me therefore (that am 
your Father) as much as [ may, to relene 
you from that fin which ‘the examples of 


others, and the inclination, and ingonfide~ 
— ratenefs of Youth is otherwife apt to lead 
- you into. wt ee ne eee 


I fhall therefore fes dowit unto you parti- 
cularly (and not in generals: only) thefe 
things, 1. What isthe Reafon and Ground 
of your Obfervation of this Day. . +. What 
things ought not to be done upon this Day; 


which poffibly may be Lawful upon another .. 


Day. 3. What things may be done upon 

thisDay. 4. ‘Wat things are either fit or 

neceffary to be done in order to the Sanétifiz | 

cationofthisDay, 
- Touching the firft of thele, viz. the Rea: 


_ . fon of the. Obfervation and Sanitification of 


“gn 


li4  - this 
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thes Day, andthe Reafons are thefe. * 
Te. [tis « Aforal Duty, that fince the Glo- 
rigs God gives me my time, I fhould conte- 
crate and fet apart fome portion of that 
fime in a {pecial manner to his Service. | 
_ 2. And becaufe the’ Glorious God beft 
knows, what portion of time is fit to bé pe- 
culiarly dedicated to his Service, that fo the 
| Morality of that time might be determined 
unto. fome certainty, -he hath, by his exprefs 
_ Precept given to -his. Ancient people the 
ews, limited one day of [even to be that {pe- 
cial portion of time which he would have 


peculiarly dedjqated to his Service, and fo 
t9 include, and .,. into it the morality of that 
CUEY i | | 


f 


3. This feventh portion of time,under the 
ol 


| py Slo the Lord refted from 
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Spirit to the Apoftles and Primitive 
_ Church, hath tranflated the ebfervation of 
the Seventh day of the week to the Firft _ 
day of the week, which is our Chriftian 
Sabbath , that as our Chriftian Baptifm 
~ fucceeds the Sacrament of Circumcifion, and 
as our Chriftian Pafca, inthe Sacrament of 
the Eucharift, fucceeded the Jewith Paffeo- 
ver, fo our Chriftian Sabbath, the Furft day 
of the week, fucceeds the Sabbath of the Se- 
yenth day of the week ; and that morality, 
which was by Almighty God, under that 
‘Covenant confined to the Seventh day, is | 
‘by the example of Chrift and his Apoltles: 
. _ tous Gentiles, transferred to the Firft day 
of the week, and that which would have 
been morally a-violation of the morality of 
the fourth Command under the Jewith | 
Sabbath, js a violation of the morality of 
the fame fourth Command, if done upon 
the Chriftian Sabbath, though the ftridtnefs 
and feverity injoyned to the Jews, be not 
. altogether the famethat is now required of — 
Chriftians. And thus you have the Rea- 
fon of the Obligation upon us Chriftians,to 
oblerve the Firft day of the week, becaufe 
by more than a Humane Inftitution , the 
morality of the Fourth Command ‘is trans- 
ferred to the Firft.day of the week, bein 
our Chriftian Sabbath ; and fo the Fourt 
a — Com- . 


fh 
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‘Commandment is not abrogated, but only 
the day changed, and the morality of that 
Command only tranflated, not adnulled. _ 

2. Concerning the Second. It is certain that 
what sx Unlawful to be done upon another 

day, is much more unlawful upon this, as 

' Excefs and intemperance, ahd the like finful 
and unlawful actions. But further, there 
are marry things that may be lawfully done 
upon another day , whitch may not law- 
fully be done ‘upon this ; and many 
things that are not only lawful upon ano- 
ther day, but alfo fit and decent, which are 
yet unfit to bedone upon this day. Upon 
‘other days we may and muft imploy our 
felves in our fecular and ordinary callings ; 
we may ufe bodily Exercifes and Recreati- 
_ ‘ons, as Bowling, Shooting, Hunting, and 
' divers other’ Recreations , we may ftudy 
humane Learning. But I hold thefe to be 
not only unfit but unlawfut to be ufed up- 
on this day , and therefore remember it. 
Moderate walking may thus farbe ufed, fo 
‘far only, as it enableth to the more chearful 
and lively performance of the duties of this 
day , and therefore I allow you to walk 
‘foberly about half an hour after Dinner, to 
-digeft your Meat, that you be not drowfie , 
nor indifpofed in the Religious duties of 
the day. Merry, but harmlefs talking, or 
| | . talking 


.Y 
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talking about fports or Worldly bufinefs;' 
may be ufedanother day, but not upon this.. 


Feaftings may befometimes feafonably ufed 


upon other days, but are not fit upon this 
day. Let only fuch provifions be made up- 
on this day, as may be neceffary for the 
feeding of the Family, and the Poor: and 
therefore I hold that Curiofities, baking of 
Meats, and {uperfluous provifions upon this 
day are to be avoided, as being an unnecef- 
fary breaking of the reft of this day, and un- 
befeeming the folemnity of it. | 

3. What things may be done this day, is a 
queftion” of a great Latitude , becaufe Cir- — 
cumftances are many, that do much diver- | 
fify the actions of men, and many times ren- 


- der then lawful or unlawful, according to 


thofe varieties of Circumftances. There- 
fore I fhall fhortly fet down thofe things 
that do not ‘of themfelves diretly tend to 
the San@ification of this day, ‘that yet may, 

and fometimes muft be done upon this day. | 


_For there were many things that were ftrict- 


ly enjoyned to the Jews in their obferva- 


~ tion of their Sabbath, which were Ceremo- 


nial, and concerned only that State, and do 


not oblige under the Gofpel , as their 
' dreffing of Meat upon this day was prohi- 
bited to them, but not to us ; and many — 


more things they-did forbear and count 
: - a = un- 


? 
“ ( 
ro 


486 Direttions for keeping. : 


unlawful, which in truth were not only not 
- forbidden, but injoyned and commanded , 
for which our Lord reproves the 
Pharifees, who counted it a breach 
of the Sabbath tc heal the Sick, or to pluck 
the ears of Corn for the neceflary relief of 
Hunger. Therefore _ 
1. Morks of abfolute Neceffity for Man or 
Beaft_ may be done upon the Lords day. 
And thofe I call works of Neceffity, which 


Matth, 126 


cannot be done before the day, or after, | 


without apparent danger. As for inftance, 
{topping of the breach of a Sea-wall , fup- 
porting a Houfe, that upon a fudden tempeft 
or cafualty is ready to fall ; pulling out an 


Ox or other Beaft fallen intoa Ditch , Pre- | 


venting of a Trefpafs, that by afudden acci- 

dent may be occafioned to my Corn, or my 
Neighbours, Setting of a broken Bone ; 
Phyfick to removean incumbent or immi- 
nent difeafe or Pain, Milking of. Cowes, 
Feeding of Cattle, The neceflary dreffing 


of Meat for the Family, and many more in- 


ftances of that kind. But yet therein , 

- great warinels and integrity muft be uled, 

for otherwife men under pretence of necef- 

fity, will take the liberty to do what they 

' pleafe.. Therefore take thele Cautions can- 
cerning necelfity.- Ge he % oe 

1.. That it is not a Neceffiry that excufeth 
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a work upon thisday, which might have 


been reafonably fore-feen and done before 


the day: As for inftance, A man hatha ne- 
ceffity to drefs Meat for his Family, which 
he might have provided on the Saturday , 


_ and negleéts it , this neceffity will not jufti- 


fie him in fending two or three miles to buy 
Meat upon the Lords Day. 

2. That is nota Neceffity which may be 
forborn tobe done without any abfolute 
deftruction or lofs of the thing, until the 
Morrow. If a rick of Hay beon fire, I may 


‘endeavour to quench it on the Lord’s Day : 


but if my Corn be cut, and lying abroad 
upon the ground on the Saturday, though 


: the weather be rainy, or inclining to wet, I 


i. 


“=. may not. make it into Cocks, or fetch it 


home upon the Lord’s Day ; becaufe poffi- 
bly Almighty God may fend fair weather 
to morrow. And therefore in my forbea- 
rance I do two duties under one, viz. ob- 
ferve his Law, and relt upon his Provi- 
dence. \y*** Men make Neceffities many 


times to ferve their Eafe and Sloth & Fancy, © 


when intruth, there is none, but the bufi- 
ne{smay be deferred without danger. If 
we would be more Faithful in our Obedi- 


ence to God, we fhould find many pretend- 


ed Neceffities to vanifh into mere Imagina- 
trons. — | , 
3. Works 


ray 
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. 3- Works of Charity. Relief of the Poor ; 
Adminiftring Phyfick upon an apparent ne- 
ceflity ; Vifiting or comforting the Afflicted; 
Admonifhing the diforderly , Perfwading 
Peace between Neighbours offended, and 
endeavouring to compofe differences, which 
cen not.much examination, or cannot be. 
deferred without an apparent danger of 
greater mifchief. Thefe are not only per- 
mitted, but commendable, nay, command- 
ed. upon this.day. But if the bufinefs re- 
quire examination, or may be deferred till 
to morrow, then it is beft to defer fuch exa- 
minations & treaties between offended par- 
ties, till another day, becaufethey will take 
away too-much of the little pretious portion 
. of time.of this day;and may be as well done 
tomorrow.:---. | 
. 4 Asto the fourth, what is proper, fit, 
ot neceflary to be done’; .in arder to the 
Sanctification. of this day, ¥ will fet down 
particularly , for Generals feldom produce 
any great effect, becaufe every man is apt to 
~ conftrue thenr according to hitsown mind 
vandiiking,§ 
Vv. x. I would not have you meddle with 
any Recreations,Paftimes, or ordinary. work 
of your Calling 5 from Saturday-night at 
eight of the Clock, till AZo4day-morning. 
For though I am not apt to think that Sa |: 
| tar day. 


‘and Gofpel, and the Hymns and Cre 


uf 
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“eurday-night is part of the Chriftian . Sab- 


bath, yet it is ft chen to prepare the heart 


. for it. v 


2. Rife at leaft three hours before Morn. : 
ing Sermon , and when you have made 


your telf fully ready, and wafhed, and fitted 


your felf for the Solemnity of the day, Read 
twoChapters in the Bible, and then go fo- 
Jemnly toyour Private Prayer, and defire of 
‘God his Grace to enable you to San@ifie his 
Day ; and after your hpi Prayer, Read 
another Chapter, and let your Reading be 
with Attention, Obfervation, and Uncove- 
redon yourhead, oe 
3. When you are in the Publick WV orfpip 


and Service of God, be Uxcouered. all the 


while of Reading, Praying, or Preaching . 
and if the weather be too cold, wear a fat- 


4. Xneel upon your knees at Prayer. 


Stand up at the reading of-the Pfalms,. and 


the firft and fecond Leffon, and the Epiftle 
eds {0 

= fhall avoid offence , and give the fame 
onour to every part of the Holy Scripture : 
But ftand not up at reading of any Apocry- 
phal Book, ifany happento be read, 
5+ Sit at the’ Sermon, and be ver atten- 
tive at your Prayers, and in your earing. 
Icommend your Writing the Sermon, = 
oO | | clally 
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cially till you are one or two and twenty 
, years old, becaufe young minds are apt to 
wander, and writing the Sermon fixeth 
them, and makes them more attentive. 
6. When the Minifter readeth any of the 
Pfalms or Leffons, turntothem in your Bi- 
ble and go along with him, it will faften your 
attention, and prevent wandring thoughts. © 


7, Be-very Attentive and Serious at — 


Church , ufe no Laughing ; nor Gazing a- 
bout, nor whifpering , unlefS it be to ask 
thiofe by you fomething of the Sernton that 
_ you flipped in writing. — 


8. Sing the finging Pfalms with the reft 


of the Congregation. 


9. After Sermon, eat moderately at Din- 


ner, vather-{paringly than’ plentifully upon 
this day, that you may:be fit for the After- 
noons exercife, without drowfinels or dul- 
mfs, = e oe ns 

10. Walk halfan hour after Dizner in the 


Garden, to. digeft bre Meat , then go to 


your Chamber and perufe your Notes, or 


_ recollect what you remember of the Sermon, 


until it. be Church-time. eu 
"11s: If you are well, befure you. go to 


Charch Morning and Afternoon , and be. 


there before the Minifter begin, and ftay till 


he hath ended ; and ali. rhe while you are - 


at Church, carry your felf gravely, foberly, 
andreverently, = 


12. After — 
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493 After Evening Sermon,go up to your — 


Chamber, and read a ee in the Bible ; 
then examine what you have written; or 


recollect what you have heard; andif the . 


Sermon be not repeated in your Father's 
- Houfe, but be repeated in the Minifter’s 


Houle, go to the Minifter’s Houfe to the re- _ 


petitionofthe Sermon, 

13: Inall your {peeches or-actions of this 
day, \et there be no Lightnefs nor Vanity ; 
ufe no Running, or Leaping; or Playing, or 
Wreftling , ufe no Jefting, nor telling of 
a or foolith Stories,no talk about world. 

y bufinefs, but let your actions and {peech 
be fuch as the day is, ferious and facred, 
tending to learn or inftrudt in the great bu- 


finefs of — Knowledg of God, and his 


our own Dut 


Will, and: Y; hs Oh Ba, 

14. After Supper, and Prayers ended in 
my Family, every one of you going to Bed,, 
Kneel down upon your Knees, and defire of 
God his Pardon iboats you have dane 
amifs this Day, and his Bleffing upon what 
you have heard, and his acceptance of what 
you have endeavoured in hisService.. 
"15. Perform all this Chearfully and Up: 
rightly, and Honeftly,; and count it not 4 
burderi to you; for affure your felves you 


hall find a Blefling from God info doing, 
And remember it is your Father that tells 
_ oe Kk. you 
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you fo, and that loves you, and will not de- 
ceive you; and (which is more than that) 
‘remember -that the Eternal God hath pro- 
mifed, Z/4. 58. 13,14. /fthon turn thy foot 
fromthe Sabbath, from doing Thy ier A on 
My Holy Day ; and call the Sabbath a delight, 
the Holy of the: Lora, honourable ; and fhalt 
honour him, not doing thy own ways, nor find- 
sng thine own pleafure, nor {peaking thine own 
words ; then al hou delight thy felf in the 

| Lord, and [will caufe thee to ride uponthe high 
places of the Earth, and feed thee with the 1e- 
rétage of jac Ob thy.Father ; for the mouth of 
the Lord bath {pokenit. 

And thus I have written to you of the 
Obfervation of the Lord’s Day, wherein, 
though I have omitted: many things that 
might have been fit to be inferted, yet you 
muft confider that Ihad-but a fmall portion 

_ of timeallowed me to write whileI lay at 
anInn,and upon that day wherein! have | 
performed thofe duties which I now injoyn | 
you. Letthe Original be laid up fafely for 
your Brother &. and every of you take Co- 
pies of i¢, that you may thereby remember | 
thé Countels of ee 
fg — kour Loving Father. 

_ - Ofoter the 2oth © oo 
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— Lmight ty God, when.he had raisd the Chriftmas. 
: f \ Frame - 3 Day. 1653. 
Of Heaven and Earth, and furni{fbed the fame : 
MV ith works of equal wonder, framed then 
A piece of greater Excellence,calld Man : 
* Gave hint a comprehenfive Soul, that foar'd 
'  dbove the Creatures, and beheld their Lord so 
: Lafcrib'd himwith his Image, and did fill - 
Lhe compafs of his Intellect and Will, > 
| With Truth and Good , gave him the Cuftody 
Of his own Blifs and mmortality. | 
* Anh juftly now his Soversign might demand, 
| Subyection and Obedience at his hand: 
' Mere only Being given,’twere but right 
© Eds Debt of Duty foould be — es 
But here was more, 4 fuper-aaded drefs 
Of whe Perfection, and Fappine[s. 
Let this great King, for az Experiment a 
OFMan’s defery’ — is content, 
— Rk 


To 


on 
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To ufe aneafie Precept, [uch as flood 

Si er FA Saee = “st his Good . 
Forbids one Fruit, on pain of Death, and gives - 
Freely the reft which he might eat andlive, 
But Man Rebels, and for one taft doth choofe 
His Life, his God, his Innocence to loofe. 

And now death-ftricken, like a wounded Dear, 
Strictly purfued by Guilt,and Shame,and Fear, 
Fe feeks to lofe himfelf ; from Godhe flies, _ 
Andtakes aWilderne{s of Miferies; | 
“A Land of new tranforeffions, where bis Curfe 


| + Ls clofer bound, his Nature growing worfe. 


Andwhiles in this condition Man-kind lay, , 
4 man {bould think his injur’d God {hould fay, 
There ties Accurfed Man, and let him lie 
Lutangled in that Web of Mifery, = 
Which his own Sin hath foun; Imuft be True 


| And Fait. Unthankful Man, thou haft thy 


Le | 
But "twas not fo. Though Man the Maftery, 
/Vith his Creator's Power and ill, dares tr) 3 
And being over-matcht with Power, difdains 
To feek a Pardon from his Soveraign, | 


Lhe Great and Glorious God,the Mighty King 


Of Heaven and Earth, defpis'd by [uch a thing 
4s Man, a WV orm of his own making, breaks. . 
Lhe rules of Greatnels, and his Creature feeks 


. Fis froward€reature’, not in fuch away 


As once he did in the cool of that day, 


ae aan | Wherein 
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Wherein Man finn'd, and hidd ; [uch Majefly  * 
Had been too great for Man's neceffity, 
But the Eternal Son of God, the Word - 

By which all things were made , the Mighty 
| Lord, 

Affumes our Fleth, and wader that he laies, 
And hides his Greatues, and thofe Glorious 

Rayes | 
«Of Majefty, which had been over bright, 

. 4nd toa,refplendent for poor Mortals fight, 
Andunder this difguife, the King of Kings, 
the Mefrage of his Fathers Mercy brings ; 


| Solicits Man's return ; pays the Price 


t eoN 


Of his Tranfereffion by the Sacrifice 

Of his own Soul, and undertakes to cure 

Theis Sins, their Peace and Pardon to procure, 

f0 conquer Death for him ; and-more than this, 

Lo fetzple him in Everlafting Blifs: _ 

_ And now, O Man, could this exceff of Lave, 

" . Lhy Thaakfulne/s to [uch a height improve, 

: That it could fire thy Soul inta one flame 

Of Love, to only hins that ought the fame. : 
| At fuch arate, yet fiillit were too {mall _. 

* Lo recompenfe thy Saviours Love withal, ~ 

’ Once didhe give thee Being from the duff, . 

"And for that only Being, ‘twere but jut. 

* Lo pay thy utmost felf. But when once more. . 
| Lhy Beings and thy Bliff he didreflore 

«fy fuch a means as this, it doth bereave 

L hy Soul of hopes of recampence, and leaves 
Bk Ree 6 ae | Thy 
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"Thy Soul infolvent. Twice to him this da 
T a ow ft thy felf, yet but One feif. er pay. 
| fo; IL 
Withost he Prince of Darknels flefbt with Vidtqry 
Date. "Tn onr firft Parents firft Apoftacy, : 
— Ufurpra Lawlefs Soveraigntyon Man, 
Revalted thus from his firft Soveraign, 
And though by that Apoftacy he found, 
Under the chains of death his Vafjal bound, 
Yet to fecure his Empire, he o're-[pread 
Lhe World with Darkwe{s, and thereby did lead 
Hs Captives ashe pleafed: T hus he bears 
His Rule ufurped, near four thoufand years ; 
Except forme firall confin'd Plantations, 
Within a Family or Nation. — 
But. now to pata periodto this Raign 
Of this Ufurper, avd to reduce again, 
Man to his juit fubjeition ;°tis decreed 
That Man from this Subjettion {hall be Freed , 
And this not by the abfolute C ommana 
Of antmmediate Power, nor {ball the Bands 
Of Angels Glorious Hofts ingaged be,” 
Tovefeue Manfromthis Captivity: . 
But God an unexpected means intends, — 
And yer moft {witable unto this end. 
‘Sin flain'd our Natare, > the Serpents * wile, 
Did Man of Innocence and Life beguile : 
By Man hishead is crufbed, the Lawful Lord 
— Unto his Creature, Man to his Life reftoa'd ; ‘ 
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A Virgin’s Son @ Born: This Rifing Sun, 
- The Worlds inthralling darknefs over-runs 3). 
_AChild to us is Born, whofe Lenocence,' ~ 
Our Natures {pot and fiaix doth purge and 
1 cleanfe ; | | | | 
"His Wounds our Cure ;his Bonds, our Liberty, 
His Death becomes our Life, our Vittory, — 
_ dAndthisisbe,whofe Birth we Celebrate, . 
_ dnd from this Day our Happinefs do Date. ° 


IIT 


Reader, behold and wonder \ There was one echaeyere 
_ Obliged to bis Prince, andhimalone 
Ln all the Bonds, which Duty, Gratitude, ~~ - 
Or Love could faften ; [uch as might exclud¢ 
AA thoughts of 4 Défettion ; yet this man 
¢ Breaks all; Rebels agatuft his Soveraign; ~ . 
He flies, is Apprebended ; Sentent’d ; Caf; 
, Anh diehe muff, the final Sentence pa 
«Knows no reverfal. Lotinthat very Nom 
| Whereis th Offender waits hit fatal blaw, 
The injur’d Lord doth fubfticute his own, . 
His only Son, ivto phe Prifoners room, 
Who takes the blaw.due ta the Traytor,dies, .. 
Lhe Traytor’spunifoment to fatisie, > | 
Lhe Cafe is Mine and Thine.By allthe Bands 
Of Nature, Love, and Covenant, we fland ~ 
 Lngaged to Almighty God, we fell . = 
From that Allegiance, when we did rebel 
ae - Kkg ainft 
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gainfthis Law in Adam: By that Law 
We were condemn dto die ; no help we Saw, 

Or hope of refceue : Thee did his Majefty 
Unvail that admirable Myftery a 
Of our Redemption: The Eternal Sox 
Of the Eternal God defcends ; becomes 
Man for our fake, and in our ftead doth and, 
And intercepteth fromhis Fathershand, 
That ftroke that was owr due ; becomes the Price 
Of our Redemption, and our Sacrifice. , ~ 


IV: 


Chrifimss ben Thegin fadly to think upon 
Day. 1652. Our Blef[ed Saviours Incarnation, 
'  * How he, that was before the Worldbegan, 
In time af{um'd our flefh, became a Man ; 
 Andinone Perfon,one Immanuel, 
God and his Creature did together dwell ; 
~ That Prange defcent, when he was pleas’d to 
ee rang ee ee ou 
Fits Creatures Nature for his Creatures fake, 
Andtread thofe ftepsof Birth and Infancy,” 
Which Mortals walk, andafter all todie, 
Ard fuch a Death, the wonder doth amaze 
My thoughts, whiles onthis Myftery they gaze. 
= a Creator, what hadit been toT hee, ~ 
Lf Man had never been, or if thathe, > ° 
Once faln and lost had lain Eternally, 
Under his juft deferved mifery ? | 
ee aes But 
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But if thou wilt thy Creature have reftor'd, 


Can no les rate fuffice 2? Muff the Great Lord 
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Of Heaven and Larth, to compafs [uch anend, 


So undeferv d, beneath himfelf defcend? 
Or if-he must, yet-why fo low? the Son 
- Of the Immortal God, Man ta become ? 


| Had it not been defcent enough for him, — 


Zo take the nature of a Seraphim? 
Or if no other Frame or Nature can 


Serve our Redeemer's work, but that of Man; | 


Let wherefore must aur Bleffed Lord beled 
Through all thofe weary fleps, which Mortals 


tread, 


Of Lufany and Youth, and Age, the path 


Lhat Nature fince the Fai obtxined hath ? 


Or rather had gone by thofe fleps a Nature, 
Andhad afsum'd that ep and that flatureé, 


hat Adam had at firft, and fo past by, 
Link mift thefe Natural Infirmities ? 


; Or if that might not be, yet why begins 


Our Lord his Infant days.thus in an Inn, 
» A Stable, anda Manger ? Toft from thence 
, . Lo Egypt, for his al and defence? 
Hts Education mean, and as his years 
— Lucreafe, fo do his Sorrows and his Tears, 
, Until it was full Tide, that bitter day 
Wherein the Servant did his Lord betray ? 


Why wis he not as foon as born Proclain’d 
. Earths Mighty Monarch? and then entertaina 


‘ ae ‘ 
aS | 
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With all the oxtward Glory and Rexown, 
That could attend onan [reperial Crown? 
Why did not all the Emperours and Kings, 
Their Scepters, and thetr Tribute hither bring, 
Lo make him Great? Silence. thy queft and 
know, ..- 
The greateft Worldly Glory was below : 
The Glory of the Kingdome he defign' a, 
A King [eased in the Soul a Mind: 
A Heavenly and Eternal Kingdome, fach 
4s doth excell all Earthly Pomp as much 
gts light excelieth darkne/s ; nor is this 
Al that in this defcent' inclofed is : | 
Our Saviokr’s free and great abafement proves 
And magnifies that great exceff of Love 
He bare to Man, when for his only fake, 
So poor, folow an Equipage be takes , 
Obliging Mass by fweet, yet powerful chains 
Of Lave and Gratitude to bim again. 


V. 


Chrifima-- Zhe Word was God, and yet made Fiefh, 4 

oe | fr ange | : ; 

a Myfterious change, and yet without 4 change : 
Two Netures,God aid Manynoft Briétly jayn'd 
Tuto one Perfan, yet difindt remaind 
But why this great Coxjunttion? or what end 
Could countervail it? /Vhat didit portend 


~ 


Of 


a ws - 
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Of equal moment? or what greatevent —« 
Reqnir'd [uch means for its accomplifbment ? 
WWas it to fave poor fallen Man? Alas, 
AWorm, a finful Worm, ome that fiillwas 
ld be | 


: wf Rebel to his Maker. How could b 


at fay 


= 


Sak 


For Love or Pity hope ? msuch le{s to be 
Redeem d at fuch arate ?. But if he fooxld 
Hope for a Pardon, yet his Soveraign could 
On eafier terms, Life and a Pardon give , 
His only word could bid and make him Live. . Wack. 16. 

Peace baie thoughts, this de th ts too profousa 6. 
For youta fathom, Angels cannot found 
This Ocean: But yet, if needs you will 
Be roaring after it, and akin ‘fill, | 
Let this compofe you : God's Defign herein, 
Next to his own dear Glory, was to bri: 
Man to enjoy his Maker, the chief Gooa, 
Wherein alone his Bleft ar pages 8 | 
Which once he had, andloft ; ana fince no way 

We have our God again to re-injoy, = 
But him to Know and Love ; each ctrcumftance 
In this defign are fitted to advance 
Thofe two important Means ; and yet becanfe 
The wife Creator feldom breaks thofe Laws — 
Himfelf hath fet, he chofeth to improve, | 
And to advance that Knowledg and that — 


Love, . | | 
In this great Work, by Means of fuch arate 
As might be Powerful, yet accommodate 


. Mant 


-e6\ 
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And proper to our Nature. [uch as take 
And fuit beft with his Creatures frame and 


_ make, | 
Should Godin his bright Majefty appear, 
Zo teach us. him toknow, we could not bear 
The brightnef, of his Glory ; that pure Light 
WV ould diffipate ovr Nature, or affright, 
Lnftead of teaching us: Again, foould we 
Learn only froma Mortal Man, ‘twould be 
Tos weak and impotent. Godtherefore chofe 
A middle way, namely, to interpofe 
4 vail of flefo before that Majefty, 
Which if'a Mortal fhould but fee, he dies. - 


_ Lhis vail, the Glorious Son of God doth take, 


Ad under it with Men, converfe he makes, 
Shews them his Father's Will. And none foft — 
To teach us what to know of God, far it 


Lay bef within his Knowledge. This sr 


Vf. 42. 2. 
x King-19. 


12, 


Not in the voice of Z hunder, neither breaks 

Lnto Seraphick Raptures, but complies | 

With humane methods ; cloaths great A1yfte- 
ries oe | 

Le plain difcourfes ; ufeth Arguments, 

That are moft forcible to gain affent 

From humane Reafon ; gently ftoops to fenfe 

fn Miracles, the gteateftevidewce 

Of Truth our Nature knows, and in this till 

And gentle voice, his hearers Souls he fills 

With. profitable Truths ; yet to evince 

Lhat Godwas in that voice, and evidence 

: "+ as Fis 


-Chriftmas. Day. 


His Miffion, and his Doitrine both Divine, 


h 
Pe / 


He lets fo much of ’s native Glory fhine, 


Refratted through this cloud of flefb, fuch light — 


is fveetly might convince, but not affright. 
And fince our Maker knows nothing incites 
Our Love with greater fervor, nor invites 
Our humane Nature more, thin when we fee 


Surpalfing undeferved Love to be + 


: Firft {hewn to us, he choofeth to expres 
| Hts Love fo highly tous, and to drefs 


The whole economy of Man’s Redemption | 
With fo much prea eg conde{cention, 
Such matchlefs inflances that didextel 
Example, neverhad aparallel | 
‘Poor wretched Man! Thouwas a loft,undone, 
Diftrefied,worthle/s, fallen Creature, one 


Lhat hadft rebell'd againft thy God, and though 7 


Under the chains of Death, thou didft not know 
Nor feel thy Bondage, that didft rather [corn 
Than feek a Pardon, yet inthis forlorn 
Lftate of thine, thy injur'd Maker fends — 
His Son to feek and fave thee, He de[cends 

To fave his rebel; though he did not need, 


He feeks thy Love, becomes a Manto bleed — 


And dig for thee, an Enemy, that never 


‘So muchas asked help, and to deliver 


Thy Soul from endle{s Death, and with his own 
bafement to procure for thee a Crown. | 
And tell me now, if ever any thin 


Could be contriv’d by le(s than Heaven to bring 
| | “2 — Mas 


cffN 
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: Man to return, andlove his God, that fits 
Sowell our frame, or that fo kindly hits | 
Osr % d affections firings. Sure none buthe, 
Who knew becaufe he made our heartscould fee 
What might endear it moft, exattly knew 
SAll the approaches, every avenue 
That gives accef to it, could only frame 
A means Ay fuitable to win the fame. 
Me-thinks in this defign Ttannot tell 
Whether the Wifdom or the Love excell, 
Both wonderful, and both may juftly move, 
And raife our ddmiration and our Love. 
And he that thisks but of it, and yet can 
Deny bis dear-bought Love, hath put off Man, 


VI. 


‘an, Lhe Sts of Righteoufuef, whex be arofe 
hriftmas- ! 
a 1662, Ln.our Horizon here, did not asfclofe 
Himfelf with fplendor : There's no Court pre- 
cs | 


r | | 
Nob flately Edifice, or Structure réar'd 
or his Reception: Thisgreat Potentatey 
And Prinse of Fleaven awd Earth, afsumes no 
State | | | 
When he afsumes our Nature, but conceals 
His Oriental Laftre under Veiles - 
And Clouds of Lowline ff: Firft be takes 
Not the Angelick Nature, but he makes 


Our 


§ 
’ 
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Our Flefh his Mantle, where he dothinfold °° 
That light which Seraphims cannot behold - 
Without amazement ; andthishe afumes 
Not from fome Prince{s decked with plames 
Of Honour, and of Wealth ; but from a low 
And poor, though noble Virgin ; andif now 
We think his Birth in fome great Court ee 
We are deceived, poor Bethlem ts defign’d 
For his firft breath , and in that Town an Inn, 
- And in that Inn, a Stable ; there begins 
This Bleft Epiphany ; the world affords 
No better Room to entertain her Lord. 
And now, if only on the Hiftory | 
We gaze, we look too (hort, the Myftery 
Ls fruitful: Chrift began to Teath, 
And be at duce, andere he fpake to Preach. 
Lt doth command thy Faith, when thou doft fee 
Lffetts of greateft weight produc’d to be 
from things without all humane Grandure,then 
Thou eae J fubfcribe, the power is not of Men, 
But God. Great confequents do then fpeakbeft, 
Almighty God, when Man, they do fpeak leaft. 
Again, it gives thee nu true eftimate 
Of Worldly Pomp, bids thee not over-rate 
L hat Pageantry: The Lord, who can beft try, 
And value what is bef, did paff it by, 
Again thy Seviours Infant pattern tells 
What his Difciples duty is, how well 
Humility becometh thee, when he 
The Prince of Life awd Glory, chofe to “ee 





ey’ | 
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hus humble ; when he put on flelo, it chides | 

dnd checks, ‘and fboames poor fooli[b Mortals 
Pride. ear : 
” Laftly, this Miracle of Love fbould fire 

Thy heart with Love again, and with defires 

Of fuitable returns ; andyet if fill - 

Tt doth exceed thy power, as fure it will, 

Let {uch a heart becomes a Sacrifice 

Accepted, and thy other wants fupplies. 


VIL 


Chriftmas- When the great. Lamp of Heaven, the Gl- 
Day.1663. ‘yious Suns ae . - _ 
Flad toucht his Southern period, and begun — 
| Lo leave the Winter Tropick, and to climb 
The Zodiacks afcending Signs, thattime 
The brighter Sun of Righteoufnels did ehoofe 
His Beams of Light and Glory to difclofe | 
Lo our dark lower world ; ana by thofe Rays 
To chace the Darkne/s, and to msake it day. 
And left the Glorious and Refplendent Light 
Of this Eternal Beam, sniele be too bright — 
For Mortals eyes to gaze upon ; he forouds 
- Andecloaths this fiery Pillar with the Cloud 
Of Humane rieh. that in that drefshe may | 
Converfe with Men ; acquaint them with the 


Lo Life andGlory; fbew his Father's mind — 
Concerning them, how Bountifel and Kind 
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Ess thoughts were to them ; what they might 
expect ee oe ee ee 
From him, in the Obfervance or Negle# | 
Of what he did require; and thenhe Seal'd 
With his dear Blood,the Truth he had reveal’d, 


Vill 





When the Almighty doth his firft-born bring chrittmas: 
fnto the World, behold how every thing «Day. 1657. 
Doth ftrive to bear him witne[s, and proclaim nike 
That this was he, on whofe soft healing Name yay 1.4;' 
Man's Reftitution lay; the Woman's Seed 
Promis'd inEden, thus it was Decreed, 

10 print an Eminence upon that Day, 
WV ithin whofe Womb fo great concernment lay, 
And firft thofe Prophefies, that feem'dtolie 
in along flecp, the Day-fpring from on high, ~ ty y.oa, 
Sumsmons them up ; toBethlem they are fent, 
And there they read their own accomsplifbment. 
Flere Abraham finds his Promis’d Seed, in Se 
swhone ——., . | } | | ef1.12.3. 
Lhe Nations Blifs was wrapt , David his Son, - a 
And yet his Lord; Jacob’sdimaged eye pay? 
Beholds his wifbedShilos Jevemy,. ; Cen. pe 
Lhe Lord.our Ri hteoufne/s ; -Ezechiel, _——‘Set- 23-6. 
Fis Kingly § hepherd ; Ifay,Immanuel; =<. £ 
Lhe Virgins Son; Wife Daniel while he feeks, oe At | 
Fe finds within the compafs of his Weeks, a 


Li  Moffidlis 


n> 
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Michs.2, Melfish’s Birth, where Micha’s Propbefie 1 


ngit2. 1 Before precifely fixt it; Malachy | 
OE The laf of Sr the ancient poered here 
Of the New Covenant, finds the Meffenger. 
Thefe, and an Army more of Prophefies, 
Like Stars of feveral magnitudes, arife 
From feveral periods,and then fix their flatzor, 
Conjoyn'd in one great Conftellation, 
Fufh over Bethlem with that Eaffern Stary 
And joyntly fing, We here fulfilled are, 
Fiither comes alfo Moles with 4 Train 
Heb.ro.1. Of Types and Sacrifices, which contain 
_ Shadows of that great Prophet he foretold 
Bie 18. This Day unvails their face and his, unfolds 
| Their Myfteries , and here with one confent 
They publifh all: Lo! this was he we meant. 
Luk2.9.15 Zhe Blefled Angels from the Heavens defend, 
 ” Lhe Prince of Heavens Birth-day to attend s 
And cloath'd with Light and Glory they became 
The Heralds, thofe glad tidings to proclaim 
Unto the watchful Shepherds ; forthwith they 
7o Bethlem, as directed, haft away, 
_ And find as they were told, and every where, 
What they had feen and heard, they do declare. 
And that the Heavens, as well as Angels, may 
- Contribute —_—— to this folemn Day ; 
Matth. 2, -@ Star ts born, that neve before appear a, 
Whofe courfe fowifely through the aire is eer d 
Zo Bethlem, that by it, as by-a thread, 
Lhe Eaftern Wife-men thither juft are ye # 


/ ‘ 
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a. 2 : on 


2 


H 
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DO? 
And there it makes a halt, and fo do they, | 
To Jacob’s Star, while they their homage pay, Numb. 24. 
IV hen after Mary tothe Lemple went, > 3? 
Fer and her Maker's First-born to prefem; 
Thither by fesret Providence are brought 
Simeon a#d Anna, that of long had fought 
for \raels Confotation , there they hed | 
The hope they fought, and witne[s this is he. 
Thus didour Lord no fooner land among 
Us Mortals, but immediatly a throng i 
Of frrange and Wonderful Conjunctures [warm 
To this Divine Attrattive, and allarm 
The unexpetting World, that he for whom 
The world was made, into the World is come, 
‘A thing exceeding Wonder, therefore fit 
That Wonders fhould atteft and publifb it. 


a IX 

— Reader, the Title of this Solemn day; uy ih 
“And what it dorh ims to ihn CO 
And read, andwonder. °Lts that Ldyftery | 
That Angels gaze upon; Divinity 
AM umsing Humane Fle{h ; TW Eternal Son 

Of the Eternal God, is Manbecome. 

But why this firange Aljumption ? or what end 
Equivalent, could make him to defcend | 





Luk.2. 25. 
Col. 1.14. 


| (So far beneath himfelf, and equalize 


The Miracle of [uch an enterprife? 
Tet flay and wonder : Undeferved Love 
To Man, to finfiul Man, did only move | 
ae Et 4 I hig 
¢ 
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This ftoop from Heavento Earth,and allto win * 
Andrefcue loft and fallen Man from Sin : 
AnaGuilt, and Death, andHell. andre-inftall : 

‘=  Himin that Happinefs loft by his Fall, : 

"And greater, Everlaftingly to dwell 
In Blefednefs : So that thou canft not tell 
Which of the two the greater Wonder proves, _ 
_ Dhy Saviour’s Incarnation, or his Love. 
But both conclude thou doft not give, but pay 
uf Debt, in the Obfervance of this Day. 
X. 
withon: ben Great Events occur, or only fuch 
Date. == 4s do concern, our felves, we think not much 
To print their Memories upon that Day 
 Learly, wherein they happen, that it may 
Become aLiving Hiftory, andtell 
To after Ages what long fince befel. - 
But this great Days Zufcription doth out-vie, 
_ And filenceth all other Hiftories. 
ft bears the Memory of that great Day, 
Wherein, when all Man-kind inclofed lay 
Under the Curfe of God, th Eternal Word 

Did here affume our Flefb, and Natures Lord 

_ Subfcrit’d to Natures Laws, is Born and. Dyes 

To refcue us, that werebis Enemies. | 

-Immanuels Birth the Day-fpring from on high, 

Though glimmering before in Prophefiesy | 

And fwadled up in Types fo many years, 

Now dawns,and like the Morning doth — 


’ 


¢? 


. 
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4 new unheard-of Uclperus, 4 Star, 

This Rifing Sun to ufber, and prepare | 

Mens minds with wonder, is defign'd and fent 

Into the Eaft, the Wilemen /av, and went 

, LoBethlem, where their Tribute they do pay — 

Unto the Prince of Peace, who though he lay 

Meanly Lnthron’d, yet Majefty Divine, 

Through all thofe vatles of Poverty did {bine. 

And now, as by the guidance of a Star, 

The Eaftern Wifemen thus condutted are 

Zo Jacob's Star ; fo this great News is fent 

70 meaner men, by means more eminent : 

The Birth of Uraels Shepheard yet unknown 

Lo fimple Shepherds by an. Angel fbone. 

And whiles the Shepherds watch their Sheep, 
the Night | | 

Zo entertain this News, by Heavens Light, 

Ls chang’ to day, and aCeleftial Quire 

Of Heavenly Citizens, who no lefs admire 


= The News than they, to whom they tell it, fing 


The happy Tidings of this new-born King: 
Glory to God on beh, onthe Earth Peace 
Zo Men,their comfort avd their hopes increafe. 
, Aad ever bleffed be thy glorious Name, ° 
O thou Eternal, that contrived ft this frame 
Of Ponder, and.of Love, to ontth: S08 
. Partaker of our Nature to become, 7 
T hat thy loft Creatures may become partakers 
. By him of Light and Glory with thetr Maker. 
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XI. 


Chriftmas. Tbe Angels, whofe pure Natures had to (pot 


ales Of Sin or Guilt, and therefore needed not 
rUK213- "ty Exxpiation ; yet when fent they were, 
The tidings of that Peace and Foy to bear, 
TW bith this Day dawn'd to Man,they fill the skies 
With Acclamations : Glory to God on high, — 
Peace onthe Earth, good Will to Man; thus 
Rejoyce to fee the fpring of others joy. (they 
And (hall the Angels,when theNews they bring 
Of Bli/s to Man, an Heavenly Anthem fing ; 
And Mast be filént ? Man, for whofe only fake, 
Our Bleffed Lord did Humane Nature take, 
And floopt below the Angels, toinftall i 
And place Man ina flate Angelical ? | 
Dear Lord,our Hearts are narrow, let thy Love 
 Filland inlarge their compafs, and improve * 
Their due returns, that as thy Loves extent, — 
Did canfe that ftranze and wonderful defcent 
Of Fleaven to Earth, fo it again may ratfe — 
wr Earth to Heaven, our hearts to thee ia 


Chrifimae “hat great defign, the Word becoming Man, 

Day, 1666. For Man's Redemption , laid ere the World 
_ In God's Decree, fo clofely was directed 
 Lhrough many Agesthat ‘twas fearce fuipeeea 


e , 
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— Chriftmas-Day. 
By the concerned World; and when it came 
To its accomplifbment,even then the fame. 


Concealed lay; the Cratch, and [nfancys 
And Humane Nature hid the Deity: 





ot 
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But though this lower world but little thought : 


| What Gueft they had, the News was quickly 


brought - 
Unto the Court of Heaven. the Angels take 
The firft Alarm, and freight their flight they 


make 


“Unto the drowfie Earth ; the first they meet 
. were watching Shepherds; thefe by night they 


greet a 
With this bleft tidings, and to folemnize 
The Birth-Day of. weir King, they fill the skies 
With Songs of Praife, The Heavens to bear a 


fhare - 


Ln this Solemnity, difpatch a Star 


Lnto the Eaft, to let the Vife-mon know 
The Prince of Peace is born, apd tofbew — 
The way unto that flation, where they might. 


‘Behold that great and long expected fight. . 


‘And now the World thus rous'd by Heaven, 


begins 


Totake th’ Alarm, and quickly rings |. 
FV ith the Meffiah’s Birth ,the Shepherds drew 


ZoBethlem, fied the Angels tidings true, 
And publifh it: The Wile-men come and fee 
Their Guides report and conduct true to be, 
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And they proclaim it: then come Kings and 
«bring, =. 4 = a 
Ana ees Tribute to their Infant King. 


Thus the Almightie’s Wifdom fends a train 


Of Wonders and Remarks to entertain 

And wait upon this Greater onder, Crowns 
The Birth-day of his Son with what renown 
The world could contribute, and feems to fit 


All Circumftances that may render it 


Chriftmas- 
day. 1658. 


As folemn, fenal, memorable as 
The great importance of the a usd was. 
shor chides our proud and narrow hearts, 
if we | 
Shall flarve the Memory of that, which he 
Strove to make fignal, while we think a Day 
Z 00 much to that Solemnity to pay. 
XITE. | 
What ! the Meffias Born, and {baka Day 
Be thought too much expenfivene/s to pay 
To that Memorial? Shall an Anniverfe - 
Be kept with Oftentation toreberfe. 
if mortal Prince’s Birth-day, or repeat 
An Eighty-Eight, or Powder-Plots defeat, — 
“4 Purim, or fome petty Vittory, = = — * 


| Lhough with the Vittors lofs or Lnfamy ?. 


OF ye Mortals lay, as uere nae | 


Lind fall we venture to exterminate, 
ind ftarve at once the Memory and Date 
Of Chrift Incarnate, wherein fuch a flore 


Fhe 


: a Pn ee Ege eg ea ee ee ee ee ee | : 7 eae ee 
| Chriftmas-Day. 515. 
The Sun beheld, aTreafsry of Btifs | 
The birth-day of the World as well as his? | 
Lngrateful Man! Lt was for only thee, 
, And for thy Refiitution, that he 
| Did floop towear thy raggs, chofe a defcent 
2 Below himfelf and Angels, was content — 
Thus to afjume thy Nature, andthereby 
His paffing love to thee to magnifie. 
And canft thon thus requite it, to deface 
This days infcription of it, or to raze 
The name it hears, that future Ages may 
Forget as well the Bleffing as the Day ? 
' Dear Lord, when to thy Honour I defign 
Togive aay, twas what before was thine 3 
Bat were it mine, [ only payadebt — 
Lo the Remembrance of this benefit. 


| XIV. ‘ 
This Day by commendable nfe defign'd Chriftinas- 
To bear this great Memorial, and uel Day. 1668, 


Forgetful Mortals of that Benefit  — - 

That was of greatefhconfequence, doth yet a 

Find various Entertainment : Some decline - 

Its folemn ule, as if'we might confign 

“1 Purim, or a Feaft to celebrate 

— Some Victory, orto commemorate 

| Some Prince's Birth-day,yet the wondrous Birth 

OftTim that was the Prince of Heaven ey Earths 

Man-kinds Deliverer, muft negleited be, 

_ ithout a Day tobear its Memory, 
piper See Others 


Od 
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: Others there are that feem for tocontend 
For its Obfervance ; highly do pretend 
Zo honour it, but tis with Luxury, . 
Riot, Lntemper ance, and Vanity » . | 
The dreggs of all the years excefs are brought 
To this Solemnity, as if they thought — 
Thofe fins that flew our Lord, the only train 
For his reception, or to entertain | 
His Birth-Day. Thus they mock him,and yet cry 
Hofannah, X4/s at once and Crucifie.. | 
Othersagain with greater Innocence, . 
Obferve this Feaft, and yet without the fenfe 
Of its true ufe, bat only on the fcore — 
Of what their Anceftors did do before: 
. Lhey take the cuffom up, they make good chear, 
' And Feast, and dre[s the houfe wich greens and 
wear i eA 
Their best Apparel, reft from work, and they 
Then think thave fairly kept it Holy-Day. — 
‘| + dnd truly {olemn figns are zat pe 4 
To welcome fuch a Feftival as this. 
Jon 4.6. Lhe great and wife Creator, when his hand 
. Deut. 12. EZad wrought fome great Deliverance, did com- 
16. man ri oa | : | 
| Lhat folemn Days, and Signs,and Monuments, 
Obvious to fenfe, [oould be the inflruments 
To propagate their memory, that might 
Be legible to Children, and imvite 
_ Lhetr fearch into the things they meant, whereby 


_ 
4 


- Logether with the figns the Memory 
oe a : Ana 
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_ Chriftmas-Day. 
And Evidence of things of note might reach 
To : after-tinges, and Prove as well as Teach, + 
Thefle creat Examples feemto juftife . 

Ch a ibidden pale tie | 
| Our Faith and Foy. But yet thisisnotall 
This Feaft defigns ; but it doth chiefly call 
For more: Even lawful figns alone are dry 
And empty {bells of this Solemnity, - 
| Lhe Mercies that this Day imports, require « 
Thy ferions attention, toadmire = 
| Lhe greatne/s of the Wonder andthe Love ° 
| Lhy-God at this Day. fbewed thee above : 
TL by a tag oe or defert,thefpring 
Of all thy Hopes and Foys, that with tt brings .. 
Man-kinds Deliverance ; it bids shee praife 
And magnifie his goodnefi,andtoraife 
The highep Gratitude’; and though thy beft 
Returns can never recompence theleaft 
Of Mercies, much le{s this, nor yet arife - 
Unto an anfwerable Sacrifice, °° 
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Thou haf a little Cabinet; may wake Baws, 


_Awelcome New-Years-Gift; thy Lord willtake — 

This little Prefent well, and in good part, 

Becaufe thy beft, give to thy God thy Heart, — 

Z mean thy Will, thy Love, thy T: rufithy Fear, ~~ 
Thy beft Affections that inhabit there 
~- In'that [mall Cell. *T is true,thou wie more 

Thin what of right-was juftly his-kefore:. 


Befides thy heart is foul, yethel accept. Pa. gt.10- 
And take it well ; tis all he doth expett.. a “gees 
es | ies eS OF . 
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Nor is this gift thy lofs, he’l make it clean, — 
Fill it with Grace, and give it thee again. 


XV. 


Chriftmas  Bleffed Redeemer, we do meet this Day 
Day.1661- Of thy Nativity, as well we may, 7 
With fiens of Foy and onder; We do write 
Thy Name upon it, and feem with delight 
To welcome its return ; we trim and drefs 
Our houfes all with greens, and Seem no lefs 
Foyful toentertain the happy News 
_ Of thy defcent from Heaven,than once thejews, - 
Mat.ar.3, Did thy defcent from Olivet ; we fing | 
~ —-s Hofanna’s at this Birth-Day of onr King ; — 
And Jurely “sis well done, but ‘tis not all ; 
Chriftian, fram thee this {olemn day doth call 
For fomewhat more, without which all the reft 
Will prove but empty Complements at beft: 
The Lordmuft be iby life . thou muft be brought 
— Under his Toke and Role ; thou muft be wrought 
— Galg.rg. Lato his likene{s ; Chrift muft formed be 
 ” Firfl in his Virgin- Mother, then tn thee. 

: 4 XVI | 
Chriftmas- But ant thou come dear Si aviourchath thy Love 
“se ae Thus meade thee floop;ce leave-thyT hrone above 
"The lofty Heavens, aad thus thy felf to drefs. 

| Tn duf-to.vifit Mortals? Could nolefs — 
4 condefcention ferve? And after all, 
1” The mean reception of aGratch and Stall ? 
_ so © te | : Dear 


. a>. Aare Sara: 
— Chriftmas-Day. 
Dear Lord, I'l fetch thee thence, have a Room 
Lis poor, but “tis my beft ; if thou wilt come. 
Within fo [mall a Cell, where Iwould fain — 
Mine andthe Worlds Redeemer entertain, 
LZ mean my Heart, "Tis fluttifb, Lconfefs, 
And will not mend thy lodging, Lord, unlefs 
Lhou fend fo thy Harbinger, mean, | 
Lhy = ana purging Grace to make tt clean, 
' na {weep its nafty corners, then TL try 
Lo wafb it alfo with a weeping eye: , 
 sdnd when’ tis {wept andwafot Z then will go, 
.  Andwith thy leave, 1'l fetch fome flowers that 
row : : 
Ln thine own Garden, Faith,gnd Love to thee ; 
With thefe T°l drefs it up, and thefe {ball be 
My Rofemary and Bays, yet when my be 
Ls done, the room's not fit for fuch aGueft ; 
But here's the cure, 1 hy prefence,Lord,alone 
Will make a ftall a Court, a cratch 4 Throne. 
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XVIL 


The Prince of Heaven, from amidft ‘the chriftmas« 
throng : | «Day, 1665. 
Of Glorious Angels, did come down among. — 
Hits earthly Cottagers, and did infbrine 
Tn vail of flelh his Majefty Divine. 
| But they fearce own'd their Prince, nér can 


pha | | 7 | 
No better Prefence Chamber for their Lord — 
; Bas 
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Ln fomewh 
My Heart I mean; [t 6, [do confe/s, 
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But a poor Stable, nor no better Chair — 


Of fate, but what their kinder Beasts could 


[pare, a 1 
dt Manger. Bleffed Lord, fuch a receit 
Might ae provok’t thy Glory to retreat 


To Heaven again, but that thy great re(pechs | 


To Man’s Salvation conquer'd all neglects. 

But yet, my deareft Lord, methinks [fain 

ged rap fome better place to entertain — 

Thy Majefty with more réfpect ; Lhave 

A little room,where [would gladly crave 

Thy refidence, not that [think it fit 

For thy Receit or Majefty, but yet 

Lt 8 the esp Thave; Befides I find, | 
at I ave read, it fuits thy mind 


A little narrow lodging, and much lefs 
Than doth become 7 greataGuef, B fides | 


Another fault [may not, cannot hide, 
Tt is but foul and fluttifb, worfe [fear 
Lhan was thy Bethlem Stable, fo that here 


Thy Lodging will be changd, not mended, yet 
Af thee into my Heart [can but get, - 


_ Lhy refidence will cleanfe ana better it, 


And though it finds it not, “twill make it fit ; 

For thy Receit, thy Prefence, Chrift, alone — 

Turns Earth to Heavén, and makes a flall 4 
Lhrone. — _ - 
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